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On the third day of our visit to Vietnam., .the o:eiegation visited 
the Museum of Party History in Hanoi. We had a distinguished tourist 
guide, General Giafi himself. In one of the halls of the modestly 
furnished museum, in a. group picture hanging tin the wall,' we discovered 
a youthful photograph of rIo Chi Minh.. It had been taken in Paris. Ho 
was rising to speak in a congress of the French Communist Party. In 

,the background of the picture Maurice Teorez and the other French 
party leaders were visil?le;' In another group picture Ho Chi Minh and 
Pham Van Dong were standing next to Stalin on a scaffolding on Moscow's 
Red Square Mausoleum, on the occasion of a May-first parade. A third 
photograph .. had been taken in Peking, as Mao Tse Tung and Ho Chi Minh 

. were . shAking hands in a friendly manner after signing a. friendship and 
cgop~ration agreement (?) concluded between the two countries. 

In the central hall of the Museum had been placed a papier,":ma.m4,., 
~~oqp.I SOlYl;S""'x:n~teting"t);le,];lat~le.,of;,Dj.(U1.B .. i<j'll :I:h~,;g,~~el'a:J,;.Cial)t 

... a1:_<;pp,~,~ ~tlJ"~'3t~.~,p~~p.~~_.pla9.,ed,.o!?-,~n~,~Ade.,\?tt~}¢mpdel",,from where 
the Museum's tourist guide usually narrates to groups of visitors the 
story of the battle. The delegation sat down on wooden benches placed 
fac ing him. Like.i\··Y,;;'?8;iii'iiit.y,;pi'ot,e:8soi';;"G~~p.:pick!ld. JlP ' .. a ·long . bamboo 

",st~c k.l, ;"w. ith,. faJ.ili"ti,S,~l~y;puJ;',\ling ,I!IY·c 8.,-, ,fir,stJ-n.as oft vCllCe.thenWith' 
increasingly decisive n:todula,tion,; ,he·qegan. tonar,ratlf:,Ule battle which 
~seale d th~,~l<;t()r.y'(;>.yer .the· Fi'lilri<:b. '<:, Th.e, ba tH~ ::,of,Pien;ei.e.nPhnwa II 
es sentiallythe. last, desp<j.ratEl;e:x;/ilrtiOno( the;: Viet Minh gue~l'illa army, 
said the. gen"raC:' Had V«onot been.;viotOl."iOus:thero,:FraRch MIMi",l" 
powe l' in Viet;';'~ ';"ould. still ~e ha vi!lg its ,seaUn Hanoi .and Saig on.· 
9ur a:qned,£o,\"ce s.:wereo'lltl~e. 'large Qf completli'exAausti,oll,":)!iOU1' supply.. 
of rice was r~nning out;.lack,Q£ .anununiti(mwas::r.II11ching(fatil.strophic 

,a(i,:proportions. Th~ populati,?l~ h\\dpecOUleapath,ctia.tiur1ng· the long i'. 
partisan war and it was becoming difficult to dr.aft new:flghters£or 'OUr 

.tt><·guerl'illa army_ Because. '1)£ years or jungle warfare .. rt'Il)rale' in:the'" 
~fighting units harlreached the lowpoint.,We,had to put6.Verythin!i OJ:\\)ne 

;;;,.0::<>'1'<1 •• The supreIiie council of war remained in session for days and 
finally came to the decision th9-t;Jhljl,.i.mpo"s~Qle!ladtQ:be'attempt.d, ri 
decisive battle had. to be joined.' We picked Dien .BienPhu as the Bcene of"" 

