
INFORMA. TION 

S.SUSI' 

Friday, Mao::ch ZZ. 1968 - lZ:ZO pm 

Mr. President: 

This report on 'liang's pcr!ormaJ:lce 
in the Delta since he assumed Ulty 

Is I.,.."' .... 

summary at 
you may wish to noto tho marked passages 
011 pa.ge s 8-ll. 

W. W. Rostow 

!l;:a!i~' 

TDCS db-315/00977-68 
19 March 1968 

WWRostow:rln 

.. 

COPY LBJ LIBRARY 

------'-------------,------' ,----



.,' , ... " " 

.' : 
cou:..rrity 

, . 

j; · .: 
• 

• ; t 

DO: 

SUaJECT 

ACQ.· 

.': .... 
· .. 
9C-. , . 

• .. . " ,', . . . 
,1 : 

Cable·. IN 

fiELD NO. 

·.Sout~ ~"~·1 IS ROT AS ~!CA.'Ia :on.ml-!·!f\EOR .AS.'~ \lAS !:li l-!D-:Fs:a.~:~!r::: :;.;:e .. .: 

. ' 

.. 
2 
1 

~:::3 C~= t·:C1>.l:) ~ "Clr7Zl!SIIJE," AllD FRC~1 ~EE: DA! (s :"i'S .JIJUt:iTl.I. Et.s .:s:;~ z.:~~:r.:<I;':;::€'; 
. , .. 

' .. 

" ... 1(' '{ ,~' , ".. " " , ,~ , • ,~<(.::L""l-~\: ',.il., ;iJ 
.~ -._-

• 

---T''----------· ---.-.-----.-------.--.-----r---------.I 



. ... ... 
. . 

. . '. ' . 
... 

IN' ,-.;. .... " 

! ,. TPC$ ~~-~~/~j'r:-€e 

: PAGE 2 Of 11?AG=S 

(c:cui::~~:;C~:1 ..J£:.'~"::..'" ~ •• ::.:n':.:ro:::!:~' _________________________ _ 

. 
. - ~ . C.'.LLS FOR THE :':Ol3II.IZATION OF ALL RESOURCES TO DESTROY VIET COXG • 

., .: ~ . 
;'(VC) l~IN FORCE UNITS. PROTECT LINES OF CO~Mu~ICATION. RESTORE THE 

\. 
. 

\, . , 

, REGIOXAL' FORCES.' Al'm POP.ULAR FORCES. PRESS FORWARD \nTH TF.E REVO-· 
, . 

• 
. . 
l ~. 

:·i.UTIONARY DEVELOP~ENT PROGRAM AND PUSH THE RECOVERY EFFORT. REGARD-:. 
'./ i· -i .-

• 
~ t 
:: ! 

4 :, 
i :. 

~ .. ; 
! : 

i:iING CIVIl.V .. ,> ~OBILIZATION. GD-.'ERAL THA.,{G SAYS THAT CIVILI.\~'S ~:t:ST !; . ; . 

~: UNDERT .. \KE CIV~L DEFENSE h.'EASu1tES INCLUDING TIm BUIW"iIl~G 'OF s'm:lirZRS'" 
! .' 

... 

~. t;..' r: A.~Dl!UST ORGA~IZE .TO, CARE FOR REFUGEES. DURING FEBRUARY TUE GOVERN· .... 

f . .; :':: . .. .... . 

,.i; . ;:$ ~~NT OF VIETNAlI \fAS LOSING THE WAR PSYCHOL9GICALLY I~. THE DELTA, 

r' h BUT IT NOW APPEARS' THAT GENERAL THANG HAS SUCCEEDED IN R;~ £XG TEE ' . 
• • . , t" o . 

i :'. i' POST-TET TRZ~'D OF THE WAR IN THE DELTA. VC MORALE IS CURRE~"TLY Y~Y 

t: ~:'l 
". ;. ~i:: Vti ..... ~EP.ABLE TO A SUDDEN REVERSAL OF THE WAR ~1) COULl) QUICKLY CRACK 

:. 4· ,- I"': 

