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ENENY SHELLING INTENSIFIED AT CON THIEN, HOWEVER, AS

e sy iae
A e b
" et . s,
- ~ '“-----.—\-?-_..4-....._._.-
Y

A-r!\ -—
w‘i"}*
1963 FEB 25 14 24 -
o _ s o ‘ L - : kﬁj a?_? ‘c::'f o
4y 221 | S E
T B o
DE WTE 347 | - R O
| L - , -”ﬁg 2 i
FRod YALT ROSTOW o DEmssmED : s e
T PRESIDENT e B g e T
CITE CAPS2564 o ey
. . -~ . - el
o me By% NARA, Dm,__i‘z"
AR. ROSTOW WILL BE I LATER THIS MORNING AND WILL HAVE".* S :
A COMUENT ON THIS REPORT FOR You., T 5 ?Q%“MV

TEXT OF CABLE FRI4 gE IERAL HFSTFJRELAND.

THIS IS REPORT MUMBER TWENTY-ONZ ON THE SITUATION .
It THE XHE SANK/DUZ AREA AND COVERS ThE 24-HOUR PERIOD
FIDRUARY 24, 19688.. .. T A

ENEMY ACTION SLACKENED CONSIDEEQBLY IN NORTHERN”ﬁ-”' R
QUANG TRI PROVINCE YESTERDAY AS COMPARED TO THE PREVIOUS .-
?ﬁY S ACTIVITIES. ENENMY SHELLING: DECREASED GREATLY, THE .
i SANH COMBAT BASE-WAS AGAIN THE-PRIMARY.TARGET OF THE -
uhEﬂY SHELLING AS THE FRIENDLY. FOQRGES RECEIVED OVER- HALF .
OF THE 532..ROUNDS OF - ARTILLERY," ROCKETYy AND.¥ORTAR. ROUNDS
DIRECTED AGAINST OUR:AREAS YESTERDAY. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES
AT KHE. .SANH A5 THE'RESULT' OF: THE ENEMY SHELLING. AMOUNTED
0 S?VEN KILLnD AND 23 WOUNQEB, HITH 1} WOUNDED EVACUAT»D

hNEHY EFFORTS RELAKTD IN THE LA“CASTLR ARHA AS ONLY Oﬁr}
“ORTQP ROUND INMPACTED AT "CAMP CARROLL. FOUR--ROUNDS OF
YORTAR FELL AT DONG ‘HA WITH FOUR ADDITIONAL RDUNDS -
rALLIﬂG ‘AT C-2, FIVE MARINES REQUIRED EVACUATION AT C-

THAT BASE RECEIVED 237 EARLY "AFTERNOOW ROUNDS. OF MURTAR Tj
PND ARTILLERY, RESULTING -IN TWQ MARINES KILLED, AND FIUL:ﬂj
FIUNDED” AND EVACUATED.. AT .CUA VIET, THE 1ST AMTRAC: R
SATTALION RECEZIVED.13 ROUNDS OF 1EB“M 'ARTILLERY. IN IHL
AFTEZRNOON, WITH THREEZ MARINES REQUIRING EVACUATION.. -7
GTHER THAN SHELLING,. ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA. CONSISTED. OF
lnﬁtn SPORADIC. CONTACTS™ INVDLVINﬁsTHh 30 BATTALION,ﬁﬁfw:
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32 HARINES ANI THE 1ST BATTALION, ATH HARINES IN OPERATION:- <
YENTUSKY. THEY ENGAGED AND KILLED 1t KVA WHILE SUSTaINING

50 FRIENODLY SASUALTIES, IN AN DHASERVED FIRE wIssIon

YISTERDAY, FIVE NVA WERE RILLED IN iHE JPES ABRDUT SEVEN
KILIMETEIRS SOUTHEAST OF canP CaRROLL. AT CUa VIET a o
HAVY CONVOY WITH THREZ UTILITY LANDING CRAFTS, ONE MECHANIZED
LANDING CRAFT, AND PAtROL CRAFT, RECEIVED ANTI-TANK ROCKET,
AUTIHATIC YSAPONS FIRE AND MORTAR FI?E RESULTING IN T4D

GSH wJLNJED AND Qvarunrag. - g

THERE WERE FIVE RDUHDa OF coraa% TYP& anamar"“- e A
FIAED DURING THIS PERIOD, MIXED WITH HIGH £XPLOSIVES, O8N TROOPS
I4 THE OPEN, WITH uma lﬁﬁﬁlﬂhﬂ RESULTS SUE TO OBSERVER-TO- :

