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This is as sent to us by Abe, alter tho val'iou3 meosageB and telephone . , 

. calls. ,There' is still no tl1'l.'l.e set ~Ol' the almounCemel'l.t, which 13 in 

theil' hands. FYI. the Baltimore Sun story :1<l.S brought about mal'Y 

que1'ies [rom newspape.'s· who obviously have been alerted by their Saigon 

correspondents. West Gallagher of .4P ill New York may very well run 

the Sun story. a~thouJh r spent 30 mh.utes tl.'yillg to talk him out of it. 

So may other .. Wll'y shortly, Text £ollowa: 

"MEMORANDUM FOR THE P~ESS 

II SUBJECT: !NACTIVATr0N OF THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE 

II The K:':.e Sanh Combat Base in western Quang Tri province' has beel'), 

" '11:-.ere bo.ve been two fjigniricant changes in the mililary situatiol'l. 

.in 'Vietna1n since early this year -- an increase i~ fl:iencUy 

s~,'ength. mobility,. and· fire power. and an increa •• e in the 

enemy t.hreat due to both a greater .flow of replacements and 

a ,c:1.ange in ~is tactics~ 

"1111 Corp .. tactical zone, there ha.s also beel\ a I\et incl'ea"e 

in t;:e Em",m~';'G stJ.'Gnsth. In Janual'!T. th", e •• emy ha.d at. lea.s1. ~ 

t;~c c~uivalel'lt 9l'six divisions, today:1.e has at least the 

s'" vc 1'''':' sizeable attac:~s concurr"ntly. 
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"To m 'H~i this signi£ic,mtly ill cl'eased threat, friendly 

iorce.:; must make maximum advantage of theil' supel'iOl' 

,fil'epOWel' al~d mobility. Mobile lorce 0, tied to 1\0 specific 

ten'ain, must be used to the utmost to attack, intercept, 

reinforce 01' take whatever action is most appropriate to 

meot the enemy threats, 

"Thel'ci'ore. we havo decided to cOl.th.ue the mobile. posture 

.... va adopted in westel'n Quang Tri provhice with opel'aLion 

::::>egasus in April.· This decision makes the operation of the 

base at Khe Sanh unnecessary. 

"F01' secul:ity .'eason,s we cannot divulge the details of 

:2 l 'ccisely how We are deploying .our forCes or how we will 

utilize the additional maneuverability we will ga.in by 

inactivation ox the base, " 
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