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,Peace in Viet~Nam.;- peace in the world is 

Peace iswhat the South Vietnamese peoplewant.,i 

p'eace is what'the American people want .. 

Peace is whatanythin'killg man ;""ants~' ' 
" 

' , . 
But it is not that e~sy-- 'not that simple.' We cannot have 

'; , 

',' . anything so dear simply by wishing for it • . . . ., 
.:,' ' 

".,.'. " You cannot have peace if the manwho is ,shooting at you': ,.", 
. . . 

~., ." .. 

doesn't want it --not a decent peace, 'nora lasting pElace.' 
' .. ',,'.' , ) . .' 

.... -. ", Peace' is' a simple word-~ a beautiful word. But it m~a.ns .:-,., 
. t, "--. - :" .. many tliings to different men;" 

~. ' 

,We can'alwaysgetthe'peace o£.surrender •• 
'.'," .. " W~ canalway~ ~'gya.'Chailiberla.ill-tY1?e peace. ,., . ,,' . ' ,. ;,.'_" - • _.'" ' .' ,"_ - •• ___ •• ,," •• ' ,_ , " .. ,"L 

We;~an ahvays walkawayfromtheproblem - .• ignore the 
", danger ,-- settle for "peace in our ,time." ,:But history has ,shown 

thatthis kind of peace doesn't last--thatit ollly preparestheway . --'. 
: for future-- and more destruc'tive' -- wars. 

., 

There have been many times .over the past 23 years when we 
.,:. .' .; " 

; :. could have bought quick and easy settlements by looking the other . --. 

way, by refusing to get involved. 

We could have done it when communist guerrillas were in 
,the suburbs of Athens. 'We could have 'done it when the Hukswere 

:-', ' 

'.' : ,.' , 

':. ' 
: .. ;; 

, -;'~ i·; 
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", in Manila.' We could have done it by pul1ing:~~to:f ·Korea..·,.,And we 
", . ,-,_ .. .' . . ': ': .. "',., --.:" _,'- -~. :.\ . -,.,", . ,;.'~ .. ,·;:(:;:;':ttM~~~):{r~~~~~~;~~?-?h>,~·i:~>·:;~~.;~:r.:::'":';, ,_. " --: : 

. could have tried to live with enemy missiles.lOO miles' off our 

.. ' .....•...... '. B~t~edidn:t. <.:;,)./ ....... . •. ,· .• ,;!.;:;1~:'{.;~'i"~,f.ii.\'.f:ltf{S;,f~f~~;. . .. . 
~_ < •. _,_ ,. , .' i: ,,' '. 

For we knew then that to do so would. only have led to greater 

d~g ex s .-•. -. ·.;.eeP:~~,.c;i ~'es '::~:~::;t: b~gg er" ~:~~:.;~~i':~;i~/)·i;.;!:ii .• ;;:·.. ...•. .., ......... ~... '; .' 
.,-: 

'..~ . '',Wha£are·we'trytngto'dOin·Viet-Nani? . 
'.,.' 

, ... 

;,"'" 

.C.·i,·,·'··'. 

Some peopie say we are trying to win a military victory. 
. " ',.-,,,, ",',' :'" . 

Those\vho say so j-qst <l.onltknow';'~er;'frii~~i·a.b~\lt.Viet-Nam" 
'i'-' , .. ::~;,.:: .,'.~_ . __ ! 

, .. : -;,.:. ", ,;.. 

- - .. 
a. sociaI·wir-;~':a.rida.zi.·ecori:o~id, . 

. , . ,,' .-. ",. ~" 
This is a political war 

war as well asa military'wa.r. ", 
, ,:.~. 

--" 
It,is the struggle of a people,toremain'theiro~'master~':'-­

. and not be swallowed up by others;"It is the struggle ofa brave . . -' , .. " . 

people who are trying -- even in the middle of a. w~r-J'tobuild 
, " - :',. ", " 

. new and free political institutions • 

. ' a social revolution in the midst of bitter. fighting.', 
' .. ,' 

. .,' , ., " " ':.;: :, ... ~;' , 
',:' " ~'" 

It is a war whose heaviest burdensmustbeca.'rriect·by the 
• ',';<' 

.,""" 

,Vietnamese themselves. It isawar'thatcano'rllybewon '.,-.·in· 

~. uol ,;~~, -- by'" Vi."",",,: p;Opf~:~!®tr'~~'~-~-_ ". . ..•.. 
. Are they carryingthatburden?FAretheydoing what must .... 

