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,.,' Navy p~rs~nn~l 

Ai~Force PE:ll'so~nei 

Out of the above call-up, 
South Vietnam. 

Army units 

Air Force personnel' 

n . 

, ill. 

The deployment figures to Vietnam after 
would be as follows: 

. " 
Personnel present in South Vietnam or in 

Units of the 82nd Airborne and the 27th '~~~i~j~ilil;I~ 
, New increment to be sent in accordance 'wit~' 
General Westmoreland's request 
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, The Problem 

'.'.' 
• Colonel Pursley asked that you be provided with an answer to the £01-

, lowing question: "Are there surplus M-l4rifles which can be issued 
. to the Vietnamese 'forces?" " ':.: ,,.;" """" 

<Answer 

. 

The Army will have available by May 25 a quantity of about 39,000 
M-14 rifles. These are planned for assignment to U. S. Army Reserve 
units expected to be' called to active duty to reconstitute STRAF. " 

In addition to this quantity, there are approximately 149,000 M-14 
rifles assigned to U. S. Army troops in Southeast Asia which are being 
progressively replaced by M-16 rifles. As these rifles are replaced 
they become available for overhaul and reissue. II required, such a 
quantity could be made available for issue during the next9 to 12 
months. Most are now planned for issue to active U. S.Army 'and 
Reserve forces. 

However, if the objective is to equip additional Vietnamese units, the 
M-l4 rifle is not recommended for this purpose because: , 

'. ' '-". , 

It offers no advantage for the Vietnamese over theM-l rifle, with 
which the Vietnamese forces are now equipped. As M-16s become 

• available to the Vietnamese they are replacing the M-l s. 

There are ample quantities of M-ls which can be made available 
if required for the Vietnamese. 45,000 are now in U. S. depots 
ready for immediate issue. '. An additional,400, 000 require only' 
inspection or overhaul and could easily be" 'for issue at the 
rate of 10,000 per month." 
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Thus, if the problemis'ori~' of rifle~'~o~utfit newV{~tzia~ese'units, t·· 

, M-l should be used at this time. """;:'t,i!!,t";;~:;,,,)\ 

,(~;!Status of the M-l6,,;,,: ( 
, ""''''''='1':'' 
'". .," 
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'A plan of maximum acceleration of M-l6 produetion involving 3 
has been approved and is being effectuated. ' .' .... - ,. '. 

sources 
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The attached table prepared last nightby the Joint Si:~ff shows the recom-, __ ." , :,,', 
" 'mended distribution of new M-l6'rifles by month. It will be noted that """'--'l, 

. 53,000 will be delivered by June 30,', 968 to the Vietnamese, . and an , 
additional ZZ7, 000 ,", 
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. c. Antipersonnel 

'. i. 106-mlll BEEHIVE 

.' .... CLA.SS V (COllRA.l\t) , 

lOS-mm howitzer 
iSS-mm howitzer 

,,> .. 
'.' . 

. ".'" 
:' ... 

40-mm grenade launcher 
. Hand grol1ad~s· . 
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. 5 days 

S days 
S days 

10 ~ays 

... ",; l. On 20 March, Khe Sanh was rosupplied with 
'follows: ' ... ;.' 

Z6S.S tons as 
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CLASS I 
c.LASSn 
CLAsstU ..... GLASS IV 

...... -. 

CLASS V . 
MISCELLANEOUS 

,,- -,. 

. . . 
Distribution: 

'. 'SECDEF 
· DEPSECDEF 

CJCS (3) 
DJS (3) 
J-30 . 
J-;Sl 
3-32' 
J-33 . 
J-34 
J-4. 
AWR 
MCCe 
AFCP' 
NFP 

. ...... DDO' 
· ADDO 

CCOC 
PAC DIV 
PAC DESK 

· SECRET 'i-.-'··-·,·" 

; , 

, ~ -_.' 

67 tons 
20 .tons '.' .... 34 tons 
26 tons 

105 tons 
13.5 tons 

Y~/rd.1A~« ................. . 
~iSHALL B. GARTH: ............ . 

. 13rigadier..Ge.l1eral,USA ", 
Deputy Directc)r for .. ·· .,..: .. _ 
Operations .. 
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?Ro': If ~~."7 _~C::':) mR RE:-:J..IN:'ER 
'. 

P1::("r:I!E;0~!.;r0, Mt!.! ALWCATIOii 
OE' F"( lS":,C:: and ?'l 1969 

AlJ.c-(:c,t.icn \ Co, cst 
Gu.arc. " 
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As of 15 I{arch 1968 

't'h:::.:' r~j!,~ N. Ze~_lanc. V.ala'ya Philippines Gu.arc. usr.!C .... :r.;:SJl.F USN P.:eq:.::"!'e~~~t 
Cclt::: eN . \ .. -.. . 

~jc. 

" . 
::0 I 68 

~qliire:r,c:'lt-·--- ----) i 5::-·,.--,:,'~ .:_'::'-:.;~~:'J;. 35,~);!E' 25~,630 1,5,+8 .250 \ 3,661 1,700 47,000 200,2-55 ';i,650 1,72::' BLo 
Nc..!" 30,000 30,000 i ~3",'~'!- 1:·,900 5,000' 
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Apr 30,000 30,000 13~:_·':·: .l~,'Y.X' 1,500 2,500 
IJ'.c.y 31,000 31,000 :!:,:~)':; ::!3,0(-0 2,500 
J;n 3~.OOO ~ 32,000 ~.::~?~S ~:,.~~r~ ___ .- \ 2,000 

FY ..Pa.-..l2~.~""'.:"1 123,.::)00 __ :·-::,~/"'_ .. _~:c~.:L:' 1".)QQ___ l2,OOO 
Jul 16,000 16",000' 0,(',:;0 8,0·:x;.. 
Aug 33,000 33,000 " 17,?(;O ;!..Q,OOO 
Sep 35,000 35,000 15:'.)00 15,000 
Oct 36,000 36,000 17 ;(1Q(J ;.6,600 
Nov 38,000 38,000 Iil,r)OC 13,400 
Dec 40,000 40,000' J.S~·,O·:"J 18,250 

69 Jan 40,000 1;000 41,000 ;t-,?C(! 16,00G 
Feb 42,000 4,000 1.;,6,000 .... 3,' '00 23,OL"),) 
l-ia.r 44,000 6,000 50,000 ~2,,-"C~:: 2:2;)1)0 
Apr 46,000 8,000 54,000 ~?,Cr;'oC 2~,952 
Y.ay 48,000 10,000 58,000 . .:-0,000 2 l.:o,OOO 
JUl? 4~'OOO 12.000 62,000 \, 28,('00 28,0-)(, 

69 IT,- - "' ..... ,000 ... 41,OYJ 509,000 123C'~50Q 227~2C2 

! 

~.o.·.J:. -. 

.. 

I 
, .. '~A I 

4,000 
2,750 

1,548 

7,350 l,5li8 

\ 

\ 5,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 
6,000 

35,000 

r 

GRJUP 4 
IX)tTNGRI\DED AT 3 'P...AR INTERVALS~ 
DECIASSIFIED AFTER 1.2 YEARS 

:!!eRET NOFOBN 

2,250 

2,250 

2,400 

2,500 

2,500 

T,4OO 

. ~ ~ AUili9":A:; .... ~'--~_ 
By 4r . NA.'{.\. D."'li;t ...... 

" .... 

1,591,81;.e 
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1 
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1 
1 
1 
? 
< 

1.,082,840 2 
• 

., 

,. 




