_ anring the first half of -Febw™: . .-
‘ruary units of. the brigade fought 4o vegain(Tan Hou, Tan Bhu Trung, and o 0
.. Ap Cho " Then on 20 February the btrigade moved :to the Hog Mot -district. -
. where 1t sssumed the defenae of the gorthweat gpprosch.toSalgon., The = -~

. forward FDC of the Eighth Artillery preceded the ‘rigade. by three days ' .
" @nd- conmenced gperations from Fire Support Base Harrisol. . When Oper=- ' -

“ ation Seratogs ended on 10 March ‘the battalion found that 1t directed . -
its own units and reinforcing ‘artillery in the expendliture of 109,909 ' . =
rounds,’ a.measure of__.'i;_tl_l‘e-l-::!.p_‘tﬁngj.ty'9@_':the actlion. - A R
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A and then foiled his plan to 1solate inter

Underway nearly 2 months

aratoga yncreased pressure on the enemy

before the Ted offensive operation

Saigon. One of the largest range in

lightning
operations should undertaking Saratoga saw tropic soldiers engaged from the
Bin
Cambodian border to Saigon. In Tainin and Duan provinces did the lst brigade.
6o

A participation lasted from{Egb. 25th to March)24th in spite of alert and

aggressive combat sweeps the brigade made little contact. CHarlies battle plans

had drawn him to the south where Saigon loomed as the glittering prize.

By March 24th the body count was 58, 3 enemy soldiers had been captured. Posted
i

in the Hakmine area ' to dispute Vietcong passage and to keep the way open to

civilians and"free world forces" the 3rd brigade found far more enemy to deal with
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20
than had the lst brigade. Action flared up early during the afternoon.of Feb. 9th
the 2nd battalion 27th wolfhounds were attacked by an estimated Eattalion of
Vietcong. The fire fight claimed a 102 enemy lives. About the same time the
next day a task force composed of two companies of the lst of the 27th and a
company of the third and fourth calvary came under fire from the vietcong forces
of underdetermined size. Tﬁe forces large enough to leave a 105 bodies in front
of the task force guns. They complemented their effort from the previous morning
when the task force killed a.176 Vietcong. After third brigade dominance of the
area had been proved again action tapered off to rac.?. fire and skirmisghing,

Even before Tec? began the 2nd brigade seemed to be in the eye of the storm

for operation Saratogal
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The yao.r 1968 bega.n amidst the ‘fire and qteel of Operation Saratoga .
“which had commenaed in Deosmber 1967, . The cperation gathered momentum -
; 4n’ January with the 2d PBrigede of the 25th Infantry Divielon and its '
- dirgol, auppert ar'b:lllery, ‘the 1t Battalion 8th Béetd Av-tillery, finde
ing ti : :

,th ;er and 1n t.ho Ho Bo w::odq. ¥

/.. The: ‘l';*finrco ﬂgh'bing of the yaar in tho br.lgade arsa directly

ginvolved “the’ Automtio Eighth. Fire: Bupport ‘Base Forpeat, located LAY

; n'. ‘Bang,“accupied slements of(lst Batw | | :
: '«2'71'-11 Ini‘an‘cry a.nd sTy A, 1/8th Artillery,)) c.me under heavy Q A
. Y umi ground ‘attack.in the early ‘hours of 10 Jantary; . The bate
&Y, o tory fought 'back, naking’ effeotive use ‘of Killer Junior, a technique

i} © utiliaing! close~in,t low’air bursts .of HE rounds with time fuzes, The
technioue had -anly reoently been developed by the bettailon and would
Tind much“-uao in defensive direct-fire missions,. After the tattle of |

4t was- mlled, the bodies of 108 enemy litidéred The perie
5. Hos : 86 had been killed by artillery fragrentas,

a; fighting - °°n*‘h‘“°dmw%ﬁamumw 15 atte st.- :
aad "that’the battalion made vy moves during those l}f“’ lk

‘one had tige‘to'notice things like anniverssries, January - M
eoond anniveraary of t.he ‘battalion's arrival in the Republic . Q /

anvary,’ th _‘ : throughout the brigade
i ayea’of operatio came under rockot and ‘mortam::
attack and Highway 4 ,




