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SUBJECT: . OperatIonal Report for Quarterly Period En~ing 30 April L968 
(RCS CSfOR-65) (BC) . 

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION. 

Location: Vicinity CU CHI, CU CHI Base Camp (XT64715J), RVN 
Reporting Officer: Major General F. K. Mearns 
Prepared by: Major Richard A Baun, Cotmlandlng Officer, 18th Mlt Det 

1. (C) SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

a. Operations 

,c\ 

the ~\~ 
() . 

(1) General. The IITropic Lightningtr Division continued its 1967-68 Dry 
Season Campa~gn ~uring the course of this. report,ing period. The missioR of 
Division in the Dry Season Campaign is specified -1n 25th Infantry Division 
OPLAN. 17-67 (l967-61t DRY SEASON.CAMPAIGNPLAN-DRYSIiCAl') •. The 'mission is to 
conduct military operations' in the Divisional ra:cttea! Area of '01?erational 
Interest (TAOI), to assist GClvernment of Vietnam (GYN) forces in military 
pacification o'f LONG AN, HAU NGHIA and BINH DUONG Provinces, to :secure allied 

" .. base areas and to control resources, particu,la:t;ly food, and to neutralize 
War Zone "0".. The Dry· Season Campaign had commenced 1 November 1967 and 
progressed through'Phase I and Phase II prior to the beginni:lg of this re­
porting period. Phase III commenced 1 February 1968. 
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(b) Dental patients. seen - 9,186 

1 Dental examinaticns - 7,916 

~ Other (extractions, etc.) - 1,270 

( c) Supply ancl. Servi ce 

1 Line itEmS issuecl. -6,6:..'9 

~ Short tonnage total - 26.5 

.2. MllDCAP line itEmS issued': 1,525 

1t Short tonnage total - 5.5 

j, Bulk pharmacy itElllS issued - 2,$00 

2. Eyegl!\sse.s ordered (pairs) ;.. 1~55 

1 Maintenance WJrk orders re~Eii ved - 104 

.!!. It>rk orders. completed - 84 

£ Work orders rEmaining' at - Z) errl of 
report period 

(9) Tr ansportation Office. 

. (a) Highway continues to be the primary mode of 
transportation for the resupply of OJ au, TAY NUll, and UAU TImG 
base camps. Followine is a breakdown of regular ~e6upply oonvoys 
operated in eA:Sion area: 

~ . 

~ rtv. 1 eu CHI - SAiGON convoys 

,I::::,lff / ~ .!! Total convoys - 182 rf V !z -or of oon~,. p" d.,. - 2 

f{ .5. Total vehicl.ee/~19.0~~ 
distribution - 3.500 

.E: NwlbeI' of vehicles involved in unit 

~ SAIGON/OJ CHI- TAY NUH con<h>ys 

.!! ... ~9:t;U-. ~nvoys - 179 .... t'.:i'D 
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i (c) KOLFKOLE (1.3 May - 7 Dec~em;;;!b:(l!';'~1~96r,;7~)----. 

HAU s ~~fAa~nT~~s~~~y season operation which took pla~ in 

Bri ad.' oVinces. During this quartet' the 2d 
g e. 25th Int an try Division continu.,:l on KOLEXOLE' ""'-

, missiot1l ot KOIJ1I{OLE was to corIlu ,,' , ," l·ue 
lW units along th Ori ..... al". ve 0 eratJ.ona "Binet 

.. , , e eU" ..... ver from TAY NINH' to UG J. 

li
prOVidetseourity tor engineer activities' deny the VC Use ., f 

nes 0, communications in the TADI. d,e 
operlttions in the TAOI.' • an reinforce ,Vietnamese 

