Thuraday, Feb. 8, 1968
E1:15 a. m,

MR. PRESIDENT:

Bob Ginsburgh made available to me this
staff memorandaom of General DePuy's
bearing on the question you raised with me
this morning, and which I am discussing with
Gen. Wheeler. You may wish to read it.

W, W. Rostow
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ThewMeaning of the Communist Offensive
in Vietnam .
. N +
L. here 1s TUuh speculation concerning the purpose
and the strategy behind the current enemy offensive in
Vietnam. Captured docunento, brisoner statements and Hanoi
announceients seem to speak rather clbarly on this point.

2. The enemy says that he wants a coalition government
and an end to the war.. He wants %he coal*ulou‘bove;nm\_.nv
to be under theuleadership of the NLL -

3. The enemy has saild that the Thieu/Xy Qlique have
never been, and can never bte, a government. Therefore, the
coalition he has in ming is obviously not between tihe NLF

‘and the GVN. He seems to visualize a coalition between
‘the NLF and other "patriotic" elements in Soush Vietnarn.
.fie no doubt has in mind. the mi 1tant Buddnists, the students,
tne Intelilectuals and: so mucn of the Dopulatxon'as ae Ay
De able to scrape together under the so~called Al&;unCu oy
National and Peace norces COM11t ees. - -

v 4., His main problem is that the GVN and .i%4s Army stand
in his way and are not only unacceptable to him bus are
also implacable and irreconcilable enemies,

5. Thus, if he 1s to end the war .by estaoi shing a
coallition which tThen sues for peace and for imerican wishw-

~drawal he nmust destroy the GVA. in order to destroy the

- GVN he must elther achieve a popular uprising againsv 1t
or wear it down quickly, particularly its army, until it has
lost confidence in itself, and %he people in 1it..
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L . nt his VC main, local and puerrillia forces
agains ucture of the govbrnm nv &t every Levol
simult He nas told nis combat units to peroover
in their attacxs and they may or may not be zble 56 ¢ e
In the meanwnile, nhe has held off his North Vietnarmzoe Zorce
with minor exceptions ( 20 percent) to keep U.S. forces
dispersed or engaged. He must delieve thaot niz VO “orces
. with some NVA gap fillers have the capability of gringing
down the RVNAF and destroying the governmental mechnanism.

7. By the most optimistic estimate the VC have lost
about 20,000 out of 140,000 armed men. Another 75,000
irregulars whicn recently were written out of the order

battle may bevavailable to him as,reserves and replacements.
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8. If he is able %o do exactly wha%t he
we can-expect that this Cirst phase of t
(peraaps with ups and downs in *nuensitj)
takes to enervate the government and the R
enervation are now emerg*nb in che I Corpa
If U.S. forces seem tg be upsetting these
decisive way ne can inyensiiy nis squeeze
commit 9 North Vietnamese Divisions which
neavily comml ted and in some cases not comm
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g, Within the next ﬁew days and in order
‘Tforces so that his attrition battle can go o
government, we should expect to see increased
at Gio Linh, Conthlen, Khe Sanh, Dak To, ZKontu
Tam Xy/Chu ual/Quang Vgai {(or alil tnree);, Tuy
Nha Trang and somewnere noruh of Salgon oy
Division, :
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10. The critical areas to be watched continue to de:

a. Effectiveness of the RVNAF.
b. The state of provinces and QlStPlCuS andé .tne
autonomous cities - i.e. the QVN.

c.‘React;on of the people. o

ll. The enemy says February 1s th T
coalition would come aoout aur;n; TED. Ze ta
negotliations and the war being over in the i
1968 and about his. soldiers being nome by Aug
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