*" domers, 18 Dome Flows, 1 FAJAC, 15 tafks, 27 trucks, 31 SPC's and 7~

Y ONFIDERFIAL, - % -
(1,Fetruary. to 3iWHy 68) sould soe a nti?rtl}aticn »T operations with
.the emphasie placod - i : i . 31w

“The exzoition of SICUTNGA underwont significant changes in the
lagt hslf of Jmusry with the gradusl bulldup of NVA/VG forces in the
threé province area propatory to the TE rffonsiva, The operation T
took on an entirely differcnt aspect with the launching of the enauy's
TEP Offenslve on 30~31 Jmuary 1968, ‘esedalal..ansabawdcmnleinde t.o

ra rodenlo LG ouw RareGl, 0 Q

SWHRC..  On 16 February, the'rd'Bri o

torminated its involvement in YELLOWSTNE to devcte all ils attertien
R s e e Bl o= A6 b Bl godorodmadmBiRATO0 A Al o

2 Grb@rernien: . LT N it ot 0] ot 1
omfirvebyndanBl I I0CL.  With the exseption of divialonal ciements ’

dstachod to the Capdtnal Milibary District (@) all divisional olo-
menss partilcipated in SUMICGL until 1te terminsticn 10 Mereh.

The emghasis in Operation SANATNGY between 1 _Freb:uary arrt 10
P! : ‘

aced on

SRR G e, LO I o GaZe To € ng allied baso
campe which had come under henvy attack and on mounting a countor
offenaive to destroy Z\WA/VC forces and installations in the nosthern
portion of the TACL, Concurrently with this phrse of SiIMCG.,
divisional elements werc sent inté tho Crpitnal Militory Pebrices o
asslst with the defense of Spigon, Ton Son Mt Adr Brse, eoc., ol
to clear enemy forces out of the ‘O3,

Nebails of the sigfﬂ.ficﬁnt oraenizationdl operatirns of JATNTCGA
_are ineluded in (ombat Cperctionsg .ifter [cbicn Reports sbtoachol to

-“-this re—ort ag TiB C,

+ Tho.final resulis of (roration SATATOGA were: US losses:” 374
KIA, 1855 WL ( 1184 evacuated); 2 ML, 2°0-1's, 50 helisnpters, 5 -

radio damaged: { asphalt distributor, 1 traotor, 2 tanks, 1 9omn 2,
16 ATC's, 5 trucks' and 1 helicoptar dostroyed,  Enemy losses: 3836~
KIL, 581 detaimses, 406 individual/wodnons, 150 crowiservid wodrons,
30 { pounds af documents, 18 rodtos, 8.8 tons of rice, 408% smell
wars rourds, 271 TFG.2 rounds, 400 p-ums of medicel surpliés and 5
telephones ceptured: 3 rallosy 2533 grenales; 171 5 tockots; artillery
and mortar rounds, 98 mines, 66147 smll arms rourds, &7 ¢luster bomb
vmits, 25 individual wespons, 113 crow-served weanons and 17 bonbs
destroyed, 1432 tactioal adr w:rtios were flown in syrpert of
SATATCGA, - _ _
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in the area and completing several engineering projects of rebilding

or congtructing road networks, US Special Forces (USSFg/CiV:U.ian' F
Irregular Defense Group (GI]I}S cemps and KATUM (XT3389) airfield, -

he of { Febtruary, the ist and 3rd PErigades were committed in
foree with supporting englneer: and cavalry units to YRLIOWSTONE,
However, the initiation of tho enemy tuildup in the southern portion
of the TAOI in mid January forced the ghndual redeploymont of the
ist arnd 3rd Brigade he-south, The commenceanent of the
sive —31 Januarv 1968 adecelerated the releployment
n5 assets were moved to support Operation SMUATEKAA and/or dotached to
the Capital Military District (@) for the defense of Saigon, Tap

Son Mut, ohic.

The 1st Brigadé was committed t6 YELLOWSTOME from 1 February -
until its temination on 24 February, Hewever, vheras the i
Brigade operated on 1 February with four maneuver battalions, ‘on 24 ﬂ
February it terminated operations with one maneuver battalion. The
ist Bridaze also commenced particlpation in Operation SARATOGA on
47 February' and was committed to both operations mneurrently until

24 February,

The 3rd Brigme terminated its activities. in YEIOWSTONE on 16
February after being commitbted to YRLLOWSTONE and $(MATOGA eoncurrently
on & February, The 3rd Scuadron, 17th Cavalry which had supported
the two brigades throughout the earliet phases of YELIOWSTONE was with-
drawn from the Operation on 2 February; but provided lirdted aerial
recomaissance on 4, 8 anl i5 February, .