~" ;.~ IF THE v~ COULD BE PERSUADED DURING T1-:E NEXT TWO MONTHS THAT THEY 

WILL NOT ACHIEVE VICTORY IN EITHER TIm SHORT OR LOXG RUN. TO 12\-' 

; FLICT A ?SYCHOLOGICAL DEFEAT ON TIm VC THERE lolUST BE AGGRESSIVE' 
. , 

i -
~.: A.'iD EP7:ECTI\'E OF~ENSIVE OPERATIONS AGAINST THE YC :l~IN FORCE, u"NITS, 

.' ATTACKS AGAINST"YC Su1?PLY LINE'S A~1) PEJ.'iETRATION· OF THEIR BAS:::: AREAS, 

., 5 
4 
3 

·2 

'!:''''D SU''''!' "',. v . -_\ ... t..~. " •..... -, 
_~~~o.-;'.;.,;.' .... ' .;~~_ ..... _-., ...... -;....:.:..:.. .. _~.~ _.' .. 0_ 

. ... ..;........ . 

! •••••• :- ... -

.' .. 1. l~JOR GENERAL NGu~~'i DUC TF.AXG HAS BEGUN 10 REVITALIZE 

IV CORPS SINCE HIS ASSUZliP.T·ION OF CO~lMAND ON· 29 FEBRU.\RY. IllS . . . , . 
I~l~!EDIATE PERSONAL UIPACT A2iD INITIAL ACTIONS WERE n:PRESSIVE. Bt.'T 

",. . - .;. . . 

T~~?E WAS REASON TO BE SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE EFFECTIV~ASS OF O~E 

• 
: .' . . ~ .' .. 

. . -........ _, ....... /._. 

---_ .. _._---_._-----._._--- ._-----_._-_. 
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;' ~'~,:.:, A~IO~G sou~:~ A...~D SEASONED OBSERVERS AJ30UT THE PO~$IB~LITY O~. :. : 

;. ~: .. :. ;';; ;~::! S'I ZEAEloS DEFECTIONS' FRO:.! TIlE GVll ARMED FORCES IF 'nIE ~c S!IOoLti . {":: 
. '. I '. I ." 

~:":.·:~rrlf.rrACX' IN', sn~::flGT~. K~IO\:1LE~GEABLE MaITARY OBSERV~RS. Kf:::V .. ':-.-r.~ 
:. ~.: .:1 ->!THAT !P.E: VC·COlJ'l.D 'rAKE OVER FEV IF. AflY OF'.THE Cn'lES MiD !C'JllS :,' 
:.: ... :..,.: ;~_.. ,o!; " 

.~'.~~: :::4 OF '[HZ DELrA EVEN WITH A'SERIES OF ~lASSIV::: ASSAU':TS If no!:: :k' .. . .' ... , · ..... :; c:": ., • ~ 
~~: ~ ;')-GVN HAD THE \1Il.L TO FIGll!', BL'r IT WAS 03VIOUS DURH1G F:::D~U:"~'l '. 

· ~- '. . ~ -;;. . '. " .. t. -"'l~}HAT THE IilIl.L TO FIGXI' IilA~ EBBING. GEtlERAl. ~lANH F:10V!DED :~. i:·.~ 
:~'. " I ":':~U::FFEcr IVE: l.EADERSHIP AND EVEll C(ONTRIBu1::D TO !H:; rzss!s:nS:i .. i:.,·:. • i' 1 • .' • _.... 
~ •. ,:.. _;' , .. \ . -.. .. i 

i;" '., i ~.~B;r,tis -D'iFEtisE::O:~TENTE:D .iICT ION'S. THIS' WAS THE:-iiT uAYi'cr:i-i:: ... ;,.-',.., 
:. . I ;" •• • .' ;.' . " 

.{ ·l~.l .': ..... 

