SECRET February 18, 1968

 DRAFT

The President wants Gensral Westmorsland to know that he has freedom
of action to condwuct his military operations as he thinks wise from a
military polat of view without being inhibited by political or psychelogical
factors origizating in the United States. To the extent that such facters
In Sowth Vistaara itself are an important part of the streggle, General
Westmorsland should take thase into accowst in closs comsuitation with
Ambassador Biakor and Pronideat Thisu.

‘Specifically with Fegard to Khe Sanh, the President dous not wish te

Inhibit General Westmorsland's judgment as to whea, where and wader
what circumstancas he wishes to fight his batties. If Gensral Westmorelami
wishes to defend Khe Sank, hs will de supported; if he wishes to aveid a

major engagement thera, the President will alse suppert Alm.,

In shore, General Westmoreland has the President's camplets

confidence. |
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