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I. A DOCU~'~ S:-JT DAHD 9 FEB, PROB,!\3L Y WUTTEN 

W RANKING CAD)~S OF' ~lR5, VI.IIS TAKEN FRa'I SENIOr. 
~APTAIN PHANDUY DAI, A SE:-Jlon MILITARY MEMBER OF' 
.'HE QUM1G ',,,,\,'1 PROVI;~CE CO~1MITTEE Ci~?TURED ATDANANG. 
';-115 DOCUt:ENT IS ESSENTIALLY A CRITIQUE OF' THE ~ 
~\!21Y' S rET OFF'Er'JSIV·E THROUGH 9 F'}:~BRUARY. 

8. TH: F'I:'~ST PAR:~GRAPHS REITS2ATE THE 
3TA~:DARD C~R~ZNT CLAI~S OF VC PROPAGA~DA. TliE 
~UTHOR CLAI:~S A 8RILLIANT VICTORY, DESTRUCTION OF' 

'. 500 .~I~CT~:'~o;.'T, .1.iU:'JDR~DS OF' ,~.J1TILLERY PIECES, LIB~R;~-
~'ION OF TOi;fN:3 A~!D CITIES AND SO FORTH. HOWr.:VER, THE' 
1:5T SF' THE DOCU~ENT IS DEVOTED TO A MORE REALISTIC 
~\?PRAI2l~L Of THE SI!UATION. 

3. T~~E DOCU:1ENT ADDRESSES T:--iE TlJ0 £'l.4IN TASKS 
'.j)' THE CURR:':~';T C Pt1 P AI '3N-- THE If G;~i~E~l\L C-01..Ji',JTER p,TTAC;\'· 
~~!D THE t'G2~ERAL, UPRISING." THE AUTHOR REFERS TO 
~':-{ESE !~S "oT >~O.l" ,~ND "T ~JO. 2" RESP.!.':CTIVELY. 
·?E DESCRI32S TH~ ANALYSIS SY TH~ CU?RE~T AFFAIRS 
:~O~~l1ITTSE O? r,;R 5 OF THE DZF'ICrS::NCISS IN CO:'!CEPT 
~'fTD TININS OF THE TZT OFFENSIVE. 

4. TH2 DOCU~ENT ADMITS ,TO A FAILURS OF THE VC 
~J GAlN ?OPULA~ SUPPORT " ••• A 313 ~ISTA!(Eo" IT ALSO 
:':.::;XITS TO A ?AILURE TO DE::ECT RV~\JAF TROOPS (H~i'ILI­
;;\'1Y PROS"L':'TING" IN VC TEFlMS). Nm T.o A FAILURE IN 
::JO;~DI;L~Tl:'~3 THZ ATTACK RES~JLTIN8 IN PR::::2,1/~.TJ1~E 

5. T;-:Z AUT~~O~ _~TTRIBUT:S THE F'AILUrrSS TO 
··,..,\l·'ir·.-.', ... ·-,~·,.,. it,! PO-[" PR''''OflPATI ~\i A1Ti"'o ...... V ....... 'T-,..,..O·\l uTi' ~:-"A, ,:":').')":".J':: .... ~" I..... ., ~.r..l "'l.J'"'l_ U' .. ' ;·,.\U t.i\!'...\...o_'.l. J..' l\f. !'L.;. 

~TATES T~AT THE PC?ULACE.WAS PASSIvE SECAUSE THEY 
:\D \lOT 8:E~1 POLITICI\LL Y ~! OTIV ATED MID OnGA"IZED. 
~:~ ATTRI3UT~S MILITARY FAILURE TO THE TIMIDITY OF 

;1\) 1'O::;C£3 '!iKO SHOULD HAVE 8EEN USED F"Ol1 "CLOSE 
:'-TT.~CKS," I. E., IN THE CITIES. THEY STAYED" OUT-
;IDS" AND FAILED TO "SERVE THE WPORTANT POINT." 

