
w .... day. April 3, 1968 
':'10 a. m, 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith. aa Nquellted, the reuOlU why _ bad to cOlltl_ bomblJlg up 
to the ~Oth pal'allel: 

1. At this time of yeaI', the primary aupply routea to the froutiera 
of Soatb V' emam raa through Laoa. Spac:U1cally. Route 8 I'UDDiDg through 
the Napa Pa.a; Route 15 numiag tbroalb Mu Cla. are critical fer the 
aDllmy'a aupply of the frOllt agailaet Khe Sub; A Sbaa valle". which is 
a aupply route for attack agalJl8t Baa; aad the ao.called B-3 tl'out 
iJlcludiJlS suppllea tor attack apiJl8t Koatum. Pleib, aad BaD Me Thuot. 

2.. In additlDJl. _ have to attack Route 1. which rua. aorthwest from 
ViDb iato the PlaiDil de. Jan •• ia, Lao.. Fol' Soavaaaa Phouma. thi. is 
critical, aotably because aa attack i. expec::ted ia the PiaiDil des Jal'ras 
area at aD.y time by North V'etume.e regular.. It fa tactically important 
to iaelude Tbaab Boa tor two reuOllS: 

First. because it is ~L major coaceatratioa .ad tr&Jl8-ahipment 
poiat for both mea aad supplies goiDgiato South Vietum aad Laos; 

Secoad. 1Mcause it baa .. alrfieldwhicb. alOllg with the airfield 
at ViDb, baa receatly beeD active. We have good latelUgeace that they 
have been tryiag to move some MIC •• outh to a&tac:k our B-5Z's which 
have doae critically lmportaat work in breakiDg up the .iege of Khe Sanh 
and will coati_ to oparate heavily iD the _rtherD part of South V etnam, 
including the major supply base ia A Shau valley. 

3. The reuoa that the Pre.idelllt had to take thia matter so seriously 
was becau.e _ have the firmest tdatl of .videaC8 that the aDemy is using 
the supply roahts to the South with aD lllteasity we have Dever seea before, 
probably in aD ettort to mobiUze COl'ce. £01' a secoad major wave of attack 
before the _d of the wiatel'-.pri.Jlg offaJl8ive. Specifically, Gen. Momyer 
baa told the Pr •• idelllt that they are for rae time J"U1Uli1l their tru.!=ks 

at ai~ht with ltbeiJ'I~~bt. pll. W. hay . '. 
\.~~W~·) (: I:>:: :: .... :::::,.: ::: :levideace that t ., are se ns' 0_ rep ace. 

melllt lorces to make up diitr 10 •••• before this secOild wave of attack, 
perhaps up to ZO, 000 men (see Tab A), 

4. So urgellltly do they regard this req1liremellt that they are evell 
uprooting and •• Ddiag South, North Vletum •• e Regioaal FOTee. 
normally eagaged ill local defe .. e (see Tab B). 

5. ID. making a pl'opo.al at this time, therefore, the P"esideDt had to 
balaDce the moalorlhcomiDlt offer pos.ible with his responsibilities as 
ComrnanderUin.Chie • 

W. W. R. 




