INFOBMATION

Meonday, March 25, 1968
2:20 p.m,

Mr. President:

This is a remarkable and
heartening lettar; and the writer may
well be correct in sensing a wholly new
mood In S8outh Vietnam.

In any case, he has a right to
his judgmaent., given hia experience.

I attach a draft nots to him,
should you wish to send it,

W. W. Rostow
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From the Office of
LARRY WARD
Exscutive Vice President

WORLD VISION INTERNATIDNAL

9?19 W. Huntington Drive, Monrovia, California
Talephone: (213) 357-1111 « CABLE; WORVIS .

Manch 19, 1968
p ( pWO n.al ) ) o President

..w Hon._Lyndon B. QOAMOH: T LI

: ":‘-"":_V'j:‘i::"'-Pfae.dx.a’emﬁ [/ru;éea/ S.z‘.a.taa 031 ﬂme»u.ca AR

= U fhite House i
o Washington, D.C. i T

Dean M. Preaident:

Jon ten ge@ g /u.;zve iﬁavdea’ in and out 03‘ Vietnam. ST

,50wu.ng_ the past three geww, 9 have dpent at Least parit 031
37 of the past 36 months in Vietnam-- traveling o every cornen

; 031 iﬁe cou

w,u‘/z iﬁe 5&0[/" OBL mg.._coru‘.ac,td with the Vietnamese ﬁem.ddve.d,

ALn connection W).% ol ./de.eaz ,wr.agmam J‘AG’JLQ, ancf

.9 write you now (cu g 51.[# Blfwm Mc.e.tnam) becawse ﬂ am Wpea{
with a tremendous and encamag,mg conviction.

‘AL THAT WE, HAVE COMES FROM BDD AND WE BGIVE IT QuT O

P

O the basis of my
B‘me i/m.ougz/mwt the caumb‘f% and Blfwm every walk aﬁl Liﬁle, g

/ am convinced that:

observations Oﬂl the Vietnamese themselves,

(7} The Viet Cang_ aveﬂplagec{ thein hand. :

(2) The Tet ofslemive L4 p/wviaﬁing a great Jr.a‘u%ing poind
8‘01:. the South Vietnamese-- a sant 085 Peard Harbor experience
! which wugl.c.e.d them and stiffens thein determination.
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(3) The violation of Tet (noz Juat Zhe viodation of Zhe
truce, but the very spinit 08‘ let .uf,delg‘) has aroused the
Vietnamese. JFlnst A‘/Leg wene shaken; now i/zeg are angry and
determined. ‘

g /Lealx.ge thedse statemenits may Seem exin.eme and over Aurp&g‘x.ea'
but 9 base them on:

( 7 ) 77ze amag,mg,[g gl,uc/e reaction time as the Wetnamese
themselves have moved to 5mc§nple with the pﬂ.aé.[em/.i 08‘ ne-
conatruction and )r.eg‘uge.e. rehabilitation.

(2) The new mood og‘ congf.ca'ence 2he people place in thein
own GIWN Lroops. The ietnamese hnow (wix‘/z all due nresgpect Lo

| | the U.S. and other Frnee World foftce/.l) that the ARWN themselves

aaved Saigon. Sdn the Light of this, the Aypical Asian inferionity
glves way Lo a new climate 05‘ Aelg‘ cong‘x.a’ence

(3) The c/tangec{ attitude 08‘ even the "Tu Do Sitreet Cawéo -
zhe Honda 60{514 who have 40 iwitated the gzonug.n. predd.. (ﬂ a’a

not have the statisitics, but 9 am toldd that many ag‘ them /Lave now

moved o endist as many 05‘ ws did that gza.teg‘ul morning agl,z‘.ejz.
: Pem[ ﬁméon 4 can /Jax.m‘. Ao canvwmom 05‘ my own. wu‘/t

Aome Oﬁl the. #oungeﬂ. cowéagm u/zo 8‘0}1 the glwz‘. Adme now stand

stn aight and tall with a spinit 08‘ "Q'm Aeadgiogo.cg‘ny
' cazmizag needs me.”)
o (4) The cooperative 4pinid 05‘ 2he aprcuza.te and Auiauca.[,(g
oppwea’ JLe,ch,LouA groupd, e.Apecx.a.Ug the new invodvement og‘ the
: Protestant Cr’uuz.c/z og‘ Vietnam in meeting Zthe human needs ogz A‘/Le
" wounded and the homeless and the oﬂ.p/aanec{ :
( 5) Two .[e.ng,t/tg conversations with p};e.d.ca’en,f. Thieu this
padt week, 9 have know Aim 8‘04 Awo yearnd. 9 see Alm now,
pa/bticulm[g ad he assumes pejwanal. c/taftg,e 08‘ the /z.eg‘u.gzee
assistance program, moving with a new decisiveness and authaniiy.
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(And now, since 9 have Ieg‘.t Saigon, 9 nead in i/ze papers 03‘ i/ze |

© . new /WW--— Narch Ao i/ze /Vo/u‘ﬁ i‘qlury .0 a’o nod- fmow /zow you Jz.eac,t

- .Q auppose an obvious neaction Ao w/uuf g day hene L4: "What about

o to his, Sin, but 9 cite it as Just anothenr exan‘mle 031 the .

determined mood 9 now sense anaf Jee. )

.t/te eA.ﬂ Why do thein gloomy wuf.aafc en 40 mei/ze
PR 4 i

o opmm exp/:.wea’ here?”.

