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Viat-Nam 1863 

1 " . 
We have had evidenc.z irl i)ast wee=::.c t:·:<.:~:.; ·c:.b.ic iz e. ,ye~:.r of inten.:iity~ 
01" ~a,().·.·.7'l··?l·ed -:.t,.I":.'1~·;'~' ~Ina' r.~~> ffiC\O'f"'Ii-::'O::-:!lci :··,.. .... ·r;'(;·:'1'·r(..::.?l,.,!:>.I~, ,l ... ~ ..... e "t hO""""":" ;:'"1 .... ..:. .... ~"'.l.... IIJ'I ........ J............. v.. G.~ .... _ •• __ .~ ....... ~.;J ....... ..:.v.t:: ..... ,...<ro;;.~~ ....... .1. .. Q. ""_ ................ 

the United States~ Gveryv'li"lere tIl,,'::, P0c9le £001 '~OUCh0d by vlh; .. t ha.ppens 
in Viet-Nam. Each. of us .. alsoe has our OV1~1 ViCVl of 2i.2S;': hovl critical 
a year 1968 might. prove to beo Thus~ with the PJ ..... ~rc.0r.l.i·~ion that ""e 
are close to one of those si:i.. .. a.Ylg.e uchal'lge pOi:1'~St1 ii.""! ::.Ls'i;ory~ and yearning 
to have that change 1.avo-;.-. OUT co:,.~;;eD I !1ave doae s:o: ... .c.a ·';:'1i1.:l:i!1g about 
the struggle al'lead" I shzJ."e 1:1:.:.-.8: ::,":;;sul'~z with you" in V/1:8:;; ~,Jl~ows .. 

: "b81ieve t!'lere is OZ:~~1 CllZ accerY~:::.::Jle ·::,cJ.x·ce of. aciic~ iOl" ;_:::,:.',:;:.~·~cans 
to follow in \ri~-~-~··~·;;:1.1.. Si;3:~ed zir.'J.)ly;; :.t L~: 

_ ':::'0 ::",0-:: believ;; 

~., 'Tz.:':;e over -tha :-.. -::).n.2.S~CJ.ent of Vi(;'ti.1:.r..::.eze ;;;.f:i~.::~,i:."':,:: 

~' .. " .. ': '.val" v/onD with t:-:.0 ~hought of hand~ne over is. goi.:::.g 
... ,./ i.·...;;·.:Zle..mese ai'ter\va:"ds Q 

ou::-selves :;.nd :;c"C 
concel":l tc t!le 

C.. F::.:d some gr2.~e:::'ul" ::ation:::.l \'lay 0:; dL:~~nsae;i.n.g oU~'::';C:;_V2.s L:om 
';he we.:..'" in Viet-N'a::.-:c. ~~ '~he eal~li~..:;t pcsi3i-ble i.:J.oment~ ~lli'~::!01;:': 'j:':innin~'~ 

vVe ar8 ~~"l trouble in Viet-Narn today 'i":JecausG we have :c..eTl8~~--- ::::.z11:7 undsr­
Z'l:C,:)j 0: i'o11o\ved course A and bcce.use$ thereiore~ \VC .l:"e a.:~t~r.:l;>ti::1 
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sir.a.t:lt:tneously. This is an. imp2::<2.'C'~ ::;::':::"2;~C[;'y with l}li:.ich to rnef:;';: 
an ener:.'1Y who iD so skillful ai; 'N2~C~:'";,g ~::,c'J:l.·::i.co.]. -rt .. i:~i·(·,:;;'~::·j~ ~;~JV.:;· 2..[r:;d:i.1c"t 
"Us? 'l"he TJ" C .. Miasion p for e;;:G:.::.?.:.ple~ .~~1.~~'''';''''811t::'y 1.:; X::'::::'~·O~~Clj.y,:0' ::'\C-;:iOl:'~1 
·~h-.~ .... ·'1" "/l·'·11uJ.''''O·'!1 cou~C!e'" t, "'~-lC'- ":;) .'-.;,.....:~ ... ,-':';:. Irl 'r/;'.,,·' ... ~"' ;..-. ,.;·l·o':'~r:····~ .. O'1 ..... ·!y :.. .... ,.;.l,.1,0 .. (;(. ... v) .. o.J $,. • .4 .,. V .................. _., , ..... v~" .. , .......... _tJ ".~.~ ..... :. .. , ....... ' .. "'.-..... .. 4 .......... . 