'be done to save themselv~s?'" .. 
. : .... ~ '." 

'" '" : .. :'; .;.:,' "_. 

..... ' .. _, .... ,- "-~,-,, ~., ." .,., ..• -... '''''.. .. ~ .. ,".'~"" .-...... ' •... , .. 
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Yet that record is unknown to most Ameri.cans·; 
. . . "" .,' " ' . ", ,'" 

... been so concerned with what we were doing, that we have paid 
".' 

. little .attention to what they'have beendoing--andthe sacrifices 

. they have paid for their own freedom. 

And the critics are so determined to expose everyVietnamese 

. ' . weakness, every failing that we 10sesightofV\Thatthes~courageous 
'," . 

.' '. .... . ','.\\ . ;,:,' ",.: ,'""'-, .-.':- ':," '::-., ',-, ." . .,:-: . '. ,:, . 
',',.f",.,_ .. ' 

people have paid for their freedom. 
. .. \', 

Never before inhistoryhave we' soweakEmed ourselves by 
.. '; 

" ':: ," 

attacking our own ally in time of war. 
", .-

. I submit that it dQe~,no one'any real good to attack the Viet-
\\"-;'" -,', ' 

namese for),lot dl'~t,ing:m:e:n'iIl,de1'20;,~,:henthey have been drafting 
",' .' ,,"' 

men u.'lder 20 for weeks. 
. " :-. 

.•.. 
Las~ month, . 10#000' Vietnameseyo\lIlg menweredrafted .•.•.•.. 

Another 10,000 volunteered for military service.,·And Pres.ident, 

. Thieu has ~o-unc'ed his-nation'sdeterrninationt~bring 125,000 men -. 
'. . "'. ' 

. , , . under arms in the next few. months ... . - ... - .. ::' .. '~-.. 

That is the equivalent of a million and a half Americans. 
,:', 

For South Viet-Nam has only the population'of oneofour ..••.... 
" ", . ",' .. ,.- ',-

largest states. 

.. . 
Do the Vietnamese fight? 

, ", 

Since Hanoi started its campaign to conquer the· South in the ., . '. . 

late 1950' s, more than 600.000 VietnameseI101dier's'havedied ill 

Battle.· They did not die by not fighting. 

, .. 
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The Vietnamese people are dete:rn:dned 

., .... 

"This struggle is global in its significance,' \lut it is being 
',: >'- . ;,: 

fought ~n Vi",t~Nam by Yietnamese, ., ,V!e. Xietnamese.must !,md. it.
c

' 
, i -, ';;~'- '. .--. '-." 

", in victory for our people~: No onecan'dothatf~ru~':;'Itis iorus-.:"· . . ' -,,, 
... '.' -,,,.. _ _ :', "i~;· : .. 

. to take up the burden 01 historynow,.for oursrr~all,.n<l:tionsis· the' 

··.place and our ancientpeopiethechi~£adors in\~~"~';~t~;r:dra:ma:"" : .' .. ' .'. ;," .. , ----,-: -.: ..... '--. '.:. :,:" . .-\:;--~2~":,';:~;:;~i:f~~:";:" . ',:,·~~",::",:~,t:::',: -(.:. ...... :;,' ""-'~''':~' '. ":. ".: ,,;;,~ ,', .;-~ "" '. .. " ':' i, . ,~:;~,::,::/,,~ .' . of this decade. "" 

" ;," 

, : . 
... ' 

. ." Let us" he said "be worthy' of our' 
~'., : ',~ <'~.: '.' ,'.' become a. proud memory for our children,". c. 

. .-' 

'. ..... .J 
the American rOle1n this'~truggle? .. ' ", ' " . - . 

What, 'th,en, is 
.. 

We are there to helpthesepeopl~ 'Nin:the peac"e theyso 
.. ,;.:);., .... _,,' 

. ,:,: . 
deeply w~t -- and so richly deserve',' 

. ' , ''-.'", 
:.<.~:: ; . ....... , .:·r "'. " .... 

