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'Yuu HAVE PLACED ON MY EARLIER MESSAGE. .-
TROGPS, 80T BECAUSE ‘I FEAR DEFEAT IF 1 A% NOT ?nINFORCED.
CINITIATIVE FROM THE RECENTLY REINFORCED ENEMY YITHOUT

CIF 8% NOT REISFORCES AND 'IT IS LIXILY THAT WE WILL -
'LOSZ GROUND I8 OTHER AREAS. IF_I_aﬂ%R§CUIPED‘TGEﬁgﬁgl'

. FIRST, WITH TLGAED TO THE I%TEAPRETRTIOW NHICH

A. I Al EXPRESSING A FIRM REQUEST FOR ADDITID%AL 5

307 RECAUSE I DO NOT FEEL THAT I CAN FULLY GRASP THE -
THEM, ON THE OTHEW HAND A SET. BACK IS FULLY POSSIBLE "

FORC ﬁEMT TO I CORPS,. .
US QF THE ARVN IS HARQ sO DETERMINE AT Lo
N 15 ENCOURAGED BY THE ABSENCE OF PENETRATIGN T
JY THE LTrZCTIV“ PERFOAMANCE OF HIS DIVISION COMMANDERSy @~ 7
3D BY THE AUMGER OF TROOPS THAT ARE VOLUNTARILY RTPORTING
“esC ARVN HEADGUARTERS FROM A& LEAVE STATUS, TO TAKE THEIR - =
FOSITIONS I8 PROVISIONAL UNITS WHILE AWAITING RETURY TO THEIR }
SdN CHGARNIZATIONS THE ‘BIG QUESTION WARK 1S5 THE RF/PF. . T
i .b ASKED FOR A COMPLETE STATUS REPORT BY 2% FEB. BY
g ‘2 THE TRUE ARVN SITUATION SHOULR BE SIFTEID OUT.
THE .“%ﬁ”H LE, I AWM HOPING FOR THE BEST EUT\Q’COG“IZW‘

-u—*l'v

CTHAT THERE WILL BL MANY DIFFICULTIES

Ca Tﬁm CAPACITY OF OUR LDGIHTIC SYSTEM IN NORTHERN

:E CIZ HMUST BE BUILT UP AS %X INCREASE THE TROOP DENSITY.

¥E HAVE HAD U“RY LITTLE MARGIN OVER QUR REQUIREMENIS. THEREFQRE,

A FIRMLY CONTROLLED LAND LOC IS A NECESSARY ADJUNCT TC THE B ’

SEA AND AIR LCC'S. HIGHWAY ONE IS OF UTMOST INMPORTANCE T0 hUbTAIV
ADDITICNAL TRCOPS NORTH OF Al VAN PASS, NY PLANS FOR REINFORCING _

JGdIHFnN I CTZ INCLUDE OPENING THIS LOC. o R
oo Pa td QELD Fﬂﬂ TROQPS 1O, REGAI“ TRE: INITIATIVE WAS E ,RESS”D o

Y]




3 3 15 1IN RESPONSI TO YOUR GUESTIONS AS TO WHETHER OR
A0 CRANGE OUR STRATESYD
DG WOT PLAN TO CHANGE MY LOCAL S3TRaTZGY. IT HAS ALWAYS
TERESL ON “MFTHLING THE INEMY HALIN FURCES WHILE PROVIDING
© GECURITY BEHIND WHICH THE STRUCTURE OF GOVEZRNMENT #30
EE HE=ZSTABLISHED. THIS HAD TO B% TIED 1IN FLOJ“L!‘“
™ THE .JC.\.,CI v.L) "'i-JFn"T"""JITH THE ARVN aO‘?m...‘J.
L Y,‘TWE ”ld - PCLITICC « MILITARY OFFEYSIVE @I CH THE
4) T‘ HAD CﬁUSEJ UZ TO RE~ZV2ALUATE QUR PRIORITIIZS.
Wﬂ 11U hﬁ“ TD “ SVISZ QUR OFFENSIVE PLANS, ESPECIALLY IV I11 CTZ,
WD F%ﬁf THE RE%! ITIES G” THE CURREHNT SITUATION. YE HAVE BEEN OBLIGED
DIVERT nORE SUPPORT TO THE ARVN IN PROTECTING THE POPULATED A?-Ab..
THIZ U&; UGuL AEFORE Tﬁu TET AGGRESSZION BASID oY IVLELLI”FVC" Ahu
g AMALYSIS OF THE SITUATION.
5« 1 AGREE HITH THE OBSERVATION THAT CLEARING THE’CITIED IS oF
ﬁI”n"‘f PRICRITY. TO THIS END THE ARVN ARE DEVOTING A SIGHIFICANT
URTICH OF THEIR ASSETS. THIS IS REFLECTED IN THE DELTA WHERE A ’
L \RGE WUMBER OF CITIES HAVE BLE“ ATTACKED, BUT HAVE BEEN CLEARED:
1N 3é1uﬁﬂ JH RE Up TO bIKT*EN GE“FRQL RLSERUE BATTRLIDWG HAVE '

E"hx\i‘. E:\JL AR

: NWquhDUT II CTZ wravz ALL OF THE CITI"" HAVE BEEN - - !
CLELARE] Ui IT"g AND IN HUE. IN MAWY OF THESE ACTIONS, US FORCES '

HAVE ZEEN € C'”I TED. IN THE DZILTA, AN ADDITIONAL US BRIGADE 0OF TwQ

SATTALIONS ¥aS REQUIREID T SAVE THE SITUATION AT BEN TRE AND AT

dY THO, Tu HRE TOWIGHT IS HEADING TOWARDS CAN THD TO STAVE OFF - :
A THREAT 0 THE CAPITOL. THIS IS THE FARTHEST SOUTH THAT THE SRF HAS A,
ENOCOMMITTED,. IN BAICON, ONE OF OUR S5ATTALIONS IS IN THE CITY S

D SELVEZRAL OTHERS ARE MANEUVERING AGAINST THE ENEMY FORCES THAT
REOIN THE Aﬁﬁﬁ. uAJAHG IS ALﬁOaT ENTIRELY PROTECTED 3Y US FD%CTa.'

