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DRAFT OF PROPOSED ANNOUNCEMENT TO BE MADE BY MACV 

1. The enemy was engaged at .Khe Sanh eadier lhis year in order to 
. combat him itt the hilt1.erlantls rathe-I." than in the populated areas, to take 

malCi'nmm advantage or our·air power al\d artil.lery. to prevent him (rom 
making a logistical base on the Quang Tri plateau 'and to sit astride the 
various potential in£iltratipn routes. 

~. Oeneul Westmoreland achieved all or these goals. He kept two 
eMtn)' divisions tied down, destroyed more thal\ haH of the 200 to 2.5,000 

. t.l'OOPS which the enelny had committed, prevented the establishment of 
the loghtical base and helped block the potential in£iltration routes. 

. 3. We now intend to reinforce the successes won by General Westmoreland 
at Khe Sanh. 

4. Thel'c have bcen two sign1!lcant changes in the s.itllation since cady' 
this year. OM is an increase in !ri.elldly strength, Inobility and fire power, . 
80 that we are now n\Ol'e capable than we were of conducting both a mobile 

.' . o!£ense a\ld defense in westcrll Quang Tri. The second is the shill in 
CO\m'l'lUnist strength and tactics, necessit.ated becauso theIr earlicl' tactics 
resulted in disasttl.r at Khe Sanh. . 

5. They arc now con£rollUng us throughout Viet:naln with stand-of! 
mortal' and artillery attacks and with small ground attacks. attcmpting 
to eva.de our efforls to fix and destro}' their large formations.' Addi­
tionally. they have increased significantly their strength imn~ediately 
south of tlle DMZ -. {rom the equivalent of six divisiotl8 in 1 Corps ill 
January to the cquivalent 01 at least eight divisions today, 

0, Beccl'UsO o! the incl'casf; in OU1' strength, mobility and firepower. 
and of the change in Communist strength and tactics, WG are now in a 
'position to alter our OWI\ tactic s. . .... 

7. Du1"ing the battle of. Kho Sal1h, we took lnaximmn advantage of 
0\11' Eluperior £ire power. We now plan to take tpaximum advantage of 
our £irepowel' plus our second greM as.set .i. o\bo mobility, The concept 
of our new di&position will be not llneal',but mobile. The initiative 
in. we stert\ Quang Tri province has been ours Sil\Ce Operation Pegasus. 
We a.ra now taking steps t.oassure that it will continue to be ours. 

S. We will usc mobile {ol'ces. tied to no specific terrain, to attack, •. 
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" .. intercept. reinforce or .take whatever action is mo~t appropriate. ./ :'( 
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9. To take maximum advantage of the chango ill the enemyposlure, 

we will close down t.he base at Khe Sanh. Having 8uffered one debacle 

with hiB earlier tactics at Kilo Sanh, it is not logical to assume that the 

North Vietnamese would repeat that deoa\Ho. And it is not logical for 

us to be in£lcxihle under the changed conditions, 

10. I obviously am not going to go into details o£ precisely how 

we are deploying our forces or how we will utiLize the additional maneUver. 

a~iUty tha.t we will ga11\ by inactivating the base. - -
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