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MR, PRESIDENT:

I promised you a professional military
appraisal of the Vietnam situation.

While developing it bere, Abrara# attachsd
evaluation came in.

The marked passages at the bottom of page 1
and the top of page 2 are an excellent summary.

Key passagss marked throughout, if you
wish to pursue it,

W. W. Rostow

SECRET attachment

DECLASSIFIED
White House Guidelinas, Feh, 24, 1883

By.LZa——, NARA, Date ad

COPY LRJ LIBRARY \




i

e NS TN SO AN

’ .

1

A : ' [, ma D T PR AR U NPy

© Dk RUMUHFA0US6 1aaod4s _=-"”

- LTEVE TaE LuLL RESULTS FROM™ PRC-EMPTION aF AHBITIOUS PLANb. A B

T

SE:G.‘_E* ( DEPART’\&LN I OF DLFE\ISQ

- NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER -
'L;'mewacmnn E

- VRS SR e ?**fVip___f“Nf“éff;N
VZCZCUCS 865 | S ST Ao g
00 RUE0JFA - R A £

ZNY $588%S ' L

0 0108337 JuL 6§ ZFr2 RUFNCR ONLY fm

F M %ﬂuﬂbﬂﬂLv _ _ ; St

10 RURQJE AZLIGS - '”*5_'15 o
CINFO KUMU LR/ AMENMB SAI(:ON L W'ﬁfrﬁEME

RUHRHWA/Z/CINCPAC :

RUFNLK/AMhMb PARLS

BT

S‘E“C"F‘t—4 1ccu3
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AMEMB SALGON FOR AMB ANUD DEP AME ONLY. SEC 1 or 11

SUBJU: WEEKLY ASSESSHMENT 0F ML ITARY POSITION(Y)

CREF: AT S G oo T TR V9225 47N AY "6 8 CF5T

B. MACV MSU 13635 UTG 1311487 MAY 48 (T<) -

1. (C) THIS MeSSAGE PROVIDES THe WEEKLY ASSESSHENT oF CURHtNT' Tl ‘ij

ALLIEL AND £ENEMY MILITARY POSUTRE AS REQUESTED gY REF A FQOR THE ol bl
- REPORIING PcRIUD ENUDING 29 JUNE 1968, L SRR £
2. (8) PART 1 (APPRAISAL OF ENEMY AND. FRI&NDLY]SITUATION), ' R
A._ENEMY STTUATION:
(1) SINUZ EARLY. .JUN. THERE HAS™ BE NTA LULE "IN THE " PATTERN?
OF "ENeMY ACTTVINYY WE SEE A VARTETY 0F TREASONS TO EXPLAIN lw,
INTHE "DELUTATAND THe COASTAL REGIONS. OF 11 CTZ, ENEMY FORCES ARE. R
DbCLD:DLY'wLAK} TIKeLY To RENAIN SO._AND CANTCONDUCT LITILE BLT) - = &
HARASSMENTS -IN "T't1 CTZ, THE ENEMY 1S WEAKENED B8Y A COMBINATICN UF o

CONTINUED ATTRIIION [N BRTTUE AND THE EFFECTS OF THE. MASSIVE FIRE - 7

POWER OF AIR STRTKEb{ HON&VER. THE ™ IS IN A CONTINUING STAG: OPX
PREPARATIUN H’IH A HEAVY FLOW OF REPLACEMENTS 7O ‘SUPPORT hth.~J
ATTACAS AuAINbT SATGEONY NE tAPELT CONSTANT PRESSURE AGAINbT Tﬁc
CAPITAL A{ ATHEAVYCOST 10O HIS FORC&S. IN THE 8-3 FRONT. Nt BE-

1

-RcSULI. H{S EFFECTIVENESS TS SIGNIFILANTLY DOWN "AND "Wg™ EA”ECT
LITILe FRUM HIM UNTIL AFTER THE MONSOGN SbASON. IN SUUTHEHN I
<CTZTHE LuLL 18 BEST EXPtAINED BY PREPARATION FOR MAJOR UF" NSIVE
ACTICN, IN NORTRERN 17CTZ, "WE 'SEE A LULL DERIVING FROM BOTH H“AVJ

LOSSES ANU ‘A DECILEU.PHASE OF PREPARATION, HIS_FORCES HAVE® BEhh; R

ACT:‘J3'8 .
INFO: CATSY10US-3 SUCS-3 J5-2 SACSA- BNMCC 1 SECDEF 7 ASD/1SA- 9
 W/HCh STATE-1 DIA-15 Clach Csa- 1CNO -2 CSAF- 104::-7
FlLE- 1(73) /HAT/MY '. K o
| ' bEcLAssFED
PAGE 1 0F 6 S T E0.12386, See 3.

