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SUBJJWT: Combat. Operations After Action Report (Operation YEl[J.ClwsrotHt') 

Artillery Regt~ 18 uard Bri. 680th Training He NVA Div, S2d Rear· 
Services Group, and po b1e elements of h NVA Div. The total strength 
of these units was estillw betw ,000 and 14,000; however, in late 
November1967, the. 9th VO D ved into Northwestern Binh Long Province and 
other units were dispe down_ battalion~size units throughout Wal'Zone 
IIC". Initially t pattern of ac ty was to defend supply arees Ilnd to 
fight delay ons, allowing COSVN Ho ve north aCT.'0SS the Cambodian 
Border. ce this was accomplished, enellW s conducted counter sweep 
o~ ons and attacks on friendl base" 

b. War Zone "0" is characterized by extremely htlllVY jungle vega­
and occasionn1 open areas. The hydrography of the area 1.s restricted 

to two sllIAll streams which had little effect on friendly or eneUly movement. 
The terrain was heavily dotted w.i.th trenches Ilnd fortifications. The h'rgest 
concentrations appeared to be in headquarters end cache areas just south of 
the Cambodian Border. 

c. In the first week of the Oper~tion. friendly units met w-lth little 
• en6m.Y resistance. l10st of the contact was limited to· -'". fire h"rraas-

ment and prob' - s. Intelligence indicllte CCBllN HQ and its secu-
rity guard units were 10cl'l h". probllbly mOVing across the 
border. Other unit dispositions OCIl unknown; however, it was 
suspected that elements 0 NVA 7th Div were disperse ... e south and east 
of KATUM. There wer signs of amass exodus of War Zone "C", upon the 
8"''''''''' 1 of US s. 

d. SignificDnt contacts during the operetion were generally with 
company or smaller aimed units defending base camps. There were a few instan­
cesof enellW units attacking ARVN or FdF during sweeps, but the rity of 
acti'Vity v t w.i.th VC/NVA units in heavily fo ed base cnmps 
or forward defensive posi _ Enemy tactics were -I- ake the operation as 
costly ss possible while commit. minimum er of troops. Helll<1de ex-
tensive use of indirect fire, employin » 82mm. and 120mm mortai's. and 
122mm rockets. These attacks were er~l ed for harrassing purposes, 
attempting to inflict casual and destroy BUPP ather than to support 
ground attacks. Reweve e en6m.Y did on two occasions rate a. capa-
bility +-0 conduct ti-bp.ttc>lion att8ck on friendly FSBs. 

e. The en6m.Y employed AT mines on Route 4~,-" 
traps were conspi b <:.heir absence. 

• c.sches 

f. Significant 

(1) 
cont01ntng 

'lm.~c XT 289 938 located three 
The Lot0r eV8cuated. 
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