ii :';' i ~{·rrjJ.:: D!LTA WHEN' GEtIERAL' THMiGTOOK OVER 'CO'N:1AND AT l()ZZ HOUrlS " ,: .: ': 
~ .. ". : ! :~. i . ... . ' ~. . . . .. ., ..!. . !;. , ! ::.'~ ON 29 ,I::SURARY." . ...'. . . : '. . .,':' ",,';. ., 
· . -: ...... 1 .. r' ". 
;' • ~ ;:.~~'. 4. Tr!E: Itf,PAC! OF GENERAl. THANG'S TAKEOVER OF CCNi1At;D c", · ,:. ." I .f.:. . '.' . 
c:......\ : • .': WAS FELT Al.i'lOsr IN5rANTLY U CAN THO. WI!HIN 0:;1:: HOUR, BY -
~ . " .. -! • • • " . . . ' 

: " ... 
, : 

, " .... , .\ 1700 HO~S 0" 29 FEl:lRUARY !H1:' BARBED WIRE AtlD SUNKER P05I!.!O~;;; 

;;:.: .... ! \;'THAT HAD' 5LO~~Eo "HALF THE' [lZA I:' STREET HI .FRONT OF G~};E:f;AL '. r~' 
'. :; 1~,~:ANii' S WEl.L-DEFENDED· R~SIDENCE' HAD BEEN RE~jOy~D l\ilD .V!E!NAi·:!SE ., 

· :. '.' .:y CZ'VILIANS \JERE AGAIN PER(UrrED TO 'OSE .!liZ. S,[REET ·FO? n:z .. '. .; 
· '., . . \ '. . f 

'. .:i nR 57 T mE sn~c;:; TE~. :r)II S· ~AD . ~N 1M~Eil1A!E l!1?AC! Oil '.i!-i:: f 
.... .. . J. CIVILIAN pO?t.1.Ai ION .. WIiHI'N '.TI,,"O \iOURS 'AFT:::R H:: ASStJ:t,ED • i -.. . . ·r. ,t r • • 

:'" 5 ; CO:-';~AND,. GE::ER AI. T HANG Y.AD ALSO ORDERED T1,;O RMlSER a t.7! At.! C!: 5 . . '. • ..- f) 
• w 

. ::: 2 

:~~~~~~====~~~==~~==~~~~ 
~ . " .. .:.' . .. .. _.- ,,- .... 

.' COpy LBi LIBRARY 

-_._-------,-------_._-- ----,-------.• 



, . 

'. 

.. ~. .. 
," '.' . . . . : .' 

. . . ., ., 

.. ,. . • 

. -
· :: 

'II -
.' ,.:t ... ,:t~'~'~"1 (.n" ............. !f'\"hl 

• 

• • 

., ..... . ..... , 

Ii' - , __ ._ 

TDCSDJ-315/OCJ77-63 

PAGa 6 Or 1ll'AGZS 

• ! 
• , 
· ' · 

• '. 

• • .,0 .. t : .. 

: ... :. 

• 

•• o ••• , ....... _.~ •• 

·~:.·I'THE: ;'R~:i)nEO PZR SONNE1. CARRIERS 'IHAT HAD BEEN DEfEND lllG IV .. " . :.~' .. :; , 

.:;.~: •• ~ '., 
o. 

.. " 
• , " •• ':':'; ":.:0 •• ~ : 

; .... ;' COti?S H::t.DQUAR'IERS AI;!) THE: CORPS COi'.MANDERS AND PROVINCE·" ."., .' .;:'," ~,' 

t. .. ·~·t~· 
' • ." .,' .• ' , : '. 

