INFORMATION

T
Friday, Masch 22, 1968 - 12:26 pm
Mr. President:
This report on Jang's performance

ln the Delta since he assumed responsibllity
on February 29, 1s impreesive/lillll

e . N7 In
addition to the summary at the beginning,
you may wish to note the marked passages
on pagee 8~ll1,

W. W. Rostow

TDGCS db-315/00977-68 i
19 March 1968
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L)
S - C;.LLS FOR TEE MOBILIZATION OF ALL RESOURCES TO DESTROY VIET COXG ‘ 1'

| (\'C) MAIN I-‘ORCE INITS PROTECT LINES OF CO..{\‘INICnTIO.\', RESTORE THE
R:.GIO\AL FORCES A‘*"D POPULAR FORCES, PRESS FO‘?.WnRD WITH TEE REVO~-:

I
!

; LUTIO\%‘TY DEVELOPUENT PROGRAM AND PUSK THE RECOVERY ETFOR”. REGARD-".
) br

..-..;.
1

J

t,_ i}nxc CIVILIAN KOBILIZATION, GENERAL THANG SAYS THAT CIVILIANS NUST

AN . | UNDERTAKE CIVIL DEFENSE KEASURES INCLUDING THE BUILDING OF SHELTER
£’AND WUST ORGANIZE TO. CARE FOR REFUGEES. DURING FEBRUARY THE GOV“R\-

| MENT OF VIETNAX VAS LOSING THE WAR PSYCHOLOGICALLY IN THE DELTA, -

. ".".T.'..". ‘. |- .

!
B .
f

< BUT IT NOW APP:ARS THAT GENERAL THANG HAS SUCCEEDID IN RBVERSI\G TEZ

-
4’
hA

} POST~TET TREND OF THE WAR IN THE DELTA. VC MORALE IS CURRE\J.LY VZRY

-Nu.

‘:;‘;.f VULNERABLE 70 A SUDDEN REVE ERSAL OF THE VAR ANXD COULD QUICKLY CR..C‘-;

I 'b

- .-: IF TEE VYC COULD B= PERSUADED DURING TLE NEXT TWO MNONTHS THA‘LT TiZY

FoWILL \'O"‘ ACEIEVE VICTORY IN EITHER THE SHORT OR LOXG RUN. TO L.-
- '.:
'Y FLICT A PSYCHOLOGICAL DEFEAT O‘! THE VC THERE MUST BE AGG‘R:.S.:IVE

¥
s !

T i AND :..;..c'rxv“ 'OFFENSIVE OPERATIO‘\S AGAINST THE ¥C JAIN FORCE. UNITS,
.. ATTACKS AGAINST ¥C SUPPLY LINES AND PENETRATION OF THEIR BASE ARESS.

PR . R N . - - . .
- ———

EXD STMMARY....

1. MNAJOR GE\’ERAL NGUYEN DUC TH...ANG HAS BEGUN T0 REVITALIZZ

-
..-
. ™

IV CG"{PS SINCE HIS ASSD\.PTID\ OF COMMAND OX 29 FEBRUARY. HIS
" IMMEDIATE PER SO}:AL IM’PACT AI\D I\'IJ.IAL ACTIONS WERE I\.PR"SSIV"', 3LT

ZE WAS ....ASON TO BE SK.EPTICAL ABOUT THE E:FECT.LV:.\LSS 0‘ ON=
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! T ANONG SOUND AND SEASONED OBSERVERS ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF

v AN IS IH A LN

CD-.".-I’..-‘-‘.;‘.’D,.GE PAL TRAKG HAD ALSO uRD “RED T\-O RANBZR BATTALICY
AAT HAD BEEN. DE"‘-'uD NG THE Is!u-‘i PERINETERS O AZ CiTY ANS

