
INFORMA TION 

'flOP 5tleltET 

Monday, February lZ. 1968 
9:00 p.m.. 

Mr. Pre.ld.at: 

Here 1. 0. •• W •• tmore1aD.cl'. 
further reply to til. queationa aakeel 
by GeL Wfuteler. 

Bromley Smltll 

TOPSECltET 

BKS;rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4(b) 

3.2 
.. --

~ Ho!R GuideIinc:s, Feb. 24, 1m 

P,'+tf!-' NAKA, Date tl0'1t 

I 
--_ .. _-. 
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GO Y::!C~DS 
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DE YSNKOA 56 0432336 
.. 0 12~~259l ZYH ZFF-5 . 

Fi1 GE.,,1 !,HIESLER CJCS '1IASl{ DC 
!.'lfO~·~H ROSTO'-'l WHITE HOUSE: WASH DC ' 
[":'1 HUSK 31',A1':: DEPT ~!ASH DC 
:-,1;', HEL~~S CIA 
GEN JOI1NSQ.'l eSA I,'IASH DC 
GE:N [,!CCO ~l:~~LL C5;'\~' \\'l\SH DC 
:~v)j l'lOor~ER CNO tJ ,<\5 H DC 
ZS~/GEN CHAPMAN c~c WASH DC " 
o 1?lS23Z ZYH ZfF-3 
F~'l G£N '1IEsn10HELAND 
TO GF.Nl':RAL WHEELER CJCS 
'l[>lFO ADMmAL SHARP CINCPAC 
ZEt1 
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T 0 l? <; .. r 9 ;;' T toJAC 02018 EYES ONL YSECTION OlltOF TWO, 
REF: .JCS01695 ' ',' 

, 1. FIRST. 1411'11 REGARD, TO THE INTERPRETATlONWH!Ca 
YOll HAVE PLACED Oi~ MY EARLIER MESSAGE. " ' 

'. , ." 

A.I ;\(1 EXPRESSING A FIRM REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL 
TROOPS. Nor BECAUSE I FEAR DEFEAT IF' 1 AM NOT REINFORCED, 
seT BECAUSE, I DO ,NOTrE£L THAT I CAN FULLY GRASP THE/','; 
!!~HIAnvc: FRO:,! THZ RECIWTL Y REINFORCED ENEMY 'tJITHOUT ,',', 
T;'(E:1. ON THE orrum HAND A SET BACK IS rUl.L Y POSSIBLE.::" 
IF r Ml Nor REI'n'ORCED A;.JD'H,IS LIX!LY THAT WE IiIl.L,' 
LOSE GROUND IN OTHER AREAS IF I AM REQUrREOTO ~AKE 
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SU'3S!.t;NTIt,t RE:INFORCEME~lr TO ! CORPS. 
8. THe: S7ATUS OF' THE ARlJN IS HARD TO DETEfHIINE AT 

THIS TV:E. VIEt: IS ENCOURAGED BY THE ABSENCE OF' PENETRATION;'" 
bY THE: EF?::'CTIVE ?ERFORt'1ANCE OF HIS DIVISION CO~~lA~li)ERS; 
;:,lD 3'( THE illJM0ER OF 'moops THI\T ARE VOLUNTARILY REPORTING' 
L;TO'i.\J1V:l HEADQUARTERS FROt-! A LEAVE STATUS. TO TAKE rHEIR ' , 
?03InON3 li1 PROVISIONAL UNITS WHILE A\~AlnNG RErUR:l TO THEIR 
0~~ ORGANIZATIO~. THE BIG QUESTION MARK'rs THE Rr/PF. 
" ti,W:: !\SKED FC'!'i A CO~1PLETE STATUS REPORT BY 29 FEB., BY 
T:-HS rnK THE TRUE ARVN SITUATION SHOULD BE SIFTED OUT. 
:(;~ THE: ~EAN'i]}j!L£,I AM HOPING FOR THE 8EST BUTRECOGMIZE 
l'H:~T THii:RE \1'1LL BE t1ANY DIFFICULTIES. ' 

c. THE CAPACITY OF OUR LOGISTIC SYSTEM I~ NORTHERN . 
r en MUS! Ell!: SUILT UP AS tilE INCREASE THE n<oo? DENSITY. 
',,'S HiWE (i,4D VERY LITTLE I~ARGIN OVli;R OUR REQUIREMENTS. THEREFORE. 
II I'!fE·1L'f co:mWLLE:> LAND Loe IS A NECESSARY ADJUNCT TO THE 

