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in SOUtl1 
to o~t:ir.e the e-:la;::.:i vie~'i 0;. ... the ge~eral si.~~at!.o:l 
Viet::..:!.::'.. and t~e i:r.~o::-ta:!ce of i(he San; .. to r",:'s 

appa~e~t strategy: 

• a. In 1953 Gene~al Nava~re replaced Gene~al Sala~' 
as th~ F'rer',ch CO;:L";lc..~d.cr. ?c.l.e forc~s a:ve.i:z.::i Ie to' Gi::-~ . 
n~n~ered about 522,000. Of these ~o~ces a~~~ox!=ately 
fo~ty seve~ De-ce~~ o~ 2L= u~u~O '/~Qfte loc'~' ::.v~'~~~~-~ • - ...... ",'" ... "'1.1 ... '.J) " .... _ Gi...I.. a.l.A..t'. __ .... -::. ... ..... t::o;,) 

inc 'I . ..::.: .... ";" ,r.;eol.., ......... -ese J'!1· ... a.: .... \""0.. ·C--'. ... a·~-·~,... ,.,.~- G -~., .... - .... .,""' .. .....l.oI,u.J.. ... •O 1..1.. 1..1/,/,0.... > .,1./, .. .J... c;:..~' C..i.OU J..c. ... Oo. .l.~.l.C O'f./r;;;: ... ...... c ... v 
O~ Vie ........... - \'--':C"1 ',-,ac.· '~ee~ t'n~o"'n'" ,. ................ -,... ''''''';-'' .I. ~"""G,H/' \ .. .1. .... ,1. .. .1. ~ ... .. .... voc,e ..... ,Uc .. a...:l c:L 'OO._,",_Cc:..l. 

axnridient under Bao Dai was weak nolit!cal:y a~~ 
ad.mi~istratively. CorrLi.p"cion ~·;a3'" rawpant a;~c. subversion 
~nd pene~r-~'o~ '·!;a"e ~~. -,.; "'''- V; -~ "i"" ';..-" - ~''''-' " c:.. J. I.t (;1.(,; ....... v-.... S~J'" ~o;..;....... ':'ut:: ... c: v l'~ ~u'1 I. .. c"c. C(;1.;,~~ ... c:c. 
the pat~iotic.the~e o~.national independence. " 

b "'ia" ~ a~ · ... u ..... Y>~ 1..... .... ......... ~...... .,:0 ,.....~. Z7l ...... ·-ot.. - ...... 
• ri esp ... aa g: e ............... .1.-:::. a.1.Il..c"CA.:> J.ro .. , 1 .. "'1e ... c .. u~ .... r .. J)eJ.",a 

to Cau r·!au had tied dov!~ in de~er...s i ve b,ases' the bulk 
O f t"'e "'~ench U""on H'o~ces -'-a" ... · .... e;r 'o~-' a""-"l"""""~:::;,"" _ "I. ..... ..... " .. J.. , .... c,.... v"'" .... \.ioo,..!.. :. ... \...i. .... ~ ........... ~. , 

De Lattre 'ha.d left beh:'~ .. d a fortified l,ine in, ,the Ij;o;:'i.~i:-'.,~", 
Delta manned by auxiliar':'as a~d second line treoD3,'.:: <It ',"'; 
Has the opinion' of Genc:oal Gia,. trJ.at t.he oppo:-.a:lt e,to:a.'S ' 
on the hox'ns 0:-' a dile;: ... ~a.. 1/ If he CO::Cent~ated his 
'forces by l::i thd::'a-,':ing the::-l fro.::: tr:e defcr..se 0-: the 
popu'a~Da' a-e~~ ~e co~~~~~u~Da···o ·~e Vt·.l.~~~~~~~'4~y _ v_ -~ .. a..:;,,) ,.. .. .. l.. ........ oJ........ '" v.... .. ............. 0.10.1 ... _ ....... 

O ~ t'ne ~e-r S~O~"-c.' "ac···ca~'o'" 0"---·'0"'- --c.' ... ... a. ~ '" ;!';::'C ~ __ .... v..r.. ... ~ ;:Jt::: ... c.I.I..r.. ..... i:» .::. ... 

accelerated the poss~bility of an early·taAeover by 
t 'ne CO--U"~s·s le~a~-{""- ..... 0· a H-'a-o e '· ........... is"n-,..·" ~·" ..... e~"'a .... ~.,.r.:::.~~' 'ii.u~ ..... _.... _ c:. ..r.. ... b (,; " ... <;)~ 1"I,.y.l. _ • ..r...16. .-;.~ '" .I..... I.t_ .... _.; ,) 

if he re~ained spread out in a de~ensive posture t~e~ 
the'Viet Minh regi~ents a~d Divisioris could cc~centrate 
at ~/:::"ll and destroy his f.or~es ;;iecerr:.eal . 

- ~...... ".. , --' . -1 .-' "'- , .... c. .l...Jl.-.O.!"},G.e~",""_I,i;o, .• ...S:.C:.~-:.:e~_"':",O.C-s.e,,":,.s.··c:r.e'·~~:r.'.ocrl:" -~";;'-.:.:'0'~-C'e--5""~~'~'6."""."G.~~e 

.P.la-~e':',.:,;.t C;:":;,t\~ ~~!r'':.,o;v:e·~'1-~:,th£/;:).u p'i di~f {-:C"a't'i'cr~t~~kt a S: k<,~ t·o:;~til-a 
\!i.e~tr~::1ese~:.'~:'';:cc'ps • G·iap caJ.culated. that these v:e~c 
naither irlspiZ'ed !'lor ::7el:'able a~d ;'lould pose no se~.:!.o~s 

obat~cle to the V:'et ~'1inh strat8gy. 

·e .. ?he Vie~ ~(in~ had long bee:-... convinced t:-.. at- ~hey"" 
would not .. succeed un:ess a~a u~til they achieved 'a 
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