- | . - DAMemp, Jan, 5 1988
—— L Byld NaRaDae dZT 7L
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AT KHE SANH, ACTIVITY HAS BEEN

. REPLACEMENTS, LEAVING ELEMENTS OF THE 308TH NVA DIVISION IN THIY

.‘, o bra

]

' T IND A BT ~ e
- DEPARTMENT CF DEFLLI(:'& L

© .- NATIONAL MILITARY COMMANDlC_ENTER s T S

- MESSAGE CENTER “ 7. %

o wEﬁKENED”BUT“mmw“BE“REGENERKTTﬁﬁ””?f?EﬁFbﬁKRXjH{[ﬁQHAHEQXENE:EUEf3"

SIBLE.LARGE SCALE REINFORCEMENT.)

(2) AL THOUGH "THTS | i

B .

7PAEWfMPLIﬁATTbNS"TNfTHEﬁtﬁﬁTéYffﬁ?TWHE}

| CCURRENT PARIS DIALOGUE,™1T°IS T00 EARLY To DRAN CONCLUSIONS™DF
POLITICAL }NTENT._QIHERWEVTPENCE'TNDTCKTES”NO”DELTBERATE'g&:Eng;;-
LATTON S TT APPEARYS THAT THE PRESENT COUNTRY-WIDE LULL IN ENEMY T

CACTIVITY 1S NOT"OF HIS Own CHOOSING BUT .HAS EEEN FORCED UPON HIM

BY. HIS DETERIURATING FORCE POSTURE AND  THE QVERPOWERINGSTRENGTH

;OFf?RTENDEY“CUUNTER“ACbeNNKNDWFIRE”PONEQTMNE“CANNUT”RUEE-UUT" )

POLITICALIMPLICATIONS QF SOME OF THE 'ENEMY'S LACK OF "ACT}VITY,
sBUT 11 APPEARS nouaiFUETTHATinfARs“seeINGTUEL}EERAIE;psfgscwﬂkr 3

TIONTR | - OERA
(8) IN 1 CT7% THE ENEMY CONTROLS 93 MANEUVER BATTALIONS,.

OF THE S04TH NVA DIVISION HAVE NOT BEEN.IDENTIFIED RECENTLY IN ~

. R G L e e T O
. I . B I T P s
. . . R PR et e g v ? i
R T TP bra

AT A MUCH REDUCED TEVEL, ELELMENT§

CONTACT: IHe DIVISION HAS POSSIBLY WITHDRAMN TO REFIT AND RECEIVE

AREA 10 TIE DOWN FRIENDLY FORCES., ENEMY FORCES IN THE QUANG TRI™

ATV ARU KU AREAS REMAIN DISPOSED IN THE VICINITY OF BASE 4REAS, .

CLOGISTIC OPERATIONS, AND DEFENSIVE MEASURES IN THE NEAR FUTURE.
IN CENTRAL I CTZ THE ENEMY RETAINS A CONCENTRATION OF FORGE BQT
CONTINUING LIFFICULTIES HAVE APPARENTLY CAUSED HIM TO DELAY H]S
PLANS.THESE FORCES ARE NOT TACTICALLY DEPLOYED, SUGGESTING NO

- IMMEDIATE MAJOR OFFENSIVE ACTIVlTY.mMKJOR"ENEHY”UFFENSTVE”ACTICN
rﬁ“EENTRAE“WNU“sOUTHERN”T*CTZ“SEEHS“UNLIKEEY‘BEFORE'HlnnJuLv. IN