, eSCLASSIFIED 
E.O.12356. Sec. 3.3 
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::\l!:CUTION OF THE OFFENSIVE WAS "STAGGP'lED" 8ECAUSE ..~ Mamo.Jan. 5. 1988 ' 
:',0',1£ UNITS DID ",OT RECEIVE'A DELAYORD2R FOR "N DAY." By .. NAAADate ~--1L--9L-, 

. '. . 
: THIS IS aUR FIRST INFORM/lTI O~1 EXPL:>INING THE 24-
fOUR DIFFERE;)CE 3ETHEEN I>1I~ 5 ATnC](S AND ,~7T.4C)(S • • 
-.~LE'.:JHEnE.) THE AUTHOR CL(4It11S THAT "~lILr.TARY , 
?ROSELYTDlG" lvAS '~iiELL DEVELOPED," BUT UNCOORDINATED. 
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~:SREE9t ~~D T~:~ 'r~Y ~?RISI~1G AGAI~~. 

I,. ':·:R 5 CONCLUDZS T}Ll1T STR(.\TE2Y l·1UST S-E 3ASED 
ON TH2 Fli(ST CIRCUt15T.-;NCE. T:-I:2 "GENZR!:.L UPRISING" 
i··:U:3T BE t-:Ci":IEV:!:n \,!HILE HELATIVELY STRONG FO?CES 
STILL EX 1ST, RU2.L\L BASES ARE INT {~CT A~·.]D ADI!1 INISTRA-
TIO;;1 STILL EFFECTIVE. SPEClli'IC.~LL Y, ~·lR5 P.DV OC!~\TES 
XSE?I~G UP TERRORIST ACTIVITY IN T:~E CITIES, 
2ESTORING 3~E~?ILLA WARFARE OUTSIDE TH~ C~TIES, AND 
L.'\U:\!C;~I~:S CDNTI;,,!!jOUS 1,1f;.VES OF ;3I8 ;~.TTf~Cl(S1O\ POLITI­
CALLY 7:~::: >:£1.\.1 F;~C>JT ORG.~~JIZp.TI'JN SHOULD BE CONSOLI­
S~T::D .;:.}·IJ :~XPL.':ITZD. THE PROBLS·: 0;'- ?REVE~·JTI~:G A 
D110P I.\! ~':l DR:;L~ IS TO BE CONSIDEf:ZJ n It .. ! A CRITICAL 
,~\:~i CO;·.;-rI~JUOUS ~·~AN:'JER" BY POINTI~·;G OUT rr:CENT 
~VE~·JTS ?~S VC VICTOHIES AND EXPL .. \INInG THE RECENT 
:\TTP.,':;KS IN THZ CO~TTZXT OF A SERI~S CF EVE:JTSw 

8. OU2 ASSZSS~~~T OF T~!E l)OCUME~T CARRIES THE 
USUAL H.6.Z/;F:)S OF INT2H?R~TI~13 T;·:~ 'E'L'RGIJ CO;'1NUNIST 
::TYL: 'JF [XPRSSSIO~Jo rUATHE2, IT SHOULD 3ti: 
':,!r:Yl"'E:; ":H.~iT TJf::: DOCU~'lEl,!T EXPPESSSS TH~ VIEt·,'S OF BUT 
C~~::: Fil?'~RT;~:'·lT HE!\DQUi~RTERS7 f.1R 5'S A."':;.\LYSIS ~'1AY NOT 
::;~~:V (.>:IL 1:·1 T:iE OV~R;;LL REEV.~LUATIJ:0 TH~.T IS 
C:~TAI~~LY U~D~~WAY WITHIN THE E~Z:IY L~~JERSHI? 
M~V~~T~Tl TSS NT Tl-N~I) TV7~T 01 OI·,I'Tq 0,. AR-17C[JLARLY , . .., --, •• ~.I~ ..... _,". , ".-__ •. ~"-';...).... , .... !"-\... .~ 

SIG\I?ISA~T AND FAIRLY CLEAR: 
:-J .• HI ~'.lO. 1'·, T;[E GSN~:E.c;L COU:\:TE~~P.TTACK, 

A~D liT ~O.2~, TH:~ GENERAL UPRISI~G~ ~ERE TO BE 
SI'TLL1'EG;;S, ~lOT CO:,lS',ZCUTIVE. IT IS \WT SO CLEAR 
.~HST~ER T~~E KH~ SANH, DMZ, A~J B-3 FRONT ATTACKS 

