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The mission of the 109th Quartermaster Company (Air Deli very), 

as .tated in TOE 1O-407E, dated .16 December 1964, is to provide 

parachute packing, temporary storage and rigging of supplies and 

equij:lllent for air drop by Army, Air Force, and/or other service air­

craft, and to render technical assistance in the recovery and evacua­

tion of Quartermaster air drop equij:lllent. At full strength the 109th 

is capable of: 

a. Requisitioning, receiving, storing, and preparing (to 

include packing of parachutes and rigging of loads) 200 tons daily 

of selected items of all classes of supplies and equij:lllent for air 

drop by free, high velocity, or low velocity drop techniques. 

b. Maintaining prescribed levels of Quartermaster air 

drop equipnent and selected items of all classes of supplies and 

equij:lll9nt required for airdrop operations. 

c. Perfonning organisational maintenance on TOE air drop 

equij:lllent, and providing direct exchange for personnel and cargo 

parachutes used in Army aircraft. 

d. Assisting, as required, in the loading of supplies in 

aircraft for air drop, and the ejection of supplies from aircraft in 

flight. 

e. Supplementing, when necessary, the capabilities of other 

units engaged in parachute packing, parachute maintenance and air 

drop support operations, and providing technical assistance in re­

covery and evacuation of air drop equipnent. 
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.' The 109th, as organized, has four Air Delivery o~rating platoons, 

each having a total capability of supporting all aspects of a mission 

independently (except for ~ss, supply, and administrative support), 

an Air Delivery office which has operational control over the operating 

platoons, and a company Headque.rtere which has command control over 

all elements, providing supply, maintenance, mess, and administrative 

support for the company as a whole. At full strength this unit has 

6 officers, 4 warrant officers, and 257 enlisted personnel. 

The 109th was stationed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, from 20 

September 1965 to 22 July 1966, assigned administratively to U. S. 

Army Garrison, and operationally to Support ~ommand, 10lst Airborne 

Division. The unit's primary mission at Fort Campbell was the sUJ:Port 

of Air Force Phase II & III crew training. This mission consisted 

of rigging heavy drop loads, assisting in loading the platforms onto 

the C-130 aircraft, providing personnel to fly with the aircraft, and 

recovering the loads and Quartermaster air drop equipnent from the 

drop zone. A float of no less than 65 completely rigged loads wes 

maintained at all times as back-Up for the mission, and approximately 

600 cargo pa~chutes maintained in a packed condition. During the 

period 1 January 1966 to 10 JUT," 1966, a total of almost 600 heavy 

drop loads were rigged, air dro [,ped, and recovered by the 109th in 

support of the mission. Support of the mission by the 109th was dis­

continued on 10 June 1966, the I09th preparing for overseas movement. 

From approximately 15 April 1966 to 15 June 1966, the 109th·was 

~volved in the field testing of the Pettibone 10,000 lb capacity 

2 

-----------------'--- -_ .. -----_._---



Terrain FOrK Lift and the Anthony 6,000 lb capa­

Terrain. Two of each type were shipped to the wrlt from 

Government &lcperimental Test Aeency, Fort Lee, Virginia. An officer 

and NCO were sent from ~~A to observe and direct the tests, and a 

trained civilian sent from Fort Eustis, Virginia, to train the 109th's 
mechanics on maintenance of th~ fork lifts. The wrlt provided the 

drivers and mechanics necessary to insure 24-hour operation of the 

fork lifts, five days a week, during the two-month period. The 10,000 
lb Pettibone proved to be especially valuable to the 109th both in 

loading heavy drop loads onto the wrlt's trarulJXlrt vehicles for deli­

very to the aircraft and in the speedy recovery of the loads from the 

drop zone. Both of the two ty~es of fork lifts are now available in 

the supply system. 

On/about 1 May 1966, the 109th received its overseas 'movement alert 
orders. The Air Force Phase II & III Crew Training Mission was dis­

continued on 10 June and the fork lift test terminated on 15 June. 

By 5 July, the unit's equipnent had departed Fort Camrbell. On 20 

July a change of command ceremcny was held, Major Herbert R. Kimmel, 

QMC, relinquishing command to then Captain ChristoJ:her C. Crotty, QMC. 