THE NURTHERNMOST PROVINCES, LATE JULY OR EARLY AUGUST_APPEAR AS

THE MUST LIKELY PERIODS FOR A RENEWED OFFENSIVET
(40 IN_LI CIZITHE ENEMY HAS 55 MANEUVER BATTAL IONS. IN
THE WeSTERN HIGHLANUS He HAS CONTINUED TO AVOID CONTACT AND HJS
FORCES ARc PROBABLY REGROUPING IN CAMEOUIAN BASE AREAS, THERE
AREENG'CURR&NTTTNDICwTTONSfOF“OFEENSTVETINTENTTDNSTTNfKONIUw
Pﬁnvxmce:fbunrNuﬁTHEfigé?ﬁMoNsoom“BEASON?THE“ENEMY?tONDUCThq

OFFENSTVE "OPERAITONSTIN PLEIKU PROVINCE, AND"THE™SANE PATTERN"MAY
BE“EOLLGWEDTIN719681:SUCHIOPERKTIONSTAREnNDTﬁEIKELXTﬁEEDR;.EARL%
- AUGUSI) HUMEVER. ACTIVITY ELSEWHERE IN 11 CTZ HAS BEEN LIM1TED

TO WILELY SCATTERED LIGHT CONTACTS, THE ENEMY'S CURRENT PATTERN

CPAB2OF 6 wiew
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. L 0K SMALL SCALE WARASSMENT_ACTIVITY WILL PROBABLY CONTINVE, - = |
A Leany T ACTION N, THETUESTERN MIGRUANDS “APPEARS UNCIKELY-Fox -

o AILERST U HE NEXT. MUNTA, . . | o T :
SOl A5) INTEL CTZITHE ENEMY CONTROLS 55 MANEUVER BATTALIONS, L e
‘. o THE ONLY™RECENT MAJOR ENERMY INITIATED ACT ONG HAVE. BEEN EATYALIUN &
 fﬂ--;s1z&jATTAuKs IN LONG KHANR PROVINCE, ALTHOUGH FRIENDLY OPERAT}ONS
.4 HAVE RESULTED IN FREQUENT CONTACTS N THE PROVINCE SURRGUND ING SR
ol SATGON. THERE Aﬁgfwo'INDrEhTIUNSWTHKW”TﬁEfENEMY“ﬁﬁS“WBINDDNED T
SR HTS“PEKNS“TU“CUNT1NuE“HT37GENER£E“0FFENSIVE IN THE SATGON ARERA, T
. <ON THE CONTRARY, RECENT“EVID&NCE"sHowS“THAT*THE"ENEMY“5é&§' HE -
i RENEWAL™OF" GROUND "PRESSURE ON SAIGON AS MANDATORY, HOKEVER, ARY < e
P RTTACKS IN ThE 1%MED¢AT&“FuTURE'CGULD“BE“OF'ONLYTLYHITED INYENS]TY /5
I -BECAUSE'ok”CURHENTTMUNITIONS”SHORTAGES AND-'DISRUPTIONS CAUSZD BY -
i FRIENULY OPERATIONST WHILE WE 'STILL EXPECT ANOTHER ATTACK Qf~ ~ _
1 YSAIGON AT ANY TIMEjfTHEfENEMYfAPpeans'NEAKENEDT)PARTIALLY PREe 7 T
1 EMPTED, AND STILL INVOLVED IN PREPARATIONS. DELAYED BY AGGRESSIvE 7 .~ - |
i- FRIENOLY ACTION. . \ : ] o . ST ;ﬂ
. (6) IN IV CTZ) THE ENEMY HAS 27 MANEUYVER BATTALIONS. THE L '
| \
1

NUMBER OF ENEMY INCIDENTS DECREASED FROM THE PREV]OUS WEEK, BUT _
i IRE INTENSI1Y OF ENEMY ATTACKS BY FIRE INCREASED SIGNIFIGANTLY, -
© " THERE.1S LNUREASLNG_EvIHENUE?UFTENEHYﬂDIFFICULTTES"IN RECHUITING Y
P AND OF DeSPERATE EFFORTS 10 MEET HIS MANPOWER REQUIREMENTS., AFTES

i =
e ,xfsgryLawlw_yiwa_BINBjPRDVINCE"EXAMTNKTTUN“G?fISBbDEES“SﬁQweﬁgi _
1 THAT ALL WekE BETWEEN 14 AND 16 YEARS OF "AGE)} THE ENEMY W]LL

