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MR, PRESIDENT:
For what it may be worth, here are my thoughts. .

1. As Westy said today, and you understood for a long time, the snemy
decided to abandon his attritional strategy and ge for broke. In strategic terms,
Saigon and Washingtom understood this. Tactically, it was understeod with
respact to [ Corps and the DMZ @ihnsive. What was not understeed and badgeted
for was an attack on the cities and towns on the scale, uiththmmtuﬁn,
and with the tirning that it occurred,

2. The enemy failed in his maximum objective. But he achieved these
secondary abjectives:

-= ho shoek U, 5. public opiaien;
-- ks shook world opinion;

== he shook the goveramental structurs;
-« he shook the RraﬂPrandlmpaudH'hmutﬂa-nthAmnl;
- == ho forced a significant plecemeal diversion of Wasty's slim reserve
forces for the [ Corpe offensive,

3. He now evidently hopes to force a major setback om us in I Cexps while
continuing to harass the cities, pick up pieces of the countryside, and prevent
Westy from concentrating sufficient force in I Corps.

4. Sofar as U. 5. and worid opinion are concerned, there is only ons
satisfactory answer: a clsar defeat of the ensmy in I Corps, while rallying the
South Vietnamese to get back on their fest elsewhers. ioreowver, 1 Corps is --
or should be -~ our kind of battls. It has guerrilla elements, but is much more
nearly coaventionsl war. It should be cur kind of war if Westy is not strapped
for men, aircraft, and supplies.

5. Oaly such a demomstration is likely to permit us to end the war on
honorable terms.

6. Therefore, I am for a very strong response te Westy's cable. Ouly you
can make tha political assessment of what it would cost to cail up the reserves;
but that weuld be the mest impressive demonstration to Hanol and ita frisnds,

7. As for the {ssus Gukmlﬂnrdrdud--hwdnmum&hh
terms of past statements of progress -- [ belisve the outline for a talk
1 gave you yestsrday handles it with one exception.
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progress we were makiag. Evidently, Hanoi decided that this attritional war
was not moving its way: they were losing population; 2 legitimate coastitutional
government was being created., They thought their position would be worse a
year from now than at preseat.

Tharefore, they designed this go-for-broke offensive. We knew abowt it;
but they achieved tactical surprise in the cities.
They failed at the fremtier (Loc Ninh and Dak To).

They hit the government and ARVN and arban population hard;
but they failad,

Now they are rounding on I Corps; and we're not goiag to lst them have it,
We are sending men to assure Westy the reserves he aseds; we are calling

up reserves to make surs no one gets the idesa that we can't handle cur other
world commitments.

W. W. Rostow