; ""!s:z“:-nm-: DEFECTIONS FROM THE GVN ARMED FOACES IF THE VC SHOWLD
{ ipTTACK m STRENGT H. 'xnom.x-.*osznax.z MILITARY OBSERVERS Kizw ~ i~ rf"
" THAT THE VG’ COULD TAXE OVER FEW IF ANY OF. THE CIf IES AED TGUHS .
OF THZ DELTA EVEN WITK A’ SERIES OF NASSIVE ASSAUL'IS IFUE 2
ti'j-i'.*'ew KAD THE VILL TO FIGHT, BUT IT VAS 03VIOUS DURING FEZRUARY -
; }E'\Tyn THE WILL TO FIGHT UAS EBBI\G. CEI‘!EP.A‘ MANH FROVIDED Lo
]5.;".’1 {EFFECT IVE LEADZRSHIP m:a EVER GOMIRIBUTED TO THE PESSISHiSy | E
S "" ¥ wis DEFENSE-ORIENTED ACTIONS. ‘IHTS was m.."s'[fﬁ"n’f[o"z" 1__'_*""
§ s ,f;.—u. DELTA WHEN- GZ;FRAL THANG TOOX OVER cow.m D AT 1622 KOLRS .
}ovzs FESURARY. ™ . @ Tl ot ie. et L ’
“ 4. THE IMPACT OF GENERAL 'IFANG S TAKEOVER OF COMiAD . : -
I uAs FELT ALMOST II\STANTLY I8 CAN THO. WITHIN OXE HOUR, BY ) L
T1 )} 1720 HOWRS o 29 FEBRUARY, THE BARBED WIRE ARD BUNKER POSITIONS =
g ; \;'mm MAD SLOCKED MALF THE HAIN STREET IN FRONT OF GENZRAL a
‘ *'.,:-;.;\:A {*S WELL-DEFEDED RESIDECE HAD BEEN RENOVED AUD VIETNARIST |
¥ CIVILIANS WERE AGAIN PERWITTED TO 'USZ THE.STREET FOR THZ
_':"'i'?l.'-'!‘f TINE SINGE TET. nus HAD'A& INMED IATE IMPACT O THE _f
L CIVILIAK PO?'J'..A:IO!M. WITHIH TWO HOURS AFTIR HE ASSUNMED - N
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;T: ARNORED PZRSONNEL CARRIERS THAT KAD BEEN, DCFEND N6 w' "”
‘tcaaos HEAD QUARTERS AKD THE CORPS COMNANDERS AND PROVINCE . _‘
:3c'-1:"s aus-s TO,FOVE IMNEDIATELY T0 OFFENSIVE ros;uo;rs_ R i '._~"-';-.. 1
';:‘ou sIbz.THE CITYe THIS TOO HAD AN 1MPACT ON THE cwn.mn ' T ,\
!y ' R R SR
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- L Fe PuSd Th’-‘ R:.cov..fw EF Fom.. _:-':'-_" ';"'.,‘_"_,,j.;';:’:_,:': R,
':,‘:--7. REG! .no*z cxvn.xr.'m mosn.:z:rrio:} ' cr—:a::a:... THANG IN-

FCR;"'. STE!IO'I. ANZR IC:’H PDVIS"‘?S .ll" THE . CLVILIF.!‘.S K"US' B"

. v <. I - ‘ A AT W W A Sl .

. 5 TOCLD 's_y..a_’: n IS a FACI 0. WAP_.lH T THE vc H y'a 1.0:6— A Jers f.l.-.._
L ERATE TaRS AND nccxs'rs, GV zon.rr:m FORCES musr 3Z DEFLOYD o:‘?z:::'-{_“
Rt s;x ELY, AND THE'GVN CANSOT GUARA TES TiE! PROTECTION OF L H31

W
o]

’
'.-/.‘CI'IIES AH ..',.'.‘Ou.m_JAGAH'ST HOQH\P A:l"'A KS. THE CIU.LIFJ!S wu Sx
3':'.3'.':\'*'" CIVIL DEFEHS:. FJ ASU.....S. INCLUDIIG 1'}-"' BUILD I:‘_!C CF

PRy

s'_ AGAINST moamn Armcxs. HE ‘SAID CIU.LIA HUST ALSO" b :

L 70 CARE FOR nr.ruszz-:s AND” ABSORE THZN FROM gz?bs;?: R
i 'nr:q TH .zm HOHES UNT n n"vasmun"}.h' ::s'é R -"_c:.t._r-':-::s‘.__'f..f’f.;';%:.._...i
_. ECOHSTRICT 104 CO‘??LEI_‘:.D. B R EUTEA il Yy : Eob
. THE :51"1;.'.‘10‘: IN, THE “DELTA 1S uor.As' cmrum.;'m o= . :

Ci AS”IT 'WAS IN imn-=sm=.u.e.a*r, Bl.u 17 IS AS cm,_'gn'ﬁ mb’iﬁ&.’_‘_.‘_‘_':"f:

.
-

"‘-I}IL‘S so roa ns uzx:r ;uo 02 THS. HAD ;h'-' SITURT 10U th'z'

VAILED AROUEHOUT F RUARY CO.‘JTINU:.D IZ\‘TO I‘..-.Y, TH.. Vu i%I".E'L.T

‘ L)