counterproductive to the otl1e:," ,~c:,,:~~,~,:;:c;·_; ,;.:8:)ccL~.~ly VJhGl1 i'~ is p;':7.':::;e.'~d 
oper..lyat a critical moment ill the \"'2.~."!) :~:3 beh1~(: .91.:!:::licly z:.d.VCC::~~:Gd. in 
the D" S .. L> il1cluding~ in Viet...."l.QmeZe eyQ8f; irl son':..;: offi"'!ial qua:r·~0rs. 

I believe we can and should focus OU:i~ .:=iZorts far x:aore zllarply on 
course A and also join together s.ud spo8.I'~ \vith onG' voice th;,"cugh a 
Iv1ission statenlent to which all can subzcribe& 'i;o tall official Wa~]hin~ton 
where we stand concerning course C~ T!1e statement need not :'mply 
criticism of any past 'U" So moves 01'" cpLlions. It -can express ';;he viev/s 
of the i.mericans directly involved in ·t:'lC conflict on what the ti:''lfrl 
looks like to us. from up close. 

To turn these thoughts into positive actions .. the following steps ,a.:re 
recommended: 

1) The U .. S~ liiission should def:.:~8 in pl"'ecise te:r'ffis t11e gc~l i:-... 
Viet-Nam whicl-l if achieved will give: '~::8 Vie·i:..'11ame:::e 2. viable nr:.\·~icn9 
~nr, -:·?le7'>"."l·9'o·'e t 1",o rlo',l "oVlla,od" \Vbl'(,l:1 '!,.~1 "".1:r.:.·,.....,.::'I7l~·.·;, c'? ';;'\-:e U' S ~J!.~ c!:"l· .... on co. ............ ............. .1. ... -.;;; ~ w... J,. oJ 01. .' ........ ~ I;: ........ __ ......... ~~ ...... \.. ,'" ... '_ ....... 0 \..I ... 

must stl"ive" A small task force repre8a~:ting each of us& direct'ea. by 
one of USjl can draft such a definition :(01" our o.pprQvo.lt, in one 0:' tVlo 

\veekso By defining our goal 1 ri1.E:2Jl something along the i'ollov:ing line: 

111.'Ve ~e2ieve '~hc South Vietnamese peo92~ nave ce:. ... i;r.i.n ii.'lulienable 
righ·~.3 including freedom of the inc.ivic.:.:s.lc 2U;:;:dc8 for all citizenz and 
';"'1e '''''';V'~''''-:' J.·o cr"oo"'e the;" ov,rn .f··o .. ··." of ,·;,-''fTo::.r':""lrnOn. \'ll··1.~no"·). ho.i .... o· -7o"'ce-' """' ... -0 ........... >;J .. oJ. ..... _ ... .:..I. .. ;.,V,\ ... J. ... ~.., .. !, ..... <OI.,JlO;.;_ .. J.'-'.1 ..... U 

