AYWIgIT rd AdOD

,.CGHDHCT ORFENSIVE ‘OPERATIONS IN THE DAK TO AREA. HE-

'HiT EARD

L , .‘ ',W - L fﬁ&
<)lr : . ( - 7y
-. >

' - DECLASSIFIED . WAFB.A: 17 20
EEA200 _ 2.6 -
bE WTE (D o L.0. 129‘-18, Sec.
DE WTE 819 NLJ “R?Dyte 239 &
NARA Dated-22° S
FROW WALT ROSTOW - By_xg o -5
TN THT PRESINENT . o - 2 .
CITE CAPBO542 o ‘4:) jVVZL/ e B
FAP-SRfePTaRNSTMVE Cadl B
. . =
FOR THE PRESTRENT - . : S
FROM WALT ROSTOM Gl e, e "'fii
R P Y ’ ~ .
FEBRUA?Y oa, 1968 oo

- HEREZITH SuS AN“ WESTY RESPOND TO OUS QUERY COF YEST’RDAY
WITH TFSTR PICTIRE OF THE. SITyYATION, ,

R, HF?E TF? ?MFﬂY GITUETIOﬂ LQOKS LIRT THISS

H P"PPS « THE ENENMY BTTACK‘B XHE SpMH YESTEPDAY . L ‘ !
WITH A HEAUY ATT&CX AY FIRE AND COMTINUES Te AhJUST ' ' :
" WIS FIRE TO INCREASE THT EFFECTIVENESS OF HIS ARTILLERY,

THE THREAT TO 21JANG TP] HaS SEEN REDUCED SCMEWHAT - aMD NOW

CONSISTS OF THE 373PD REGIMENT ATTEMETING TO INTERDICT .

THE CUA VIET RIVI®, NORTH OF anaNg TrI CITY, AND THE S12TH

REG IY=MT ATTEMFTING. TC QUT.ROUTE | SOHTH OF QuavNg TRI CITY. T
THERE ARE AT LEAST EIGHT EAUIVALENT CONEAT EFFECTIVE '
BATT AL TOMS THREATENTNG. HOI _AMLAMD DaNaNe.. THE BATTLE.AT.. ‘
HUE INYM YES ARONT: EIZHT COMRAT ‘EFFECTIVE BATTALION ECUI"&LFﬂTP
AND THY FIGHTING IS HEAVY AS TEE SMEMY. saTTEMPTS TO Mane oM

IN THE CITY. THERE  I5 EXTENSIVE ‘SUPFLY" nCTIUITY IY A-Syan
VALLEY, aMD THE SNEMY I3 BUILDING A ROAD FROM THE VALLFY

70 JOIN WIGHWAY 527 WHICH RUNS TO HUL.. ¥Z YAVE NG INF Qh~

HATIDN oM UHAT TGDDP uvITs ARE. LOCQTED IN A=-SHAU.

II TORPS: --THF EN?ﬂY I3 TACTICALLY DEPLOYED TC T

1S CAPABLY, -OF "CONDUCTING GROUND ATTACKS WITH SEEN .
BATTALICHS OF THE 1ST. VA 'DIVISIGN: SUPFCRTED 3y ELEMENTS

OF THE 4OTH ARTILLERY REGIMEMT, AVAILASLE EVIDENCE . N
_TNDICATES-THAT THESE ATTACKS' CAN-BE INITIATED AT aNY TINE.
IN-KONTYM CIIY, THE. ?rLDCﬂTIDN DF-MAJOR-UNITS COUPLED WITH - : L e
"EVIDENNE OF DETAILED PLANYING- INDICATES AN -OFFENSIVE ACTION cer T i
AGAINST THAT CITY WITH AS MUCH AS THREEINFANTRY AND TWG L T PR
“APPER BATTALICNS AT 'aNY ' TIME, IN PLEIKG-CITY, THE 'EMEMY . - ' )
DOES NOT PCSE. AN -IMMEDIATE -MAJOR THREAT AT THIS TINE. HE o

IS HOWTYTR, CAPASLE OF, ATTAGXS.BY FIRE ayD HARASSHENT TYPE,
ACTIVITY. gu_ B

11 GORPS - THE THREE REGINENTS JOF THE STH VG DrvIsTON
REMATIM YN NOPTHERN AND WESTERN GIa"DINN PROVINCE. ELEMENTS
OF THE 1P(ST NVA DIVISION: HaVE)BEEN. IDENTIFIED NORTH GF.
SAIGON, AND A PY FROM THE!141ST-NVA REGINENT, CAPTURED -IN.
SOUTHTPH BINY DUONG STATED HIS BATTALION WAS FOLLCWING TWO:
OTHERS TC GIA DINH, AIRBORVE. DIRECTION FINDING |OCATED A
TERMINAL SERVING THE 2ND BATTALION, 274TH VG PEGINENT. ON :
2. FEBRUDRY TN EASTERIL @I DINH.: THUS, ELENENTS OF THREE
DYYESIDNS THEESTEN SATGOH, pLTHOUCH SONETOF THEY HAVE qrEN
THE PAST. WEEKS ki
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" TOTAL, ARCUT 30 PTRCEMT. WERENVA TROOPS,” .IN THE THREE WEEKS .

