
MR. PRESIDENT: 

Thursday, February 8, 1968 
10':30 a. m. 

You asked yest.rday wh_ did yOll dedde to accept BUDk.r's aDd. 
W.aty's recommeadatiOil that the Tet tnee be c_ceUed in I Corpa 
&ad that there be ao bombing balt aOllth 01 Via 

The m.aaap waa received here at 9:05 a.m., We",aday, J ... a..,. t4. 
It _a couidered by State aDd. Defeue duriaa the day. I iIlformed 
you that Sec:retaries RIl.k aDd. McNamara. .a _11 aa the JCS, ., .. up .. poz....,pj·te~d 
the recommeaclati_ sometime •• rly ia the .velli .... 01 Ja_ry t4. 
Wuhinat_'a CClllCDl're1lce iD the l'.commeadati __ • dispatched at 
S :09 p. m., J&PUaI'y l4, after I iIlformed State of yoar COIlCU'r.Dce. 

laddeatuly. I recall that wh_ I made the pl'opMal to y-. your 
re8pOJUle was not only lnat ..... uoue, bat you s&ld som.Wq Hke: 
"I'm ready to cancel the wlaole thiDa. It 

The relevaat cable. are auached. inci1adlq BUDker'a aDd. W.sty's 
approach to Thien. aDd. the aDIlOUlleed cancellati_ which was held 
purpos.ly until J_ry 19 so that the eumy would aot be alerted to 
our c~ge iD poature. 
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~ :,'.~ (G,~~[:'!T ~IL!TARY SITUATION IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE AND 
I~l~ AOJJ~;':~~G DMZ AND LAOS AREAS RAISES,THE QUESTION iN 
G~:~::~AL ~C:TMORELANDfS AND My MINOS OF THE ~EAS!6ILITY 
G~ :3SE~V~i~G A TeT" CEASFIRE :N THAT GENERA~ AREA~ IN OUR 
v::~~ TH2 OVERT AND MASS!VE INVASION OF souf~. v'rE1NiM 
:~ S7RENCTH BY FRESH, wELL-ARMED AND WELL-EQUIPPED 
:,'2,"\--,-' VIETNAMESE REGULARS MAKES IT CLEARLY UNDESIRA8:..E FoR 

~,\~: 2 RUMJrR !6851 T e P ! ~ C R : T 
U~ 70 S~ A ~ARTY TO A TRUCE ~N QUANG TRI; T!~E DMZ; AND IN 
'.~ ~:AST ?ART O~ NVN AT THis TI~CA THE LA TESTE EXAMPLE 
G~ :·~EIR AGGRESSIVE"INTENTIONS IS 7HE OVERRUNNING TODAY OF 
TH: ~AR POST AT 8A~ HOUE! SANE ON HIGHWAY 9 iN LAOS 
WSS7 OF KHE SANH'Q 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority ~,1fr 1(.3/7j 
BV~. NARA. Date s/t/1!!-

Tor 3:C:<j)(!~ TO~13E ~E?RODUC2D 

V/lTHOUT THE AUTHO;::'iZATiON . 

