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Mr. President: 

At Khe Sanh: 

64Z enem.y rOUllds; 
•• 1443 outgoing: 

299 sortl .. plus 54 a-5Z's; 
ZZ7 tons del1vered; 

-- weather holds ,ood. 
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Saturday, Maxch.23, 1968, 8:40 a. m. 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number forty-eight on the situation in the Khe 
Sanh/ DMZ/ A Shau Valley area £01' the 24-hour period of March 22, 1968. 

There was an enemy surge in indirect fire at Khe Sanh. Dur i ng 
the reportii.1g period, 642 incoming rounds were recorded as compared to 
the previous four day average of US rounds. ApproxL-D.ately half were 
artillery (300); the other incoming were mortal' (250) and rockets (92). 
Six Marines were killed, twenty-four woundecCwith nine., requiring evac1.:ation. 
Incomi:.~.g enemy £i1"e destroyed an ammunition supply point contai:ning --an· 
undetermined an10unt of mixed caliber white phosphorous and illumination 
amn'lur:ition, 155mm high explosives amlTIunition, and demolition kits. 
Ahhou;h 3 ar,d C batteries, 13th Marines, temporarily ceased fire, due to 
close ::)!'ox~;:nity of supply point explosions 1 none of their gun position amrnuni­
tiGn \;;"3.5 h:'t. One hur..dred and one artillery missions \Vel"e fired in support 
of the base" expending 1443 rounds, none of which were COFRAM. Thirty­
n:r..e ~i:.·e missions were observer di::ected. 

Visibility remained good du::ing the period allowing 44 resupply sorties 
to ':;" f~own. Eighteen Ai::.- Force aircraft and 26 Marine helicoptel-s deEvered 
~2.7. 5 Sh01·t tons of supply and 91 replacements. Twelve tons of air delivery 
equipn.-.I.en-:': was back loaded from Kr~anh for reuse. 

T&ctical air sorties totaled 299 in the Niagara area. Tactical 2..:'r 
bomo daL:..age assessment included seven enemy killed, seven secondary explosions, 
twelVe s0(:ondary fires, fourteen weapons positions destroyed, one tl"uck destroyec., 
six tXL:.cks damaged and nine road cuts. 

Nine ARC LIGHT strikes, wilh fifty-fol.kT sOTties \vere scheduled in the 
:\-:':..:.g2.Ta :;'rea. Three sorties were diverted to a secondary target due to equiprr.ent 
c::c,~funct:on. Four strikes were 1200 - 1500 meters from friendly forces, one 
stri:,e W<'3 2800 meters away. 

DECLt.SSI!"IED 
E.o. 122:36, ~f:(7.. ::L3 

Of, tv1&rr:o. Jan 5. '; ~88 
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'SECRET - 2 -

During the next 24 hours, 295 tactical air sorties and eight ARC 
LIGHT strikes are planned in support of Khe Sanh. The weather is forecast 
to remain clear to partly cloudy with good visibility. 

Along, the DMZ, one ground contact was reported. H'Company, 4th 
Marines was in contact with an unknown number of enemy from mid-morning until 
5: 00 p. m., southeast of Gio Linh. Six Marines were wounded and evacuated. 
Enemy losses are unknown. Elsewhere in Quang Tri Province, contacts and 
casualties were light, with no major ground action. Total casualties in the 3rd 
Marine Division area for the period wete six Marines killed, 33 wounded (18 
evacuated) and 12 enemy killed. 

Air -reconnaissance and photo missions flown in A Shau yesterday 
detected 13 trucks in turn outs along Route 548. This is the largest concentration 
of vehicles noted in sometime .• No strike results avatlabl e. ., ' 
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'rHE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
, WASHINGTON, D.C. 10101 . , 

.. ' .. ,. 
:, ..... 

UlIa;r,c,h 1968 
4:30 AM aST 

MEMORANDUM PORTHE WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

Subj eet:, Supply Sta,tU5 at Kho Sanh as of 8: 00 PM BST 
Z2 March (9:00 AM 23 March. SVN time) , 

1. The Khe Sanh Dump and Ammunition Supply Point (ASP) 
status as of tho above time is as follows: .• 

.. ,; 

, .. ' .. 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
.' . DAYS SUPPLY 8: 00 PM Zl Mal' EST 

• 

CLASS J, (Rations)' 
. .. ; 

" ' , ' Meal, Combat, Inc1ivic1ual 
B Rations 

CLASS II (Fuel) 

. Aviation Gass(AVGAS) . 
J1'-4 Fuel (Jet FlIcl) 

, MotOl' Gasoline ("tOGAS) 
Diesel . 

CLASS V (Ammunition) 

a. High F.xplosive , 

60-mrn mortal' 
8l-mm mortar 
90-JlIm (Tank) . 
4.2" mortar 

.. , ... 

IOS-mm howitzer 
ISS-mm howit:l.er '" '< ., .. ):: :. 

ON HAND >(9:00 AM 22 }lIar SVNl 

.... 

.• :,. ., 

11 
6 

22 days 
7 days 

3 days 
'lO.~ days 
12.8 days 

.6 days 

" SS days 
29 days 

133 days 
31 days 
22 days 
26 days 
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c. Antipersonnel 

l06-mm millmVD 

CLASS V (COFRAM) , "' '. ," 

DAYS SUl)PLY .', ' .. ; ON HAND 

'. ' ... ' ' 

," , 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
8:00 PM Zl Mar BST 

. (9:00 AM 22 Mar SVN) 

". ROUNDS ON HAND . 

. .... ' 1,511 . " .. "':, .. - '.' ,'." 

lOS-mm howit.te\, 5 S days 
5 days 
S days 

lSS-mm howitzor 5 
40-mm grenado launcher 5 
Hand Grenades 10 10 days 

. "-"'-'-

,z. On 22 March, [(he Sanh wasresuppliEld, with ZZ7.5 short tons 
as £ol1ow$: 

CLASS 1 
CJ.ASS II 
CLASS III 
CLASS IV 
CLASS V 
MI SCELLAN.EOUS ' 

Distribution: , . 
!;BcDBlI 
DEP SECDEF 
CJCS (3) .. ' 
DJS (3) 
J-30 
J-31 
J-3Z,' 
J-33 
J-34 
J-4 . 
.A\~R 
Meee 
AFCP 
NFP 
DDO 
ADDO 
eeoc 
PAC DIV 
PAC DESK 

47.5 tons 
31.5 tons 
13.5 tons 

16 tons 
119 tons 

None 

• B. SHBDD 
Brigadier General, ,USA 
Deputy Director for 

. "'" . Operations (NMCC) 
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