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IN BACKGROUND PRESS BRIEFING ELEVENTH, AMBASSADORZ'l{OMER::'::':~ 
; AND HIS DEPUTY, MR GEORGE FORSYTHE,lqADE FOLLOilING 'POINTS RE AFTERMATH 
I VC TET OFFENSIVE: . 

1.;,SAIGON·'RETURNiNG:;TONCRMAL,~ CREDITED PRESIDENT THIEU ANDVP KY, .•. ',. 
. HEAD OF "OPERATION RECOVERY" TASK FORCE, 1I1ITH FORCEFUL ACTION TO BRING'" 

. . ABOUT RECONSTRUCTIVE, CARE FOR REFUGEES AND MAINTENANCE OF ESSENTIAL 
; UTILITIES IN SAIGON, AUTONOMOUS CITIES AND PROVINCIAL CAPITALS. NOTED 
i,HIGH~IAYI5 NrqyO?ENTOSAIGON:HIGri'~I.H4 OPEN TO~YTHO:' J,.INES OF 
~ I COMMUNICATION IN BETTER SHAPE THAN FIRST THOUGHT TO BE. 
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.2. ¢fflstZ·EST,rI1A1:tS:;}iouSES·;DESTROYED. DAMAGED THROUGHOUT SOUTHVIET~AM 
:t.go.: HIGH. WITHOUT COt1PLETE ,REPORTS FRON HUE, TOTAL HOUSES KNOlm TO . 
DE'stROYED PLl~CED AT .i3.;:r.5.y}:'·REFUGEES ... .NOlil.TOTAL.347,vJI2l0,lWITH MANY OF' 
THESE BEING DESPLACED PERSONS WHO WILL RETURN TO HOMES WH~N VILLAGES 
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SECURED. ,.' 
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,; 3. NOCOMPLETE"':CASUAtIr .• FIGUR.ESFOR...REVOLUT.IONAR~~;DEV.EJ:OI'WE·Nx:~.:t?AIIlS .(:\~;., ...•.•. , ••.. ) 
i . BU1\Af>,F'ARENJ:LY."LlGHTt"ATTRIBUTING THIS 'TO"GENERAL"VC'TEr'bFFENS!VE~;;P:'" ;.' 
" AnFD . ';'"t''' " .. ' r .', ..... . -, . " . ,';-,<':'. \:,:. ..; .~.'-; 

: 'AT CITIES RATHER THAN SECURE HAMLETS. ENEMY THIS TIME APPEARED TO TRY;'" 
;: TO GA IN FIRi1 HOLD ON CInES DEPARTING FRO/,1 PRE V rous HI! 'AND RUN 
res. .'/ I .. , , ", . .' - ". ',I., '.'. 
[NOTEDENEMY PRISONERS SAID THEY HAD NO RPT NO ORDERS TOWITru' J/'(A,W 

h)TOLD THEY WOULD BE REINFORCED. VC COUNTED ON GENERALUPRI 
r,GVN, AMERICANS TO SUPPORT OFFENSIVE BUT THIS. FAILED COM ,.r:,· . 
(, 4. PERFORMANC?>:OF,7GVN~RECOVERYEFFOR . . . . > . '. • .' .... 1 TO ;CH I SIS' ANLr,J?E:RtORMAi~CES INCEFEB •. 2 'HAS.;BEEN',MUCH.,MQREZItA P!D~i1i' ..... ,. L'.:~:; ':tr!;;: .. ;r' <"i;' 
" )-10FlE.DY~AMIC.MINISTIRIES FOR REFUGEES, HEALTH ESPECIALLY CITED FOR.' .. 
'., ;PRar'lPT ACTION. KY TASK FORCE MEETS EVERY M,ORNING TO PLAN, NE~J RECOVERY.>':. 
i, .. OPERAT IONS. FOLLOy] UP ON OPERATIONS ALREADY UNDER~JA Y. TASK FORCE, 
r· 
~ , ~,:. ' 

: PAJaV 3 RU:!dIR tg~~~ CON F 1D E ~l T I PI b bUHTED OFFICI."JL USE' 
. L HAS DEVELOPED SENSIBLE PLANS TO DtVIDE SAIGON INTO LESS RESTRICTED 
; "BLUE" AREAS AND MORE RESTRICTED "RED" ZONES SO THAT NOR!1AL CITY 
F FUNCTIONS CAN BE RESTORED BY STAGES. ., 

. i 

\~ j 
.t. : 



... 1 f ' ,. 

( 
., 

• 

.' 
. ( 

LIMITED OffICIAL USE 
, 
t I' : .... , \: ~, -r PAGE 03 SAIGON 18999 111439Z .:.:." .... \' 
: .' . .. _ """ ,,_:.,\'.'; ,~.,':", ~ ~~t"I;""~o'.''-_~,,\<'r .'", ,.-",,_,1'°';'_;0:, ~O'-;-_'J,.;'7'i;':'_':'""" '_ ""_~'.'_'_',.~,, ~j >'.~""\";'.,:;-.:- '. " 

, 
.•. _ ...... _ SI,GNIFICANtLY':l)JD::NOT:;:RPT;NOI-MATE.RIALTZE"A-S'MANY-'.VlETNAMESE~;EX'?EctED;.!J 
,,1. LAS1':i.~_IGHI:;;(1nH __ NraHLOF..,THE-.LUNAR -.. MONT.H~;X:,.;IN,,;SArGON;'C:H01:.b,N,'->'v:C:_STARJ:£.'1> .'. -. 

":'.·.li"~.' .•. '.: .. _ •.•. ·._ .•.... '_"' .. ',, ..... ,,1!!fr._ ..... , .... ,.. . - .' ~',:"" .. " ... _' ... -.... <, ,_":.,;,:.'.!,'.'.:,;.'.~'.:;~'.;,'( •. , ',.:.!t 
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; 'I!J;J:I:AGE 4--ite:t.rtR- ,16999.G eN F IDE N 1'-I A t l:'iitl,-E-B--o-F-A-Gi-M::4:tSE- ". :;: ',r}i,"', . 
• ~:jFIP.E.S.:,!O COVER"ESC,l\PE.;;: - THREE VC PRISONERS TOLD OF MISSION TO FIRE' ON ' .. -, 
;> '. AIRCRAFT HOPING TO DRAlv ALLIED FIRED AND BO~lBS ON CITY.ALSOSTRONG," 
-, ' [>OSSIBIL ITY~EXISTS=Y:C ,JlAVE. ,TAKEN:REFUGEIN:REF,UGEE 'CAMPs"jrHERE"THEY . <' .... 

- , . HARD" _. ., .. ', ... , ' 
i TO DETECrBUTGIJN IS ALERT Te THIS !-iND Is: C;AREEULLY,J1EGI,SgR,IN~,AND.;,' 
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