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March 5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

Continued review of prisoner interrogation and/or 
captured documents seem to confirm the thought that the VC/NVA 
had made plans for setting up local government structures after 
the successful take-over during the Tet offensive. 

Initial interrogation of approximately 44 Viet Cong in Quang 
Ngai City indicate that some of these may be fairly important finance/ 
economy cadres and possibly prospective members of a Viet Cong 
provisional government. One of those arrested was to become head of 
the Quang Ngai "National Democratic and Peace Front" in the event of 
Vi,:"t Cong takeover. 

A new Viet Cong informant whose reliability has not yet been 
estabUshed reports that the second phase of the offensive had begun by 
mid-February. The Viet Cong will not attack as many places as before 
but will concentrate large forces against a few main areas in an attempt 
to occupy them, kill GVN cadre, and control the people. It had not been 
determined if the Viet Cong would attack Quang Ngai City, but regardless 
of the decision, the Viet Cong plan to attack Nghia Hanh, Son Tinh, and 
Due Pho District Headquarters, Tra Khuc Bridge, Quang Ngai Airport, and 
the base in Binh Lien Village, Binh Son District. ~~t.l1&J."O'8ai"-­
tJ,1aht.'{;'o.communi.l3t. Chillese·div:(sions, one Nor.th Kot.eali Regiment, and._ 
pne Soviot Air Defense Regiment. would be in North. ,V~etnam to allow No:l."tio.-

,. Vietnamese Army unitll; to ·movesouthandhit.,hard,to force .peace, talk ... 
,L~.could llot.bejudged..i.£ .. th;i.s;wae;propaganc;i.a ,designed ,.to,·boost.mor,aie or 

"'pl,".eS.ented.as ·fact. 

Informants of varying reliability in VC-controlled areas of 
Quang Ngai Province have indicated that as of February 10 the Viet Cong 
have held many military/pol:Ltica.l retllai.nillgse,ssions, £orsoldiers since thE:_ 

.... Tot ()£f"nsive ·,£ailed ·l.nQuang'Ngai.' ,·The Viet,Cong claimed that their plans 
.failed becaUSE!. urgent orders .and prepaxation.£:I."om high.ievel cadres were 

"';'lacking •.. The Viet"Cong ... were planllit1g,.tnany,mee.tinge~tQ .. aSlle8S the strong 
,and weak points..oi··the",£i,itst'phal!e'''oi'the'''offenIi1Vf!''a'll.d-prep&lI'e.ior''the,· 
lIeo:oloxu:l. .. pha ...... 

-- ----------------- '---1' ----.-----------



• , . 

- 2 -

A Vict Cong inCormant claims to have obtained the following 
information f.rom the Long Khanh Provincial Force Political Officer. 

A. The Tet offensive was the first wave of the general uprising 
of the South Vietnamese people. The' offensive was conducted throughout 
South Vietnam to illustrate that the National Front for the Liberation of 
South Vietnam's (NFLSV) manpower and weapons can defeat the US and 
GVN troops in the major cities. ge,,;,lIili.d.that,by.P3."ovtns·that,tliEJNFLSV·' 
~an lieJeat the,fox:ce s of tJ;te Up.a.Ad.,,,C; V:N,thtl",N.F .I.ljjV";Woy.;ld·"gain"m.ot'@'~suppod 
f;;,"!m,~~'il·,I,l.ations of the world. , .. ,." 

B. ,,''l:'he,};,a.mpaign;y;a~.als.o ,to"bdng pre.s.su,re ,ttl beal"OI'l'the US 
and the (} VN sO that they will begin to think;i.n\~ex:in.soi, aCQeptl.ng'a'(:oalition 

'~6,'!r.er,nment as suggested. by the NFLSV.'"'' 

C. ;:he \"O;:iUnpaign .was" .. iso,tQ. gain deeper ,.ympathy' iroffi,th.,. 
"Arn<lrican people,y;hoare prot<lsting,.the Vietnam· War and'to'sho'W them that 
patriotic people in Vietnam have the capabilities to defeat thousands of 
American aggressors in Vietnam. 1'hf .... lampa,ign willaleoeause President 

.,Johns,on I e .ploeaUge .to,be .lowered in the next presidential el..,cp.on, 

Informant reports from Quang Tri, Siang Tin, and Quang Ngai 
Provinces indicate that the Viet Cong are making preparations for a second 
attack on the cities of I Corps. Th.e ol11yepecific date' mentioned is"from' 
QuangTri whcl'e FegruarY'Z9 to March :3 Were tSl'geC'dates' if the Viet 'Cong 
encountered 110 obstacles, 'Ii difficulties al'e·tnet,"the \p1a118 will'be'Clontiuued' 

,..uld.a.n opportunity ilought lmtil,.Ma:rcll 30~ The people of VC-controlled areas 
were assembled the last three days of February to prepare for demonstrations 
in Quang Tri City after a military attack. 

A prisoner captured on February 5 in Danang City, provides the 
following information. 

T,he pdmaryiactol's fat' .the Viet, Cong.:£ai.lurll to take' Danang on'" 
.... ;,January 2.9. 1968, WCl'C' iaultyince111gencdand a mix .. upin tho 'schedule fOl:" 

,.",the atta.ck,· . In orde,J: . .to .cu,rry£avor.with theho liIupedo ... 8,."Viet;Cong..,o.adres 
<:..J.n Danang ~gge;rl!.tt\'d"theil";'i·epOl·ts,"~,over, ... u"l:;i,Inilt.d,.t;b..pe.opllil,1e",prO',:"YC;;,,,.,_ 
1"'4e;nQm~",.aJl,,"w>Qe~.lii;m4ili8~1Wn~~.N..i.i.~~_t_wi • 
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troops. Although the general offensive througooutthe ct:ountry was to 
begin the night of January 30, 1968, a prior order had scheduled the 
attack on January 29. Certain Viet Cong units did not receive the 
second order and attacked on the night of January 29. To compound 
these errors, thE' cstaff .M the Qmtllg Da .. Damtlig Special Zone failed 

.to I\Yldel'stand the mood of the peopleo! Danang. 'They had been led to 
believe that the people of Danang had grown steadily to their understand­
ing (become more anti-American) and were waiting only for an opportunity 
to seize power, However, they found that the people did not want to 
demonstrate or to fight. 

A local provincial level security unit source in Long An Province, 
who has provided the unit with reliable information for three months, has 
reported that the Viet Cong say, that ,thu.y.must; suc.ceufullYi attacK and ,I"~ 
over1'Ull the province capital, Tan An, According to U,e report, 'the 'Yiet' 
Cong are telling the people that Hthey fail Co overrun Tan An, they'will 

OIltnrn.in their, weapons, to the .GYNand stop'fight~ng .. "'The source also indicates 
that the local Viet Cong have been promised the support of North Vietnamese 
Army troops for the next attack on Tan An. and that a total of 6, 000 troops 
will be used in the attack. The Viet Cong are also claiming that small . 
guerrilla actions are finished and that only large scale attacks will take place 
in the future. 
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