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I~' < ,{) Mr. President: ,,!> / 
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I have marked the key paSsages in 
this interesting report from the CIA 

n- .' _ J It indicates clearly 
(pages 3-4) the task ahead for Thieu 
and Bunker in regaining confidence 
after the s.'lock of these attacks.' 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, I). C. 20505 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

31 January 1968 
SA :-TI'flLliD 

f.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
NIJ 81-/J'I + 8k.t-3o 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Walt w. Rostow By 
Special Assistant to the President 

f .~. NARA. Date ~ -1'1-1'1 

SUBJECT 31 January Telephone Conversation with Saigon Station 

1. At 31/0433Z I was in telephonic communication with our Saigon 
Station. The circuit was bad: I could hear Saigon but they could not understand 
me. t.be.~~ !~Po.~.~·~.t.h~tih~~tiiu~oJi'aQ~~':tl1lr 'Stabilitoiftl ~II ~.:s. 
",~.e_~.&.:r:e~....1 _~,.uatia, ~:~.ei:'ip\1S~~~ _~~~:,elletraMo"u)',""e ~~~ .. y\, 
-i!;!l.J:;hancery::wu· aK'&cNaIl)i': peft.fraiN. "tbu,I!.v.tei. C"ii.B·tU4:i.t-::~l'Ito-tile 
c.()~~Il,!l9..-:tber:'cWii.eu.::iiIiJ)~$;-ei~<I;U!:~i!!o. .. ~.~801dlOiOiir'ri: •• of"that 

~:..::.» 

