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Mr. President: 

Herewith some thoughts of 
Gen. Taylor's which you may wish 
to read before breakfast tomorrow 
morning. 

W. W. Rostow 
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Nt] ,ge-~~ , 

By ++-rY ' NARA, Date 8'/,,:1- / 3 

,..,. I nblnit a rev afterthought. to J'OIh' SatuJdq l_beoa ",UIII? 

In "'- di8CW1slon of bringing our "'lnt back to \118 ~ peralhl. it 
.... d to _ that .. be_ diverted. \118 uac-- _t. bu .. on ftJIorted 
truck Ic1nit1p. 1t 18 all:!.tar1l,y preterabh to OOIIIa8ntnte O\D' ballblftg Oft "It. 
IIOUthern end of tbe "tunnel" ratlt.r 'UIaa cU.epeJ'H :1.11 OWl' all of Iforth n.t­
.... I do not happen to bell ... that tId.a are-a ... be natained b'Ilt. at 
ben. lt 18 only IIIU'glnallT nlnant to tit. bae10 1naa a1l ftake a" tb1a nap 
of the .got1a t:l.o •• 

fhat 18sue ls bow long .. ahould OOftUnae to a~' to propaganda a'taclar 
in Parla 1fb1le __ eMll7 laona... b1a act. of WI' :l.n the Sonb IUId .. OOat:l.llUfI 
to reetra1n our aot. of _I' in __ lortb and U.8 .... ua1t:l.ee JlGunt. I tb1nk 
that .. boe alread7 deIIIonatrated .utt1a1m tonbeuanae to _1I1at.v \Iso .. 
obHners and er1t1oa who 11111 ""1' be .u.t1ed &lid :I., 18 __ to ntum to 
"'- 20\b parallel tor'. usent1a1 pupo.... (1) to denJoy the mueiOft 
ot 01U" adYernri .. that .. ue .hackleoS br pQ110 oplniOD ... 1nte~1 oon.­
.tralnt. to tba point \bat .. ha .... loa' 01U" til Ii. ot aotiODJ and (2) to 
d_oll8trate to 01U" own people no w:I.U o\beJov1se __ bel ..... .,. raaU ..... 
that .. win not tolaNta another PannJI3- vId.oh would ,. ilora bIIIa1Uat1nc 
thl. tlaa than in 19S1-SJ it oonducted to ,be piplnr of ."" n ........ :La 
the publlo exposure of Parie. I'urtbeJllOn. tbe 80cmer .. bJUk ,be inh1blting 
chalft that .... to be tImI1qt about '118. ,It. •• a:l.er and leu horrendous lt will 
be to 1'8_ 1It. ru11 use ot OUr pr.t...,. pernader, the baIIIblng of Ionh Viet • ..... 

!he hck ot PNpenUona ot OUl' publie m \hi Wuch l1ne nich .. IIUIIt 
tate ls a bard tan with whlch .. tboald deal at _. I wu1d think that 
'anoe'. rat'III'D abould be openly "laW to 01U" ahIapp:l.nua crrer the 1l1lprO­
ducti.e nat1l:re Ott tbe !1Jwt two .. ea or Wa aid to ft1' wrtd.ll1ngnaa. to 
QcnUlIDe 01U" wUatel'al "Btn1llt. nch loftpl'. Abe Jonas .. de art excellent 
point about ~ oPport1lll1t7 Wich Par.le ottera •• a tol'lll tor praaenting ft1' 
poa1t1oQ Oft Viet-... to \be world. 1Iu1I to aplo1t '\b1a opporllunlt7 ftQ'Id.N8 
orgadation and a 1'IIll-Uae U.S. spoke_ to pra .... np-.Wl,y all ...,... 
of CIIU' pol1o.J .nd to 00l':re" '\1Ie a1aappnh4ma1ona aboat 1t wld.oh ue widel,y 
held 1D Europe IIId elnvhe". It 18 DOt 3ut1 the ....... in Pv1II vtd.oh need 
_Dt but. the balio e.eDte ot 01U" poel'lon nob a. ,be U.S. ob3eot1 ..... in 
Soutbeaat Alia, tbe U.S. atrater.r vII10h '- aN p1IJ'IIUiJIc to dtaiD theil, the 
lleanlftg and oonnquencea ot tbe '1'E'1' ottenai_. tM oomribuUona ot South 
Viet-lfua to It. own delenae, CNI' lloa].a ill "'- _ao\1&UOIIII, etc. Harraan 
alght con\lnu to _D' on the bllgotiationa ' ..... 1 ..... and a.elgn '0 Vanoe 
w. background apokelllll&b role which no 11M pertONII at pN.en1l. 
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BECMt 

