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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

Wednesday 
April 10, 1968 
3:30 PM 

SUBJECT: Technological Innovation in Viet N,un 

The effort to get technological innovation into our Viet Narn operations 
is continuing. Progress is Inuch too slow, but the attached letter 
from the Marine Corps notes progress when we try. 

The "Snoopy" helicopter is a small, umanned drone helicopter carrying 
a TV camera which transmits pictures back to the base. It proved 
surprisingly invulnerable in tests which the Navy conducted in the coastal 
areas of the DMZ: it could obviously be enormously effective as an aid 
to ground operations in the location of personnel and targets. After 
considerable prodding from the Ground Warfare Panel of your Science 
Advisory Committee and my staff, the Marines are now moving rapidly 
and planning to test Snoopy in, connection with their operations at Khe Sanh. 

Encl. 
S&T No. 529 dtd 4 April 68 

-Jj~ ... .e~ 
Donald F. Hornig 
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Dr. Vincent McRae 
Office of Science 2nd Tecnno:ogy 
EXGcu·ti ve Office of ~c1:e Pres:"G.cnt. 
Executive Office Building DECL!\ SSIFJED 
Washington, D. C. 2050q 

Authority E.~';~ SEC. 5(A) and (D), 

By ~ , NAl,S, Date t. -l~-Jl 0 . 
Dear D;:-. McRae: 

On 29 February, during a mee-c.ing 0:: the Ground Warfare i?anel 
of' the President l s Sci e;1.ce .Z,.Qvi sory Cormni ttee, you re<:::uested 
that the Marine Corps ai".:.d Navy represent.atives take tn~ 
necessary action to determine if the Navy's QH-50 drone, in 
a targ~t acquisition con::iguration (Snoopy),' could be' e;nploYe:~: 
to advantage in support of t:'le )iarines in the Dfi'-Z are2 of' , 
Vietnam in general and at Khe Sanh in particular;-" 

The first meeting between N2.vy c.rwd Marine Corps representa­
ti yes to follq'tv up on your =ec.;:uest wC.s conducted on ~ lvlarcn • 
.. L;..ctio:1 \>.]'as ,ini ti ated ·to detG::C:.1i:"1.e t.he reco~1':.."Uend2.tions 2.:"10 
COIT'.::;le:::.~c.$ of the CO~11anding Ge~"le::8.1, ].'lee-;:' Marine Force, 
Pacific, concerning the proposed deployment of Snoop~l. 
Ini tial ac·tion was also takej,"l to 2.::crange for traini1'!.g of 
requi::-ed Marine ground cO:'''ltrol loersonnel for the program. 

On 6 ~!a::-ch the Sec:=etary of Defense' dj.rected pravi sioYl of 
ba-;:'J.:.le:::i eld TV reconr.:,2.issance at I<:'1e Sa::1h wi thin 30 days .. 
P'i.l:.:ding respensi :oili ty and p::og'ra~(~ management for the test 
end evaluation phase W2S assigned ~co )\...i\.PA .. 

Si~ce that time; the necessary Marine personnel have bee~ 
t::-2.i:::1ed; three QH-50 dro~"les have been p:::-operly config".l=ed 
c.nc. ti,'lO mobile ground control equipmerrts have been pre­
~:)C;.~ed.. T:1.e personnel ~nd ec;;:-..:.ipmex:t are expected to a::-:::ive 
in Vietnam about 16 April. 

P.rese::::t plans are to conduc·t. a ..rcw·o week ~cest and evaluation. 
Test.ir..g will be ini "tiaJced in t't.e coast:.al plains area for 
about tV-TO days and then move6. Jeo Khe Sar..'l1... If movemenJ

I7.. to 
Kl'1.eSanh proves infeaSible another location will be selected • 
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Plan.r...ing for continued emp~oy:·t.<2:1-t ~LS Y10I.'1 :"~1 progress in o::der 
to ensure con·tinued e:x:ploi tc:tiol1 of the QFi-50 d:.:-onc CC.l~2-
bili ties should it demol1st:-a:te e::::Eec-:,i,veness ar.:.d su:cvl vc.bili ty 
during- the test. 

Your interest and assis·tance in -'chis program is sir:cerely 
appreciated. As you know, the Marine Corps and Navy hove 
been exploring this applicatio~1 of IISn.oopyll for SOl'ne tic(e. 
However J the interest and'assistance provided by the Office 
of ·Science and Technolog-y hos made possible t.he early test 
of this.prog-ram in Vietnam. 
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