"0 .., ........ or.·:· a d'1'c-l-a+orl'a1 ~y~.em .. " ............. O' .. '-zlCl· ···-:..· .... oup·,"\ +e-"o- ~'nd l··"V .... "";0'" '" "'-'-'I.wl;: :....J.. . I... . _ .. 'J 0.. l, ..... k!:-'...:....::. 1>:..\.0I0. ..;jJ. .. ".l. ,J. .4......... ~.l. ...::..:;,... .J,':'Q 

rfhes~ p:""inciples lJ which we a.na tllB Viei::18.l"nece share .. h8.ve 8.ch:levecl 
concret0l,l pragmatic expression in ';he "':/ietncmesG Ccn[rtitu'~ion o11987~ 
W e Z"i..;,ppor~ the Constitu"doll and t~:e prc~ecz of Constitutional Gcvern-
r .. 'le~'lt in Viei-l'-Jam... This includes .8uppor'.-;ing cor~c<~pts that tr.i.0 duty of 
each Govel"nment oificizJ is to Cerve thG: legitims:~e in',ercsts o:Z the 
peop!.G; the dtlty of the ... ~rmed Forces is to defend the Constii:t.:tion~ 8.."'1d 
to [)i'otect '~he people; etc. " 

2) This statement of our national objective in Vie'i;-l\:'am. could 
then be used in t..~e following vlays: 

3. 0 Sent to \Vash,ington \vhereo; with the P.r0sideU";3 
approval, i"t could be disseminated within the executive 
and legislative branches, and to the Ame:rican public" 
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c... Di;;:}semina"tcdo with ~~.?rn"c::;:i."i2.J.:e cJ.2..3z:i:cied 
gUidancev to the D .. S., adv:lso:"'y si:j, .... uctura i!: S01-!:~h 
Viet-J>lamo 

The above actions \vould not involve a Budde:1r. mid"'str0c..n"1. chan.ge in 
our policies and programs in Viet-i~'2..r .. l .t.L:'~ :c::.ther- wauIe ~l()peluD.y 
zero in all of our eiZortz to\lvard achiev0:c181:'i: cf a cIear n.ational 
objective \v11ile m2Jdng this objective cleG..:t ·~;o the Viemar.o.eze!o the 
American people" and the \vorld~ l:rh.is 'Jou.ld be 01 great value;, 
regardlesB of the enemy situationOl il1cl~d.ing the real possibility that 
the enemy is close to being on the verge of defeat. 

3. 
If vIe are to succeed v/ith course ii.& \ve :.:.nust be pr'z-i:!tical :;:oeelists &.nd 
employ our best means to make au:'" Vict.tJ.aU"10Se alli.es stl-'on.g" 2i:Gctiv'~i 

victo:;,"lcn.ls D and l~eep sticking to these 08::Jt ffi,eans.. C·lll" l:.8h8.vio~'" 
'i:cW8.l"'d ·the View.amese should be that oJ ?:;:;'--o'i:hel"'s!) even ;c·~::=;:'n olc.G~'" 

broihers at times/) bu~,: never that of lli..,l1'l:o:-med &"'ld insensitive :;.'ic~J. 

:-elative s~ 

- '-"!- • ".. 1 f --, d' .,;.1 .... ...,. ? ~:h ,... II r. '1 .In ... ~ ... 2' p;;:~.;;:.1 ·'t/e orten lave' al .. e to l..l.;;e .,~.:. ..... weSt .!.ever ... ,,-ge O~ 8.... on 
OUl'" \:::~e'~:Milmese allies -- their need to do thinGS ri.z:J:i; instead of \;li.'"'071g 

fo:" ·;~ ... 3i:" own benefit!) to save .thetr own .:01.lat: .... y .. 'co aCSU1"e -Chair CW~1. 
:futJ..1:"~S :,'.L e. II national self-interest) 0 '::'1:is is tile sar.a.'8 motive which 
haz ::.:.. ... 0-:.:..1.'::":: _r;.~ne:ricans to this land~ ·which has cau8r::d us to pay so 
..-i':::'~~"""~"'T i·'· l':ve~ <food~ ~nd money ~'o·'" .;."!~'=\ Qi''!O-'''':' ~""'!e~o Vl·e:-n;a""·lp.~e ..... "' __ ~ • .) _~~ .. 4 i::.D ~ ;.:. ...... . J. .~ ~''''M'''' ........ 4 .. "' ... u ....... ~ __ ...... __ 