TARSET RANGE. c T e e o

A TOTAL 293 Tacrlan AIR SORTIES. WERE FLOWN CURING
THE PERIOD IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. HARINE ALRCRAFT FLEW
90 -SGAT1ES, WITH BOMB DAMABE INCLUDING THREE SECONDARY -
LXPLISIONS, FOUR SECONDARY FIRES, AND TWO BUNKERS '
JESTROYED. THE AIR FORCE FLEW 162 SORTIES, THE NAVY FLEW
43, WITH 136 SORTIES ON COMBAT SKY- SPOT. VISUAL BONB
JAHAGE INCLUDED T4#0 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, SEVEN
55CGUDARY FIRES, FIVE WILITARY STRUCTURES DESTROYED,

Aty 32 MILITARY STRUCTURES DANAGED. SEVEN B-52
STRIKES €36 SORTIES) VERE FLOWN. IN THE NIAGARA AREA.

AERIAL HESUPPLY TJ KHE SANH FOR- PHL PE 10D AWOUNTED
T3 152 SHORT TONS. SIXTY-NINZ PASSENGE?S WZRE LANDED. AT _
TAL AIRFIELD. RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 24 ON 24 FEBRUARY. . -
NINE C~132 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED NINE AIR-DROPS. FIVE C-123 - , _
PI{CRA"T LANUFE AT THE AI?FIELD AS DIQ T"H ﬂARINE HELICOPTLP ST e

FOR THE NLXT 94 HGURS 288 TACTICAL AIR SDRTIES NILL BE
FLOWN IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE' SEVEN ARC LIuH
, St?IKEa (39 SORTIED) FLOWN IN H "NIAaARA AREA.';-M

wEATHE? AT KHE SANH—DURING THE" PE?IGD EEMQINED
A30UT THE SAME. CLOUDS- REDUCED:THE. CEILING TO- LESS‘THAN
€23 FEET AND DENSE FOG LOWERZD- THE. SURFRCE VISIBILITY
10 LESS THAN THREE MILES, FRONM-11302AM = 5:00P% THERE WQS  3
SOWE TAPROVEMENT AS THE CEILING-LIFTED TO 1720 FEET AND *
T4E VISIBILITY TO SEVEMN HILES. THE. FdRECGST FOR 25 -~ 26 = - | ihe o0
FEBRUARY DOEJ 0T INDICATE ANY SIuNIFICHNT CHANGE.';ﬂ” DL

[ Am VERY PLEASER TO REPORT THAT HUE. CITADEL WAS

CLEARED OF ENENY AND. SECURED AT 7:3A. I HAVE JUST aEur
AY COSGRATULATIONS TO GEN TRUONG. - . -
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. HEREWITH GEN. JOHNSON'S.REPQRT oF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION = (-l
WITH WESTY AND ABRAMS, . - - - L TR E”e

IN'THE PAST THEHTY~FOUR‘HOMRS A TONE OF SOMEWHAT INCREASED = o
- CONFIDENCE 13 EMERGING: FROM- OfiR MILITARY IN SAIGON == A5 IF THE
- SCALE AND LIMITS oF THE. TASK AMEAD HAD 3ECOME MORE.NEASURABLEj;-
.. AND MANAGEASLE, ayuT MUCH OBSCURITY STILL BECLOUDS THE COUNTRY- ‘
' SIDE WHERE MOST;DF'THE'PEQPLE_ARE. : CLT -~ .

¢ 'z SENERAL WESTMORELAND'S DAILY casLp REPORTS ON ACTIVITY AT
KNE SANH AND IN THE DMZ AREA. FOLLOWILG HEAVY ARTILLERY, MORTAR
1D _ROCXET FIRE AT KHE SANN ON THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING OF px
FE%RUARY,jREPoﬂrs-;ORrzamrzanuaﬁv INDICATE ONLY LIGHT AND .
SPORADIC FIRZ AT XHE sany, . L S

2. VIETNAMESE FORCES. HAVE CAPTURED THE PALACE INSIDE THE .
CITADEL AND THE VC FLAG THAT WAS FLYING OVER THE PaLace IS Now
IN THE FIRST ARYN DIVISION COMMAND POST. FRIENDLY FORGES HOLD
ALL OF HUE EXCEPT A QUARTER CIRCLE 528 METERS IN RADIUS AT - - | |

- THE SOUTHWEST COSNER OF Tup CITADEL WALL, GENERAL WESTMORELAND S |
COMMENTED THAT IT' APPEARED THAT ENEMY RESISTANCE wAS CRUMBLING.< . = . -

