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YT Just recetved confirmation from NMCC that
} e i the attacheq press’story is trye.
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P VIET--BATTLE

SAIGON, MARCH 31 (SUNDAY) (REUTERS)-~U.S. MARINES AT
KHE SANH TRYING TO SMASH TRE. NORTH VIETNAMESE LINES SURROUNDING
THEM YESTERDAY SURGED OUT OF THE BASE AND ASSAULTED A NORTH
" VIETNAMESE BATTALION, A U.s. 'MILITARY SPOKESMAN SAID EARLY

. TODAY.
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1ST ADD SAIGON VIET--BATTLE: o
X X X TODAY, .

" THE MARINES SENT OUT A REINFORCED COMPANY--ABOUT 200 MEN,
WITH ARTILLERY SUPPORT. THEY REPORTED KILLING 115 NORTH
 VIETMAMESE VMILE LOSING NINE MEN KILLED AND 71 WOUNDED.
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X X X WOUNDED. .
THE SPOXESMAN SAID THE MARINES LEFT THE PERIMTER OF THE . ,
REMOTE NORTHWESTERN GARRISON AT 8:38 A.M. LOCAL TIME SATURDAY,
AND ONE MILE SOUTH OF THE BASE RAN INTO AN ESTIMATED NORTH
VIETNAMESE BATTALION DUS INTO BUNXERS AND TRENCHES.
THE MARINES HELD THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WITH RIFLE AND MACHINEGUN
;ﬁgg VHILE THEY DIRECTED A MASSIVE ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENT ONTO
‘THE FIGHTING WAS FIERCE BUT BRIEF--ONE HOUR LATER THE
MARINES BEGAN TO WITHDRAW AND, CARRYING THEIR DEAD -
~ AND WOUNDED, MAD ALL MARCHED BACK INSIDE THE BASE BY NOON,
THE SPOKESMAN SAID.
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