Major KilJlJJlel commanded the 109th from 8 February 1965 to 20 July 1966. 

On 21 and 22 July 1966, the main body of the 109th departed Fort 

Campbell, nyiny by commercial jet, and on 23 July 1966, boarded the 

U.S.N.S. General John N Pope, and departed Tacoma, Washington, on the 

same day. 

A 2O-man advanced party also acted as the rear detachment, re­

maining at Fort Campbell till 2 Au[Ust 1966. The advanced party was 
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for turning in all remaining station property, transferring 

etc. On 1 August 1966, Brigadier General ~~thison, U.S. 

Garrison Commander, Fort Campbell, noticed the 109th's motto, 

"The World is our Drop Zone", painted artistically on the 60 foot 

water tcwer at the corner of 47th Street and Kansas Avenue; volun­

teers were assembled from the l09th advanced party, and the water 

tower received a new coat of paint on 1 August. At 1200 hours, 2 

.b.ugust, the advanced party departed Fort Campbell k:l!\Y Airfield, 

aboard an Air Force C-130 ITercules. 

The ad-van,ced party arrived at Cam Ranh 3a,y at 1400 hours, 5 August 

1966. It WaS determined that the 109th '.as a3signed to the 96th Supply 

& Service 3attalion (DS) commanded by Lt Sol Arthur J. Gregg, and that 

the main body of the l09th was not expected until sooetime in September. 

Land-clearing operations began on 8 August on the extreme northern 

end of the Cam Ranh Peninsula, approximately five miles north of Cam 

Rant Bay Air Field, in the vicinity of the 6th Convalescent Otntor. 

By 1200 hours, Thursday, 11 .'Ille,'Ust, the advanced party was able to 

begin pitching tents (G.P. Large) for the accomodation of the !:lain 

body, which arrived in Cam Ranh :Jay at 0700 hoors, 12 August 1966. 

The l09th remained in its original area for two days, then on 

Sunda.Y, 14 August, moved approximately one mile south, onto the hill 

ove~looking the 6th Convalescent Center and the South China Sea. 

3;; t!le middle of October, ':loth the 10;?th and its support unit, 

the 623rd ~! Co (llZ:<&!) , had co!"',st!'Uctc:i ane'. ::-.oved ir:to prefabl'i.cated 

tropicalized billets, and the ope!'ati0nal area "as cooplcted by the 

1st of !;ovembe:::'. 
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operational area, a.s i t no~' exists , consists of two 

long mainten~~ce tents which are used for parachute packing, 

one 100 foot t~nt used for organizatio!!s.l !l1?intenance. Eesides 

the tents, there is about 50,000 square feet of outsice storage s~ace. 

The, l09th, because of the necessity of l'ig,:;in<; a.~d "toring class V 

surr,lies, ~'as forced. to oetoblish its riSgill€ lines in the lu~-Air 

Force ]$P, located scuth of the Cam Ranh :Say Airfield. e.nd approxi-

matel,)' 10 road ~lcs from the 109th area proper. There are two rigginc 

lines, covered by r.!aintenance t~nts. Stor"'~ space, at present, is 

inadequate, b)lt improve::~nts (U'e pler.ned. 

3y 7 !lovember, all personnel and equipment of the 383d :;'H Detaoh-

ment (AS) were effectivel;; moved from Saigon to Cam Ranh B~, and were 

attached to the l09th. This detachment was originally f~ed at Fort 
., 

. Lee, Virginial its personnel then coming from the l09th, ~ch was 
. , ' \ 

stationed at Fort Lee until 20 September 1965. The 383d ~eparted 
: 

CONUS in June 1965. 

',ii th the additional perao!'.nel of the 383d, the l09th now r..as a 

capability of rieging 250 short tons per day. 