: 2 STHE ENEMY TS CHRRENTLY aTT?ﬂPTrur To- e
CAPITALJZE OBETHE FACT THAT ARVM:FQRCES. IN THE DELTA e

NAVE. BEEN FORCED TO CONCENTRATE.'UPOM THE DEFENSE OF. ussau

CENTERS THRONGHOUT THT aREA, WHILE KEEPING HIS MANEUVER . BRI
UNITS WITHIN.-STRIXING DISTANCE OF THE MAJOR CITIES .AMD - SV

LINES OF - PDMMUVICRTIOW, HIS EFFCRTS IN THEE RURAL AREAS

MAVE  CENTERED*ARCUND RECRUITMENT AND" ANT J-BVN/US. PROPAGANDA. *. -+
I IS MOT CLEAR,: HOWEVER,  THAT-HE. IS. MOVING “RAFIDLY.TO . - .. .~
EXPLOIT THE SITUATION IN THE COUNTRYSIDE THYBUGHOUT 'THE
CORPS. DUPING.RECENT WETYS THE ENEMY .HAS IEEN ABLE

TO SUCCESSFULLY INTERDICT HIGNWAY 4 THRROUGHOUT THE DFLTA. -
ROAR PLOCYHS, .CRATERING, <AHD HARASSING ATTACKS. HAVE REEN .T
USED TO ApINe’ “TRAFFIC ﬂu THIS ®AJOR -THORGCUGHFARE TO & MNEAR -

“STANDSTILL, . ¥E: DOYRT THE ENEMY BELIEUE TH#T THIS WILL
- €T PPF FOOD GUPPLY T4 SAICOV

T“F“GTH - ABGUT Gﬁ Gﬂﬁ E“EHY COHB&T AND CDMBAT SUFPORT
TROBPS WERE: COMMITTED  IN TPE FIRST TWO DAYS OF THE TET . - BRI
DFFENSTVE, UPTIO 25 P?RCEﬂT MORE- WERE CCEMITTED FROM THE GHERRILLAS,-;r
ﬁDMINISTPATIVF SERVICES ‘AND:POLITICAL “INFRASTRUCTURE, OF THE . .

SINCE THAT TIMNE THE ENEMY HAS.COMMITTED -ADDITIONAL- ‘FCRCES - -
(FIVE>TC SEVEM:BATTALTONS TN I CORPS, FOUR BATTALIONS IN 11
CORPS, .FIVE TO NINE SATTALIONS. IN I1IT CCRPS,” AND NCNE IN(IV
CORPS).. MaIN FORCE:STRENGTH AT THE -BEGIMNING: OF THE OFFFNSIVE.#
WAS ABDYUT . 133,382 DYS TOTHE ARRIVAL 'CF, THE ‘384TH AND '

37=TH “IVISIOHS. 'ABOUT HALF:OF ENEMY"S #AIN ‘FORCE

. STRENGTH PROBABLY PEMAINS. UNCGHHITTEB. THE MOST SIGNIFICRNT 'i{i

INTACT ELEMENTS BEINE THOSE ‘AT XHE SANW, THE DiZ, THE
HIGHLANDS, aND- FOUR- MVA REGINENTS (2MD DIVISICN AND
J3i 8T BEGHHENT) Iﬁ T"V ﬁAﬁnVG-HOI"AN nPEh. gw‘

e PVIMFGQCE 1ENT. = ALTHOUGH & FEN o S HAVE STAT“D THAT o
THE 3@B8TH aMD . 333TH NIVISIONS ARE IN-THE DMZ, THERE IS NQ
CREPTIALE IMTELLISEMCE. HELD BY MACY INDICATIN G THAT
ADD!I[DNAL DIVISINHS MARE IN QB NFAPR SOUTH VIETNAM OR ENRGUTE
THERETO. "THE Ny¥a DIVISTONG LOCATED IN NUN HAVE NOT EKFI%ITFD

ARNY UNUSUAL  COMMUNICATIONS PATTERNS WHICH HGULD INDIcaTE

SOUTHWARD: DEPLOYMENT, ALTHORGH THE SWRTH RIVISICYH IS NCT
CURRENTLY . I?FLAT A IW S1a1NT, ' o o

SUHHQRY-—‘UF AGREE WITH YOU. THAT THE- EMEMY CAN CONpUCT
STAULTANEQUS: LA?”“ SCALE ATTACKS AGATNST XHE SANH, HUE, :
DANANG, Dak TQ,"aMD Saleod, HE WILL MO DCUAT ATTACK OTFER S
TUWNS'AﬁﬁuCITIES AT THE SaME-TIME, WITY CUE.CONSIDERATION :
FOR THE L0CaTION AMND STREMGTH OF THE ENEMY THREEAT COMHSMACY
HrS DEPLOYZD WIS FORCES TQ BE.IN THE SEST POSTURE TO CGUMTER
THFSE oT"ULTAH?OUG %TTQCKS TF?GUCHCUT THE CDUNT”Y.;

HHILE’HF‘&”P ??EpnﬂED TO DEFE HD PCATNST 'WULTIPLE
ATTACKS, THYRE .IS SOME. EVYDENCE THAT THE ENEMY MAY DELAY
FOR - WEEKS, EVEN NCMTHS REFCRE IMITIATINS HIS. NEXT. - :
OFFENSIVE, IM THEVINTERIN HE WILL ATTEWFT TO INVEST .

THE CITITS AND TOwNS, ATTRITING- THE. AIR FORCE QF THE - -
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM AND WEAXENING THE WILL OF THE fIVILIANS
AND THEIR LOYALTY TO THE GVN,.. TG CAFITALIZE OMN ANY SUCH- DELAY
TOGETHER WITH RVNAF WE ARE PROCEEDING WITR OPERATIONS ~ - .
DESIGNED To DESYROY.THE ENEMY.CR TO_PUSH HIM.AWaY FROM THE
TOWNS, WHILE MOVING TO REOPEN LINES OF COMMUMICATION ﬁVD
r*ﬂSSTDT FR!EUDLY PRESERCE IN THE CDUNTR!SIDE. : .
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