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EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT

mr President: PM)VUJ

You should know:

General Taylor again raised the quastion of whether we shouid hold
Ebe Sahn. Hs believee we could protect the coastal cities of I Corps further
to the west.

{Incidentally, we now have in the Situstion Room a terraim map thn.t'
suggests how tough the situation is there. You may wish to drop down and
see it.)

If we decide to pull out, he belisves we should not pull out when Kho Sabn
is under maximum seige, but sooner -- to upset the enamy's plan by meving
wast after ho's dug in, emplaced his guns, and then has to follow westward.
He does not recommsnd we instruct Westy to get out.,
He does recommaend:
-- another round of questioning of our Khe Sahn stratagy, led by yourself;
~= on the basis of that, the raising of any questions we may bhave
in a way that dosen't lsave Westy fesling either out on a limb or
mistrusted -- but, perhaps, with more flexibility.

If we did such a thing we would, in my judgment, require a plaa to
attack him force, at cur initiative, at a time and place of cur choice.

i it W. W. Rostow
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