. 4 have ena’eavmea’ /Lone.dﬂg and oéaiective(g o ana./{fge 2his. 77ze5¢
 4eem Lo agree; does this mean i/teg are Julgﬁi? Am 4 gui.&‘% ogl

the attitude 05‘ ”vaz%one Ls ouk 05‘ sdep but me"?

,/‘/@‘Le.d my aMweAioa‘/Lai 9 am gutcﬁiopnwen%gld[omm

- the F/Le.d-d conps An Mt_e.:énam glwz. z‘fte,uz. tcizwttg gkqﬂé—&ﬂa éﬂc’iﬁ

SR cove/z.aéze . budt:

" and-blood ,Lntﬁ:.v.cc{uaj 7?{% don 't /Lave direct contact with the =~ . -

(7) ﬂ‘ec‘f agw.ee because thein .LnBloJuna.tLon Aiem.a glfwm 6a44.ca,[jy“'—:

iﬁe dame 4ouiced-- ana’ Wemiz.a.dy gllt.om ﬂmwcan V&QIU/JOW

- ( 2) - 77ze Lack direct x.nvo,[vememf widh the Mt_e.:énamue /960104[6

( 3 ) 771 w/uie, oéw.om,[g 3ljwm .f/te w.ewpou:,t 05‘ 3‘1&46-

Viet Con g, and 46 theiti nonmal nitaticis in the midat 05‘ wan

. are og‘zfen dinected at the ARMN on the Vietnamese a&ce

(1) War at best is brutal; the brutality xﬁe% dee’ (am{ glm_

.. which many of them are unfmepmea’) L4 nece,a,daxulg on’ z‘fte South
-MLetname.de and ree World sidesi -~ '

(5) There /LaA been a 31 ad” a./.zpemf ALn i/te c}u,tt.cx..dm ogl iﬁe

| ;‘WVN and the Government 031 Vietnam., Within the iy cong‘.uze.d

ogl the predds commwwf# the ec/we.d reverberate-~ and we tend o -
- believe the a‘ﬁ,mg,d )Lepea.z‘.ea’ auw.t 6ecau.de 03‘ .zf/ze /z.elne.z‘.dx.on
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(0/ er Te.f. aglglerw,we leji many. memée.zw o# J/’ze press. A/Laéen

: meu expect Lo see the warn when iﬁe jlg, Zo p,[e,tfeu on )L/ue-- 6ui | ‘
not when Jf/teg Mep ouiside the ( anavaUe Hotel. '

(7) The C/Lcw.g;e.d a# governmeni corruption g/zow out 031 mer.wwu.ng

Asilan situations- 5(? a North American standand. 9%t au,wa‘. doesn’. i o
waf(fe Vietnam in i/ze nua’A,t 08[ wan L4 ho worse z‘ﬁan mcmg oi/ae/t '
coum‘/ue.d An az‘/ze)z parts 05‘ the- waﬂlc{ ana’ iﬁe ,dufua.tt.on L4

__A____Jap.{.d[# .uzy:w.aw..ngz (ﬂ have Jz.ecem‘léc 5een to another cowu‘/:.g “which

L4 much, much warde i/zan Vx.ein.am )

9 have wiitten all this M Xo Jz.epo}u‘. w/f.a.t ﬂ see an.c{ gleel as’

one who iravels the warld (e.dpeocallg 24445:) ien f.o eleven

months out- c:v3Z the yean.

,Q /Lave noit /;-lannea’ on a.tierr,p.tec{ f_o aa’VMe you. {vef%cone A4

Jz.e.dpeatglw[ to /.:alez_ Hangz on, M. President.”

God grant you wisdom and Ai/z.engi/t to ma/ee youn decision not on

the basis 05‘ .terr,pcmal expeafcencgz bu on .t/ze A.tana’cw.a’ 05‘ ﬂu

eternnal truth.

s e the vote which ultinately will out-veigh oLl the athens.

2t /ﬁaé/, be a Iongra‘.{me,, with a ,[o.z‘_.- 03‘ histornies Wltﬁen, “6ejdfce
- Zhat vote is dallied. .. but it will be wcm.t/z.ui

ﬁna/ a’eep personal conviction Ls that the course you have
goUowed-- and aﬁccﬁ has drawn B[Me azzwm the two exitremes--

! now ‘begina to pay off in jﬁe form of an increasing abable — e

?M
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g,ove.lmmehi ancf a new MGII# /DOAJ&ULG 08‘ cong&.a’ence M SOM%

V,cetnam  Wateh u/w.t cfevelopA, ﬂ'h p}ze.udem‘. .Q m conwuzceaf

Mcce p/zeA.La’ent-Ovefuea.d Duz.ecio/z
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March 25, 1968

Dear Mr. Ward:

I found your letter of March 19th interesting and
heartening, Your long knowledge of Vietnam
and the first-hand character of your impressions
give your judgmaents weight.

Your words of encouragement and support gave
me strength,

Sincerely,

P

Mr. Larry Ward
Executive Vice Preasident
World Vision International
919 W, Huntington Drive
Monrovia, California
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