~q~Cl'm:FS I{O~S:::S TO. r::ov:: 1111"'::DIATEL Y TO OFFENSIVe: P,os~!ons:·"~.~;·.· '.';~' ::: .... :\ .. 
--;~'I: • .:.' : .., ..., .:: .".'" ~ ..•. ~ 

~~~~I;OUT.SIDE:. THE' ciTY. 'nilS 'TOO !tAD AN IIf;PACT ON 'THE CIVIl.·IAN ,'~:_,:" ,\:': ::::~ ,'.; 

., .',. . ' . , .. ,'. I 
·~·:;i1:>O?u..ATION AND PROBABLY EVEN \'lORE SO ON ARVN. '. '" ., .... , :,> ,< . 
,4;'1' 

: " ....... I 

'::",1 .'. 
• '. • .': o· .'...~ • '" 

1$~~" ·S.j:HE· IM?ACT OF GENERAl. THAtJG'S l.EADE.~SHI? IS, OF ' .~, .• ::'~':" .. : 

~~ " ~ .. '. ... . . . '.. '.. . . .. . ~ :'.:" .' '; 

:;i',J CCL'RS:::; sinG FE1.i l·jORE S" .. OIlJl.Y IN OJ:HER PARiS OF THE DELTA' ....... : 

4fi=" •••• } • . • • . •• • • '. .. .:"... . •.•• t 

: ~.~. ~ ._._ .. _--_ ...... ..:. ..... -. ~-' -. . : . _ .. _ ....... _ ......... ". ... '-. .. 

.~r;J!.Y:A!t IN CAI},TiiO,SL'!.1iE 15 Fl.YlNGDAI1.Y TO VflnIOUS PROV!NCES . ...,:,: .. :.: .. ; .. ~ .. , 

:;{J 'AI~D'B~H~E ZO~lE:S,' A~ ARE. 1/~\'IBr:R~ OF 'His STA;';'. 'il;:; iNc?E~S:; 'u/'\" ,'; ,.~.;; 
: ~i:;Zt.· '!' .• " 

• ' •••• .' ' ••• ". ." : •••• ~. ~~I,:.~ ".: 

i f~~J O~F::NSIVZ.'OPE:R.t,nQ!l S !.~~ IFIE.S 50 T ~:;. E~~~CT IVEI:ES.~, OF .~He:S:;· '.;;<'\' :'-:.'. ~ , :-"; 
.. : 1;'\1IS-T5 " '. ',' ....... ,. • ' . ' ... ,' .' , ..... ' .. ,': . ; 

';~jf:~!l ~. L. • . ••. . . . '. .' . ~'.. • .;" .. ~ .: ... :. ~\: ...... ~ o. :.;'.:.\ 

; :~ti~ .' 6. GE~E:RP.l. T~ANG' S OFrE~lSIVE PROGRAM ~Ai.l.~,!OR. TJ{E . ',;:;:; .\,:~: 

.... Q~l r.OSI1..!Z.ATlO~: OF.A1.l. Re:SOURCis~' INCl.l.OING CIVIl..IM:,"TO FL.':lTXER ( •... : ...... 

_: ~l:::'h SIX PRIOR!TY 'O.SJECTlVES AND TASKS, I;IHICH 'ARE AS FO!.1.Q'JS:····,· ;" ..• : 

.,,0)' 
... 

. ' • 
.'. . ' .. !'," 

·~\.:1 (PS'fCHCl.c:nCAl. OPE:RATlONS WILl. BE USED TO, THE ~:AXIl'lUi'l HI A1.l.· ,'·f: .. : '1, 

:~5.·;1· ,. _"'\~ .:. :' 'Ii:":. ..:.: .. : ..... '. :.' ' .. ;.::. :.:":"~.' .. : ... E.' .; .:; 

· """.is .. x E: FO:". 5.) •. , ' ," "., . , ....... '. ' .. I ".! 

j}~W;\:: :~:::~;' ~:'::':/:~;'U~:::;ON .. · ,'; . -Y:'·~;.":~:l··' 
.: ':. ; C" ~ES'l'O~~ .. .r~G~~~;,~'-i.9~9~S· ;~~'P~l?9??Y.!~.j:~c~~.;: :: .

.. ~~i 
• -. • 

I 
• •. • 

• •• _ .... i ... .. 