¥ A
PEIATIONS. , S
S. DESPITE THE HIGH waonzrv ACCORDED TO THE crrzss, STILL -
SEE THE ENENY aau¢r10m I8 THE KHE SANH/DWZ AREA AS THE GREATEST SINGLE -
PAREAT. IT MUST 2E STOPPED OR ALL OF MORTHERN T CTZ WILL BE IN :
JEDPARDY. TO DEFEAT THIS EREXY, wHC Ha® CLCSE TO 50,000 TROAPS IN
THI abRia ga HAVEI BEEN OBLISED TO DEPLOY 28 U3 dATTALIONG PLUS HEAVY.
COMEAT SUPRCRT FORCES TO THAT SECTOR.

3F THIS bﬁzaas us TO KHE 'annu. HOULD YE Dbszvn TH?RE,'|
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IMAT WE WOULD HAVE A FORUARD OPLRQTING BAan FRON Wﬁ!%ﬁhw: c ,

‘”T1@ PETATIONS ACAINST THE KEY INFILTRATION ROUTES IN EA:T&RS LAQS. , , a\
' SURE, OUR PRBITION THERE HaS NCT STOPPED IMFILTRATION, BT

Di“ 3y
TRE IS GOOR EVIDENCE TO. INDICATE THAT IF YT HADN'T RELD AT KHE
T iz PEEJY ¥OULD HAVE HAD CLEAR SAILING STRAIGHI DOWN TO QUANG
AUD SYEN WUE WITH ALUTELY NOTHING IN HIS PATH FROM THE MORTH- . = |
57. THE WHOLE QUANG TRI POSITION VOULD HAVE BEEG FLANKED a¥D THE . ©. . -
Pt BATILE FOF WHICH WE ARE RO GIRDING AT X:E SANH WOWLD BEON .o " -
KA'DS ALCNS THE POPULATED. BELT OF I CTZ. THIS IS NOT THE PREFERRZD :
ACE TO FIGHT SUCK BATTLES AS EVENTS OF THE PAST WEEK HAVE INDICAT

ROTE s D‘LIVLR DURING DUTY HOURJA_“
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LEAST THO RECIME#TS MOVED AGAINST IT BUT WERE ODRIVEN OFF. THIS TINE
G RuTHY BUNILD UP MAS BEEN GREATER THAN BEFORL WHICH HEIGHRTEN

(]

STSADUANTABES, . ARD ¥wOULD 3E A DIFFICULT MANEUVIR. MUCH OF THZ HEA
SARIFHLUT O 3ASEc AN ONLY 3SE EXTRACTED BY ROAD, FInallY, THERZ

13 THL PSYCHOLOGICAL INPACT .GF A Y ITHD?AWAL. TO DO SO NO¥, AFTER

“ip pEoZNT VO SPLURGE IN THE CITIES, AND THE LOSG OF L&NG VEI

HULD BE A AEAVY BLOY TO THE CONFIDEWCE OF THE PEQPLE AND GOVERNMENT
aF 29, ASD POSSIBLY TO A LARGE SEGUENT OF THL AMERICAN PURLIG. I

J

o -

45T HOLD  THE POSITION AND I THI¥K WE YILL HOLD 1IT. ON THME OTHER

‘oD A5 REPGRTED TG YOU, I INTEND TO OPLY HY 9 WHICH WILL.GIVE US o

4 NUMEIZR OF OPTIONS AND COWPLICATE TH: ENEMYS® PROBLEH.
10. LASTLY, ¥vITH REGARD TO THE SUGSESTION THAT I PULL dY TROOFS .
AT 3F THE DEILTA TO USE THEN AS A RESERVE, LEAVING THE DELTA TO ARVN.

hf o7Ax. HOYIVER, TO WITHDRAY FROW KHE SANH/WOULD HAVE CERTAIN TACTIZAL
yY -

21G6KT N0¥, AS I EXPLATNED ABOVE, ¥E ARE DEEPLY INVOLVED IN PROTECTING

Tut PGPULATION CENTEZRS OF THE DELTA VWITH THE COMBINATION OF US/aRvH:
FORCES. 1 HAD WOPED T0 MOVE A TWO SATTALION BRIGADEI 4P TC LONG AN

SROVINCE TOCAY, BUT THE THREAT TC CAW THO CHANGED MY MIND. aS YCU AﬁE“.

awARE, IT IS INPOSSISLE FOR OHE TO BT VLRY FAR FROM THIS SATTLEFIELY ff';

AND NAKE FINITE SUGGESTIONS AS T0 WHAT SHOULD BE IN RESERVE. THE

STTUATION CHAWGES TOO RAPIDLY. I FIND THAT I MUST WEIGH EVERY PIEGE. . el

9F SVIDERCE CAREFULLY AND CONTINUALLY RE-EVALUATE THE ALTERNATIVES

I CcAN RTINFCRCI ONE ARTA FROM ANY QTHER ANWD THE DELTA 15 NO CXCE M

11, 1 GOULD BE PLEASLD TO HAVE YOU VISIT
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