8.r~ 2.;J 1:'1.:':l:nan as we are.. They V/ill act f~;:'om the sn.:r.l.'lG motivej; Wh311 
it i.z.: ;:::ut to tl1em in believable terms. VJ e l.nl1.zt bz-eak through such 
bE'-:,,:"~~r8 as "'vietnamese (and American) coloni~~l tsndencies and 
xer:c:;':.lo:':':la to get the basic truth of whs:; vie a.ll hope to achieve in 
Vi~·l:-~\'ar.:."1 out into plain vie\v in teI'l.'Us th~ Vietr:.ame;3e UT:..dei"stan.d" 
.... .,.....1 ····,-.OY\ '~lorlr -)-0 ~-e·'. ,\l'l' ~';' go""l C-i._U ",~,,"""J.M ~ .~..... ~ c" ......... ill .. t .... 

of O\:~· b;;::avior at all kvels. 

Tl1e SOl.:l-:d start in motivating our Vietl:2.illene allies ll tllel1 p is to 
expose ';:l1em fully to a specific stat0:c.a.e.:.1t of our" 8.in.'ls~ the de:finitioll 
of jt. ... st \vl"!at is desired for a future VI et-ZtJama and to cinch tr.J.s by 
showi.'1g :hem we believe thiS, too. Our gOL".l and th,;irs are practically 
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Vi e .r.r;.1.1C-~; cOl~vh-:.ce ·~:l1c::::n. 01 tl:'8 :~:'~:::;:~:.-":'::~ 0': Oill" i!:t0n:do:~!.s ':'.:':.d ~;.~:.~') 

ther:1. sc~ '~hG path -i;o S'l:'CCC8S :-_'10::'(; '::;lC~;::""~;Y~ ?L~,'Zn., our Z~.:i(;:;.:-.:c(;:. our 
help!) Inu,::rl~ be Given Ol'!ly 0:1 ·~h.G ;:;:~:::].;: ~~' (::"i;::.:i!~·t·.i:J.g :,~:e Vi(';'~r..a~<;S0 

to\1l2.1"da -~his GouL Rem~.in.il1g t:{T.':::: ·~o ·(:~·~i.:; ::ulc.) Vl0.: \vill b-e 0eJ.;.ov8d. 
P.1.dvic0 to Vietnamese X v7ill not >;::".VG i:ir'.l1 \vcndcr il'~hi3 v.'ill C&UE~C 
him :,:~"'oll):Jle \t/ith Vietnamsze Z ~2.ncl ~?(; OL'lC0 advicG' to f:1<3' latt.er 7li11 
follow the same rule as advice -;;c '~110 i'O:i."ln~'r.. Upon -::hin ,sou.l1d basis i 

we can teen give effective gui(iai.'l~e 20r coping v,rl-lli cor:cupt prz..ctic08 
among Vietl1ames~ o:fficials(t L'710i£c~'i;ivl3 :~0:;"l..dar;::hip~ ar ... d. ether ve:-:i~'1g 
probler,o.s~ We help those vvho strive to rcacl? the ,Lnovrn 8..l."':d desil"ed 
goaL VI ~ z~op helping those \vho don1t i.:TC:!."ive~ OU::"' VIE.:,m:.mese Z\lliez 
will c~tc~'l on fast.. The deserving \vill set strong; tl1e '\l.."1.dezerving 
willo-et eliminated. v 