DIVISION STARTING WITH ATTACK ON CITADEL WEST VWALL AT £288 HQURS
- ON 24 FESRUARY AND CULMINATING IN SEIZURE OF THE PALACE AFTER
DAYL IGHT, THE RESPGHSIBLECGMPANYCOHMAHDER.UQSTPROMOTED_TD' _
CAPTAIN ON THE SPDT_BY‘THEVIETNAHESE'DIVISTON’COHMAMDEH.'THEj .
REMAINING ENEMY-HELD'AREA~IS'TIGHTLYfENCIRQLED;-ENEMf WITH=- =

JRAWAL IS EXPECTED, SN T . = -
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4. IN I1I CCRPS AREA THE MAJOR ACTIVITY WAS THE RQCKET - -
 ATTACK ON TAN 50N NHUT AND THE AREA AROUND TAN SON NHUT. ONE
ROUND LANDED NQT FAR FROM THE HOUSE WHERE GENERAL WHEELER VAS
SPENDING. THE- NIGHT , GEMERAL WHEZLER. AND. GENERAL WESTMORELAND . ARE
SPENDING THE NIGHT oF 14-25_FEBRUARY I GENERAL WESTMORELAND'S
HZADQUARTERS, B

5. IN IV CORPS AREA 1S SEPARATE OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT THE

CRPS AREA RESULTED IN 189 ENEMY KILLED AT A COST OF 38 VIETNAMESE
(ILLED. TWO BATTALIONS OF THE U,.S, RIVERINE FORCE SWEPT AN .

ISLAND IN THE RIVER IMMEDIATELY NORTH OF CAN THO AND- SINH .~

T'Y AIRFIELD AND PICKED UP A NUMBER OF VIET CONG SUSPECTS. THIS
ISLAND HAS BEEM .A SQURCE OF FIRE AGAINST RIVER PATROL CRAFT AND  ~ &
HAS CONSTITUTED A LONG-TIME NUISANCE.. HI“HwAY 4 uAS OPEH FROM - .
SAIGON TO BAC LIEU ON 24 FEBRUARY. R R g e T

S. I QUTSTIOMED GENERAL H STNORELAND CONCERNING IdTELLIGENCE el
- REPORTS THAT INDICATE AN EARLY ATTACK OM DA NANG, GENERAL SRR
WESTMORELAND INDICATEDR THAT HE AND GENERAL.UHEELER-VISITED DA

NANG ON 24 FE3BRUARY AND THAT THE THREAT OF GROUND ATTACK ON
DA NANG DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE SIGNIFICANT. -1 ALSO QUESTIONED L
HIX ASOUT. THE MOVEMENT QF SURSTANTIAL ENEMY FORCES FROM THE ..
NORTH INTO THE SAISO0M AREA. WE 3FLIEVES THAT THE THREE DIVISIOWS
REPORTED IN THE AREA HAVE SYUFFEREID SUBSTANTIAL CASUALTIES IN
EARLIER CONTACTS AND THAT THE FORCES GUARDING 5pIGON CAN HANDLE.

THE SITUATION, GEINERAL WESTMORELAND HAS THE CAPABILIT? TO. -

. ?hIMF“QCE SAIGON PROH’TLV

7. FOLLOWING rnv VISIT TO DA NANG, GENERAL WHEELER AND -
GENERAL YESTXORELAND. MET WITH PRESIDE INT THIEU, VICE PRESIDENT
XY AMD GENERAL VIEN. TOPICS DISCUSSED WERE NOT REIVIEWED 3Y
GTNERAL WESTMORELAND, 3UT HE INDICAT D,A-WIDE-HAN&ING, USEFUL

AND REALISTIC EXCHANGE OF VIEWS, S _

. CEMERAL WVST“OPELA”D IS5 ZNDEAVORING TO DIUERT SONE 3-59
QT°TV"$ INTO THE A SHAU VALLEY %HIRE HE REPQORTS THAT. 32 -
G2OUND TARGETS EXIST THAT CONSTITUTE WHAT HE CONSIDERS TO SE AN
ALTZRNATE LOGISTICS COMPLEX SUILT UP TO SUPPORT THE ATTACK ON
HUE. DIVERSIONS OF B~532 STRIKES WILL NOT BE AT THE EXPENSE OF A
CONTINUES POUNDING ARQUND KHE SANH., IN ADDITION, INTELLIGENCE
TEAMS WILL 3E INSERTED IN AND NEAR A SHAU VALLEY AS WEATHER :
PERMITS; UNFAVORAZLE WEATHV? AAS P?EVEITEJ ATTEWPS *ADE DURIVG
THIS ’A:T WEEK .
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