. 5AVE Gou ANy H :m's. BU“ THEY COULD WELL HAVE TIRMED THI
RLHE 0?."1..'3 OV:.RU....LI"ING tf.A.mR,. z..q:-'_ THE DELTA PC°L’L *"10 |
£ o FavoR” 4k £io ._c._'wz w;sz A-'Anv cosr; IH;LUDI 56 A, CAPITU-

i LATION OF THE. GV, TO'THE VST ZRANDS, F'On A €04 Lzrz_gr_' pov:a.*:::::;:';'___ '
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: ! HEITHER SIDE HAS ANY PROSPECT IN THE SHORT RUY OF WINRING in Frem. oY
_ “ITHE WEARTS OF THE GREAT WAJORITY OF Fie PEGPLE I8 THEDZ e B
{171 BICAUSE THIY ARE SICK AND TIRED OF THIS UAR BU" OlR SIDE r
-,_‘:., MUST GIVE FULL ATTENT 108 TO VINNING THE MIKDS OF THE P £QPLE 1 fTL . 1
Liidiey c":"v SCING THER TuAT THE vg cAl NCT POSSIEL Y N AND T FA:..:
._._,_ﬂ-- VAR VILL XD LOSY QJ KL" 17 Tax L oPLE Lake ve OF TmE L 1Th e TR
3 ,.-.':..-SID“ o s I A . S .: ) .- f.- : o ._.:. | ; . ; .-
ik '-"rzsm = L-,élmm'-mmm ot SR
:?Si":s“::f%f : IDE“C‘--L‘AR-I:: R"'C'I’:L'-"DTI-.“;:.--Uc--U::ﬁ_Cf_U:JTZSL.‘ T
SFELT THAT. 'IS"“RHI}iG--?OI HT.-KAD-BEEN. RIACKED_JH.TiF DELT! AT

Yo ARD.IN Th IR “FAVOR, TKE:VC. MAVE-BEE .i-E".Fl;-:-GC""L:'."’_ T

I8 THE.I INEVITASILITY OF _VICTORY FOR ,I_z;z,a'a;_s;nz'. Lok

¥ THEYS ‘HAVE-BE =N LED T 0 EXPICT -ViCTGRY IR R

TE:-':.G.“ :-;am rs. vc-»'.oa ALE -IS. r.cu,‘_‘r.... .-'-:.“Pz,..U"a&' ’ P,

, ViLHERASLE'TO A Sbuba\ ns:..._.n THE TIDES-SFWARw VG- . o j
"QUI :LY-ca..c.{- ....T.{r.- ¢.COULD..BE - PERSUAD ZD-DURING +

KONTHS THAT-THEY VILL NOT ACHIEVE VICTORY 1N . | :

L WiZSEONT RUN OR THE LONG nm,..;f.xn-mm " L-VC VICTORY IS XOT o:::,".' . i

BUl"“I}-“’GSS iZ L.... - “"L ORGS -AND LEATIETS WILL NOT

r -
-‘\-vp-\- - o [3 ' - » b nd bhnTals T - = Pt W W AT
\'-l. ) -dIC- LA ‘lc GF TI{ID ; o.\L‘d’ - b dale :IV: OF:‘ sisd b l: ook e n."-.ba '
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f 5L . DU VITH VERY LITTLE ENGAGEMENT.
The

-’ BUT NOT CRACKED:"

" e

~
-

'_: BUT HMLVE }.O"‘ 1 T REACHED. 1'.1&..?01 iT.OF "BEING"~ ‘IZR

P+ | BZEN.INCREASING-IN.IV..CORPS_SINCE_GENERAL, TH;':KC -JOOK OVZR,

.. % FEATED. THE.EXPS ¢r £D, ;SECOND. CONFRONTATION: IN. THE.CITIZS JLiS_

“EFFZCTIVE.. *
hm{ SCUZ EXCEPTIONS, THE VC HAVE BEEN 'AVOIDING CON.

s RO

| Y& MAIN FORCE U'\’I"‘ HAS YET BEEN ENGAGED AND DECISIV"LY Dz~

*

_', NOT OCCURRED AND BOTH SIDES ARE NOW MANEUVERING IN THE COUNTRY,

Y:'ILL HEAVE BEEN Rzaczzzn

TO TiIS WAR, MILITARY POWER IS THE INDISPENSILLE AND MOST POTEXNT

.5 POSYCHOLOGITAL WEAPCYN,

v -‘ “THROUGH. MAY - AND. INTO "um RAINY. SEASON, ANGTLED.STALEHMATE: .