· . '. . ..:. ??E:SS rOFlIlA?!) WUH THE REVCl.U! IONARY DEVE1.0'P":E:NT·"· .' 

• ~ ....... .• . . .' .•..• '. ": :c~· ...• ~. " 

, . • ,-

.' . ' .. 
.... . :,:' .:.. '. 

:, .. ~'-:'::: .. ~ .. ; 

'-:l~~?""'" •. "-:"" r .. u~ ."H4, '.. . ... :' ...... :~ .. "., . . .; 

• . -. ' .. 
, 

" '. , 

: .. - -, ',.::. '.~ , ;'. '. '~'" 

,', 

. ' . . ~. . ' . '. ' .. 
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lD~ D~-31!.Jc:'o~m-&3. 
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-
•• ) 1''',):' _, ~ ..... -~." •• ~' • .:..~~ .... ~":~-.,.:'~ __ ~~~~X ..... _~~~ • , .. ~ :: .... ,.-' 

(':=~:f:"tt'~.:!:i"':!":.!" __ -,(~~:!:h:;::f';: .. ~ •• ~n:!!t':2.'!!'!..' ______________ ~ __________ .:... ..... ___ _ 
. --­- ' 

':t ~' i ~::::E~. INCREASING-IlLlY._COBP.S-S.INCZ_QJ;:N',EUAJ,.;.Tiu,!-;G",:roor. OVER, 
.. '... ' 1 , 
" '" I " • : B~;:t:::P_\YE ~:O'L' Y-;:t REACHED. Tlj~:.JIOmT 'OF ·BEING"Y.Zf.Y'"EFFECTIVi, · . " ~ . .' '" '., . 
';' <. '! WITH SO:1:;:: EXCEPTIONS" ,TolE VC HAVE BEE~:AVOID::'NG 'CO!r;ACT~ NO 

-~:';"','i \;C MAIN FO~~E UNI~ liAS YET BEEN ENGAGED AXD DECISIVELY DE-
.:~. ~ '. t . I • 

,': .. > " ! FE;.TED. TjiE.l'.xPECTED,,;SECO:-''t>., CONFnONTATIO.::: IN. T.ilE . .cITIES 'lZil.S 
.. °

1
, • ~ .: 1 

• 

:,; , i NO': OCCuRRED Al."D BOTil SIDES ARE NOW MANEUVERING I~ THE COtT."TRY, · -'.' '. ... . 

! 5=>':: Bu',r.)'iI'l'H VERY LITTLE E~tGAGEl!Eh"T. 'IF, Tl:~~s .. sr~YA~~Cl~LCO!\TI!-i'1jES, · \.. . . . . . 
, ' , 

" 
" 

: ,: -~lJ.r:9up;r, !lAY' ~;n_ .INTo. ,l'lIE RI\Ih-Y~'SE,Asmr,' l-KOTlm"': S:;:'UMJ\,TE: ,; " 
, , 

· ~ . , ',:' WILL F.AV:':: BEEN REACiiED Al~D,:Vc.:},iOMI,.J1;,:\J,~~klU.,YA. ~i;~L.I)~AInED, . . ~ 

I: . '0 • • 

',' .. 
i~ .' o ... • '. ' '0- • -, 
~ ...... 
• " .. -.0 
, . 
, . 

.. 
: 

" . " 
: ./ ..... : 

BtiT NOT CRACKED~-: 

10: TH~S:WAR .. nl-THE DELTA-TlIAT".COULD EAVE BEEN, LOS'i:'~Y 

COli"!.!) ALSO POSSIBLY BE WON BY MAY,,--,IF PSYCHOLOGY IS THE KLY -, 
'.00 T~S WII.R, l.~ILITARY POWER IS THE INDIS1'ENSIllLE A~m ~:OST 1'01':::=-'1' 

PSYCP.O:'OGIC/IL WEAPON. THE VC PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY ATTAIXEn'IN 

• 