The:.. ... ;;;xo: .. cl) as noted s.bovev it io ~·8CO:-.:::::.:-.. el:ded tb.at tl:e U:- S~ :Viisciont 

whe:: it defines our specific e02.:~ publi::h "hiz in a :Zor:4n lcr use ;,)y 
the (3::!.t:::.:-e U ~ S~ advizory efi'o:r!1; and to ,,~:>,,:"'7: to our V~~·.;1'.i.::...me3e ~~:ie8;_ 
;:0 p:"ovid~ a consta."'1t basic remin.der eX \vl:;2.·~ zvary ciiici~l &.CtiO:1 
s::ould be aimed tO~·Nards 3.chieving.. .i~il:' _~l':1el"'icar .. G in CC~~\f'..ct ";{,Ji'(h 
"Ti':>····..., .... ..,....~·c.!:'e t:" 1"tou'J.d ~~;e .;nrJ ..... 'l~·:-o":).(l' '''0 ,..·i·p ... ". r-·.:··(~ .... ~'.'>1 ·"'·0"'.; ..... -::, ·h~..c!'='d ~',"'r,~" \i _C t. ...... -;..J.J.-....... ,.,; ... .1. .... A..L_ljl.. ...... \; .. \,; .. :::~_ J '-'" .....,_ ................. ~_........ • ~\..o.;.; ................ ~ V'.~..I .... ~"-

"l:-c>···:~a\ ... ·" ... .:.l·O· ... ,CI ~"pO>a rJoo..-1 ..... ~· ...... ,~c"'" ':" .. n,w'l .-::.-.. ~ -+,..'~'lf.'! ... ··~.'" '}n' J'~ '-0',,·;-.1 c· ... 0:') .... '::; 
V A .......... A.:.· ..... __ ....... .1 ............. 0;;; ~ ..... .;.,;..:.;"''''' ........ ~ .. ~"''-'. ,.~.~ 'Y " ...... ~.~". I.,.i.;,,;;t '" •• ;. ~u_... ./. <.. ... .... 

bad ::'8C2:~SO they are not" Xi each _l.mGl"j,C2.:1 aclvizOtr 9 during i:l~e 
years we :::;;.ve bc;en her-eD had =.:.E.d~ l:ic 'li0tz::z:.nlo.s~: 09pO~~it8 nu~l:;ar 
'!l h,:. .. ·J.,<::l. ..... ~·"!"n l·r., aervi,..,O' hl' ~ ......... ,'j.-,.;., .. -:)' ';:"(:-':',-:,,«')d ox'" 1l'm'["!-1'ug ~dv~c~ l., .... 4 :..; ... 1..1. ....... __ ,..w. ;.;;> _ .... ~ .......... ~V ................ v J _ .... 0,.'.;;...... .;, ~... • ... ..... 4 ~ .. 'oJ 

·'eci-::nic2.l n"latters!) vve would cave .::. i2.~:- mis;h:cier force oi'Viet.'1.,:u:;.ose 
a:D.i& 8 '::odayo Let us concentrate mO;."e 011 ·~b.iz now. 

4,. 

'1":1i8 lJi2.)-3r has noted tha:t Vie ,2.:'~ in a r.c..03t critical period of the \va:r 
in Vie·t:-~-J.am. Su'1d has recommended soj.-.-:~ f;.!n:da~.n/::.r~:cal 0.CtiOl1B 8:!; '~his 
time \v:I::::in the U .. S .. i'f!isGion~ -:rhece 2.ct:"cns cO!.lld ::,ovitz.lize 'Ch& 
}... .... ~.~ r< ~~.- ..... .., \H""i ch U Q .."..... '1 1 '1 1.....1 ,.. _ ... :...::; ... ..:.;. \o.I.yu .... ·V.I.......... .. """ .. o:rgt;,.nlZc."lons 1:8.C.:.'.:",0: t ... le pro . .} ems COll::::rontlng 
uz L':. Vi3'~-:\Jam" as 'well as mah:e O'Ll.l~ C:2.ti.ZC in Vie:i:-Nar.!l i::.~.l" more 
cZ"cc::'jle to '~~a Vietnarnese& J,he U .. ;3" public and i;h.e~ wer2d.. Le-i: us 
ge: :;zt to win I 

SLO :3GLansdale:rm QONF:SE:l':'Il ... L 


