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SUBJECT: - Opefational Reporﬁ for Quarterly Period Eﬁding-BO April l§68
(RCS CSFOR-65) (BG) - )

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION.

- Location: Vicinity CU GHI, CU CHI Base Camp (XT647153), RVN
Réporting Officer: Major General F. K. Mearns - o
Prepared by: Major Richard A Baun, Commanding Officer, 18th MH Det

1. (0) SIGNIFIC.AN’]_?. ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES
a. Operations

(1) General. The "Troplc Lightning" Division continued its 1967-68 Dry
Seagon Campalgn during the course of this. reporting period. The mission of the

- Division in the Dry Season Campaign ia specified in. 25th Infantry Division

© OPLAN. 17-67 (1967-68 DRY SEASON .CAMPAIGN PLAN-DRYSECAP). ' The mission is to

- conduct military operations in the Divisional Tactical Area of ‘Operational

_ Interest (TADL), to assist Government of Vietnam (GVN) forces in military

‘pacification of LONG AN, HAU NGHIA and DINH DUONG Provinces, to ‘secure allied
.~base areas and to control resources, particularly food, and to neutralize
- - War Zone "€N".: -The Dry Season Campaign had commenced 1 Novémber 1967 and
progressed through' Phase I and Phase II prior to the beginning of this re-
porting period. Phase III commenced 1 February 1968.
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(b) Dental pata.ert.s see.n- 9 186
1 Dental examn.nat:.uns - Ty 916

2 Ot.her (e}doractions, ete,) = 1,270

(c) Supply and Service

1 Line items issued - 6 629

2 Swort tomage total - %5
3 MEDCGAP line {tens issusd -'31,"525
L4 Short tomnage total - 545 |
Ij_ Bulk pharmacy items iséued-‘- _ﬁ_,aaq
[ Eyagle_.s_se.é ordéred (pairs) -~ -’+55l
7 - Malntenance work orders received - 104

a Work orders completed - 81; :

b Vrk orders remaining st ~ 20 erd of
report period

(9) Tr anspor tabion Office.,
| (a) Highway continues to be the primary mode of

transportation for the resupply of O CHI, TAY NIMNi, and DAU TIRNG
base camps, Following is a breakdown of. regular resupply convoys

opgraf?g in e&i sion area: .
t A 1 cu GHI SAIGON CONVOys

_ Tota.l COTVOYS = 182

I

1152

Munber of convoys per d;y -2

Total Vehicleggl9,025

Nun_ber. of vehicles involved in unit’

1o

-ln-

-2-1 SAIGON/CU CH-II - TAY NLM oom}oys

_g Toii;g%@n\roys - 179
‘b  Mmber of nvoys per day ~ 2
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upit aotions resulted in enemy contact,

' (c) KOLEKOLE (13 May - ,
; - : ‘ ay = 7 December 1967},
_ Hﬂés nﬁﬁﬁﬁgnﬁﬁs Nf N;‘agly v;-taaeson operation which took glezxz:c in
: L ial ovinces, During this guarter, th
- Eriisiiade, §5th Infantry Division continued on KOI?B{OLE.}’(ThZ 2
. E_Hnio: of KOLEXOLE was to comduch nffensive operstions sgsinst
provide slorg the Oriental Tiver fram TAY NINH to DUG HOL;
 provide security for enginoer activitics; deny the V0 use of
- atio ; . - - ‘
Opm'atiéns _in the Ti0I, e TAOI; and I‘?in.for..e \Yiebnamese

In hbv;a:tnb'er'and December, | " |
» 1967, the most significart actiw
:izgrgi the d Brigade in Operation KOLEKOLE was ,l;laltered ;rcztn:l
¥ of the e;x%inear operation ofzrebuilding route 10 from

~ LOC THAMH (XT 4316) to B0 TRAL (XT
. 1 5204) and Rome Plo :
.wetinng nea;} tOTHAI MY (XT 5415). Two of thﬁm‘m
o) o the 1st Brigade eration near SONG BE (YU
uring early November and this accounted for the small

‘amount of activity. .

et e Y \

10T Ve wan previay e e T e o e
us wntro%iﬁ?ﬁnﬂ",st atus quo" during Erﬁm;:?igﬁv ;zrm:nt and
ground mo . OStatistically, US casualties.wire

o - "W 144 KI4
gkt s (50, o £ g 50 Ko

: o ’ 1S, The ememy al

the 1083 of supply cach - The enemy also suffered
mﬁiﬁ,&tiomj'mﬁ M.Q%;,Tﬁ,‘gg?ﬁngrerﬁptiun of, :L?._nes of com=

T0: SEE DI STRIBUTION

location: Vicinity O G, U GiI Base Camp (XT647153), RVH
Reporting Offtcer: Major General F. K, Mearns

Prepared by: Captaln Sidney P. Stone, @, 18th Military
History Det achment ' _ R

1.. (C) significant OrgﬁZational Act}i\rities..-" C//[ :
| a. 70peir_'atd.-ona. ' | SR

. (13 ‘ G_en‘nral." There were seven major operations (bé.ftalion
sise or larger) ad 716 smell unit actions corducted by the 25th Infantry
Division during the quarter, A1l major operations and 219 of the small

I R (2) The 25th Iafantry Division Monsoon ‘Cumpaign which began
in May, continued into this reporting peri until the beginmming of the
196768 Dry-3 aign in December, The mission of the division in
the Dry Season Campalgn: (o co nsive operations with emphasis
ip War Zone C, to.destroy VC/NVA forces and indtsllations, to secure lines
of cotimunications (LoCts), to support the Govermment of VietNam (GWN)
Revolutionary Development Program ard to reinforce Free World Military

Assistance Forces and GVN forces as directed, and to prevent VCrice
the Division's Tactical =

t axation, harvesting or transportation within

Ares of Interest (TAOL). Within the Division's TAOL during the reporting

period, operations KOLEKOLE, BARKING SAMDS, DIAMOND Hi#AD, ATLANTA, ard __

GAMDEN were concluded, and operations SARATOGA and YELLLOWSTONE are presentl;
" being conducted. . . - : -




" /2nd rigade lay just outside the yitfage '\

[ imiles northwest of Saigoarind 18 miles '

.| flat and dry, usedaimarily for cattle and

eq

Cu Chi

The base camp designated fdf'th -

of Cu™Chi, an agricultural hapatet 20

" from the Camhodiagsorder. The land is

- vegetable farpafng. JTts™secategic importance
lies in theAact that it stan tween
- the Vief Cong stronghold in theTrorth and |.
- Syton) the seat of the South Vietnamese |

FRient: i ject.of attack.
“ Directly northeast of the base camp
\stands the infamous o Bo Woods, a patch
of heavy forest perennially used as an.

{ enemy hiding place. To the north lies War

Zone C, a triple canopy jungle reported to

be the Viet Cong command center for the

- whole country, and to the south of the base
camp the Oriental River flows quictly,
carrying infiltrated men, supplics and

uipment between the Viet Cong bases. .
~In two months of heavy action, Tropic

Y Lightning troops slashed their way through -

enemy emplacements and tunnel systems

- until they had firmly established a

fortified enclave from which the Division
could safely opesate: —
Two hundred and fifty miles north. of
Cu-Chi, the 3rd Brigade Task Force at Pleiku
was making history by opening the Viet Cong
controlled Highway 19, allowing tons of vital
supplies to flow through. :
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