
( 
• 

to: , 

,.. --I . I ,-- .........,-~ To " .. ~- -~.:-> "1"", .. 

" I,i' 
(" ") 

i 

, 
, 
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WB.. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith the Wro replal> 1Il0ftllaa repofttl tl'OID W,oa: 

1. De Saall - DMZ: 

__ le ••• hellla,. :relali .. ly ....... alMl' pel'&DU. etfecd .. 
U. S. all' aDd ariille..,. actioa; 

__ W,Il 1 ... 10£ re-eupp!y (Z,lT tvuh 

__ weather tOI' 8IIXt day Dot teo ltd. 

I. MACV tII1epb ... c ......... tloa 

__ a poel opel'atioa .eRath o£ .... , at T&IIl ICy; .. rioae aDd • 
... hope. ndalud WOI'k to .,.. Spway 1; 

__ etlll u.c:ertalDty &bCNt tile .de.' --&'h o£ the ... mY _i. 
oatalde o£ Sal ... ~ '. 

W. W. betow 

DEa.A5SJFIED 
Allthority CUd k /(7-/./'-7.1' 

8yM. NARA. Datc~:r-t..z.. 
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Wednesday, February 208. ·4.968, 9:50 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number twenty-four on the situation in the Khe Sanhl 
DMZ area and covers the 24-hour period of February 27, 1968. 

E~Y;:i"ncQmi"g".:ie.s's-ene.cl:;sQ.:tq~Y.!IJl;.a.t.;y,e,!lBl;;J:,daY;1:at:;;Kh~:Sanh::".()ompared 
with preVious days as enemy shelling totaled 115 rounds of mortar, 15 rounds 
of artillery and 10 rounds of rocket. Casualties attributed to the shelling 
were one killed, 20 wounded (11 evacuated). There were no significant ground . 
contacts reported, however, several significant sightings of enemy activities 
were made. 

