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Hr. President, 

In recent weeks the moat frequent oharge against ~ Viet-Ram 
policy wh10h I encounter is that it is "1amoral," and I have not 
heard an.Y effective reply to it. I nggeet the nead tor speakers 
and writers who defend our policy to strike repeatad b).owa at this 
oriticism whioh otherwise is likely to beoaae an unohalUenged olioM. 

I attaoh a line of argument which appeals to me, BOIIIe pari; or 
which l111ght be useful to your speech-writers. 

M. D. T. 

Attachment. 
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'''e otten hear the critioil!lll that th1s war is iaIatoraland I often wonder 

jlll!t what 111 lIIeant b.r thill. It may _an thlt since an lIlr is c:ruel, waste.t'al 

and destructive, all war is 1nmtoral and worthy ot condemnation. It that is 

the thought, one 11\ust demur betore the evidence ot history tbat there have 

been bo1:h just and unjust wars. But the critics would probably reply in 

that oaee tbat Viet-Nul talls in the olass ot unjust ware ;and hence is imnIo:t'al. 

But let U8 take a 1II00000nt and give serious thought tOyhat this charge 

pans and see "mat truth it contaiml. It IIIUIIt IIIBIUl that fl1tber the purpose. 

the lIIeanll or the oOlU!equences ot our actiolU! in Viet-NaIl are in 1'1011\8 sen!!B 

evil. UnjUlllt and hence _oral. But would this be the concludon of honest 

lIIen whose judgments of right and wrong we are willing to t1"l1llt? 

Btl/ore a_ring this qll88tion, we sho1Jld f'1ret _iM the AJII8rican 

purpose in Viet-H8III. Ae President Johnaon lIuted in bis John!! Hopkin!! speech 

in 196" "OUr objective is the indepenienco ot South Viet .. ffaIII and 1te freedom 

from attack. We want noth1~ tor oU1'llelvee. only tbet the people in South 

Vist-NaIII be allowed to guide the1:r 0II!l country in their oWn WRY," Thlt has 

been ollr objective throughout our V18t-88111 involVement and rumains the 

objeotive today.. It is but the 1II0st :recent demonstration 0/ our historical 

dedication to the right of selt-detemirlation and CIUI bal'dly be d_d 

~1'Rl while va continue to pride ourselves on it •• uoce8llful defense in 
1'1 

World 1.Jar I. World l.Jar II, Korea and el8ewhere. 

It our purpose in Viet-NIIIII is not bmloral, perhaps our l1Iean!! de8e1'ft 

the tem. These means assllIIIfI 1118~ to:nu--some political, salle eocial-econOlllic 

and 80111e military. The political means we IlI!8 are generaUy I1mitcd to the 
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giving ot enoouragtllll4lnt., advice, and inatrua\1on by aaple by (lUI" American 

officials who try to guide t.he political lead.m ot thie Samature people in 

their st~le for nationhood and tor independence. In tlt:ls field, our etrons 

have been rewarded by iII1pres&ive progre8s &inca the turbulent period of 19611- : I 

6, when Saigon governments 1181'8 In'erturnad 8'I8ry three IIlDnths by irrerlponsible 

lIIinority groups, and CDllpS were the order ot the day. Sure~ tbese American 

efforts to help the V1etl1llllKl88 to leam and practice 881t-govel'l1llent do not 

_rit 1II0rel condemnation but rather unallo,ed praise. 

In the social-ecarlall1c field. our Awn1.can repreeentatives in Viet-Nam, 

supported by t.heir departments am agencies in Washington, have given t.heir 

guidance and help to Viet_ .. off'1cials not. only in Saigon but t.hroughout 

t.he provinces, often at. great pel'llOlSl r1ek. 'l'hey have ~si3ted the rebuilding 

of t.be war-t.om countryside and tbe ilnpro'lf!lllent of the admin1Btrative practices 

ot t.he antral and locel goveI'nllents in solving the .no1'lll0U8~ complex social­

econcnic problems ot the country. Our gov8l'1111ent bas provided funda fDr these 

purposes totalling !110M than $2 billion in the past three years, .t'\1nds whicb 

have been used to 11I'II1t intlation, to bring re11et to the t.housands ot' war 

refugees, to assure an adequate national food .upp~ and to pennit SaRe 

grDwth Df the ecoll<llllY in spite of the c1rouutanoes ot war. Theee activities 

and .eaM 8IIIployed in the soo1al-PD11t1cal field oan hard~ be called 1I11III1'11'111. 