,.'. , 

, 'i';'. 
' ... -:, .... ' : .... 'We are' thereto help provide' a military'shield b.ehind ..whicll· . 

. the process of nation-building can 'go forward;······· 
. :,:""" 

'-.. 

We are' the;e' to help"makeclear't~\th~VI'orldthat aggres sion 
~.::- " 

. cannot succeed": - 'to prove'thatthosew'h6:takeup'a.rms ~Q achi~';e . 
. their ends 'wi~;'~eopposed, •.... ·"'·;:':;~,f~.~,·~:·}[H·"i\;/i~'i.::;~',,;;X>:·'·· 

;.',' , .. :":' ,'>.~:.:':,-~" ';"::,;.,,:' . .':" 
.,. " ';-'." l," 

Weare there to 'show,that politic:ai'y£cto:ry\:~ot come from' 
~" .. ' :';"':";:::_:_",~;,;;_::,;;'. :.:' ,; J ,::': 

the barrel of a gun", ·':':;·'?::;:'·.::::'',,'It\,,; . r . 
.,', 

What kind of peace is it that we work for and fight for? .. . '. ;.-,:,-.;.- . -.-- '-.<>;:'-' '~ ... :",!':"" :-" -",:;{:;,,;;!,:,:,,:;~~~',:~;,""':":'::':'::-'";''''',:.),'~t::-:.-( .. ,< • -',. 

".' .>:,:'; "- ':,:-, f'·:c,. .., ::.; .... 
". ",i':::,.':',:. ,'.' i·:' :.;. .-,"" .",. ';' .~ , , ~ 
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.The foundation stones are therefor allto 

.• We believethatthe\Genev~ 1954lA~ree~enton -,.< "" ,- ' . '" '. -':' '. "'" . ,-' ",. :,-.- ::. ~.'.:, :,1.; • .',' ':;.:i 

a base forafair.settlement. 

This would: 

>,.":,·_bring the shooting to an end; 

.... . -- provide for the withdrawal from SouthYi~tnamese .' 

territory of all non-Southern forces; 

-- permit the SO"Uth Vie~amese to shape their nation 
. ",.' . . ', -... _. . . .;. ' 

. and their institutions in their own way; '., 

-- provide for the eventual unification of all Viet-Nam 

in ways and at a time to bedetermi.nedby. the Viet-. . , . . ; ,- .' 

name s ethemsel ves. (:.:-". , 

We. believe that the i96ZGen~";a Agreement on .La~s·· should 
.... ",. .. ., .. ·~':·~'o~.-::-.o'~I·~.';,:io~,;,,~.~\~:~~~::f;::;:':~/i{~.. -".,. :',,".'. ';J . '.". be made effective:'··w.-:-:.;, .... :':,., '." ' ..... '.,". 

That means: 

', .. a withdrawal of North Vietnamese forces from Laos . ' 
'. 

-- which Hanoipromisedbutneverlived~pto; " 

':'--. an end to the use of Laos as 

"." 

..... ',' -'-' .... ,'. 

, ..... , 
, , . 

. ~- ; 

., :. 
'-, . 

'" ' 

,.,' 

~-. a-pathwayforthe.int~od~c-
, .;'. -'''.''''':' ..... ' .. ,-,,, .. ':,'. " 

tion of men and weapon~andmilita:~y equipment into 

South Viet-Nam; 
".' .. ,,-

"," 

-'- an end to the'shooting in Laos; , " 

letting the Laotian people themselvesdeterrn.ine their 

• '. own wayo! life' and build their own country~ 
, 

"" •• 0 .... -, ,,' 

,----_ .. --.,_..:-._-------------_._----
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., We are- prepared, 

a settlement. 

, - ,,' 
... \. ,',,' 

any other reasonable sett1e~ent. 
" .. 