But Parill 18 not the only available ton. 1fh1ol'l ne.da pereuasiYe apoke.­

Men. George Ball in the United Nations .bould lIIAke all leut • apeeoh ..... k 

in support of our podUon. SV&r7 U.S. embauadol' around the 1I01'ld ahould 

understand that a Pn.17 dutY' 18 to be tM de.ten&n' ot 0lIl' policy betore 

the goverment to which he 18 aaol'8dited and the public ot that oount17. w. 

have navel' mobilized these OTel.'HaS re.OU1'08e adequata~ in IlUPport ot our 

oase. 

At home. you have indicated the a01l10M you .sh trca your aen1ol' officials. 

Bu.t all unoffioial help po.sibl. would, I _ INN, be .... looaI.. I do not know 

whether Tour attention baa been oaUad to the exoel1e .... paapble1i on negotiations 

(att.ohed) prepared by Senator Dougla.' 0111i0118 Caamlitt .. tor Peace with 

1reedOlll in Viet-NaIll. It should reae1ve the v1mllst poae:l.ble dtnr1bution and 

use by the defenders of 0I1l' allse. (I l1b the opra •• 1on 1D it that Ro Chi 

Minh tbinlal ot negotiations as another .... &pone .,....) A little enooura~nt 

to the di.tinguiahed authors ot the p&lIIphlet .1gbt cat thea on public platf'OJ'lllS 

to rapeat and emphasb. tbeir ,,1'1llten 'riInnI. 

In aumm&l7, I reoODllftszuil 

a. HaD wa:rn1ng BOund. on V_'s NtUftl. 

-
b. ResUlll8 bfJalbing to the 20th 1*1'811.1 shortl;r thereaner. 

-
o. Designate and eMrgbe qual11'1ed spoke_n to defend our caM in 

Paris, unIted Natlo,. and in every tIIlIbaaq abl'Olld. 

d. lb:pl01t the Douglae Comnti"tee and e1ttdlal' unofiioial sources of' 

support. -

e. In doing thes. tbinga, .etabl1ab be70nd al\1 doubt that ,. win not 

acoapt another Pal'lllUnjOlll, that 11' ,. are to no., the baIlbing ot North Villt-I'laal 

and all other acts ot war, the eMlll3" 1II1I.d OOIlC\U'l'e"'~ stop the terror in the 

South and aU othel' acts of war, that 1f the gaM is tight and talk, ,. will 

do both to the fUll.at ot our capab1l1t1ee. 

1(. D. ! • 

. _ SBCfI1U-
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Citizens Committee for 
PEACE WITH FREEDOM 

in Vietnam 
1028 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 20036 Telephone: Area Code 202-659-1145 

A non-profit, non-partisan 
organization founded in October 1967 

by private citizens, including: 
Hany S. Truman 

33rd President of the United States 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 

34th President of the United States 

Organizing Chairman: 
Former Senator Paul H. Douglas. 
Co-Chairmen: 
General of the Army Omar N. Bradley. Archbishop Robert E. Lucey. 
George Meany. 
Vice Chairman: 
Mrs. Oswald 8. lord. 
Director: 
Charles Tyroler II 
Deputy Director: 
Abbott Washburn. 
Treasurer: 
Huntington Harris 
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NEGOTIATIONS 

Hopes vs. Realities 

Statement of the 
Special Committee 

on 
Negotiations 

of the 
Citizens Committee 

for 
Peace with Freedom 

in Vietnam 
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NEGOTIA liONS 

Hopes vs. Realities 

The United States welcomes negotiations 
which offer a hope of peace with freedom 
and honor in Vietnam-a responsible and 
durable settlement of this long, bloody and 
costly war. But negotiations are merely a be­
ginning to an end. And the end is not yet 
in sight. 

