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The r.ti.s3ion of t'le lO9th~u;.rtermast'&r :;0:'1;''''1] Clir Deliver;), 

as stated in T()~ lU-407), dated 16 iJ€cember 1764, is to provide 

par3.chut.e packin,s, tem:)orary stora,se and ri:l:-[ing of 3upplies and 

equipment for 3.ir drop by Arrrry, Air Force, and/or other service air-

craft, and to rend"r~ec:mical assistance in the recovery and evacua.-

tion of ,u;).r~umasj;er air drop equipment. At full strength the 109th 

is capable of: 

a. Requi SIi ti oning, receiving, storing, and preparing (to 

include packing of parachutes a.nd riggi.n!: of loa.ds) ZOO tons da:l.ly 

of selected items of all clasS'ls of supplies and equipment for air 

drop by free, high velocity, or lOW' velocity drop techniques. 

b. Maintaining prescribed levels of Quartermaster air 
. . . 

drop equipment',*d' se~ected items of all classes of supplies and 
\ ., - -. '. 

equipment requi~d for air dropoperatiolls. 'i! 
c. Performing organiza.tional maintenance on TOE airdrop 

equipment, and pro .. ;:iding direct exchange for personnel and cargo 

parachutes used in Army aircraft, 

d. Assisting, as required, in the loading of supplies in 

aircraft for air dror, and the ejection of s,,;Yolie" from aircraft in 

e, S1".lp)lementing, when necessary, the capabilities of other 

un.l.ts engaged in parachute pac,,-ing, parachute maintenance and air 

drop support operations, and )roviding technical assist:mce in re-

cwery 3.11d evacuation of air drop e;,uipment, 
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The 109th, as organized, has four Air Delivery operating platoons, 

each having a total capability of support:lnc; all aspects of a mission 

independently (except for mess, supply, and administrative support), 

an Air Delivery ofrlce which has operational control Over the operating 

platoons, and a company Headquarters which has cOlll1lland control over 

all elements, providing supply, naintenan<:e, mess, and administrative 

support for the cOOipan.y as a l'lhole, At full strength this uni t has 

• 6 officers, 4 warrant officers, and 257 enlisted personnel. 

The l09th was stationed at .Fort Oa.Jllj)bell, Kentucky, from 20 

September 1965 to 22 July 1966, assigned 'ldministratively to'U, S, 

Army Garrison, and operationally to Support C01ll1llarld, 101st Airborne 

Divisi en , The \lI1j,t' 8 prilna,ry mission at Fort Oampbell was the support 

of Air Foroe Phas~ II &. III crew training, This missioo coosisted 

of rigg1~g heavy \u.op loads, assietingin loading the pletforlll8 ~to 
, 

the 0-130 aircraft, prOviding personnel to fly wi th the aircraft,' and 

recovering the loads and Quarter~ster air drop -equipment from the 

drop zene. A float of no less than 65 conpletely rigged loads was 

maintained at all 10imes as back-up for trle _ni.ssion, and approximately 

60:.) cnrgo parachutl~s maintained in a packed condition. During the 

:Jeriod 1 JaU'.l?r:' 1'166 to 10 June 190:', 2. to~a.l of almost 600 heavy 

drop loads '.ere r:, ,!',ed, air droPged, 'lJId recovered by the 109t'1 in 

support of the cIlssion. Support of tee Hti.s3ion by the l09th "as dis-

continued on 10 J'me 1956, the l09th prerlarinJ for overseas :nove:nent. 

?rom approxicnatel;: 15 A,Dril 195'> to 15 ,june 1966, the 109th "",-3 

involvecl in tOle fiel:l testinG of the Pettibone 10,000 lb ca"aci ty 
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Diesel Driven :lough Terrian ForkLift and the Anthony 6,000 lb capa-

city Rough Terrian. Two of each type werE~ shipped to the unit from 

Government £x:perimental Test Agency, Fort Lee, Virglnia. An officer 

and ;no were sent from GETA to observe and direct the tests, and a 

tra.ined civilian sent from Fort Eustis, Virglnia, to train the 109th's 

mechanics on maintenance of the fork lifts. The unit provided the 

drivers and mechanics necessary to in"ure 24-hour operation of the , 
fork _lifts, five days a week, during the two-month period.~ The, 10,000 