II‘ THIS.. ""'I"‘"A'I‘..O\? COXRTINUES. |

“VYCIMORALE ‘WILL. I-.AY"" B:."" LIM2AIRZD,

.. 'COUID ALSG POSSIBLY BE WON BY MAY.-~-IF PSYCHOLOGY IS

. 10. T}IIS VAR~ II‘ THE D'.L'.'LTA THAT- COULD EaAVE BEEN LOST-BY MAY

THE RTT

THE VC PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY ATTAINED 1IN

..+ THE DELTA IN TEE 'POST-TET WEEXS STEMMED ‘IN PART FROM A VC FEE

" U<~ IXG OF INCREASING POWER RESULTING FROM THE ISSUANCE OF NEW AXD
ZXCZLLIXT WSAPONS BEGINNING IN OCTOBIR 1867. THE,VC MUST BZ

: PIRSUADED THAT -T}WE-\"EAPO*:'S -WILL NOT.ONLY-NOT BZ ADEQUATE 7O

T DuasLz TEEy 'ro wm., BUT TEAT OUR SIDE CAN CONTINUALLY UP THZ

ARNTIZ RIGARDLESS 0.: WEETIER TiZY GET ' MORE.NEY ‘a"'."’..APO S 0.\ ZVZN NCRTH

fAtsanr pantrals)

5

-3 VI:’.'.‘.‘..‘:.-!:S:Z AI’.!.IY (\"'A) ASSISTANCE IX TRE.DELTA.7. A 23Y
2 :
1

ﬂ’. -rm
UIA oLy

dab ama
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- TEAT CF THE VC CAX BZ ATTAINED ONLY IF WE CAN CRIATE IN TiE VC
| CAMD A HEAVY ATMCSPHERE OF DEFEATISM. THIS COULD EAPPEN IF THE

VC SHOULD LAUNCH MASSIVE ATTACKS 'AGAINST-THE ‘CITIES- AND. TOWN

P L T

AXD THESE ATTACKS SNOULD FAIL WIT HEAVY VC-CASUALTIES RUNNING . _

" . INTO TNI TENS OF THOUSANDS. THIS WOULD DEPEND OX VC INITIATIVE

.- TO UNDIRTAKS TUE ATTACKS AND THE WILL TO WIN OF THE GVN FORCES
= DEFESDING THE 7OWNS, AND WE CANNOT COUNT ON EITHER OF THESE AT
R .-_ ve .

THE MOMEND. 40 INFLICT A PSYCHOLOGICAL DEFEAT ON THZ VC WITHIN

' ! THE NEXT TVO MONTHS, WHEN VC MORALE WILL BE MOST VULNERABLE TO

. "CRACKING, OUR SIDE-HUSTS r-A:+ENBARK-ON -AGGRESSIVE AXD-EFFECTIVE
?"'63:*?.:{3:.\-*;; O?r.aanoﬁ;"'A'G;xzxsr"'rﬁz' VC:MAIN FORCT.INITS,.B: CUT .
« TEEIR SUPPLY LINSS AND'C.’ PENETRATE THEIR BASET AREAS TO DESTRCY-
" THEIR SUPPLY DUMPS AND CACHES.~IF.ALL -THREE QT THESE sTEpS )
“-COULD BZ TAXEN AT.ONCE, THE SUDDEN INSECURITY IT WOULD ENCINDER
<. ANONG THE VC JUST AS THEY THOUGRT TAAT VICTORY WAS WITHIN THIZIR '
. Grase COUTL CHACK VC MORALZ.. = % . |
11. GENZRAL TUANG JNAS STAVED OFF DEFEAT BY PROVIDING VERY

GOOD LUADENSHIP WHERE VERY BAD LEADERSHIP 'EXISTED BEFORE;DUT

HI CANNOT PERFORY A \TRACLE. HE CANNOT INFLICT JAJOR DIFTATS. O
3 TES VG YIUE FORCES CURAENTLY AT. IS DISPOSAL. . 5
: CoE TER L :
' z

Tieystangtine) titlrzem, enrirmte) e

- * . . .
e N AT veoa v . 4 wn “ . . . . “w g g - owe
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12. XONE OF THE ABOVE NAS BEEX COORDINATED
CCnPS SENIOR ADVISOR OR WITH THZ AMBASSADOR.

WITH THE 1V .

13.. FIELD DISS:.}I. EXCLUSIVE FOR CINCPAC AND POLAD, E}.CL;SIVE_

FOR AMBASSADOR BUNKLR AND GE\E"-IAL 1'.'ESTMORLI.A\'D
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