~be l09th now has the responsibility of maintaining and storing, 

in a packed condition, approximately 5,000 cargo parachutes to be used 

in support of various contigency plans. The unit is capable of rigging 

250 shcrt tons per d~ over an indefinite period of time, the restraining 

factors being availability of back-up air item supplies and the avail-

abili ty of aircraft. 
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unit is responsible for providing direct exchange on all Ar~ 

em~reency plU'achutes in combat zones II, III, md IV, a total 

parachutes. The 109th has one direct exchan6~ facility in 

Saieon, which supports zones III and IV, and a direct exchange in Cam 

Ranh Eay, supporting zone II. 

In a,idi tion to the t'Wo above mIssions, the 109th must also main-

tain a certain nUrlb"! of =-,\r:;:; (Low Alti tude Parachut." Sxtractior. 

Lw Altitull~ D0li very Sjstem) Y.i ts com-

plete, for usc in air d.r0Y.. ~he8e syst.;:rJs were recer.tlJ· adopted from 

the Air Force. 

POI' the past four consecutive n:ontl:s, Sept<mbe= thru December, 

1966, "- P.li!robGL' of the 109th Air Deli ver; '~ompa!'lY hp.s '.01". the distin-

guished 1st Logistical CO'!'J'1a11G. Soldier of the Month. POl' th~ conth 

of September, SP5 Edgar Raj' Jr., lli 19818081, since pl'omoted and no'W 

a member of the 623rd QM Co.; October, SP5 Gary E Siden, US 55817669, 

since promoted; November, SP4 James Glee, lli 15717235; and December, 

SP5 Richard Dunn, RA 19835£G<), since promoted. 

en 10 December, the 10' th was reassigned to the 278th Supply & 

Service 3attalion (0S), cor.;·~anded bo' i:8J L '.ieland, :UJ I Q.l'!G. 

The l09th was given its first heavy drop mission in Vietnam on 

21 November 1966. Air drOl1s 'Were made on 21, 23, 27, and 28 November; 

a total of 123.29 short tons of JP-4 (aircraft fuel) a.'ld 19.20 short 

tar.s cf rations (meal combrct individual) were deli v·: red by air drop 

in s::CPl'ort of coobat o>,,,;:a U ons. 13 S I modular plc.tfol'lIls and 24 A-22 

contain"rs were u tiliz0G. in duliverin!; the above su, ;11y i te:ns. 
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109th closed out 1966 with an emergency resupply mission on 

December. The mission consisted of air dropping 46.07 short tons 

of Class V supplies. A total of 56 A-22 containers were utilized in 

rigging and dropping the supplies. Two 109th Personnel., Billy J. 

Mathis, SSG E-6, RA 144856.30, and Donald E. Baker, SP4 E-l., RA 

18742502, parachuted in, to act ae recovery supervisors on this 

mission. 
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SUPPLJ~T TO UNIT HISTORY 

January 1967 - 31 December 967 

During the second week of the year 1967 the 1C9th went through e:xtensi ve 

preparations in order to bring its stocks up to da' e after the air drops of the 

previous year. In1ioodiately thereafter, the unit w; s subjected to a Command 

Maintenance Management Inspection and passed it wi; h an outstanding acore in 

both material and maintenance operation. 

Our first distinguished visitor of the year l' 67 was the United States 

~ Vietnam L:ommander, General William C. Ivestmor, land. He was very delighted 

and impressed with the location and the set up of 'he unit and its billeting 

facilities. At the time of his visit here General Westmoreland stated that he 

had asked for and air delivery unit in Vietnam in rder to "relieve the load on 

the helicopters". He asked our commanding officer if ws could t:erform our TOE 
, 

mission of 250 short tons a day. In the subsequen ' mnths of the year the 

General obtained his answer by means of actual exp rience. 

In the month of March the unit was given the \ission to participate in a 

test drop conducted by the U.S. Air Force. Fifty -22 containers were rigged 

and delivered to Ton Son Ihut Air Base for the tap Two rigger-qualified 

t:er9onnel accompanied the air drops. In the latte' part of the month of March 

the unit conducted two air drop missions which con isted of 31 short tons of 

different classes of supplies. 

The primary mission of the unit was put to a est during Oferation Junction 

City during the month of April. A total of 551.25 short tons were dropped in a 
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AboI't span of time. fih ·.le the unit Was involved in preparing for the 

drop missions, ·::;enera1 Vlllb, Deputy Commanding General of 1st Logis­

tical Conmand crune to pay us a courteGY visit and observe the operation'. 

