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INFORMATION

Saturday, Yebruary 17, 1968 ~- 8:40 s.m.

My. Presldent:

Hidrewith two Saigon responses to Loan's judgment that a coordinated
attack on Saigon and slsewhere should ba expected for February 18: il

~ Bunker says that Westy regards it as probable that there will be ’
furtlur attacks betweea February 18 and 23, with the principal targets hoh' !
Saigon, Hue, (Ouang Tri, and Can The,

=« The CIA reports that there are no "firm indications" of an imminent '
attack on Saigoa, 1

In any case, you will note Westy's juigmient that "both U. 5 and ARVN
forces are fully alert and prepared te deal with any emergesncy. "

Thieu's assessment is as follows, in a talk with Bunker on February I5:

"I asked Thieu how he asssssad the Tet offensive from the perspective
of about two weeks, Thien remarked that he was iacreasingiy Impressed ;
with the indication it gave of the price the enemy was willing te pay for |
its political and peychelogical cbjectives. He thought it wounid take them i
quite some timne to recover {rom the high losses they bad sufiered beth
in maen and weapons. He anticlpated that they will coatimus to try to
apply pressure wherever possible, seskiag to pin down enr ireops to the
maxbmum exteat while continuing their bulld up for possible future
ofifensives. He expected they would make use of mortar attacks, Sy
harassments, attacks on air fields, and a general build up of temsion ‘
among our troops. Their hope would ba to preveat us from using owr
forces elsewhere and he thought this might go on for some time, mayde
3 to 4 dhonths. Anticipating 2 major offensive in the north, duriag the
dry season there, psrhaps baginning in Aprll or May, he predicted that .
its timing and duration would be designed to have the maximum effect f
during our swmmer political coaventions, " . !
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