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.Caau Doc City

Source: Vietnam

Account of Preparations for Attack on

‘ecame aware éf the Tet rmilitary operations: d"’l ,&) Q‘
AWO waeks. pnor -to the 2ssault on Chau Doc Cit -

an indoctrination briefing in the Viet Cong redoubt on Nui mountain, .IThis
" g briefing lasted for three. days with 2-hour szasions each day,. Onme of the
rincipal indoctrinators was Bay “Tha, a member of the provincial’ comtmtteo. ( )e)

......

plans of ra*tac.c, to_ create. conditions.which would bring the -U. S. Governq:_ent

«tC nogotiate in ordari.to !proceed to'peace. ! The briefings also touched oA the
point that the attacks being carried out by the Viet Cong during Tet are a
departure {rom previous operational practice of the Viet Cong. <@ ) 6

3. —the Viet: Cong r..ah‘z'e_cf E;t"tg;y:;e:‘-e“ committing c-.verythi
wand every per: or...they_had in.this assaull:." }t-was*obkuﬂo‘all
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Jew of the
<q taal thoy would l’(o“)(

the 2=s2uli vas & "eo for Broke! matan:,
| partcizanid enpected Success, altaoupii o
-. *uceeed,

11 1t had not been foT the prtience
pooky" and U. S, Navy boats, the city would have indeed
fallen,) There was no contt ingency plua [or withdrawal or retreas Gucause
if even th: pess ibility of defcat -had buen mentioned the morale of the troops -
“would have bcen shattered and the operation would probabl.y not-have taken*

..Place,  As it was, zn unknown number of the troops fled with the zirgt - -+ T
~— contact with cdefcnéding forces

4 1!. ‘JC"
"The objectiva of ths omaration = -
earned of this’ objective only 24 Liours" 2
befora it was to begin, e troops knew somawhat
w390ucy, They were told that conditions were now right for a general upriazng
of the population, 8o that an agpressive and rapid assault woulé briag the 3
people to the side of the Viet Cong and make untenable tho pcsxuoas of thae -
Govarcaacal oi Vie: Numi ané American defanders,” Tho uprising in fzct ¢id_a
not take nlace during the attack, and it is likely that this la.ck‘
I~...o.f. all-out nepular commitment to the campaign ic having a bagd’ euact ca the P
o morale of the V' iet Cong attackers. -Sour no -
operation nor any s eczﬁc rehearsals, -‘-"3 @) e
knew of no Viet S
"in the town before the actual attack took place,

was the liberation of Chau Doc,

ong infiltrators or agents

.5. -Yie.. ‘Cozg main force urits in Vies' Cong An Giang province . : :
. wese designatad the-: sesponsibility for "Lloeraiing! provinecial. cap;ta.ls, .

. whereas digtrict forces and’ guerrillaa were responsible for gaining control_ t, 5@)@‘
o of their: Tespective chstncts "The assault force which struck Chau Dog™ '~ -
" included ten party members who were to constitute the city front which wasg o .

t0 organize.a’provisionil governinent.. heard the term ..
"coahnon government''-about .six months a89,. but -had-naver heard-it Jbrought. ___-5
X ;nto forrnal p?_r __y_g;:,chﬁdmg.s_unnl..tha bneimga..ior-tha .cuxrang, ooeratlo
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