. ')\.' '. '-' 

We are prepared tci'send a 

",,!~if such a meeting can be arranged by'~e"CO_Chairme~'1:gi:'t~e' G~neva . 
.:.;' . . ~ .." ",' . ' ..... ': .." ',". .' •. ;' .' . '.' .',!<;'~:'ii;,I.~\tt~ii,~;:):,t;'~:~i"~~~~~~::,v: "<".,, " 

.We are ready to ~alkinpublic ~-';orinpriyate:S;X',', /. . . " . .... , ':,: ',>: .' ',-> .. :~ ::.:.;.>.~<~?~: .. ' ", .~;~:::~"//~2~;?}~;:}:::';:/"" 
'.' ,I make. this pledge to the leaders in Hanoi:~::> ::;?'(;t~ 

. ':;'~f;:" '""' ,"., "" "':. _ :'" . . . . .. '. :)~:': " ~. ·'·:f."-~-:·'~·?:;;~:::~\·'·";'·'~·':·"·';: . ;.~.:,~~~~::~. 
..:, •• <-'- we are ready to stoP:,seridinganyadditional men to " .' . .' ." • .... . , . , ' .. J,'" . ,>" . "' •. '-'. '.'.: ," . 

:,." ,,:' ~;. i:· ... (., ~{:' .~;.:. { ... 
South. Viet-Nam if Hanoi Will do the' same;':: :,:; 

. ., .. '," '.~~" / .• ': ':',.' :'1" .:,":.", :':\i\~':'; .: . . . ·.,;\';V': we. are {eadyto~top bomb~~~;~~,\~~pf,g:~~u~l~n~t 
.' .. ;: .. ' '.' use that event to strengthen 'your' forces' fu 'the' South; 

.1 ,~ , 

:', 

.. ,." 

'. . . ..... .. : , . .' _ . '" .~ .>~ ~ ~.~~~.~. ;~.~' _, . ,. ~.~ :';~~~~··?~~:·:,~.~~:~j\'s:{\,'··· '.:', ;: ~. :>;~:'~! 
..:- we are ready to stop shooting if you stop, shooting;:: 

, ., -.:-. '::", 'fi;::/"::~f~h~;N~~~~ .,;: 
ready to begin withdrawing oul: forces from 

. .' .- . .~~. "".- ;, .. , :·':")~~:>":i~~lL~;~~~:~~~r-·; .. .. : .,.' \', . the" South.if··you will do the'·same'· ... ~./.: ';::·:~·7~<':,;:).'~:··.'~· . 
;::: .. , ", .. : : .. .', ," .<.-, "': .... ':: .. i,~~·-·:~~·:·····~,:::;,;:::\:,~,;,,·::~·:':f:;:/:):~~~~:;{~J~J~~~~~~:;' ... " .... :: ... ' .. ~ .. ~ .. 

-_if North Viet:"'Nam withdraws its 'forces and violence 

,:~ ., ..... 
. ,; .. 

'.,\. 

:,' 

.:;. 

';. ...•....• subsides; Ame;icazl~~oo;:';;~iii?:~'~~:'lr~~~i';,i~~t~Nanl" 
" .... in six ~onths;', ,}'?:;!;';:i~;l';::;jJ:~:j"?;:'1!~'.:~:~;~:r;j~.:· 
-_if a settlement' comes, those military bases now used by 

, . 
..\~:,'. -".,' ",':' .,~,:.,~.~ .. - .':./.;. . '.~<:. ;: .:;. 

, ~r:" our forces will be turned over to the"'Vietnamese people.;";:, . . ,"' ..' ... ', "' ...... ' ,.·!.,'l>;:: ~.' ..' 
,.', :, . 

if the war ends, we shall cont:liibutea:'billiondollars a"" . ", 

year for atleast five years tohelp 'the people 
t., . . . 

' . 
. east Asia repair the damages 

,. 
-----~-,,-,,--,,-. "-------,,."" 

.. ,,; 

: : ~,: . ,., 



.. ;, 

. ,."., . . -. ,., .. -~. 

and of peaceful economi~development. 
. . ,.' ., .' 

.The real question is: whatkin:d'of settlementdoes'Hanoi wa.nt? 
" 

I ask the leaders in Hanoi: . ;' .. ,-

--do you want to bUild --or to conquer? 
. '~ . .' 

do your peopl"lwant peace or 'war? , 

" 
",:do you wish to dominate South Viet-Nam".ind Lao's and 
. ..' . . ,.', 

,Cambodia -- or to make a better lii,l for.your people 
. ., ., ,"'., .- '. .,'.' .; . " . '.' . , . 