There ~iM to b. ccneidered the lIIi11t81'7' ...... by which we defend 

the civilian population f'rcn the • ..., lIIil1te1"1 and gtJ8l:t'illa 1'l'lroea in order 

to provide l18CM'ity for the act. cf sUon-building in which we are engaged. 

Necessarily, rna"" ot the 11I1lita1'7' operations take place 1n populated aresa 

becausl.! the enemy BeeD to l1Iingle with the people 1n order to imprell8 
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recruits, le",. taxes, cont1acate tood and _dial aupp11eB, alk'! obtain the 

proteetion fraa our torces which their p:re_ eong o1'ril1a.na atfords tbell. 

They know that OUl' oaJU'lllUldera aN operating urxIer tlw strictest orden nBr 

1mpo..m upon mil1ta17 foress in t1me of val' to use ..,e17 1118ana to lIIilrlllize 

civilian casualties and they take fUn adftnUge ot w.s faot. It ie tlwy 

who mUllt bear the Nsponsibil1t, for t)a oi-dlian 10.... when, l1ke criminals 

brought to bay, they shoot 1t out with the tOrce8 of law aDd order 1II1ich seek 

to resOIle the civilian hostages. Du.t 1II1en ,.. AMl'icana at hOlle ea. tlw N-

suIting S08MS of civilian sutfering Oft OUl' television sOl'lMlna, W. sClIIIehow 

acquire tbe feeling that we are respoM1ble for tlwse UMaI'PJ' events and, Iwnoe, 

that the oonsequences or our aotione, reprdlelJ8 of our intentions, are sOIIehow 

immoral'. 

This thought raises the general quution of tlw good or ml ot the con-

sequencee of our Viet-N8111 1!1"t'Ol"8118nt~ Q\e can beet anewr the ql8stion by 

raising another-_hat would have bean the oonnque_s it we had never brought 

our mil1ta17 aid to South Viet-N81111 Tlwre 1a little doubt that, by now, He 

Chi H1nh would have achieved hill lite.long objective of impoll1ng a COIiIIIuntst 

regillle on South V1et-1fall 1n lIPit. at the rellistanoe ot the large majority ot 

its inhabitants. In 80 doing, it -7 be u.pected that be would have used the S_ Idnd at barsh, 1"8prellllive IIMt8I1UrBII .. be did in Bmb Viet-.. dlU'iftIJ 

19Sh-SS. In that period, it 1a oonae1"t'&tivelT estiJuted that OWl' SO,oro 

Borth Viet_se 'WBre executed by Hots f1r1ftIJ eqnads and ",alV 1IlO1"8 1I8re put 

in ooncontration ClIII\P.-and these (JJ"III!Ilt1e. vere carried out 1n a stronghold 

of CCI1IIIIunist 8:JI!IPatbizere. It Ho ever got hia hands on tbe South Viet_lIB 
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a blood bath "b1ch 'IIOuld caU8S those grla nentll ot 19Sh-SS in the North to 

pale to inaign1.f'1.oance. Such, one is led to believe, 110ul4 have been a 

consequence of' our failure to bl'ing our IIIUitary forces to South Vie t-?I811 

and the con"'quence would be far lIore dbaaVows it, having COllIe, ,. with­

drew and ,yielded our trienda to tblt eo.wd.at firing aquada. 

In the l1gbt of these conclusiona aa to our purpOlle, our meana. and the 

consequences of our actions in South Viet-x.., it aeema likely tbat MOst 

fair-ndnded I18n 1IOuld be inclined to reject without qual1tication the charge 

that our COUl'ae baa been or 18 1mnIoral.. Rather. they could turn that charge 

against th08e who would IIUl'l'I!Mer our purpOlle ot bril1ling treedQII to South 

Viet-_. renounce the pledge. ot help given by three Presidents am supnorted 

repeated~ by Congreall, abandon on the battlet1eld the 60,000 Free "'!orld 

allies who are fighting b8aide 118 and give 0'\181' Oil%' Vietnallleae friends to 

Ho and hill hencllllen. Thill is a kind of' 1J1Imorality that all ot U8 can under­

stand, condelln, and reject. 
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