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-aquipmsnt requ£¥@d for air drop operations.

The mission of the 10%th uartermaster Jompany (Adr Delivery),

43 stated in TOo 10-407D2, dated 16 December 1744, is to provide
sarachute packing, temporary storage and rizring of aupplies and
aquipment for air drop by Army, Alr Force, and/or other service air-
craft, and to render teeinical assistance in the recovery and evacua-
tion of <uartermaster air drop equipmenﬁ. At full strengbth the 10%th
is caua.ble of

a. Requiditioning, receiving, storing, and prepanng (to
inelude packing of parachutes and rigzing of loads) 200 tons daily
of selectad Ltems of all clas_ses_of supplies and equipment for air
drop by free, high velocity, or low veloc.iﬁy drop teéhniques.

b. Ha.:.ntainlng prescribed levels of Quartermaster a:l.r

drop aquipmant"”a{ld selected items of all claases of supplios a.nd
P <. I
o

Cea

Co Perforrm.nfr organlzatimal malntena.nce on TOE air drop
equipment, and providing direct exchange for pgrsonnel and cargo
parachutes used in Army aircraft,

d. Assisting, as reguired, in the loading of supplies in
aireraft for air drop, and the ejection of supnlies from aireraft in
fligt,

e, Supilementing, when necessary, the capabilities of otier
mits engared in parachute packing, parachute maintenance and ailr
drop support oper rationg, and providing rachnical agsistance in re-

covery and evacuation of air drop acuipment.




The 109th, as organized, has four Air Delivery operating platoons,
sach having a total ca.pabllity of supporting all aspects of a i ssion
indapendently (except for mess, supply, and administrative support),
é.n Ar Delivery office which has operational control over the operating
_platoons, and a company Headquarters which has command control over
all elements, providing supply, maintenance, mess, and administrative
support for the company as a whols, At full strength this unit has
6 officers, 4 warra.nt officers, and 257 enlisted personnel.

The 109th was stationed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, from 20
September 1955 to 22 July 1906, assigned administratively to'U. 5.
Army Garrison, and oﬁerationally to Support Command, ]__Olst Alrborne
_Division. _ The uni,t's primary mission at Fart Campbell wag. t.he s\.lppurt
_o;r Mr Force Phasb II & 111 orew training. This nd ssion ums:.sted
.. of r:.gging heav;v' irop 1oads, assisting 4n leoading the pla.tforms mto
the 0-130 a.ircraft,’ providing personnel to fly with the alrcraft, and
racovering the loads_' and Quarter;{:a.ster air drop -equipment from tha“'
drop zone, A float of no less than 65 completely rigged loads was
maintained at all times as back-up for tue mssion, and approximately
500 enrgo parachutes maintained in a packed condition. During toe
neriod 1 January 1956 to 10 June 1955, 2 total of almost 600 heavy
drop loads were rizged, air dropoed, and recovered by the 109t in
support of the misslon. Support of the wdssion by the 109th was dis-
continued on 10 Jane 19%6, the 109th preparing for overseas movemant.,

"rom approimatelr 15 April 1955 to 15 June 19%, the 109th wes

involved in the field testing of the Pettibone 10,000 1b capacity




Diegsl Driven Rough Terrian Fork Lift and the Anthony 6,000 1b capa-
city Rough Terrian., Two of each type were shiposd to the wnit from
Government “xperimental Test Agency, Fort Lee, Virginis, An officer
and N30 were sent from GETA to observe and direct the tests, and a
trained civilian sent from Fart Eustis, Virginia, to train the 109th! s
mechanics on maintenance of the fork lifts, The unit provided the
drivers and mechanics necessary to inaure 24~hour operation of the
fork lifts, five da‘jrs a week, duriﬁ_g the two-month pe;riod-.,‘{ The 10,000

1b Pattibone provad to be espagially valusble to the 109th both in

loading heavy drop loads onto the unit's transport vehicles 'for deli-

very to the aircraft and in the speedy recovery of the loads from the

drop zonsa, Both of the two typea of fork 1ifts are now ava.ila.ble in
the s'pply sysh%r: Lo _ . S f
On/about 1 Xay - 1966, the 1091:.}1 received its overseas mvem@nt n.lert
orders. The A_u‘ Parce Phase II & IlI Grew training Mission was d:.s-
continued on 10 Junq and the fork lift test terminated on 15 June. ‘
By 5 July, tae mﬂt'é equipment had departed Fort Camobell. On 20
July a3 chanpe of comand ceremnony was held, fiajor Herbert R. Bimmel,
i3, relinquishing command to then Japtain Shrisbopher 5. Grotty, =S,
“zjor Jimmel comsanded the 103th from 3 feoruary 1955 to 20 July 13755,
on 21 and 22 July 1955, the main body of the 10%th departed rort
‘Ja:@bell, flyinz by comaercial jet, and on 23 July 1956, boarded the
U,3,N8,8, Yeneral John !l Pope, and departed Tacoma, Washington, on tae
sane day.
A 20-nan advanced party also acted as tie rsar detachment, re-

mininz at Fort Jam-bell till 2 August 1946, The advanced party was

3




responsible for turning in all remaining station property, transferring
buildings, etc. On 1 August 1956, Brigadier General ifathisan, U.8.
Army Garrison Conmander, Fort Jampbell, noticed the 109th! s motto,

