bandwringars aside; and get on with the busingss.

Outline of Speech for the President ‘
I
\

1. The Enemy's Wimr-SErlng Cffensive _ '

ws  What we knew beforehand: Maximum snemy effort, than
‘negotiate on his terms.

- What actions we took: 102 of 106 battalions by Christmas) warning
allles {Canberra); reject snemy 7-day truce and cmqnnd 1 Corps
truce; U. 3, Iorcu on full alert,

=~ Nevertheless, by secrecy and viclating 'l'ct. lmportult tuucal
" surprise was achlaved In the citles, T i

2. Results thus fay.

Positive: -- The people did not revolt; ' !
= c¢itles and towns held by the goveramaent;
«= ARVN fought well;
~= Government united and worked well with people on rellef;
-« very heavy enemy casualties inflicted and weapons lost
by emsmy. Two flgures whelly consistent, . Alse many .. . .-
prisonsrs taken.

Negative: -- trospsconcentrated on ¢lty protection;
«« civillan casualtiss, destiusiion, and refugee. (Appeal
for private rellef ald?) J

-~ severs ARVN and U. 5. casualties, dthmh Iut'hr thu 10 ll.
~= somas temporary disruption of pacification;
== DMZ-Khe Sanh battls still to be fought,

3. Where are We?

We are in the midst of a great battle, perhaps the climaetic battle
of the Vietnamense war, We Americans have been there before: from
Saratoga to Gettysburg; from the Battle of the Bulge to the Communist
offensives in Kores in April and May 1951. Wa keep our hesds; we put the- -}

4. What Shall We De?

.- Wm'h vlth tltt Vhiaamuo to upuul t.nd mnd-rnlu tlnlr forces?

 Werk vlth the th” n ""3& mz:* ry !
’ . RPN I SR i adigh




Move repidly to the 525, 000 men we planned.

= Make sure Westy and our men go int o the battles shead with
everything they need at hand and a united Amaerica back home.

5. Negotiate?

Of course, we want peace. Hanol knows the kind of psace we want
and are prepared to negotlate. But we shall make surs that, having fallsd
in his ruthless and brutal assault on the life of the cities and towns, the
anemy doas not achleve by diplamacy and political pressure and soft
headiddness what he failed to achieve in the Tet attacks. We shall oot
abandon the peopla who voted for a Constitution, who voted for President
and Vice President, who voted for a Senate and a Lower House, who turned
their backs on the Communists when they appealed for an uprising.

When the other side is ready to talk about peace, we shall be ready.
But we have had enough of phoney psace feelers and chicanery, It must be

the real thing.






