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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Arguments Used Against Administration in Senate Debate, 
Thursday, March 7 

Senator Fulbright 

(l) Constitutional ilBue -- Executive has no right to extend the war 
without debate or consideration by CongrelB. 

(Z) Tonkin Gulf Resolution -- Like any contraet based on misrepre­
sentation, in my opinion, ill null and void. 

(a) The Maddox and Turner Joy were engaged in intelligence 
activities. 

(b) Lack of adequate proof that the alleged attack {August 4) in 
fact took place. 

(3) Questions quoted from Washington E.2!! Editorial: 

(a) What will we do with the initiative/Ue gain it? 

(b) What is to stop the enemy trom trying to gain it back? 

(e) Isn't there a limit to additional forees where the r.M!1< of 
wider war outweighs any conceivable gain in security or 
stability in South Viet-Nun? 

(4) The Senate should insist on being informed about any widening 
commitment and have a chance to debate any such commitments. 

(5) The circumstance. of the pre.entation of the Tonkin Gulf Resolu­
tion prevented any meaningful debate. 

(6) The Tonkin Gulf Resolution was obtained under "fal •• pretenses 
on mi.taken facts. " 
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Senator Case 

(1) Unexplained differene .. in reports on Viet-Nam. by "disinterested 
observers" and media reporters on the one hand and the "official optimism 
reports" from the Admini.tration. 

(2) I. the war winnable without the de.truction of South Vtet-Nam and 
of much of America'. mi,ht? 

(3) The Administration must justify any conclusion that additional 
commitment. will aot be ISU-defeating and cau.e ,reater disaBter. 

Senator Miller 

(1) In 1966. "of the thousand. of sortie. tlown over North Viet-Nam, 
Ie .. than 1~ were directed at key Chief 01 Stalf tar,.ta. II 

(2) The Administration must teU the Senate and the people why ''we 
must be endurin, a prolonged war poUey. II 

Senator Hatfield 

(1) Need for clarification of war declaration and war making powers 
under the Constitution. 

(2) Congre .. must b. a partner in war makina. 

The Senator relerred to his resolution (Senate Concurrent aesolution 63) 
which he introduced leveral daya ago. Text 01 the resolution is attached. 

Senator Church 

(1) Asia is "an endl •• s mora •• " and the day 01 W •• tern control 01 
Alian affairs has pa .. ed. 

(2) W. stand ready to "plunge .till deeper in Asia" _ .. 4t;&~le popu­
lations wait to engull us. and le,iona of young Americans are being 
beckoned to their grave •• •i 

(3) We shall soon run out of men and money. 
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Seaator !lobe" Kenaeely 

(l) No Ulht at the end of the tunnel. 

(2) Sendin, more troopa or laereaainl the bombing is not the answer 
tn Viet.Nam. 

(3) ''Are we Uke the Ood of the Old Testament, that we can decide in 
W.shlaaton, D. C, what cdtles, what towns. what hamlets in Viet-Nam 
are aoing to be destroyed? " 

(41 Do we have the authority to Jdll ta .. and tana of thousands of 
people because we say wa have a commttment to the South Vietnamese 
people? 

(5) Have the Vietnam .. e people been conaulted on the luture? 

(6) Couldn't the Onmans or ltueiana justified thair aagreeaton 
with the aame arsumant .- that they Deede«l territory for thetr own 
protectlon ? 

(1) What can more troops accompUah that lan't belD' accomplished 
by thoae thet are already there? 

(8) What are the people of Viat.Nam willini to do tor themaelvee? 

") Are we lolag to .ay -- aa we are now aayin, •• that South Viet. 
Nam doesn't have to draft its own 18-and l'_ye&ll'~lda? 

(10) Should we just stand by and watch when the Vietname.., Army 
10~sea? 

(11) South Vietnamese youth are nyin, deferments from draft boards. 

(12) SteaUnl in Beaumont. Texa_, leD't caula. the death of American 
boys. 

(13) Corruption -- do wa have to accept it? 

(14) Ie our commitment to Thin or KyoI' to whom? 

. (15) ''What we have been doing ts not the answer -- it ts immoraiand 
lIntolerable to continue 1t. II 
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Senator Fulbright 

(l) Viet. Nam doe an 't threaten the .ecurtty of the United Statea. 

Senator Ha~ke 

(1) War i. cauaing .tock pricea to faU and hurting buaine ... 

(2) The economic .y.tem of the United Stat .. 1I1n danger of 
collapsing becauae of the Viet.Nam war. 

(3) Are we fighting communi am in V1et.Nam? If '0, why don't 
we fight it in Cuba? Why not liberate "the people of Communiat China?" 

Senator Fulbright 

(1) Additional troop. will mean .uppI.mental requeatl of 10.lS billion 
dollars -- all added upon a deficit. 

Senator Manafield 

(1) We are DDt the wrong place, lighting the wrong kind of war. 

(2) The domino theory i. a cUche. 

(3) We .hould try harder for peace on the Diplomatic front. 

(4) The Tet offenaive wa. a confirmation of .talemate. 

W. W. Ro.tow 

CONI WEN TlAL 
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