1 . .'E:=<1: ';"0 o'~ P'-lRT OF "T 'VO. 1." PE 3ELIEIJE ?RO:'l 
OTHER ?.VIDZNCE THf;T' THZY PROBl\BLY 1.!.lZRE; THE LACK OF' 
SZP.~·~.T:::AT~ TRE.6.'r'I£\1T OF THOSE AREl\S L'~ THZ DQCl]~,jENT 
;.~LS:J SUr:G~~STS THEY t:,'SRE TO BE ?t<RT Or. THE n GENEFL~L 
CC'U:-;T7~_4TT.~C}(." \,!E H{.I~V£. NO GOOD CLU~ p;S TO THE 
;;:::.'~.:):J;': FC:~ TH!~ L:'\ST ~'1 INUT)~ P~STPO~·:S~·~ZNT ORDZR FOR 
'"'" DC,Y", 3UT IT COULD H./IVE BEEN DUl: TO ?R03LSr1S IN 
SZTTI:·\G T;-{S NV (J, ATT/\eKS IN RIi}lOTE ATE,qS UNDER1.~IP.Y. 

2. Ti-(:: ENEt~Y RE;ALIZES T:lAT HIS EFFORTS 
HAVS ~AqGELY FAILED. MR 5 SEES NO REAL ALTI:RNATIVE 
Tn cOC)E~m~TION OF HTEl'lPTS TO ACHEVE A GENERAL 
U?RISH)G ,;>JD IS ~IORRIED ABOUT THE EFFECT OF RECENT 
2V EiHS or,; THE ;,10RALE OF CADRE Arm THE RANK AND FILE. 



''':2,TT-,,'<~ ':~:."-,:,, ,'1/ .. -, ;"',;',~d ;~~ .:.~\1 :\,:.':~.J.l. ..... ,~,,,',~., u '·i L,,~·,:,;,~:o 
.!~ T:-::~ ·Z:'.!Ef,lY REt;LIZES TH:1.T HIS .:::;'F'C:~TS 

:'i:\\!~~ L.yJ~~~::'-i..Y F:~IL1~D. ~r;R 5 S:.::ZS t,;o ;~:::f...L ~.LT·Z:::~';P1TIVE 

Tn C'~~-'T~~~~UI~TI'J:'"r J? /l,TT::·1P'rs TO :;CH:::V~~ .~ ~~.:Zi"jE~AL 
1.!?:~~IS=~<"~ :~.\JD IS 1:,:0;":21:=J .'~\:jOUT 11:2:: 2i;'F:~CT OF ::<:.cr::NT 
:':V~:':T3 ,Ji·; l·H.~ ~,~ ;JP~:L..S OF CXiJRS ,Y,!D T;;~ Ri;I'!i( Ai\iD FILE", 

r.~. THE: ~OC~E(!i7:0JT PROVID,;~S COi\VIt\;CI~,~G 
2:VID:=· .. :,'C:~ T~-:r~T I":: 'J.E~'r;~R{\L UPRISI:\:G UAS ZX?ECTED .'~T 
;{IG;-{ L::V2LS~ ,l.\i\fD ;.~i.6,S NOT ~~2:R)~LY .4 CYNICAL 
Pi\O?:~.Gi~~\JDr-1 Pl.OY TO INSPIRS THE LO:'JER ECHELO\IS .. 

Do If ~.'lR 5'3 VIE1;lS P~EVAIL, THE ENE~'1Y 
'.rIll STRIVE T·:) ':{EE? UP CHAOS UITHII'! T~-~E CITIES, 
?:\S\r~HT T~E ;1ETt.rR!'; OF' STi~3ILITY" ~tND L.'-\U~JCH . 
. -\DDITIC1~\J~J .. L!\RG::2-SIZED ATT.~CKS--ALL STILL DESIGNED 
'~"O PROVQKZ t\ GENERAL UPHISI~'~G. HO\{SvER, r1R 5 MAY 
JE .<\C;V JC~TING A COURSE OF' .6.CTI ON l'iHICH IS NOT 
,:~CCEPY{~.3L2 TO CGSV~J OR HANOI. 

9. INTERROGATION OF SENIOR CAPTAIN PHAN DUY 
DAl IS ?ROCZ2DI~G AND, IF APPROPRIATE, WILL 3E 
3UJJECT OF A SEPARATE MESSAGE. 
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