" 

SEA A;;D AIR Lee·s. HIGl1WH ON£ IS OF UTMOST I~PORTANC::; TO SUSTAIN, 

~~n~~~Ai h~~Oi~~~~~HO~f~~~G V~~I~A~~C. MY.P1.A~S' rOF ~£I:n:ORCING ' 
D. THE:m:D fOR TROOPS TO, REGAINTH£ INITIATIVE WAS EXPRESSED 
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'I~ ~~RAG~?4PH A ABOVE. 
:~. THE Fo).LO;; H:S I S Hi RESPO ''1~;Z TO YOUR ()UF:;;TIC~~S AS TO ~) HEniJ:::'1 OR 

:-.L~·,'.i· :;.!E S~~OULD GH:'~\~1GE OUR '3THATCOY9 
:;:. ,[ DO I~OY I'U,! TO CHA:~G;:: elY !.CCI\L 3rri~T:;:\lY. IT H,~;3 ALI,wtS 

,/:"'2') c'"'.:n:rn::li O~,i DEft,HING TKE r~,'iEMY l·lll, V) fORCES 'iHIU: PROVIJZNG 
(1 3HIS! .. D OF' SECV1ITY BEHIND \:!HICH THE STRUCTU!?E OF GOVER\;Nr~;'JT t'~'JD' 
5,;:;cn,TY ~Oi1LD BE: im-ESL\8LlSHED. THIS HAD TO g:i TIED IN CL03::LY~­
P/~(\r.!CUl.('~F{LY l;~ Tl':£ SECC1.~JD I-iSPECT--:.JITH THE: ;~~i\'VN F'OR:;£S. 

~1. GE~r/1I:\LY, T'·i£ ~JL~JGR POLITICO ... ~1ILlrtiRY OF'F£~_':5IVF; ~HICH I'H£ 
~iE~Y LAU:JCHZD AT TET HAS CAUSED US TO 2£-EVALUATE OUR PRIORIIIE~. 
,0" .,,\'- j"I" ~" < -\11"'- O"t> O"'-""''''IV'' '~L""~ -SpI:'CI l' Y I" ITl C17 :~:. :1.1"1 J:: ... 1hW 41.1 ,~:... :.:Jt.. l~l\ I, I'rr .. l'l1:! ... r ht ... "'), 1:. ". A~_ .'4 "" ll,.o t 

~:iD FACi THE RE~LITIES OF THE 'CURRE~T SITUATION. ~E HAVE SEEN OBLIGED 
'lG DIVERT clORE :::;U?PORT TO TH£: ARVN IN PROTECTHlG THE ?OPUUITED f,R:::,~S., 
tHIS ~A5 DONE BEFORE THE lET AGGRESSION BASED D~ INr£LLIGE~CE AND 
:'i'~ 1~,dli~~L YSIS Oi: -'T HS' ,sITU.4T IO~. 

·i. I /,\GRE£ i!lITH TH! OBSE!"lVATION THAT CLEARWG THE/CITIES IS OF 
iHG,iEST PRIORITY. IO THIS rOll) THEARVN ARE DEVOT!:~G A SIGIHFICAlJT 
?OiHION OF THEIR ASSETS. THIS IS, REFLrCTSD IN THE DELTA WHERE: A 
L~RGE :.mlBER OF CITIES HAVE 8~EN ATHCKED. BUT HAVE BEEN CLEARED; 
r;~ SilIGO;vwHERE UP TO SIXTEEN GENERAL RE3ERVE BATTAl.IONS HI\VE 
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) i~EKE;DS • ., 
Z YS.IKQ~ 57 0432336 

122.2592: Zy;.( ZF'F-S' 

.. 

<,~ SS ~l ~i;f2EL£R CJCS WASH DC' ~ 
n:c '111 RCSTO:~ ',HiITE HOUSE WASH DC' .. 