lb Pettibone proved to be especially val uahle to the 109th both in 

loading heavy drop loads onto the unit' 5 transport vehicles 'for deli-

very to the aircra.ft and in the speedy recovery of the loads from the 

drop zone. Both .of the t\<Q. types of fork lifts are 'lOW availa.b~e. in 

the supply S9's~~. . . .; t . 
-on/about 1 ~Y 1966, the lO9th received its overseas IOOvem~t.a.lert 

orders. The Air ForcEl Phase II & III are« training I-fission was dis-

continued on 10 June and ~he fork lift test ternti.nated on 15 June, 

By 5 July, the unit's equipment had departed Fort Campbell. On 20 

July '1 chance of CO!1nand ceremony was held, i"iajor Herbert R.. Kimel, 

,,:i-;0, relinquishing comna.nd to then Gaptain ~!ll'istopher C. Crotty, ::E:;. 

:':n .21 a:1.} .?'2 (July 19Sb, the m:d:1 oOc\j1" ·;)f tIle lO9th departed ?ort 

ja,,!,hell, flyin:o by cO'Jmercial jet, and on 23 July 1966, boarded the 

U.3.N.S. 'Jenera-l John ~.; ?o.;,oe, a:'lQ departed Tacooo, ':jasi1ington, on ti1e 

sa:ne day. 

A 20-!:1.an 0-dvanced party also acted 3.3 tile rear detachment, re-

'Hil1i;1:; at Fort '~aio.hell till 2 AU3U3t 19'06. Tbe advanced ;)a.rty '.;as 

3 

-.~----.--

I 
I, , 



I 

i 

! if' 

, 
\ .' 

responsible for turning in a.ll remaining st"tion property, transf&rring 

buildings, etc. On 1 August 1966, Brigadier General Hathisoo., U. S. 

Arm;.v Garrison Gocl,,"3.nder, Fort Ga'1pbell, noticed the 109-th's motto, 

"The ,~orld is our )rop :~one", painted artis-ticilly 00. the 60 foc-t 

, water tower at the comer of 47th ',treat and "ansas Avenue; volun-

tears were assembled from -the l09th advanced "arty, and the water 

tower received a new coat of paint on' 1 Aue;ust. At 1200 hours, 2 

• 
August, the adval1ced party departed Fort Campbell A:rm;.v Airfield, 

aboard an Air Force C-l:30 Hal'cules. 
, 

The advanced par-ty arrived at Cam Ranh Bay at 1400' hours, 5 August 

1966, It was determined that the 109th 'was assi~ed to the 96th SUpply 

.It Service Battalion (DS) COJltlla!1ded bY. Lt 001 Arthur J, Gregg,ahd. that 

, the main bOdy~ I the l09th was x:ot expected. unti~someti.:~'in SrfeJnber. 
Land-cleari~g operations began ona August ~ the eX6reme !,\orthem 

, . 

end of the cam Ranh Peninsula, app:r,oximately five nri.les nO' •• th of Cam 

Ranh Bay Air Field, in the vicinity of the 6thCOlwalescent Center. 

~ , By 1200 hours, ThursdaY, 11 August, the ,-.dvanced party was able to 

:Jejn pi tehing tents (G.P, Laree) for the accomodation of the main 

body, '"hich arrived in Cam Ranh Bay at 0700 hours, 12 August 1966. 

The 109th remained in its original orea for two days, then an 

S\nl'lay, 14 AU2ust, moved approxi:nately one :rd.le south, onto the hill 

overloo~n:: the 6th Convalescent :;enter 3.l1d the South Gh.i..'1a 30a • 

. i3y t'1e ctlddle of October, both t;,e l09th and its su,')port 'mit, 

the S"l3rd ,~;; Go (,c,,-'II',0), had constructed and Cloved into prefabricated 

tropicalized billets, a~d the operational area was corr~leted by the 

1st of November. 
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The l09th operatiooal area, as it now exists, consists of two 

200 foot long maintenance tents which are used far parachute packing, 

and one 100 foot tent used for arganizatiooal maintenance. Besides 

the tents, there is about 50,000 square feet of outside storage space. 