2. 
questions 

~~~","U the following specific 
explaining that these 

were the points 

a. What does the countrywide situation look like? 

b. What do regional officers report? 

c. Was attempt made against Thieu, Ky or other senior GVN 
officials? 

d. Did Saigon attack seem primarily aimed at American 
targets? 

e. Was there any local intelligence or other warning of these 
attacks (in Saigon or elsewhere)? 

f. What do you expect in Saigon and countrywide within next 
24-48 hours? 

g. Any indication of effect attacks had on mood or attitudes 
of Vietnamese population? 
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h. Your general preliminary comments on meaning and 

bnport current countrywide spate of VC activity. 

i. How is VC surge likely to affect QVN standing and 

stability? 

3. At 3l/07l0Z, replied. The text of his reply is given 

below. 1 am passing it to the recipients of this memorandum in the belief that 

find it useful. You will understand, of course, that these ar~ 

initial reactions in a very fluid situation, the full dimensions and 

details of which were not known to him at that time. 

*************** 

FOR~FRO~ 

1. Appreciate your need for rapid coverage of events and assure you we 

are doing everything possible to comply. It has been extremely difficult during 

the morning hours to obtain any hard information on the events of the night since 

Nlice 'a,tt.fuJJy.;. •. Ci:i.LPiea:TriC..m:Gppift! '~p ~per~1\S j!Oi6i'ious~'sea:;;.;~ i,f-t)ii"Ciii~ 

F0..L~~,~,_.!ke y~~.ce~=-~_l!.L~.~.l~Q..u, in a.~_f;1A!t:l.C;l9.s2·t:mm.3lrc:.e;u .. 

and,;t.ppa~tl)' .~ AO'+.~.!::5,in~~a!:.e;a,._~,J~II!.~~ Contrary to earlier 

~pcj-rts;-Enlh&:s_~Y-Cm~Jte.a:.:.ba~'i:Aeel\ inst~~i:Uii.VI.lL'
k-:~ 

~ ----.~ efiftQoa '-; '-; 

2. You will shortly receive dissem concerning 

enemy plans for this evening. 

3. just received. As you can see from above, 

announcement premature that situation was calm enough to permit return of 

personnel to work. At this moment, if:iA=~M.aiJI!""'WJftlma.«::"':rlli"S;;:" 

,"iil'''_;~ ~Jt ue"VGyhosu'e lr'q .... '·up:An>iim .:bt~, lfintelligence referred 

to above is accurate, "!_ ma.Y;-hl\l~,;.MX,pii!rt;ii,.iIa,.iIit*-.... ~. 

4. Will be filing report shortly on countrywide situation 

~
e ional officers are preparing sitreps for di.·rect. transmission . 

..e~.at'lh.iR.'*M·b\·~""·1 ;1<)1: ." 

r.aa~...:..M:.A"V·:'fi;nUtO'ii)~iriUFN~~l:a--'iS"JL.-un ... ~~. Although 

American facilities received their share of attention, other targets were.~ 

and r.btltuimrlrmttV'Qx::hhijrF!i;MSiUj}!'Jr:!'tii:1~1!f'15Duri
ng the last 

few days, Station has diligently pursued all available sources for inl;elLig 

that might have given us warning of these. attacks. 
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reports but nothing which appeared to be very hard. 
not I."..tl .~.. oldhe. lSi\y O' Te4f e num 

At this point, we anticipate that country­
continue tonight. However, we lacking intelligence from the 

regions which would give US an accurate read-out. Your telecon questions, para 
Zg, h, and i will be dealt with separately. 

5. COS and EXO will spend 
in another area of the city. 

Every possible precaution being taken to assure security 
of personnel and classified facilities. 

6. Re your telecon questions g, hand i: 

a. You will appreciate the difficulty we have in even beginning 
an answer to these questions which will be of great importance when 
the security situation settles down. 

b. We are not today in contact with many elements in the 
Vietnamese population to discern their attitudes and moods. A 
circling airplane with loudspeakersto le_~~ p~p.let:P.. $.taY:Cl!'U,l1e 
f~~~t.s .. ~l\d :i.~.tll~il' .hl?me.~..:;. ye. h~I/.e..repDr.tec:lly .In<ll.ee SJlCd~;_ 
L~r .. ~f4:s_ ~_ Pfrl'p'AS.Ji.:yj~il!._c..e..r.tai&"l'e:a~ to -Vac_"· hom es ·at- risk 
.:p1..!~~Jh. ).Most Saigonese have indeed stayed at home and we 
as sume that they will follow VC order s as well. JlI:c::..mQ.~~2!;!. 

tl' 1'!-ry...!W.~ 
< -

rl c. The meaning and import of current activity can be ... l4 extracted from VC stated intentions regarding the winter-spring 
~J campaign, their calls for general uprising, and their obvious 
~; drive toward a major victory for propaganda and morale purposes. 
U While-,.e.Jl'aybeunders. .. ~amaj4;)r.~munipl.n,.passme·ftt"witM"11tt 
t! lastTii.g:-milria~}·9ig;tifie~~._iIU:._QUwat·e Un~.r •.. Wi1l 'iiipczjcl" OJi!t 
'j their deg·ri'e··Ji:licce.ss 08 the gl'Q&lI.d ~ ~t...wp_ct-oil: AlnUica'A I , I.. .. .p_ .• _._ ._._ .......... ~ .,'. __._ •. ___ .' 

::, ~ii 50U1tl\-Vietn~e.ae willingneSS to re.bound.~·boOstfD::YC"NVA 
t \ ~orale-_u"ii: u.,tca~~~.t~::k .. :;~b~tit;~. 
f!.J 
J::i 
lid. Regardles s of what happens tonight or during the next few 
': days, ths_m~~~t>~c.$$,.;W-'i~y:aGliievecni.-;S~it6h 'allcLl!-~':c~l1I1d 
j. !~.~!:~t'l':Y_~iU ~.iV!~S:~!>L~C;.c:t tkeinilagi·.~J~@-.s:sV.M._(~ib~. 
~~~~J ~~.t:ic .. n .. llies uwe.lL) h~~l:l.~,!}'.~II.~J.lh.~l'~~,J..,.uP" 
\Y.i~i!2~e..s.c:...lH>~iuho ~s~pa~~Jtcd .~~,r.!\A..~:'1 
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•... _':!,j.!ical;--Ilope.an'ci e~c;rl for l'Te>te-clitm -k1I»m o.".i" gov"rNn.t* 
, ; a,nd ~!' _~l~_tiva lack. ol'iC arl\vity iOl\ S~8C>1\ dl:l.)'~t>f rec_t- months 

: .,ci<u.teli a FTeslqnp~e>nof G..V~._aftd police t~8BU.·iatl\l$ -ai71iiit,ti 
; - -any .. ",.te-. ~ho.5e·wkD belifve thu .sl3curi~y_~itua-tiQ" (not the 
: ;-p~litical) is P~~~~"I:!~_wiH~.~~~~·~'oNy' a tough,_ eUkleni;,:! 
, ' no~nonsense ~o';('rnme11t rur. by~f m.Uit .. ,.,~~n meet-the. shellit-
" \ p!'r5L~~. i:nrvst-ofthe .v~.t.CDnjt.l Those who cannot stomach such a 

'C ,government will be moved further toward the temptation of negotia­
; ~tions and coalition government. 

~"- -.' ~ .... -:; 
"-e-.~""'#."." "": .'-.: 

e: We would hope to be permitted to delay additional analysis 
and prediction until we have provided for the necessary security 
of our installations and personnel and can begin to move about the 
city to communicate with sources able to provide authoritative 
reactions and ideas. In meantime, hope above will be helpful. 

cc: Secretary Rusk 
Secretary McNamara 
General Wheeler 
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