INFORMATION

‘CONFIDENTIAL

Wednesday, March 27,1968
6:00 p. m.

Mr. President:

Amb, Bunker had this memo of

Ed Lansdale's distributed to the Mission
Counell,

It is much in the spirit of your
spedch draft.

It is good.

W. W, Rostow _

ce: Mr. Harry McPherson

GONFIDENRTIAL
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T0: Memberse, U. cuncil

FROM: Zd Lansdele *;

SUZSTBIT: Viet-Wam 1283 DATE:
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Wiih tne concurrence of Ambasszdor Sunker, this memorandum i3

We bave had evidance in past we

: ig & yeor of intensity,
of magnified evenic and of magniiied corsesuences, here, at home in
the United & ~iates, everywihere thet pecnie feel touched I:;y- what happens

in Viei-Nam. Each of us, alsc, has our owa view of ‘uzh how or ritical

a year 1968 might prove to be, Thus, with the prerconition that we

are close o one of those sirange ”cl"emr-'a poinis' in history, and yearning
to have that change faver our c.;ase, H ".uvc done gome thirking about

the struggle ahead. I shere the mssuliz with you, in wnai Joliows

2
2.
woa wa - R, . T
i selieve there is only arpe of agticn for Amsslicans
~ n F
w follow im Viegi-Ham, i

ich
~%
S win thim e {OCuToe S
Tiiz otler principal siternatives, as noted o o SO oot helieve are
acoepiaoles
5. ‘Tade over the mumsgement of Vier z set
wd War won, with the ihought of handiag over & going concera ¢ the
YViginamese afferwards.
Crw,
C. TFind some graceful, rational way of cﬁcﬂgagxg OUrse.vazs lom
the war in Viet~Nam of the earlicst possible mement, withous vin ing.
We ere ia trouble in Viet-Nam todey necause we have nevar fully under-
ziccd or foliowed course A and hecause, ther 2iore, We are aziempting
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o & conglderable degree o foiiow 2 o0 oo shove aotion
simulitanecusly. Tms is an imo ; wit aess

o M ey
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&l enemy who is so skilliul at wa

o r‘“., ey ] o s O LIPS L [P - o
S, ce UL R o Miggion, for example, cureent ST LS iw:"_o*m:..cag ACTICNE

KX Ty B el SO [ P all ] O k!

whai 7211 witd' ooih couvses A cnd 2. Joumze x,g wisleh i dloasirounis

counterproductive to the other courzes cspeet cily when it iz puraucd
cpenly at a critical moment in the war, J neing oublicly sdveenied in
the U. 8., including, in Vieincmese eres, in seme oificial guariers,

i believe we can and should focus cur efloris far mor ¢ zhargly on
course A and also join together snd speak with one voice throus
Mission statement to which all can .Juo:.‘::‘..uea t0 iell official Washing
where we gtand concerning course . The giatement need noi imnly
criticism of any past U.S. moves or cpinions. It aan exprese the views
of the Americans directly involved in ae conflict on what the truth
looks like to us, from up cloge.

01l

recommended;

1} The U.S. Liission shouid c.\.F s i )] 3
Viet-Nam which if achieved will give the Viemamege a viable naiion,
z

and erefore the goal fowards which 21l elemenia ¢f the {J. 8, Missicn
must girive. A small iask force rgz.-rc:,eming eacih of ug, direcied by

one of us, can draft such a definiticn for our 2 pRProval, in cne or two
weeks. By defining our goal I mean something aiong ike following lina:

e believe the South Vieinamese peopia have ce:‘*.:!:—.i;_ inalienable
rights iacluding freedom of the individuali, : juztice | 21l ¢itizens and

e right to choose their own form of soverngmen: wil ’aov:t being
o accept a diciatorial system imrpozed ar cugh terror and iavagion,
ese pr ﬂmpl....,,, which we and the Vi ehz«..me._u, share, ha
concrete, pragmatic expression in the Vietnomese Consiitus
zupport the Constitution and the ryrcesze of Conatitus
at in Viet-Nam., This includes supsoriing c oncepis t

ach C overnment official ig to cerve the legitimate interesia of the
zle; the duty of the Armed Forc 5 iz to de; end tae Constituiion, and
0 piroiect the people; ete,

L)

2} Thiz statement of our national objeciive ia Viet-Nam could
then be uged in the foliowing ways:

P!

.« Sent to Washington where, with the President'z
pproval, il could be disseminated within the executive
nd legislative branches, and to the American public,

fo
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with approgsriate weordiny for ock ©
2. Disseminzied to Vieinnmese lsaders.
¢c. Disgeminated, with coprosiriaie cla

o‘uzdance, t0 the U. 3, advisory structure in Scuth
T,]'lat_."\‘l'
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The above aciions would not invelve a sudden, mid-sirsem change in
our policieg and programs in Viel-Wan byl rather woula aopefully
zero in all of our effcris toward achievemant of 2 clear r.*.ai;ional
objective while malking this objective clear ic the Vietname he
American people, and the world. Thic would e of great vaxue
regardlegs of the enemy situvation, inciuaing the real possibility that
the ernemy ig cloge to being on the verge of defeat.

3.
If we are o succeed with coursge &, we :nust he practical rezlisis and
emplo _j' our best means to make cur Vicinamese aliies ziron 18, .f.Sec:tlv.,,
vicicricus, and keep sticking to theze best means. Cur behavio
toeward the Vielnamese saould be that of sroihiers, even sizrm olcfe.::-
brothers at times, bui never that of uwminformed and insensitive rich

relziives,

in she

pact, we often have failed to uce the best "leverage” of all on

cur Viemnamese allies -- their need {o do things right insteac of wreay
for tleir own benefit, to save their own cow *“"ya 'é;o zogure thelr owa

futures (i, e., national gelf~interest). This is the & motive which
i Americans to this land, w;::c:: nasg cau;s:-‘-d us fo pav Lo
deariy in lives, goods and money for the effor: here. Vieinames

are a3 m...nan ag we are. They will act from ithe sarme moiive, whan
it ig out fo them in beu»vable terma. We must break through such
verrizrs as Vielnamese {(and American) colonizl teadencies and
xenczacsia to get the basic truth of wha' we 21l hope 10 achieve in
Viet-Nam out into plain view in terms the Vietnarsese uncarstand,

nag Lrou

t'

ard wsen work to get this goal accepiea in practice cdue to the consisiern ey
oi our beliavior at all levels,
Tl

Lae zound start in motivating our Vietnamese allies, then, is fo
expose them fully to a gpecific statement of our aims the definition
of just what is desired for a fuiure Viei-Nam, and o ¢

showing them we believe this, too. Our goal and their
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