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PITY THE WHITE HOUSE
: WASHINGTON gga.a

Wednesday
April 10, 1968
3:30 PM

'MEMORANDUM FOR

THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Technological Innovation in Viet Nam
4 .. The effort to get technological innovation into our Viet Nam operations

©" 1s continuing. Progress is much too slow, but the attached letter - o
o from the Marine Corps notes progress when we try. L

_ R The "Snoopy" helicopter is a small, umanned drone helicopter carrying

: -+ ‘& TV camera which transmits pictures back to the base. It proved .

| ' surprisingly invulnerable in tests which the Navy conducted in the coastal
areas of the DMZ: it could obviously be enormously effective as an aid

. ... . to ground operations in the location of personnel and targets., After

‘ "~ considerable prodding from the Ground Warfare Panel of your Science - "

Advisory Committee and my staff, the Marines are now moving rapidly '

and planning to test Snoopy in connection with their operations at Khe Sanh.

Donald F. Hornig

: . Encl. .- -
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Dr. Virncent McRae
. Office of Science an
- Executive Office of
Ixecutive Office Bu

uilding ' DECLASSIFIE L i
Washington, D. C., 20 -

Authority .0, 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) -

By —anf _ NARKS, Date e-/3-£0 .

Dear I, McRae:

- On 29 February, during a meeting of the Ground Warfare PaneT
o . 0f the DPresidentis Science Ravisorv Committee, yoa";cucstea IR S
fg; - that the Marine Corps and Navy representatives teake the IS '
" necessary action to determine if the Nevy's QH-50 dronel in |
-a target vaUlSlthn configuration (SﬁOOby), could be employed__;:
Loto advantage in support of the Marines in the DMZ area oIf
frvlehnam in general and at Khe Sanhi in partlcular. i

S I A T L S P

-y o % .. The First meeting between Nevv and Marine Corps representa— - - !
o _i.-tivcs to follow up on vour reguest was conducted on 1 March. - -
: _ Acticon was dnitizted to dthrml;e The recommendations aad
i . comments of the Commanding CGenerai, #leet Marine Iorce,

P Pacific, concerning the oromosed deployment of Snoopy.
' © Init 1ﬂl action was also taken to arrange for training of
regquired Marine ground control personnel for the program.,
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ace that time, the necessary Marine personnel havu beaen S -

ained, three QH-50 drones have begen properly ccnfigured
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two mobile grcund corurc'_equ'pmuncs have been pre- . i ,
ed. The personnel and eguipment are expected to arrive .
1 Vietnam about 16 April, - o |

Present »lans are to conduct a two week test and evaluation.
‘cstldw will be initiezted in the coastal plains area for -
about two davs and then moved to Khe Sarh. If wmovement to
Khe Sanh proves infeasible ancther location will Dbe selectad.
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Planning for continued EMPLovnent 15
Lo ensure continued explioitszii £
biliti

i
during the test.

Your interest and assistance i
appreciated. As you know, the
been exploring this applicatic

-However, the interest and asci
. 0f Science and Technology has made possible the early test
0L this program in Vietnam. ' o e
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