.~ r,USK GTAn DEPT ~ASH DC' . 
.; &:VS CIA 
::-1 JOKiJ3C;J CSA ',;'ASH DC , 
::~ i'1CCO~,:JSLL CSAFIJASH DC ., . 
JM ~ODRER c~o WASH DC . 
::::VO::::; CHAP;·lAN C:1C '~ASH DC. 
i 1218232 ZYH ZFF-3 

:.,) G£:12RA.L ,1;'HEELER CJCS 
:iFO A~MIRAL SHARP CINCPAC' 
::~1 
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;.. 9 ?S E e R is r .MAC02018 ~YESONLY FIN,~L SECTION OF.TWO 

9. TI;lICF. !?SFORE KilE.SANK HAS BEEN Th'RLHENED. LAST SPRING AT. 

_U\Sl HiO HEGH1E:"iS ;·lOVro AGAINST IT Bur 'jERE DRIVEN OFF. THIS Tll'lE 

::;~ is;::':;I;)' 2UILD UP K;S BEEN GREATER nl!~~~ BEFORE~HICH HZIGrtTENS 

::iE RISK. n0',':~VE:~ ,TO 'IIITHDRA'J! F1W"1 KHE SANH'WOtlt.D HAilE CERTAIN T';CT1CAL 

~'I%DV~\,iTlir;S:3,;i\i'D ';lOULD :1£ A nIHICULT 11AI~EU1JE:R. MUCH OF 1HZ HLW'{ 

,:~iJIPI!S:lT 0;; 31\S;;> CAN ONLY BE EXTR.I-\cr;;:D BY fIOAl). FIN.!\t.L Y. THERE 

::; LiZ I'SYCiiGl.O;:lICAL I~lPACT.OF A I,Il!HD;~AW/IL.· TO DO so :>0'4 .. AFTER -

, .. IE i:EC:~:;T VC SPLURGE' IN THE: CITIES, AND THE 1.05;; OF LANf.l VEl 

;')\)1:) 3E A flE!\VY 81.01 TO THE: CONFIDENCE OF THE: PEOPLE AND GOVF.Fnl~lENT 

:;f S'Jil. ,~:,D POSSIBLY TO A LARGZ SEG!1ENT OF T11::. AMERICAN ?Ui3l.lC. ! 

':UST HOUJ THE POSITION AND 1 THHIK WE IllLl. H01~D IT. ON THE nTHER 

i(4:~D ,\5 REPOi'lTSD TD YOU, 1 INTE~lD TO OPE.!~ BY 9 !;IHICH 'Hl.LGIYE us 

;~<:lUi1J:::R Of 01'110% Ml1} COt'1PLICAT-E TH~ EtlDlYS' PROBLEI'!. 

10. Ll\STLY .'>'ITH REGARD TO THE SUGGESTION THAT I PU1.l. NY TROOPS 

':JUi OF THE: DSLTA TO USE THE!'l AS A RESERVS. !.SAVING THe: DELTA TO ARV:,j. 

"lGnt ~lO;i. AS I [XPL!Hi~ED .~80V;::. 111£ i\RE D!.!:E?L '{ l~JVOLVED IN PROTSCTING 

T:-i:!: POPUV{t!Oi·; CEl'ITER5 OF THE DELTA \iITH THE. CO:1::.I!:ll\T!ON OF' US/ARlfN' 

fORC:". I HAD f'.OPZD TO :qOVE A TillO BATHLIOt: BRIGAOE UP TO l.ONe AN 

?ROVUCS iO:I\Y. B'JT tHE THREi\T TO CAN THO CHA:.lG.ED MY ;\lI;~D. AS YOU ARE· 

"',;!UU:. IT IS U;?OSSISLE fOR om~ TO SY VERY FAR ~'ROM THIS BATTLEFI~LD 

~:'m :1I\K£ FI'lITE SUGG£STI01'lS AS TO WHAT SHOULD BE IN ll£SEfWE. THE 

SITUATION CHAMCES roo RAPIDLY. I Fl~D THAT I MUST WEIGH EVERY PIECE 

r)r ~~V!DE;ilC!:: CAR5~FIJ1..l .. Y liND co:~rnHJAtLY RE-EVALUATE THE ALTERiIlArIV 

I .CAN Rr.!NFTRCE ONE AR:!:'A FfWrl ANY OTHER t;:1D THE DE1.TA IS NO EoXCE 

11. I IiiO~lL0 31'.: Pl.EASZO TO HAVE YOU illS IT 
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