The road to a negotiated settlement of 
the war in Vietnam is likely to be long and 
hard. It is likely to twist and turn and take 
agonizing detours. And we face the unhappy 
prospect of continued bloodshed. A cease­
fire is more likely to come at the end than 
at the beginning of a negotiating process. 

• • * 
We should not be discouraged or de­

ceived by rhetoric. It is not how Hanoi says 
something; it is what it says ... and, more 
importantly, does. 

Negotiations will be desirable if they lead 
to a mutual de-escalation of the conflict, 
and if they advance the prospect of achiev­
ing our minimum objectives. They will be 
dangerous and undesirable if they develop 
into a long drawn-out sequence of mean­
ingless round-table discussions while our 
fighting men continue to pay, under condi­
tions made more difficult by our restraint, 
a high daily toll of death and disability. 

Negotiations will be insupportable if Hanoi 
escalates its military effort in the face of the 
reduction in ours. We must bear in mind 
that once negotiations begin, the pressure 
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to contin'~~ them will be infinitely more 
insistent on us than on them. We are highly 
responsive to domestic and to world opin­
ion; Hanoi is far less responsive to both. 

Our objectives 

Our minimum objectives in Vietnam must 
be kept clear and we must state them re­
peatedly and with precision. We seek the 
independence of South Vietnam and irs free­
dom from attack. Nothing could be simpler 
or clearer than that. 

• The South Vietnamese either freely 
choose their own government or they 
do not. 

• The aggression from the North either 
ends or it does not. 

• The North either takes over the South 
or it does not. 

With this series of alternatives, it will not 
be difficult to know whether, and to what 
extent, we have succeeded or failed. 

Negotiations and peace 

There is no necessary equation between 
negotiations and peace. Negotiations are not 
an end in themselves-they are only a pos­
sible means to an end. 

Regretfully, our Committee feels obliged 
to express its fear that many American citi­
zens have been misled both by supporters 
and opponents of our commitment in Viet­
nam to place too high a value on negotia­
tions or on "talks" in themselves-and to 
expect too much, too soon. 

Americans think of negotiations as the road 
to peace but there is unmistakable evidence 
that Ho Chi Minh thinks of negotiations as 
another way to fight a war-in effect, as 
another weapons system. Too many Amer­
icans think the question is fight or negotiate. 
The enemy, on the other hand, has devel­
oped a consistent policy of fight and nego­
tiate. 

Hanoi's Deputy Chief of Staff, General Vinh, 
starkly enunciated this policy in a speech to 
the Fourth Congress of the Viet Cong: "We 
will take advantage of the opportunity of-

4 

. . (", 
fered by the negotiations to st..p up further 
our military attacks ... the decisive factor 
lies on the battlefield. In fighting while nego­
tiating, the side which fights more strongly 
will compel the adversary to accept its con­
ditions." 

Panmunjom experience 

Our experience at Panmunjom is eloquent 
testimony to the enemy strategy and a clear 
warning to us. While Korean negotiations 
dragged on for two years*-with an enemy 
record of duplicity, deceit and deliberately 
abrogated agreements-we suffered 62,000 
additional casualties with almost 13,000 
dead. And there is yet no true peace in 
Korea. 

We must adopt a realistic attitude toward 
negotiations, not allowing our hopes and 
our expectations to outrun harsh realities. 
Negotiations will be neither valuable nor 
productive unless both sides feel that it is 
in their interest to end the conflict and nego­
tiate a settlement of the issues. Even though 
our military progress has been considerable, 
we cannot expect to win at the conference 
table what we have not won on the battle­
field. Equally, we must avoid losing at the 
conference table what we have fought so 
hard, and given so much, to protect. 

American resolution 

The pattern of negotiations will reflect the 
military, economic and political strength of 
the opposing forces in Vietnam. One of the 
greatest of these strengths is resolution­
the determination to see the struggle through 

• The opening session of the truce negotiations was 
held on July 10, 1951. The Armistice was reached 
on July 27, 1953. The delegates held 159 plenary 
sessions, 26 at Kaesong and 133 at Panmunjom. The 
three subdelegations held 179 additional meetings. 
The Staff and Liaison officers met 427 times. In all, 
there were 765 meetings. The various sessions and 
meetings were recessed 20 times, once for 199 days. 
966 hours were spent in face-ta-face negotiations with 
the Communists. The transcript of the Armistice Con­
ference comprises 3 bound volumes, each an inch and 
one-half thick. The records pertaining to the negotia­
tions occupy 52 library boxes totaling 17 cubic feet. 
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-and the "communication of that determina­
tion to the enemy. We would be foolish to 
expect Hanoi to negotiate a mutually satis­
factory settlement of the war if their leaders 
believe that the resolution of the United 
States and South Vietnam is failing. Thus, 
one of the greatest threats to successful 
negotiations is that Hanoi may under-esti­
mate America's resolve. 

