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LITEllALLY EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 

The lollowing had lunch today to cORslder the tentative proposals of 

Gelleral We.tmoreland and General Wheeler lor additional troop.: 

Secretary Ru.k. Secretary McNamara. MI'. CJ.Worcl. URder Secretary 

Kataenbach. W. Bundy. H. MePheraoa. J. Call1uo. and my.ell. 

Although we had a lresh McPhel'8oa draft of a .peech available. 

the lunch ",a. takea up with an exteaded .ubstantl_ discu •• lon of the 

troop la.u, It.ell. 

The 101l0wiDg key qu.tiOll. were rai.ed: 

-- the military .trategy and tactic. UIlderlyla, the troop reque.tI. 

-- the budgetary aad balance of paymeDtl problems that would be rai.ed; 

-- the rationale lor public pre.eatatiOR ill the U. S. ; 

-- reactiOll. in Europe. a. well a. r.acti_ ill Mo.cow. Pe1ping and Hanoi; 

-- what .ort 01 peace propo.als. U any •• hould be iJlclucled ia the 

Prea1deDtlal .tatemeat; 

-- the atate of the OVN aacllta capacity to carry the load In the day. ahe.d; 

-- the .tate of the ARVN a. well as repoaal and popular lorc •• : an 

a ..... meat i. promind lUI from SaigOll OIl F.b. 29. although 

au. Wheeler may be brlnpg back .uch a detall.d a ..... m •• t. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority (SOt Oltt/78; NSC.'i?/lrJ$o 

B~, NARA. D,:,e 1/fR/'ly;, 

-------_ .. _----------_. __ ._-- ---
COPY lBJ LIBRARY I 



.. ~ . 

TOP SEGMT - SENIUTIVE -~-

A wide r&D,. of views were stated &lid explored..The oaly firm 

agreement amODg Secretuies Rusk &lid McNamara, KatzeDbach. and 

Clifford wu this: the troop iaaue raises maDY quesUons to which you 

ought to have clear os_n before maldug a Baal decision. Therefore, 

it ts recommended that you not mao a flaal decision at breakfast tomorrow 

but. after listenillg to General Wheeler, order a team to go to work full time 

to staff out the altenaatives od tbeir ImpllcaUODs (perhaps Clark Clifford 

could chair this lAtenslve worldal,roup). They O\IIbt to report ill a 

very few clays. 

I will have WaitiDg for you oa your return tonight all agellcla and set 

of questioDs £01' the breakfast meeUag tomorrow mornill8. 
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