T:m:: DELTA IN THE POST-TET WEE!{s STEMMED IN PART FROl1 A VC FEEL-

~ 

IXG OF INCREASING POWER RESULTING FRO:.1 THE ISSUANCE OF NEW ;,:::;n 

EY.CELLE~;'i' WEAPO~S BEGIt-."NING IN OCTOBER 19G7. 'T.HE. VC :MUST BE 

_" PERSUADED 'm,"~:, -Tl~SE WZAPONS,-WH..L NO'!'.O:'LY"NOT BE AD::QUATZ 'l'0 
: 

E?;A3LE, THE:., TO WI~., BUT THAT, OUR, S,!DE CA.~ COXTINU.a.U.y t.7 TE::: 
, , 

- ' ., ' '. 
" ' 

" 

. 5 A~;T!: n:Cr.Il .. ~ijU::SS O:?· \'i1~ETl-IER TIU::Y' GZT MORE .. NEW \~APO!,S OR zvzx ~=O:l.,:,a 
,,~ 

S 
2 
1 

I!, . Tnt: D:!:LTA. -. A 'SYCi:Ol.OGI:AL "" . -~-. , 

,-.~-~~ - • \,' ~,.. .. ,/< • . '- ' . , 
~ '; .' , -- ;:-'',-..,.-' -
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'. 

FE:'.':' OF ',rm.: YC CAN DE A'I'l'AUiED ONLY IF WE CAN ,CRE,ATE IN TtlE VC 

"C S1iOtrLD L\U:~ClI liASSIVE ATTACKS 'AOAINST':'l'HE"CITIES- A1ID, TOi'iXS , 

! ' 

• I:,TO Tl:E 'l'ENS OF Tl:OtrS.tU."DS. "TllIS WOULD DEP~ID 0:, 'vc INITIATIVE 
! • , 

TO UXDZ:TAKE TaE ATT .... CKS Alm Tlm WILL TO WIN OF TlIE OW FORCES 
, , , 

• ,~,DEl"E~'\Dn;G THE '..('OWNS, ~:D vm CAliNOT COL'NT ON EITill:? OF TUESE AT 
f .... .' 

,r 
i .• 
:' 
," 

tiO INFLICT A PSYC:r:qLOGICAL DEFEAT ON T:IE YC WITHIN 

TWO ~!O!-lT:iS, \~?iE."i VC MORALE WILL BE MOST YUL.'\ZMBLE TO 
, 

CRACKING, CLT. SID:E:"ilUST:', ~ 'A~ ~:EMRlmK~ON 'AGGRESSIVE' '!~:l)-~EFF:E;CT!V'1: 
i· • ' •• 
i :'. O:;~F.xS I \:i1: 

• ,.;: :r:!EIR SL'PPLY LniES Al,D"C: PENETP.A'l'E TllEIR DASE ARE.:'l.S TO DESTROY.' . , 

THE:::? SL-PP1.Y DmiPS AIm CACHES. ,-'IF ALL 'TlffiEE,.Sl2 :rru::SE STEPS 

:~COULD B3 TAx.EN AT. ONCE, THE SUDDEN mSECiJRITY'IT \lO .... 'LD E~;G!mD!m 
• 

" J':':O~iG TnE YC .n;s'r AS THEY THOUGHT THAT VICTORY' \fAS \'1ITR:l:N Tm::m 
,-

5 
• .. 
;, 
• 

CllU.SP cornu C:-i!.CK VC MOR.\IZ. : .. , .. 

'11. GE~En,'l.L T~L"''iG liAS STAV-.c.n OFF DEFEAT DY P:,.OVID:WG VERY 

aCOD ~.r\D~:~SHIP WlItRZ VERY BAD. LEADERSHIP EXISTED B~FOn.E ;~!''Ilt,~ 

Hi CAN~;OT INFLICT MAJOR DEYi:ATS, c~r • ~ .. • • • '. .0 • 

AT. IllS ,D.ISl?OSAL. 
, " 

' ... " " ..... : 0" 

'. ' 

. _. '.. .. ': ': "0 
-' .......... ... '~ ... , • .• 0_· . 

• 

, , -

! 
, ; 

5 
~ 

s 

1 
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