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WASHINGTON

CONPIENPEAE— February 9, 1968

Enemy Scenario of the Future?

Although it is always dangerous to indulge in prediction, it is fairly
evident that the enemy in Viet-Nam have embarked upon a program which is
reasonably predictable in the sense that we know pretty well how they wish

" the future to unfold. We can expect them to act in a way consistent with
their wlshes—-unless we prevent them.

I would guess that, several months ago, the enemy high command abandoned
any thought of contimued reliance upon prolonged conflict and the progressive
attrition of our forces and our will., Instead, they decided "to go for broke"
prior to our national election, taking advantage of the tunm01l of an election
campaign and the anticipated difficulties for the Administratibn in taking

. eritical decisions in the election atmdsphera. They may even hope to influence
- the choice of a peace-candldate if thelr spring act1v1t1es are: suffic1ent1y
- successful, !

In laying out their schedule, one can guess at scme of the factors whlch
the enemy leaders must be taking into account in establishing thelr calendar.,
For example, TET afforded an excellent opportunity for a surprise attack on .
the cities under the cover of their announced cease-fire. The monsoon weather [
is another factor affecting their plans since they should stagp their much ad- : |
vertised winter-spring offensive under weather conditions most! favorable to their -
side., These will obtain fram now until about March 1, when the weather should
change to our advantage. Finally, there is the Presidential ellection in the U,S.
by which time Hanoi would hope to present the new admlnlstratlbn with a coalition
government in Saigon as a fait accompli.
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Assuming the validity of the foregoing hypothesis, one can show in chart
form the possible course of events. Such a chart is attached hhlch accounts
for the five phases which information leads us to believe to be in their plans.

a., The attack of the cities,

- : - . E A

'b. The winter-spring offensive in tha North and Northwest.,

c. Negotiations while fighting (they would hope to teke place under
conditions of no bombing in North Viet-Nam).

de 4 coalition government emerging from negotiationsbunder_Communist
domination. . i .

e« The eventual withdrawal of the U.S. m111tary presence from South
Viet~Nam Tollowing our elections.
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vc/ IF WAR T3 SCHEDULE

Januoly 31, ]-953 el 1, 1068 Loverber 1., 1968
{Par) . . {Heather changes) .. .. ... ... . (US elections) . _ .

Winter-Seoring Oi‘:a ensive

B B =

I E«‘Otl“""‘ ons while Pigliting

+
3
-
. e
£ - .
.