Durbg the latter portion of the month General Dtn'l, Y.ACV J4 ca.'1le to visit the ; . 

air delivery center. Since Operation Junction C1'7 vas the first operation 

vhere a large amount of air drops vera used, many interested officers wanted to 

get a first ha!ld explanatbn 'Jf the unit capabilities and mission. It vas also 

during Operation Junction Cit;; that the 109th made the largest 24-hour air c''':'op 

in the Air Delivery field. !'tV') hundred and three short tons were dropped the.'1. 

The month of May bega.'l :meventflllly until the very last veek when Admlre.l 

U.S. Grant Sharpe Jr., Cor.unander in Chief of the Pacific and Air ~arshall 

Sir Rochford Hughes, Command,er of the Britioh Far East Air Force, Royal Air 

Force, honored our unit vith their visits. 

During the month of June Major Albert B. LanIer Jr. took command of the 

unit from Major Christopiler C. Crotty who had com~,Jeted his tour in Vietnalli. 

Major General Dwight F. Beach, COl!lmallding General United States A:rarJ Pacific 

visited our unit during June a!'1d the subsequent month a complete turn over of 

personnel took place vithin tr:e stt't\ctu.!'e of the unit. Also during August 

Specialist Fourth Class Gregory J Frunz wus selected Soldier of the Month for the 

United States Army Support Col1::lB.l1d at Cam Ranh Bay and vent on to obtain the 

1 st Logistical award for the smne achievement 001>' this time surpassing all 

other troopers vithin the T.ogistl.cal Comnand. 

The first pcrtion of te," year 1967 vi th its sporadic air drops and im­

porta.'lt dignataries proved b be very :lull in comparison iii tho the numerous 
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~'OUI~ received and successfully accomplished during the latter part. 

'3 September 1967 the unit received orders to JOOve fifty-three riggers 

and enough equipnent to rig CD5 and LUES for an indefinite period of time. 

The mission assigned to the detachment was to support the Marine Corps at 

Khe 5anh out of a base of operations located at Da Nang Air Force Base. 

On 10 September personnel and equipment were returned from Da Nang after 

having successfully air delivered five hundred and thirty-eight short tons 

of construction material which was used for repairing the Khe 5anh Airfield. 

The unit received a congratulatory message from Lieutenant General Cushman, 

Commanding General, III MAF, Da Nang, for a job well done in the air drop 

at Khe 5anh. Two weeks after our personnel returned from DB Nang the unit, 

once more, received the mission to move perwonnel and equipment to Da Nang 

for another air drop mission. Upon arrival at Ia Nang, after being airlifted 

there, the detachment began rigging and dropping class II and IV supplies. 

By the end of September a total of 124.3 short tons of supplies had been 

dropped into Khe Sanh. The mission at DB NAng continued while the remainder 

of the unit at Cam Ranh Bay received a number of air drop missions which 

brought our total dropped in support of the Marine Corps At Khe Sanh to 

2,071 short tons. 

It was during 6ctober that the unit lost Specialist Fourth Class 

Charles L. Baney who died in a crash of a C-1:30 at Khe Sanh. Specialist 

Baney was flying the Aircraft as An inspector in order to insure the proper 

rigging of the aircraft. It W&s also during October that the unit was 
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d to the COlllllalld Maintenance Management Inspection. Once 1OOl'e our 

came through with flying colors. 

The new month brought a new Battalion COlll!ll!Ulder, LTC William G. Laub. 

Both LTC Laub and LTC Weiland, the departing Battalion Commander, visited the 

unit in order to familiarize the new commander Iod.th our operation. 

The 383d Quartermaster Detachment, which had been attached to the 109th 

since early 1966 was ordered to move to Bien Hoa to begin operations as a 

separate air delivery unit. 

With the departure of the 383d Quartermaster Detachment and visit of 

President Lyndon B. Johnson to Cam Ranh Bay the 109th Quartermaster Company 

spent another year in Vietnam. 

U. S. Army MililalY HISLOIY III$lllute 
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