Fhe World is our Drop Zone", painted artistically on the 60 foot

- water tower at the corner of 47th street and Kansas Avenue; volun-

teecrs were assenbled from the 109th advanced narty, and the water

tower received a new coat of paint on’'l August. At 1200 hours, 2
b

August, the advanced party departed Fort Gampbell Army Airfield,

sboard an Air Force €-130 Hercules. ' ’ : o

The. gdvanced party arrived at Cam Ranh Bay at 1400 nours, 5 August

1946, It was deterrru.ned that the 109th was assigned to the 96t h S'.zppljr

& Service Battallm (Ds) casrma.ndad by Lt CGol Arthur J, Gregg, ahd that

Land-clearing opsrations ‘began on 8 August on the ex‘ﬁreme northem

s . : (
_"jt_.-‘he main body Bi'\the 1_09th wa.s not expec'oed unti!. sometime in '...ept.ember.-

end of the Jam ‘Qa.nh Peninsula, approximately five niles nopth of Cam

Ranh Bay Air Field,\.i.n the vicinity of the 4th Convalescent Center..
By 1200 hours, Thursday, 11 August, the advanced party was able to
be-in pitching tents (G.P. Large) for the accomodation of the main
body, which arrived in Cam Ranh Bay at 0700 hours, 12 August 1966.

™a 109th remained in its original area for two days, then on
smday, 14 August, moved approximately one mile south, onto the hill
overlooxinn the Ath Convalescent Jenter and the South Ciina 3aa.

3:] the middle of Octover, both the 1U7th and its support unit,
the 5%3rd 3 Yo («\.Q‘L.\\.D), nad constructed and moved into orefabr‘lcated
tropicalized billets, and the operational area was completed oy the

1st of November.

——




The 109th operational area, as it now exists, consists of two
200 foot long maintenance tents which are used far parachute packdng,
and one 100 foot tent used for orzanizational maintenance, Besides

the tents, there 1s about 50,000 square feet of outside storage space,

The 10%th, because of the necessity of riggzing and storing class V

supplies, was forced to extablish its rigging lines in the Army-Air
Farce AP, located south of the Cam Ranh Bay Airfield and approxi-—
mately 10 road miléy from the 109th area proper, There are t-wo ngging
Jines, .coverod by maintenance tents. Storage space, at presant is,
inadequate, bdut improver'nsnté are planned, ‘

By 7 November, aIL‘L personnel and equipment of the 383d Ql-i Detach-
ment (AS) were effectlvely moved from Saigon to Cam Ranh Bay, and were
ra.ttached to thé"l()?th This c}eta.cl'nnent was originally formed a.t F‘m't
Lee, \Vlrgi.nia.- i\.‘s personnel then com.‘mg fxvm the 109th, whigh dq.s

tatléned at Fort’ Lee mtil 20 Seotember 1965. The 383d departed
GONUS in June 1955, ,

With the add.l.ta.ovaal personnel of the 3934, the 10%Lh now has a
capabllity of rigning 250 short tons per day.

The *09%h now has tae respoasibility of .eintaining and storin-,

maced condition, approxiaatel: 5,000 car:w paré.;:hutes o be csed
in support of various contizen~ »lans. The wild is capable of ri;ing

2573 short tons oer dar over an indefinite soriod of time, the restrainiags

Srebors Helns availability of bagieup air itam swyolies and She avail-

sbilitr of aireratt,




The unit is responsible for providing direct exchange on all Army
aireraft emerzency parachutes in combat zones I, III, and IV, a total
of 1656 parachutes. The 109th has one direct exchange facility in

Saigon, which supports zones IIT and IV, and a direct exchange in Cam

- Ranh Bay, supparting zone 1I.

In addition to the “wo above missions, the 109th must also main-
tain a ‘certain nuﬁPer of LAPE3 (Low Altitude Parachute Fxtraction
System) and PLADS {Parachute Low Altitude Delivery System) kits com-
plete,rfor use in air drop. These gystems were fecently agdopted from
the Air Farce, | |

For the past fbur consecutive months, September thru December,
1966, a member of.the 109bh Alr Delivery Company has won the-&estin—
guished 1st L?sésti-cél Jonmand Soldier of the I@tﬁ; ' For the %n?nt.h
of September, /5 Bdgar Ray Jr., RA 1981808l since ﬁ%éﬁbﬁé&"&d now
a member of the é23rd QM Go.; October, /5 Gary E Siden, US 55817669,
since promoted; Néyember, SP/L James G Lee, RA 15717235; and December,
gP/5 Richard Dunn, R4 19835659, since promoted.

(n 10 Decerier, the 109th was reassigned to tne 2758t Supply &
service Sattalion (08), comunded by ¥ay L WHeland, -ajor, <.

The 109th was siven its first heavy drop wission in Vietnaaw on
21 Zoverbor 1955, Alr drops were made on 21, 23, 27, and 23 Loverber;
a total of 123.29 short tons of JP-4 (aircraft fuel) and 19,20 short
tong of rations (meal combat individual) were delivered by air drop

in swport of compat operavions. 73 3" modular platforims and 24 A-22

containers were utilized in delivering tie above suply items.
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The 109th closed out 1966 with an eaerzency resupply mission on
31 December, The mission consisted of air -ronping 46,07 short tons
of class V supolies. A total of 55 A-22 containera were utilized in
rigging and dropping the supplies. Two 109th personnel, 3illy J.

Mathis, $8G 3-5, R4 14485630, and Donald B, daker, SP/4 E-4, RA

18742502, parachuted in, to act as recovery supervisors on this

nission,




Appendix I
doster of Xey Personnel

Somany Comanders
derbert It Mdmuel, 01844159, “ajor, 4
3 Febr uary 1905 - 20 July 19%
waristopher G Srotty, 05003581, 4ajor, O
20 July 1956 -

First Sergzeants
Ferald D Adams, MSGT E-8, HA 17175119
*10 September 1955 - 1 June 1966
John J NcNeil, ¥3GT E-3, RA 11193236
1 June 1366 -