We must unceasingly make it clear to 
Hanoi that we do not seek nor will we ac­
cept a camouflaged surrender which would 
inevitably result in the United States "writing 
off" Southeast Asia for the foreseeable fu­
ture. We could survive such a catastrophe-­
but our citizenry should be clear that the 
whole security system, which has maintained 
peace and freedom for the past generation, 
would be eroded-if not destroyed-by an 
American retreat from our commitments in 
Southeast Asia. We would become a rela­
tively isolated and less influential nation. 
Further, our withdrawal would be followed 
by the massacre of hundreds of thousands 
of South Vietnamese who have stood by our 
side. On moral grounds alone, this cannot 
be permitted. 

Time and cost 

Our opponents view the conflict as being 
fought in two principal areas-time and cost 
They appear convinced that both factors· are 
now working in their favor. 

Time: America appears impatient to end the 
war. We think in terms of weeks and 
months. Hanoi thinks in terms of 
years and decades.' 

• Mao Tse-tung long ago gave us, in his own words, 
a capsule definition of our opponents' consistent 
strategy: 

IIEnemies advance, we retreat 
"Enemies halt, we harass 
IIEnemies tire, we attack 
I1Enemies retreat, we pursue," 

The tactics vary; the strategy remains the same. 
John K. Fairbank, America's noted Asian scholar, has 
said: IIHo Chi Minh and his colleagues are committed 
to permanent revolutionary struggle rather than to an 
interlude of war terminated by formal peace." 
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C We appear unwilling to pay the con-
tinuing costs of the conflict They ap­
pear resigned to their proportionately 
far heavier costs, particularly in hu­
man casualties. To us an American life 
is above price; the enemy spends 
lives as we spend dollars. 

In both areas-time and cost-impatience 
may indeed be our deadliest enemy. 

If this is a reasonable analysis, the chances 
for productive negotiations would not appear 
to be substantial at this time. Hanoi's will­
ingness to engage in genuine negotiations is, 
in our judgment, inversely related to their 
estimate of their military-political progress. 

Nevertheless, America and its allies should 
painstakingly explore, for a reasonable time, 
every possible avenue of securing an honor­
able resolution of the conflict. 

Peace with freedom 

One cannot over-emphasize what we do 
not seek in Vietnam; we do not seek the 
surrender of North Vietnam or to destroy it 
or its people. Rather, we seek freedom for 
South Vietnam and an end of the aggression 
directed from the North. We fight for peace 
with freedom and honor. 

We hope to see a South Vietnam which 
is free, united, independent, politically stable 
and economically expanding. To the degree 
that these longer range goals are attained, 
we will have achieved our "victory." 

"Instant" victory is, unfortunately, not 
available to us on the battlefield or at the 
negotiating table. In both arenas, we must 
beware of impatience, disillusionment, and 
extremist and simplistic answers to complex 
problems. Particularly, if negotiations should 
break down, we must re-survey our position 
and weigh carefully the danger of over-react­
ing and of sharply escalating our military 
effort in seach of a quick "victory." "Win­
ning" in Vietnam at the expense of losing 
our position in the world would be a Pyrrhic 
triumph. 

America has, by its unilateral de-escala-
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tion of the" conflict, demonstrated to the 
world our devotion to peace. It would now 
seem both prudent and warranted for us 
not to make further concessions without 
reciprocal, although not necessarily simul­
taneous, acts from the other side. 

Mutual de-escalation is by definition a 
two-way street. Hanoi cannot always take 
and never give; always demand everything 
and never concede anything. A sequence of 
unilateral concessions by us, not recipro­
cated by Hanoi, would be the road to sur­
render. 