OF T(~E i:XECUTlVE SEC::ZET ARY 
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2· 9Y HIS ACCELE~ATED AGGRESTION IN SDUTHE~ST LADS ~NO 
~ORTHWEST RVN THE ENEMY HAS NULL!F~ED COMP~EiELY ANY 

~~~~E~¥LT~~!E~~b~~A~~1~' ~~XR1~~~N~T~~=g~~S~R~=~~~Eb~yTHAT 
STATED AND DEMONSTRATED OBJEtTIVES WITH RESPEcT TO SOUTH 
VIET NAM. OUR EXPERIENCE WITH PAST HOLIDAY CEASE-FIRES 
GIVES US LITTLE REASON TO ~RESUME THAT NVN FO~CES INTENC TO 
CBSERVE THE CEASE.FrRETHEMSE~VES ON THIS OCtAsrON H~ERE 
IT :S~NOT TO THEIR ADV~NTAGE~ THE pRESENT tOMMUNIST POSTURE 
A~O~GcTHE D"Z AND IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE REMOVES ANY DOUBT 
AS,rO THiS. AT THE SAME TIME. IT IS CLEAR THAT HE WILl BE ABLE 
To'iMPROVE:~is ;PELATIVE MILI~~RY POSITION iN THIS AREA 
DURING THE·tEASE~FIRE AT THE COST OF US AND VN LIVES. 

3. OUR CONCERN ALSO RELATES io THE CESSATION OF SOM91~G 
J~ NVN SINCE THE, ENEMY CONTINUES TO MOVE MASSIVE QU~NT:T!~S 
GF MEN AND MUNITIONS SOUTH TO SUPPORT HIS OPEN INVASION OF 
SOUTH V!ETN~M. IT IS NOT CONSIDERED POLITI~iLLY FEAS:BLE TO 

PAGE 3 RU~1JIR IB851 T e F ~ E C ~ E \ 
MAINTAIN BOMBING THROUGHOUT NVN DURING THE T~T TRUCE, 
WE CONSIOSR THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL TO CONCIN0EiHE BOMBING IN 
THE AREAS THROUGH WHICH THE M~IN ~OVEMENT is FU~NELINGQ THiS 
WOULD BE SOUTH OF THE GENERA~ AREA OF VINH, ABOUT HALF.fIAY 
BETWEEN iHE i8TH AND T~TH ~ARRELB. AND wou~6 INCLJubE 
THE TALL~ HO AND ROUTE PACKAGE ONE AREAS. ia DO LESS 
WOULD, IN N~STMORELAND'S VIEw. COMMIT OUR ~ORCES IN QU~NG 
TP: TO~GREATLY INCREASED CASUAL!TIES AND DECIDEDLY DiS­
ADVANTAGEOUS TACTICAL POSITIONING-

4. WE 30TH STRONGLY URGE EARLY ACCEPTACE O~ tHIS POSITION, 
WE WOULD THEN PLAN TO DISCUSS IT WITH PRESiDENT THIEU 
INFORM OUR SEVEN NATIONS ALLiES HERE, AND ~NNOUNCE IT AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE IN TERMS IIHjCH HOULDGAIN THE MAXIMUM 
PROPAGANDA ADVANTAGE FOR THE FREE HORLD FORCES. 
gUN~<ER 

----------- ---------­~---~~------~-----~----------------------~-'~ 
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?OLLC~::NG is OUR DRAFT' OF GVN ANNOUNCEMENT ~HICH WE WOU~D ?~ap:3? -: DlSCUSS' WITH THiEU AFTER REC~rVING D~PAR¥MENT9S 2: 0 I"'j 1'1'~ >: ';' '2 i. 

;SiG:~ ';~X7~ IN THE COURSE OF TH~ PAST' ~EW DAYS THER~ HAS ~£~:~ :~CR~AS!NG EVIDENCE AND VIS!8LE M!LITARY ACTIONS w~i~~ 2S~'~=_:S~ CONCLUSIVELY THAT NO~TH VIE7NAMESE 'FORC~S ARE_Ek~ ";JE) :N ~ MAJOR OFFENSIVE AGAINST' 1HE NORTHERN AREAS OF ~,~~ V!~~\AMa THERE HAS 8~~N ~N EXT~NSIVE surLo-u? O~ 

! , 

:-:';::'-~""", 'j!'::·~'\L'\HESE FORCES AROUND :<~!E SANHJ) INCLUDING L,!"RGS. 
~:)··;~:2S 01 TROOPS IN NEIGH30RYNG AREAS OF LAOSg IN ADDITIC~~ T!~~~~ ;3 VISISLE SUpp~y ACrIVr~Y ON A LARGE SCA~E IN THE SGU~-~ 

t)/'.G;::: ',: RL:";,-J ~:~ l7006 F 0 P SEC ~'l :: T 
:~:~ A~~~S Q~ NORTH VIETNAM 08V!OSULY DESIGNED TO SUPPORi 

~:H~2~ LEV~LO?MENTS ARE DRAMAT!C FURT~ER EVIDENCE OF 

();": Ti-:c EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

. ~. ,,~,,-.,' " 

--- ~------.-----------'--.. -------------.--.------------
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~~;~~3~ ~ND VIET CaNG vrOLA1'~S~!S G~ ~';~;~ CH~ISi'M~S ANE) ~E~: 
Y~A~S 7~UC~S, THESE THREArSN!~G P~S?ARA'r!GNS AND AC~'!a~S 
uND:~~:\~ ~ow LITTLE RESPECT T~~E AGGRESSORS HAV~ POR 7~~i~ 
?~AC~PU~ ?URPOSES SEHIND OUR PROPCSA~S ~aR TRUcrS DURI~~G 
7HESE 7~ADI7IONAL ~OLiDAYS~ 

IN THIS SITUATION THE REPU8LIC or V!~TNAM HAS D~C~DEC~ 
CO~SUL7AT!ON WITH THE U~Sh GaVERI~MENT~ THAT T~E ~ARLIER 
AN~O~NC~D'PROVISIONS OF THE reT ':'RUC£ CAN NOT S~ APPL~~J 
!~ :~R7A!N AREAS WITHOUT SE~:CUS. RIS'< TO THE L~vEs OF ~0c 

7H2S~ ~~~~NCI~G F02CESG T~~~~FORSp -~E TET TRUC~ WILL N'~':' 
A?PL:~C SY V~~~'NAf~~SE ~NO ALLIED i70RCE3 IN 7~~ .r CORPS :~~.' 

LC8IST:CA~ 3UILCUP :N SUPPC~?7 C~ T:~[S aF~~NS~VEJ IT ~AS 
A~SC 8E~N D~C!DED THAT T!~~ ~REVICUSLY PLANNED CESSATION 

~AG[ 3 2U~~:R 17306 f e P SEC R ~ -
c~ ~HE ~2:·i~:~·'3 JF SUPPLY ROUTES ;~ ~~CR7~ VIETNAM !~rLL 
";0: 2·;: /,~:::[~::~~: ~i'\ 7!;'E / .. RE.·\ SCU';"H C;-:- '/10:H TH;~OUG;~ 1.'!HICH 
~~~~s~ SU~=L:~3 ~R~ ~LOWrNGo 7~ I3 A 20URCE OF SZNU:~E 
~E3=~7 -8 :H~ REPU8LIC o~ VIE7NAM 7 1-!AT THE ENEMY~S ~CTIO~:S 
.~ .. \ 'j:" \; E C:-~ S S I -:- A ! ~ ~ i< H r:: S E: :):: r::: :\! S :~ v s ~":: A:::~ U r.; ~ 3 A ~J D H;\ 1/ E ."'1:\ D !~: 

~:'2:GO:\IG OFC:S:ONS HAVE SEEN C2~MUNICAT:D TO 
-~~ :T;~~~ MANILA CO~!~~RE~CE'POWCRS~ ~ND TEXT, 

, .:. I 

T~~!l '.:\L~.C~L>F(Y~ TO BE :~r:?:::C:_:UCr:::J 
'./1', '·" .. ;:..r~· 7;-iE /':c.UTt·:(j:'~i~:.:/\·:·;Cli'-i 

," 