PROBABLY UONTINUE HIS REGENT PATTERN &F SMALL SCALE ATTACKS o

~  ATTACAS BY r1RE, AND INTERDICTION OF LOCS, WHILE HE CONCENTRATES . = = ¢ y

- ON RESUPPLY, 1RAINING., AND BUILDING OF HIS§ FORCES, ALTHOULH SRR

,  THERE AREVNC INDICATTUONS OF MaJOR ATTACKS TN THE NEAR FUTURES e

. HE MAY LAUNCH LIMITED BATTALION SIZE ATTACKS AND ATTACKS 8Y Flrg ~—~ i~
CIN COURDINATION WITH ENEMY INITIATIVES [N 1i1 CT2Z I ' |
' B. - TRiznDiY STTHKTYﬁNf)_ B '

T BY ACCUELERATED OPERATIONS TOINTERDICT THE ENEMY'S INEILTRATION
ROUTES FRUM LAUS AND CAMBODTA™AND TO PENETRATE INTQ THE ENEMY!S

FRIENULY GPERATLIONS DURTNGTHE "PAST WEEK WERE CHARACTER [ZED

QBASE‘AREAS“TN'UHDER"TO“UISRUPT RIS DFFENSIVETPREEARATIONS{'THbJ

REDUCTICN ‘CF THE "ENEMY ™ THREAT TO MAJOR POPULATION CENTERS RELEAYED

UNITS COMMITTED TO “IHE SEGQPITYWOF“VITAETINSTAEEITTONSTWNQ“CITI§Sf} o
4D &Nﬂ@LtDmIhhﬁ;IQMRESUMEMNQ&HéLQQQﬂﬁﬁlﬂDEﬁRATlONSJ:IHEwiRIEND%Y? o
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COMBAT DEPLOYMENT TS WETGR:

‘ A1 DepPL TEUAUATNST THE“TWO~PRIME = . - .

. THREAT AHcﬁslJN_]VFIZ.AND-III_CTZJVSIXTY?THHEE;PERCENTTUF“THE% :

f US/ZEW/RYNAE MANEUVER "BATTALTONS “ARE LOCATEDINTTHESE "AREAS WITH

L ABOUT NINETY FEKCENT GF "THE TAC AIR SURTIES FLOWN..IN_SUPPURT Cf -
FORCES IN TrE TWO HIGH TRREAT CTzs% . o Coee e -
(1) 1 .Cie, : o [P T o |

(A) THERE ARE NINETY=- (W0 MANEUVER BATTALIONS IN 1 CTZ =« . S

DFERATING AGAINST NINETY-THREE ENCHY HAITALIONS, THE PRESENT = |
ENEMY STRENGTH REPRESENTS AN INCREASE OF ONE.BATTALTON DURING -
THE PAST WEEK., SRR S LU A |
THE T ‘ ot : o .

NNNN
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INFO RUMJIR/AMEMB SA]GON
RUHHHGA/C INCRAC :

RUFNCK/AMEME PARIS

BT j
ST B 18888 Co
AMEMH PARIS FOR GEN SEIGNIQUS . '

AMEMB SAIGON FOR AME AND DEP AMB ONLY FINAL SEC 0F 11,

(8) THe US/FW/RVNAF
TIVES THRUUGHOU ]
AND RECUONNAISSANCE

OPERAITIONS wWILL
(2)_1) vz, ‘
(A) THERE AKxE RLXiY~THREE

CONIINUE

A T R S S SO

oo NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER . -

ZFF2 RUFNCR ONLY

] CTZ'HITH'EMPHASIS.UN‘RICt DENTAL UPERATIONS
IN FORCE
- OF THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE

BPARTMENT OF DEFENG.

e MESSAGE CENTER -

ENEMY INJT]Aw

INTO ENEMY HASE AREAS, THE PHASE-QUT S
CONTINUED DURING THE WEEK, MOBILE o
'WESTERN QUANG TR1 PROCINE, I

IN

MANEUVER BATTALIONS AVAILABLE

N I1 CTZ Tu CUNDUCT

{AN INCRzASE OF Fivo FROM
{B) '

GREATER OPPURTUNITY TO PENETRATE THE ENEMY'S. BASE AREAS, JO -
INTENSIFY UPERAIIONS IN FORMER ECONOMY OF FORCE AREAS, aNnD 70 e
OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT The -~

INCREASE PRESSURE
MAINTAIN COMTACT WITH THE

TERRAIN.
(8) _IIi ¢ci7.

