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Enemy Scenario of the Future? 

Although it is always dangerous to indulge ill prediction, • it is fairly 
evident that the enemy in Viet-Nam have embarked upon a program l'lhich is 
reasonably predictable in the sense that we know pretty well how they wish 
the future to unfold. We can expect them to act in a way consistent with 
their wishes--unless .re prevent them. 

I would guess that, .several months ago, the enemy high co(n.'!land abandoned 
any thought of continued reliance upon prolonged conflict and ~he progressive 
attrition of our forces and our will. Instead, they decided "'):.0 go for broke" 
prior to our national election, taking advantage of the turmoi~ of an election 
campaign and the anticipated difficulties for the Administratipn in taking 
critical decisions in the election atmosphere. They may even hope to influence 
the choice of a peace-candidate if their spring activities are: sufficiently 
successful. ! 
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In laying out their schedule, one can guess at some of th$ factors which 
the enemy leaders must be taking into account in establishing their calendar. 
For example, TET afforded an excellent opportunity for a surprise atta~~ on 
the cities under the cover of their announced cease-fire. The, monsoon weather 
is another factor affecting their plans since tr~y should stag~ their much ad­
vertised winter-spring offeru:;ive under weather conditions most: favorable to their 
side. These will obtain fran now until about March 1, when th~ weather should 
change to our advantage. Finally, there is the Presidential election in the U.S. 
by which time Hanoi would hope to present the new administratibn with a coalition 
government in Saigon as a fait accompli. 

·b. The winter-spring offensive in the North and Northwest •. 

c. Negotiations while fighting (they would hope to t~e place under 
conditions of no bombing in North Viet-Nam). 

d. 
domination. 

A coalition government emerging 
I 

from negotiations, under 
) 
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Communist 

e. The eventual withdravml of the U.S. military pres~nce from South 
Viet-Nam 1ollowing our elections. ! 
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\oJhile the foregoing is largely speculation, it has enough plausibility 
to warrant reflection. We should be looking for ways to upset such a scenario. 

Attachment: 

Chart. 

, i 

I 

I 
I 

.1 

, II 
,', j: 

; ,I , 

I 

.' 



~-

~' 

v 

, 

-'--- --::::.:::::;-----~----

h'o"""''''''';%'':',,,," .,.",..c~,..,:., 

VC/NLF HAn fr:u·TI!! SCIUillULE 

d~J.l1lK"·"l';;~ j 1. J 10 ~'i .. ~~ ....... " !'i'll'ch 1, 190 
__ (UC_D.:t_h.cr ___ cho.l1t;e.s-J-__ 

ITovenber 1, 1968 
{us electiollil}, 

f 
(1'::11: ) 

I~tt~'.c;;\. ',):1 tl:c ,.;i ties 

F"''''''''7'~==7''''' 'iI" ~ 
(,,:~~,.~ " 

ty~""" 

III .. -

:15.:1tel· ... Spring Of:f'c1l3ive 

'1'~~"~" =~"-~:r~:";;;:;';&J,t i~:S,'~-j_~:i;~~;' ·L-~,}:~">':~f~~::JJ.;"'2'·"~· >.';'_~~"7-' ~ & 111 

Eee::otiations llhile li'iv).-tJ.l1G 

~@~~~;~ 

Coalition Govel'nment 

~~~I' 

-_._-. ..," -.. 

~~",.~-> 

Jahuaq 1, 1969 

.,' 

us goes home 

~i5~g;~l 