"'the battle. It was our assumption' that General Leclerc ('1), the QOUll'\'\(tnder 
~of th" ltrnnch expeditionary forces, must f.eel excessively secure in then .• 
militarily (extraordi.narily) fortified, mountain-gh:t valley of Dien Bien.ii'hu.­
'We knew the French military school and strategic thinking. We counted 
on the fact that the postwar French military leadership had not drawn a 
lesson from its defeat suffered during World War II at the Maginot Line 
and that, similarly to the Maginot Line, it considered Dien Bien Phu an 
impregnable fortification. Our calculations this time proved to be correct. 
The French could not imagine how the Vietminh could be able, through the 
almost impenetrable forest, to bring onto the scene units in adequate 
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numbers and strength and also the necessary war materiel. The task 
was indeed difficult, said the General. lfil;at provisions had to be l"lade 
for a detailed reconnoitering of the terrain, which could be effected in 
a relatively sh()rttime." Th~ l'Iecond step was to ,organi.:r.e th~ trana­
portation of the [ol'ces., The road was covered by some of the fighters 
on bicycle, by others on foot. They carried no load whatsoever. There 
was one burden-bearing coolie for each soldier; these fforme!.! carried 
the hand-weapons and the ammunito;i:l, as well as the rice ration needed 
by the soldier and the coolie. We solved fthe problerrJ of !ransporting 
the arti11e1'y batteries captured from the French and lthos~ rec~ived 
f~m abroad -- mostly from the Soviet Union and China -- with fthe aid 
off elephants and buffaloes. To the dephants we gave military grades of 
r;nk, as Tin the case of 7 the soldiers, remarked Giap in a half sentence. 

'Yhen w~ roachccltho,area,o£ Dlen Bien Phu, eontinued the general;-
..;1 ordered a general rest.of three days'. Dui'ing,this the political officers 

endeavored to raise the morale of the soldiers. They explained to them 
that the French could be beaten, the same way the Japanese had been 
beaten il!.. World War II. If a Frenchman is hit by a bullet, it kills him 
just as LsurelyJ as it would a Vietnamese. The French are not gods by 
any means, repeated the political officers a hundred and a thousand 
times. 'There was, indeed, great need far this agitation, because, in 
all honesty, the soldiers were scared of the French. 

Aitp.r the t.hree-day rest we stal'ted the Biege'~ During the first 
phase of the battle we conducted typical guerrilla warfare •• ,Weattacked.., 
only at nighta,ndwiped, <;>tlt only one 01' two French pillboxes, This wall 

..,done by digging subterranean tunnels to the pillboxes, by' rendering' 
harmless the French ,soldi ers outside the pillhoxes. and then by blowing. 
up the pillboxe s. 'At first the French command had thought that this was 
only the usual partisan attack, which was a customary event in that 
military region. We permitted the undisturbed traffic of their resupply 
transport aircraft. It'was only later that we brought \tP artillery and 
bega,n shelling ,the only runway on the Bien, Bien Phu airfield, ' which 
then we kp.pt under constant fire, 80 that t11., French ha.d 1:0 try to'assure 
resupply for theil' bas(~ with the aid of parachutes. These pal'M:huted 
packages often landed, near to OU1' positioll. We changed the pos,itions_ 
of 0111' battel'ies often, a.n4 by the time the Frenehartlllel'y"(!()uld triang\tlate 
(7) ,~s. ,0urmo)"tal18 and oannon were in other p()8itionll'~ 

,We incr<!>.l.s.ed the pressuN lIystemati.cally'"and .finally we,:"ere, 
attacking"th,I),Palle .. daY"Audnight front all sides'. FiftaJ~y t,g,e day'al'rived"" 

:',:whc!l1 the French military command realized the hopeless nat\l.l:e:oi-the 

",;, h a,t~Lq", a.llQ,."a ~:',e"d.e,»,.c1"~he"",.,,tHicati.on II 'Of Dian' B ie n Phu; 
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Everyone listened very attentively to t'he general's pre sontation, 
and the delegation members asked many que stions. Foreign Minister 
Endre Sik asked him what would have happened, had the Americans 
granted the military aBBistauQe which the :French requested, and What 
would have happcn"d if the Americans had i.ntervened., The rl1690n We 

:,:w,,:n~ to Gene,va in 1954 was hecause.Y.'e:l!,lISe9Sed this poasi.bUity'as Iii 

.. F.,<;:,~,!,,,g;)cl.ial·.,replied,,Qeneral Giap • 
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