, 
~ ", 

At 10:00 AM a resupply helicopter received Ilmall arms fire from enemy'"' 
positioned 1000 meters. east of Khe Sanh. A,s;iQ;:ZzA"~:!"4s-tme:rwas:;;J 

~~~G~.~,q;;:3.!?.H.tJ:1'!t.e.!lJ<:.g;l~~,;§'~Jl.l~:k~2.w.::~g.i:.q~.a.tx;o:s:~ct;:p~I!!:Q!.'\l.hl.c;:J~,;be.lie.:lZe.d"~ 
~,~.';:~i,~'?:!rmy':;,j;"~ .. At 11:10 AM Marines sighted eight enemy troops moving 
towards the Khe Sanh area with a 50 caliber weapon 2 liZ kilometers east of 
Hill 881; air, strikes were called with undetermined results. At 11:15" AM, an 
administrative officer directing air strikes 20 kilometers southwest of 
ubA/''arui"[ii.e:p~~t.l:n;l;i:tIil:''''e,\"laraeTfi1'"e·$~·~~Q.u:nd7fh#''Co;';'~~i!elW A vehicle convoy .. ~ ~~ '.JlIf.!"~_, .•. .c._._,..",~ ...... ,~_il!t..iIIo 

was spotted at the same location and air strikes were called in with undetermined' 
results. "J ... 

Throughout the afternoon incoming continued but of a sporadic nature. 
An artillery mission was fired on a known mortar site three kilometers south­
west of Hill 881 resulting in ,~~:V:!'i.!,:iQ;:':li&>.cQn~.tYi;$pl(j$.};ons. An air strike run 
four kilometers southwest of Hill 881 resulted in~R~~;s.~1a~~;;~:al..2.~!~' At 
8:25 PM Marine Listening Post heard movement to l:he left oflts position and r 
received one grenade injuring two Marines-,-- Fire was returned with unknown 
re suIts. .IID:!te:aildil:Ioriiil::.ta:-£g~~~eonaa;~i;;e~t,'-'Sro~--w..£"t __ ~&Qjfe~ea;!iiLU'iIf . 
~C;Il::tl:litt.e;U;;;no];:tn;:af::ro;:~'"Saliii:··i~~·'fi;;;uir:bf'"it't~;~if~ai;;'S1~~:Oamages. attributed 
to the day's incoming at Khe Sanh consisted of a helicopter destroyed by an. .." 

. enemy artillery round. Aircraft personne 1 were not injured; . " " 
. ~, .' 
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Elsewhere at friendly installations bordering the DMZ, ..&B~!'Il<1I 
~~gmi"hillery. rocket and mortar rounds .. ~.,!<!;c:t;:~ig!?'Urc;!!nt. Camp Carroll 
received five rounds of mortar. At Dong Ha Combat Base, 11 rounds of' 
artillery fell. No damages or casualties were recorded in ,either instance. 
Con Thien and Gio Linh received five mortar rounds and 38 artillery rounds 
respectively, with negative damage and casualties reported. Friendly 
casualties of two killed, seven wounded (six evacuated) were caused by 115 
rounds of artillery and 25 mortar rounds falling at positions held by Marines 
in the Cua Viet area. The 1st AMTRAC received nine rounds of mixed artillery 
and mortar causing minor injuries to one individual. 

In ground contacts yesterday in Operation Salin.e, search and destroy 
operations conducted by elements from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, in Mai 
Xa Thi Village, accounted-£oi""'~"""'T"illu:-YletD;iln~s~my·"~k:Hlea~ In the . ~.:..~~~. __ :,ril.·~~~l¥ 

contact one Marine was killed and three injured. On the Cua Viet, three 
landing craft convoys were fired upon with automatic weapons fire and mortars. 
In each instance negative casualties were reported. 

There were five COFRAM missions fired expending 27 rounds of 155 MM 
and one round of 8" ordnance, resulting~..... ".,' ", ~" "'e' 

The high total gf.::115.:1:lcJ;fcal'ta:ili::~r.ties::we'ie;,;{rG~vm;Z$UpporlZOFKh'e' 
§ft.'?h::4);:r.mg"the:;pW::iO:d~'''''Marine aircraft flew 157 sorties, with Bomb Damage 
including 10 secondary explosions, six secondary fires, one mortar position 
destroyed. Three bunkers destroyed, 20 structures destroyed, 20 structures 
destroyed, and 22 enemy killed. The Air Force flew 153 sorties and the Navy 
flew 105 sorties. Bomb Damage Assessment included ~s:iffziifme:iiOl2_ 
sznl!;U:r&E~%1::~~%~.~.99l\.>t~n3,~¢.o:silin:&--;1'~l9~a:rC:Uf'i;;&iii.gbJ:;!'t:QUmrmeiCl;,·"De;m~ 

,~~15.:pl::Q.bable.);;:;i)One automatic weapons position destroyed, and two 37 MM 
guns destroyed. Six ARC LIGHT strikes (33 sorties) were flown in the Niagara 
area. 

Air resupply for the period amounted ~;mn;gj;oye;l:l:ilts. Fifteen short 
tons of vehicles, six short tons of mail and three short tons of medical supplies 
completed the largest resupply tonnage delivery in many weeks. In addition, 
68 passengers were landed at Khe Sanh. Resupply sorties totaled 46 on 
February 27. Fourteen C-130 aircraft completed ten air drops, and three 
air landed at the airfield. Twenty-eight Marine helicopters delivered passengers 
and cargo. 
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, 'For the next 24 hours, a total of 282 tactical air sorties are 
scheduled in support of Khe Sanh. Eight ARC LIGHTstrike8~48 sorties) 

, will be flown in the Niagara area. 

, Except for a brief period of fog at 9:00 AM on February 27 the' 
~i"the.fLNila:s,·g()&i.:'ffieT~exna:ilide~the"m.o'~ning;,anck~tg:rnQ~With;'P~t1t 
£i,2@Y,::slti:e:.:ii:~~q,;gR9sl~~~l:!!.~t.i~,§!~,ttji~=;V~:ai:h~J:Zi.~1i.ijnlfd1'se'iie'rauyt:g60i:l 

• 

, tl:iiou~.~~,:"lJ;iJl~t~.!l,j;i.l.i~Jl~,on::]le'Si.i£ar.Y;;;Z:8r.w.ll;~~:1l1!educing 
, v;i.sibiliti~s40 .. ~o~~W..a:;Q;,~~he forecast for the period next 24-1&~.·':1;;';':'~."'l ~ ....... ~>iUIi:.lr .. "~'" , , • 

' hour period is f!l5;;;g~o!Q4:j..¥i;;!l9;e:s;.l;b,;,'§AAt=~iibil;i;tWAA4':ll=CJ!.~.7:-ro)"ft 
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( --TOP SECRH, 

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, 
WASHINGTON, 0, C, 20301 

CM-3055-68 
28 Feb 196.!l 

',MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

,'f-

(~" 
, , 

"._;. " 

SUBJECT: Telephone Conversation with General Kerwin, CS, MACV 

1. General Westmoreland was out of the office and I talked 
to General Kerwin, General Westmoreland's Chief of Staff. 
There is little to report concerning activities in SVN except 
for some updating of information reported in the Presidential 

"operational/intelligence brief and in General Westmoreland's 
report #24 on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. 

2 • l~,;;;;!:;.b.~~~:;J;;~'I'~~~.l!"Q;E:F~~i!:k,:1f.&~,~~~"",B.tt.,,;r~,!\,~~~:eJ fP"<!>~ e !r~ 
&~<w.;,~:z~ms'l!i"d;:.il:elli?~"'~~~Ei-"'l48 
.1l;l;!".'R.<~S\:Q;;;;;e:,tI:l>l·!:lifif:rOit1>m~E!1:;;tn":S~~~ea:Il;i.'llfi1rrOlll·~ 
~£~~~o change in U.S. wounded. There is no further 

information an the reported movement of major communist elements 
to the coastal area betweenDa Nang and Tam Ky. 
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6. In IV Corps Area no information was~rovided'~eyond 
that contained in the Presiden,tial operatl,onal/intelligence 
bri'ef. I, " 

~,,'-,- •. ', 

HAROLD K. J~' 
ACTING CHAIRMAN " 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF"" 
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