
Monday. 
February 12. 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Statu. of the Draft in South Viet.Nam 

You a.ked for a .tatu. report on the draft in South Viet.Nam with 
p.rticular ref.rence to .ction by the Leghlature. 

The orilin.l Mobmsation Deer •• was i .. u.d October Z5. 1967. 
It wa. dp.d by Ky a. Prime Mini8t.r. 

It lower.d the draft al. from ZO to 18. It a180 provided for a recall 'j 
of 10m. vet.ran.. mobiUzationef .p.ciaU.t. and t.chnician. and a tight.r"' 
d.f.rm.nt policy. 

When the n.w A .. embly took office. th.r. w •• critici.m in both 
Hou ••• of the previous Government'. action. The critici.m m.inly focu.ed 
on the legality of the Government'. action before there was a legal legi.lature. 
Ther. w •• 110 di.agreem.nt ia eith.r Hou.e a. to the n.ce .. ity of ._e Ilind 
of mobilisation d.cr ••• 

Minht.r of National Def.n •• Vy app.ar.d before both Hou ••• on 
D.c.mber 18. the Upper Hou •• in the momillg had an open •••• ion. the 
Low.r Hou •• had a clo •• d •••• ion in the aft. moon. H. de.cribed the 
D.cr •• and an.wered qu •• tion. in both Hou.... H. ~c.d the Govern. 
m.nt'. int.ntion to b.gin drafting 19 y •• r old. on July 1. 1968 and 18 y.ar 
old. on D.c.mber 1. 1968. 

Both Hou ••• have .ince d.b.t.d the mobiUzation que.tion. The 
Upp.r Hou •• p •••• d a re.olution on D.c.mb.r l8. It .upport.d the need 
for mobiliz.tion m •• nre.. It a.ked the Ex.cutive to make the t.rm. of 
it. a.cr •• more .p.cUic. It •• k.d the draftinll of 18 and 19 y.ar old. b. 

2 h ,; g don. only after the 20.33 ye.r old manpow.r pool was 
.xhau.t.d. 
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On January 6. the Lower House adopted a similar resolution using 
mOlt of the same word.. It did etate the intention of the Lower Houee to 
draft a new mobilization law but nothing hal been done on that. 

In effect. the.e were ".ense of the Houee" resolution. and did not 
alter the legal provision. of the Decree. On February 7. Pr.sid.nt Thieu 
told }.mba .. ador Bunker he intended to begin drafting 19 year olds on 
April I and 18 year olde on July 1. 

On February 9. in hie State of the Nation addr .... Pr •• ident Thieu 
amaounced hie intention to ".trictly enforce the Decree law on partial 
mobilization" and to "carry out imm.diat.ly the military build-up plan 
ahead of echedule. /I 

We have a report today that the Government has puehad its schedule 
ltfallther forward azul plan. to draft 19 year olde becimaing March 1 and 18 
year old. begimaing May 1. 

W. W. Rostow 
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