The l09th, because of the necessity of rigging and storing class V 

supplies, was farced to extablish its rigging lines in the Army-Air 

Farce ASP, located sollth of the Carn Ranh Bay Airfield and approxi­

,rnately 10 road mlle", from the l09th area proper. There are two rigging 

lines, covered by maintenance tents. storage space, at present, is, 

:lnadequate, but improvements are planned. 

By 7 November, aU personnel and equipment of the 333d QM Detach­

ment (AS) were effectively moved from Saigon to Carn Rauh Bay, aild were 
.. ~ , . , ' 

attached to thf~09th. Thi~,qetachmen,l".was originally .formed at rart 
Lee, ,Vir,;p.n1a; ~sperSOrmel then coming fpP,nl the l09th, whiph ~$ 
"tation.edat Fort "Lee until 20 September 1965. The 333d departed 

Gmrus in June 1905., 

C:'l.pabili+,y of ri::;::bs 250 shnrt tens per day. 

~-, y::.~ .ed con,li ti Q1, approxi.uate'.:· 5, COO car :~.") parachutes to !c< '~er.l 
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The unit is responsible for providing direct exchange on all Army 

aircraft emer:ency Pl,rachutes in coniJat zones II, Ill, and IV, a. total 

of 1656 parachutes. The l09th has one direct exchange facility in 

Saigon, ,,<hich supports zones III and IV, and a direct exchange in Cam 

Ranh 3ay, supporting zone II. 

In addi ti on to the ",wo a'oove missions, the 109th must also lllnin-

tain a certain number of LAPES (Low Altitude Parachute lli..-traction , 
System) and PLADS (Parachute Low Altitude Deli very System) kits com-

plcte, for use in air drop. 'fhese systems >rere recently adopted from 

the Air Force. 

For the past four consecutive ;nonths, 5epteniJer thru December, 

1966, a membe.r Of, the 109t>h Air Deli veI"! Co~any has won the desl:.in-
, , 

I , 

guished 1st L¥stica1 COl\ll1\!Uld Soldier ()f the 11alth. For the "'rnth 

of 5epteniJer, SP15 Edgar Ray Jr., RA 19818081, since proniot~d lhd now 

a lI~mber of the 623rd Q,M Co.; October, ~/5 Gary E Siden, US 55817669, 

since promoted; November, ~/4James GLee, RA 15717235; and DeceniJer, 

SF /5 Richard Dunn, R.A 19335689, since pro;noted. 

011 10 Jece""er, the 109th Nas rea3si~ed to the 273t:1 Supply & 

Service 3attalion (as), cO~!1rin!1ded by ~\.aJ~ L '.'lieland, >ajor, ~<;C. 

The l09th was ~;:i.ven its fir3t ileaVy :1!'0? _:::Lssio:1 in \ .. ~ietnaJ. '.)11 

a total of 123.29 short tons of J?-4 (aircr3.ft fuel) and 19.20 short 

tons of rations (',lcal combat individual) were deli'lered by air drop 

container3 were ut:i.lizer3. in deliverin.'3: tiw above su.?)ly ite!1S. 
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The l09th closed out 1966 with a.'1 emerc;ency resupply mission 00 

31 December. The missi<l1 consisted of airiro:JIJing 46.CJ7 short tons 

of class V supplies. A total of 56 A-22 containers were utilized in 

riggin,~ and ".ropC!in3 the supplies. Two l09th personnel, 3illy J. 

}lat'li 5, 33G :<:-6, :U 11,l,85630, and Don!J.ld Z. daker, SP Ih E-4, i1A 

13742502, parachuted in, to act as recovery supervisors on this 

mission. 
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Ai' ,lendix I 

iioster of ICe? Perso:1nel 

'~o'npany Co;rnandcrs 
:feroel't It :~m:ncl, 0184Lr.159, YEajor, ~,1C 

S ?ebruary 1905 - 20 July 1966 
~:lristop'l()r C Crotty, 05003581, Aajor, ,~~lD 

20 July 1966 -

First Se.r ""ants 
Fera1d D Adams, MSGT E-8, RA 17175119 

-10 September 1965 - 1 June 1966 
John J IlaNen, M3}T E-8, RA 11193236 

1 June 1966 -
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