" 

·'at home?· 

is it not clear that the best future for North Viet-Nam 

.. 1ies in growing food for its people, building its industry, 
:.;-, . : 

.'. and joining with its neighbo~sin the development, of that 

rich and promising region through which the Mekong 

flows? .;'. 

These are :ljuestions'whichonly the' leaders·inHa.noiand their 
'.' . .. '. , --" .,.' 

people can answer. , 

We awa.it'thelra.nswei'~·'The worldwaits-;' ~dhopesit will . ... -. 
. ' '-, ", 

be the right answer. 

As for the United States, we ha~e assumed heavy burdens. 

Through our constitutional processes~ we have undertaken commit- ' 

,ments. After prayerful consideration -- and extensive debate -- we 
",' 

have given our pledge to help ethers intimeef dang~J:,. . :;1:'.: ..... / 
...... 

.,. .. ' 

~ ',-

-'. '." , 
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Today.we·bear those burdens . 

. We live up to our commitments. 

We honor our pledge. ' 

If we tire of the struggle ':--as theenemyC deeply hope/we 
,-. "',: .. ' '," 

win ,,- I am abs'olu1:ely certain that mosfofwhat thi,s~ation·ha.s built 

with others 
, .. , 

',; 

in the world community over the pasttyvo decades and 
", '. . ,,-' . 

• m~re would be in g~ave;danger .. 
. ' ''','''' '".-

.:: . , .. ' .... ,.. ~. ._'. ',' , '-. ~'. : .. '-' i/ ",' 1" ,,,", .', , .. : ::: .. -:', ' ,:_:-," 

c' '.' '.' The ].ong.har.d •... slow.workof building aworld society in 

'-" 
'''. ,-,. 

._, '-".' .',"""' ...... . ', .. , '. "'.,: .;' -'-""'" " 

, . which aggression doe's llot succeed would be undone. 

... ,', . 

.',: 

.." .. ~' , 
-:' .' In the past. young nations. ·we .. k nations:: hopeful nations •. 

, •• "MO. .' " '- ~:.~; .. .... ~ - .': ... -, ... - , .. .:.. 

'. could turn to US for help -- in building and in 'staying ali'veas nations. . ' , "',.' - ", ._;. ,--

:--~--,,;,~:: F';, 
. .. 

• ;-." .,1'" .. ' 
:, .... : . . ..... , .. ,. 

", ,,," 

But' if'w~ tire and withg.rawat this stage '-.~ .. when others have'~< ',. - "'. ' . ',' . 

not yet achieved sufficient strength to st:dal~~e:2..:··~e··shall~.onlYbe ... ~:.~.i 1.-".~ 
. '., ' ... ' " .. , .. -,.".-, ... :.~', ,; ,,:'- .,' , -, '. ", "M""':-·-·:'-!f~-·_·" 

turning the fate of those nations ove.l:':. to the- m~,r'cyof' Hanoi and' Peking .. "';) • 
,-,' . . 

":" ".-", 

and Moscow. 
>: 

'-,c, ;." 
~ .. ,: ,;: 

So long as I am your President. Ishallf~ghttopreservewhat 
.. ' . . . ' .. f' .. 

. has been achieved since World War II -- throughsac;-ifice. ; and 
. 
c- '.-'., i 

'.;,:.- I 

br.a~ery. and determination. I shallcontinue;to'stri'V'e to build the' 
"··-,;:-:;,:,1~[,:\;.~;: 

kind of world we all need and want. ' -.1. 

., ...... ... ... '. 

That;, I am sure. will also be thewillof.the.,~.me.ricanpeople. '. 
' .. ,' .. ":;,.' . -,"' ,'.'- ," '.,.. ...... '.':. :.: .. 

If it is not. then we are in for: a time 01 trouble and'of'tragedy' " 
. . '. : . 

. .,' 

compared with which our present suffering will seElm as nothing. ..~.:i:-/,.:· 

\',;' 

';', 

,--'-'~'-'--.. -.. --.. ---------.. 
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