{A) THERE ARE NINETY~SIX MANEUVER BATTALIGNS 1IN fII CTZ

ON LOCAL vC FORCES,
CORPS WeRg CHARACTERIZED gy RECONNAISSANCE- IN FORCE TO

UPRBATIONS AGAINST FIETY=FIVE ENEHY BATTALIONS, -

————

> AFFORDED FRIENDLY FORCES A

LOCATE aND

ENEMY -AND TO MAINTAN CONTROL OF KEY °

ODPERA L T

AGAINST P TvarivE ENEMY BATTALIONS,

THIS REPRESENTS aND

INCREASE UF
BATTALIONS FROM LASH HEEK
(&) OPERATIONS IN 11} CT1Z
OF THE ENEMY'S FAILUR& T0

PAGE 5 OF 6 .

THO FRIENDLY BATTALIONS AND & DECREASE QF VIE“ENEMY

'S TOTAL, | |
WERE CONDUCTED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE
CARRY QUT HIS PLANNED ATTACK ON"SAIGON,

L

———————— e
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AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS 10 DECISIVELY INTERDIGT THE ENEMY S L0 amp To
SEVER HIS INFILIRATION ROUTES FROM CAMBODIA WERE CARRIED QUT, TWwo . i '

ARE CUNDULJ ING UPERATiONS IN CONJUNCTION WITH CIDG FORCES AND Long -
RANGE RECUNNAISSANCE PATROLS TO INTERCEPT ENEMY ELEMENTS REINFOKCING .
FROM CAMBUDIA. 1HE MOBILITY OF THE MOBILE RIVERINE FORCE WAS ~ ~
UTILIZED BY DEPLOYING TRIS UNIT FROM IV.CTZ TO 111°CTZ 70 REINFURCE
FRIGNULY QP=RATIONS IN LONG AN PROVINCE, THE DISCOVERY OF LARGE =~
MATERIEL CALHES CUPLED WITH MASSE( B-52 STRIKES ON SUSPECTED .
STAGING, SUFPLY AND REFIT AREAS HAVE EFFECTIVELY DISRUPTED ‘ENEMY

OFFENSIVE PREPARATIONS. .
(4) _1v L1z, : . S S ST T : i
(A} TnbkrRe ARE FORTY~FIVE FRIENDLY MANEUVER BATTALIONS e
(A DEUCREASE Oi TWO FROM LAST WEEKTS TUTAL) OPERATING AGAINST . . ;
THENTY=SEVEN &NEMY BA[TAl LONS, R o _ o .
‘o) UURTNG THE PAST WeEK, FRIENDLY FORCES CONTINUED TO - o T
CONBULT OFFENSIVE SWEEPS TQ KEEP THE ENEMY OFF BALANCE AND TQ ‘
SECURE FRIENULY LUC. DELTA BLAGKHAWK OPERATIONS I[N BORDER
PROVINCES LGCATED AND DESTROYED SEVERAL LARGE ENEMY CACHES, _ .
Se (S) PARI 1[5 (ENEMY CAPABILITIES) I L
Emng“pERsonsu“IMrTurﬁﬁrrU&fiS“Now’ESTINKTEnEuﬂTmNjﬁvEngE} S
Or 12,008 G 3/,000 ENTERING SVN EACH 'MOM;r_;w_{*_j_.!-“_ro_R”'iT“HE'“PL[:HRI_“QQ""JJUNE_E .
JRRGYEH Sco Er5kR. (RIS SUPRRSEDES PREVIOUS ESTIMATES OF ‘PERSGNNE|
INFILTRATION OURING THE PERIOD, OTHER ESTIMATES OF ENEMY C
CAPABILIT125, WEAKNESSES AND VULNERABILITIES CONTAINED. IN THE WEEKLY
ASSESSMENT ENDING 012400H JUNE 68 REMALN VALID, GP=3. o
87 ' SR S e
NNNN

REF A IS OUT 8667(J2)
REF B IS IN 11032
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