In tbvember and December 1967 til t ' 
, Vity ot the 2i Briglld . 01 ' . ' e mos sigm.fi<:ant. llcti-

securi ty of the" e J.n per at::.on KOLEKOLE Was cErltered m'ouni 

I\
LOC 'IHAm (,XT 4.3engi6 neer. ope, rat, ion Ofr rebu1,lding, rout" 10 from 

, " 16) to B..oTRAI (XT 5~4) and 1>-'= Plo 
~ions near THAI MY (XT 5415) Two' '\OllIe w er 
WElI!S aProN to th • of th 2d &:'I . ons 
1.39074) d~= ' e 1st Brigade in an opera on near OONG BE YO 

lIlIOum. of 'aci.i";~YNOVElllber and this account.,:l for the ~SlnaU 

TWI·:rch~~~!!v:Le::tyO~~:~::~967' much of the 0peration's 

US control remained "status quo" duri ~~aI;leSe Gov err.rnen~ and ' 
, " mobilit St' .... 1 i ng s period of reduced 

14 died '" • (,,,W),st cally, US casualties,wllre 144 KIA. 
oJ. l«)urxl.a 00 "d 876 WI' ',', 

I!lA (aC) 7971;0 PW a:n ~ R?I (}j~~rsed to the VC 1nsi3es of 
the loss of:u'ly , ch ' .'lhe enemy also suffered 

mUMcll.tion&:in~e ~·W' ~_~~~,}n;::'Ption 01', lines of COIl-
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1.. (C) Significant: Organizational. Activities.,: . 0.. . 

a.. Operations. 
I ' , 

. . 

(1) GEneral. There were:' seven rn!!.1or operations (battalion 

11&e or larger) ani' 716 smell unit actioJ;ls co!¥iucted'by the 25th Infantry 

»lY1s1on dur1.ne the qUarter. All rn!!.1or operations and 219 of the small 

~. _ionl relulted in eD!IIILY contact. '," 

, ' 

, (2) 1he 25th Infantry DiVision Monsoon 'Ct.lllpaign lhich began 

in Mq, coIltinue1 into this reporting period until the beginning of the 

~19670068 JJr.;r Slu:p~ffio in December. The Iiliss10n of the division in . 

i;beDry Seaaon csmp .. iiin· ooIidUdt Qfrensiw operations with emphasis 

11:1, w.., 1Dne C,tc,deetl'oY VCjNVA forces ani inetelllttions, to secure lines 

t;i~ 4C11111aunic .. t!.o~ (LOCII), to support the Goverrment. of VietNam (GVN) 

Rew'lutionary D~lopllent, ProgI'EIll ani to reinforce Free WorldMili tary . 

AlliatallCe Forces 8l:ld GVN torces as directed, and to prevent. VC rice 

taxat,1On., harvesting or transportation Within the DivisionIs Tactical, , 

Area ot Interest (TAOt). Within the DivisionIs TADI during the reporting 

period, oper,atione KOLllKDLE, BARKING SAlJDS, DIAM:lND W~AD, ATLAI'ITA, ani 

CAMDEN w.re CI)I'lcJ.w.:1,·· and operations fWtATOGA M:i YE.".l.OWS'IDNE are prcsentl; 

being conducts:!.. ' , 
, 
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. The base camp designated for th 
2nd rigade lay just outside the . age 
of Cu hi, an agricultural h et 20 
miIGs no west of Saig and 18 miles 
from the Ca dia order.· The land is 
flat and dry, use 'madly for cattle and 
ve etable far n. Its tegic importance 
lies in th act that it stan tween 
the V' Cong stronghold in the . rth and 
S on t e seat of the South Vietnamese 

ttack. 
Directly northeast of the base camp 

stands the infamous I-In Bo Woods, a patch 
of heavy forest perennially used as an 
enemy hiding place. To the north lies War 
Zone C, a triple canopy jungle reported to 
be the Viet Cong command center for the 
whole country, and to the south of the base 
camp the Oriental River flows quietly, 
carrying infiltrated men, supplies and 
equipment between the Viet Cong bases. 

In two months of heavy action, Tropic 
Lightning troops slashed their way through. 
enemy emplacements and tunnel systems 
until they had firmly established a 
fortified enclave from which the Division 
could safe . 

"wo hundred and fifty miles north of 
eu Chi, the 3rd Brigade Task Force at Pleiku 
was making history by opening the Viet Cong 
controlled Highway 19, allowing tons of vital 
supplies to flow through. 
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