TOP - SECRET- Wednesday, June 26, 1968
. 5:45 p.m.

MR. PRESIDENT:

1 comnmunicated your guidence to Clark Clitford.
He has boen working with Abrams on the Khe Sanh
announcement., This is the result -~ considerably
shortened, as you can ges,

W. W. Rostow
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CCLASSIFIE

Clark asked me to send you the toxt we have agreed upon for Khe Sanh,

This is as sent to us by Abe, after the various messages and telephone
-calls, There is still no time set for the announcement, which is in
their hands, FYI, the Baltimore Sun story has brought about many

queries [rom newspapers who obviously have been alerted by their Saigon

correspondents.. Weost Qallaghér of AP in New York wmay very well run
the Sun étoz'y, rali;hough IE spent 20 mlautes trying to talk him out of it,
So maly others very shortly, Text follows: |

" MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESS

" SUBJZCT: INACTIVATION OF THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE

" The Khke Sanh Combat 3ase in western Quang Tri province has been

inactivated, effactiva » for the followiae reasons:
. . ' < “

i Waere ﬁa\:re beea two significant changes in the milit.ary.situation
in ;Vietna'ﬂm since early this yea:nr == an increase in iriendly
st:‘engtﬁ, mobi'lit‘y, .and fire bower, and an increase in the
ensmy threat due to both a greater flow of replace;menta and
‘a.bhangé in his tactics, |

in I Corps tactical zone, there has also been a fet increase

in the enemin's sirength, In January, the onemy had at least
A .

the equivalent of six divisions, today he has at ledst the

i
d i

equivalent of eighi, This Shves him the cepanility of mounting

severz. sizeable attacks concurreatly,
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“Torm cet this gsignificantly in creased threat, friendly

‘z‘om’:ea mﬁst‘ make maiximmn advantage of their superior
firenower and mob:hty. Mobils force 3, tied to no gpecific
te:.;ra.m, must be used to the uimost to attack mtercept,
:ceinfarge or take whateveg agtion is most approﬁriate to
maat the ehemy threats, , :
"Thereiore, we have decided to continue the fn.ob:.le Posture
we a.dopted in we stern fQuang Tri province with operation
Pegasus in Aprli. This decision makes the operation of the
base at Khe Sanh uaneceseary,
' “Far sec vity reasons we cannot divulge the dotails of
arecisely how we.‘a.re deploying our forces or how we will
: utilize the additional nﬁdneuverability we will gain by

inactivation of tha basge, "

Phil G, Goulding
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