Coalition government 

We believe there is one thing that the 
United States should not do. We should not 
exert pressure on South Vietnam to accept 
a coalition government. 

Any representation of the National lib­
eration Front in the political structure of 
South Vietnam should occur as a result of a 
free political choice expressed by the South 
Vietnamese themselves. All citizens of South 
Vietnam can fully participate in the demo­
cratic process-on a one man-one vote 
basis-without the foreign imposition of a 
coalition government. History is replete with 
examples of Communist takeovers of govern­
ments by obtaining control of key ministries 
such as defense, justice, police and propa­
ganda. Indeed, Czechoslovakia is only now 
emerging from twenty years of totalitarian­
ism follOWing a "coalition government." 

A world in conflict 

Finally, America must not expect too much 
to flow from a resolution of the conflict in 
Vietnam. We live in a world of great anti­
pathetic historical forces. Tliere is no early 
prospect for world peace in the traditional 
sense. There is conflict in today's world and 
conflict-political, economic or even mili­
tary-will unquestionably continue at va­
rious levels and in various places for the 
foreseeable future. 

Our basic continuing objective is to hold 
such conflict within the bounds that permit 
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the s~rvival of mankind. That (why we ad­
here to our generous and farsighted policy­
the willingness to fight a' limited conflict, 
with limited means, at limited risk for limited 
objectives. 

The success or failure of that policy may 
well be decisive in shaping not only the 
destirly of South Vietnam and of Southeast 
Asia but of the entire world. 

Signed: 

Omar N. Bradley 
Lucius D. Clay 
James B. Conant 
Paul H. Douglas 
Roscoe Drummond 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
John W. Hanes, Jr. 
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Mary P. Lord 
Archbishop Lucey 
Franz Michael 
Ithiel de Sola Pool 
Leverett Saltonstall 
Henry P. Van Dusen 
Eugene P. Wigner 
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THE CITIZENS COMMITTEE 

Who we are 

Our committee is national and non-parti­
san-it is composed of Democrats, Repub­
licans and Independents, and of "liberals," 
"moderates" and "conservatives" drawn 
from all sections and all sectors of our 
country. 

We are incorporated as a non-profit organ­
ization. Membership is limited to those in 
private life. It is open to any private citizen 
who shares our views but it is not our pur­
pose to solicit a mass membership or to 
circulate petitions or to sponsor or partici­
pate in rallies or demonstrations. 

The Committee has no organizational affi­
liates. All members serve in their individual 
capacities. 

What we stand for 
We are a group of concerned citizens who 

seek peace with freedom in Vietnam. 
We are opposed to surrender, however 

camouflaged. Yet nothing we advocate can 
be interpreted as unnecessarily risking a 
general war in Asia or a nuclear war in the 
world. We favor a sensible road between 
capitulation and the indiscriminate use of 
raw power. 

We believe that, in this, we speak for the 
great "silent center" of American life, the 
understanding, independent and responsible 
men and women who have consistently op­
posed rewarding international aggressors 
from Adolph Hitler to Mao Tse-Tung. And 
we believe that the "silent center" should 
now be heard. 

Our aim is to be the voice of those who 
support the bi-partisan fundamentals of 
American foreign policy-to speak for the 
"silent center." 

How we operate 
Our principal activity is educational, to in-
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form the American people on tne Vietnam 
situation in its many complex phases. 

Finances 

The Committee's activities are wholly fi­
nanced by voluntary contributions from con­
cerned citizens. We hope that you will want 
to help to make our work effective. 

Contributions to the Committee are tax 
deductible. 

Checks should be made out to "Commit­
tee For Peace with Freedom" and sent to: 
1028 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washing­
ton, D. C. 20036. 

Publications of the Committee: 

1. "Peace With Freedom", policy statement of the 
Committee. 

2. "How The Silent Center Will Seek Peace With 
Freedom". by Paul H. Douglas. 

3. liThe Nation's Editors Speak Up on Peace With 
Freedom and The Silent Center", Editorial reactions 
to the Committee. 

4. ItA Balance Sheet on Bombing", Statement of the 
Special Committee on Bombing Policy. 

5. "The Nation's Press Discusses 'A Balance Sheet on 
Bombing'," 

6. "Negotiations-Hopes VS. Realities", Statement of 
the Special Committee on Negotiations. 
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