
l1uar.day. J'."~ I, 1968. 1:45 P. N. 

MEMORANDUM 1'Oa. THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: G ... ~a1 Riel.-,'. Vl.i'i _ tIt.e VietaaID War 

G--.l Ridewa,. la .. ~ ........ ~ ... _patae .nlcl .. ... 
.......... tile ... _ tIIa, f.a Vie ... tbe U.S. Ie iJwol .. d. ill ........... ecl 
WU'. H.,.... tbat _ c1ear-cu limit has beea plececl_ U. S. mWeary 
oIt,i.ctt ... la Vlatn·.. daal: tbe mmu", elton _, ha .. CMItna pelltlcal 
pollci •• _el tbat. la ... no da. _~ coUel,et o.a 01. dal coab'ol 01. tbe 
ci'lfillaa poliey .eke1' •• 

al· Inl JU .... ,. -etaa We j1t ....... oa)de .... n..c. la ....... 
JoiaN da· ................ air au .. la May 19M ... a Dlea m .. fta 
.... '.11 .... 

Geaenl JUdtway _at ..... So.da-a' Aala ..... ~l to A_rica'. 
1aUlfl" at belle ... daal _ ... .w.aepdat. _ to .... tIt.e WU'. Hla 
.... Ulu oa 1Ial .... tIt.e IIo=Np,la l'etIUa fo~ p.ec. talkI Ie _I: cleal-
_el he ........ ble poaltloa la •• _nl _y. 

In __ ..... a .. au- •• to wIuId&II~ Ala ..... itad. ca •• " ilia b'01UIle. III 
.. qaoteclla tbe D.c_be .. , .... of E84pIln •• "yl~." IIad _ .. eactt.oa 
from da. Deleaae DepanmIP' 0 .. d&e WId .. H....... _ eIIort 
..... , ....... to .top ... f_ .,n ld., oat. n. reaction froID odae .. 
millu", __ U. bee. o ...... '.' •• ly , ... raW. jadai-,lrOM dae I ...... 
I' ..... cel". 

W.W.l\oItow 

BKS:amc 

~------ .. ----------~------"---------.. '--------

, .t~y 

~~,,;!;r' ~; ,,~,~. '\ 
-----. 



Tbur' •• Feb. 19.8 
11:lOa.m • 

. \.{r. Pre .ideal: 

Thl. pic:tI&1'e of NOl'th VletD.ame.e 
.oldiel'" attitude. t_uc1. the wu 
b worth l'eadlD,. 

W. W. Ro.tow 

-(;QH:FIBIltft'bU. attac:hmeat (NIe Rpt No. 1576/67) 

-~--'----"-----'---------1-----------'-----'-------
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1.; .Ilunajorityofthe NVA in SVN were dis!,-usted because they thoucht they had 

b,een abandoned by t.hpi!--Ye~derswhoil.id-riornaije-a-true-JlfctureoLwar:::ln=­

, ' sVrf;--'Theirleaders rem&rried'-il\'lIANOI with [ ood food and 'material wnile 

, they were, fip.hting for,Jl., final victory 'none of the soldiers believed they 

:co~dmri'.-'-'The'Teiders were' blindly ,calling for more 'troops -and aZD-years':""_ 

war if necessarY;-"-AttbesaIae'time,'tllesesame 1ee.ders"refused the -

:assis-tance"o1"Communist Chinese infantry', thereby sealing the fate of 

thousands more j'Oung Vietnamese. The- soldiers believed. thc,t all the field 

grade officers remained in the North while the ,soldiers were sent off to 

" the South to die as evidenced by the fact that ,during the entire 

infiltration of Company 1 there 'was no officer o",er the, rank of Senior 

Captain.' 

2. The !!l.eJLhated...\1.O_JY~Y1~~_C~M)~o.r_l}ote,ccept~11€: Communist Chinese infantry _,_ 

to take the strain from the N'VA. The.J;oldiers'oelievedGIJ:.P-wanted--s)meday 

to' "beabie -to-~~'i--tha}.~_l'i'i>bad-dif~~.ied the -Americans-~single::hande(f.-:"just '-as-' 

\ , 

the 'Fie-nch-had been defeated.' - , , ----" 

HANOI would continue to ' send more troopo to the south althoUbh the draft 

age would not officially be dropped below 18. However, if a youth remainded 

at !;lome and did not, attend school he was safe. otherwise, the youth w-Juld be 

pressured by his teachers and fellow students which ~uld cause him to 

"volunteer". HANOI was determined to united Ilietnam without ree.ard to NVA 

lives and did not !leem to want negot'i.B.tEns~---"--' -,------
.. -- -•.. _----_ ... -----•. _-.-._---------- ,.,-.. _'--------.- .. - .... 
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