Debails of significant activitics within YRLIOWSTONE for tho
period of this report arc contaired in the Combat Operations After
Lction Reports sttached to this report as T'B B,

The final results of Operation YELICWSTONE were:” US losses:
137 KLh, 1085 WIA (586 ovacusted); 14 APC's, 2:0-1i's, A1 helicoptersy
22 trucks, 4 tanks, 1 M55 Quad 50, 3 howitzers, 2 AVLB's, t Rome’Plow,
1 crane, 1 earth mover and 3 trailers damaged; 5 trucks, 2 taks,
12 AFC's, 1 Mi2 dister, 1 trailer, 1 sserch- light 1/4 ton #nd 7 heli- *
copters destroyed,’ Enemy losses: 1170 KI&, 482 detainees, 4L
individual weapons, 69 crew-served weapond, 36 pourda of docutints,
42765 rouds of small arms mmunitien, 14 120mm mortar rounds, &4
flare pistols, 179.8 tons of rice, 7 radios, 200 pourds uf-medical
supplies, 2 hand grenxles end 12” telephones crptured; 15686 grenades,
%97 mines, 43 cluster bomb units, A2 tombs, 562 artillery and mortar
rounds, 16515 small frms rounds, 3843 tons of rice, 1 truck =nd 3
telephones destroyed, , : _
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L total of 1201 tacbical Alr Force sorties were flown in support
of YELLOWSTORME,

{3) -Operation SQATOGA {8 December 1967 to 10 March 1968), This
operation, as previously discussed in the 25th Infantry Division
Operational Teport for the period 1 Movember 1967 to 31 January 1948, was
dirceted at the southern portion of the division T:0T ard was exocuted
concurrently with YELIOWSIOMNE in its earliar phases, Themission of
SLR.TCGL as specified by 25th Infantry Tvision OPLAN 19-67 was to
corduct operatioms in conjunction with RVN foreces to pacify pcrtions
of IOWG AN, DIMI DUONG and yall IGHIA Provinces within the TAOT, to

secre od base areas, to contrdl resources, particularity food
and to prevent engny¥ rice taxa ion, i

The initial conceEt of execution for SARAIOGA envisioned the_2nd
Brigadle maneuverirﬁ with three b':ttalions ard supporting forces in
[ ngﬂ'cting comhined operstions with the ED_MMHP%‘EQ‘E
and other GVN forees in-the threce provineé area. The conce of
axccution was to take place in two phases. Phase I {1 December -
34 January 68) corresponded with the last two months of the rice
harvest and with Operation YELLOWSTC!ME 4n War Zone "C", Phase II

oty WS-, .
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J{4,Fetruary to' 31y 68) sould sce a comAntation o? aporntions with '
" the amphhais placod on fransforring responsitility for TACT pacifi-

‘eation to the LRVN and othor G\Y forcoe, S )

Tho exscution of

«}E
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‘ ; 2 ' ; : The oporation ¥
took on i oRLIrSly Mifrerent aspect with the launching of the enany's
TET nffmeive on 30-31 J=nuary. 1968, Mvislonel assets commltted to
YELINLSTONE wore rodeployel to support SARATCGA, The 3rd Brigade ©
commenoed activities in SATICGL'on & February diwding its assets
betwoon YTLIOWSTOME and S\UTOGL, On t6 Fobruary, the 3rd Brigwlo
terminated its. involvement in YELLOWSTHE to deveto all ile attertion
to SARATCGA, Cn 17 February the ist Brigede joined SARATOGA anl on
2 Felmumry with the tormination of YELLOWSTNE, was comrdtted in it
ontiraty to SARNTCG.. With the exception of divisional elements
‘detashed to the Capitnl Military Distriet (OD) all divisionnl ele=
ments participated in SUTG. until its termination 10 Morch,

: The hasis in Operation SARATNG. between 1 Fobruary am! 10
March was placed on counter attacidng ngalnst MWA/VC forces which hed
poved in forco imto budlt' up and populnted centers in H.U IGHIA,

HINH DUANG, LANZ and GI, DIMH Provinces, to defordding allied base
chmps which had come wnder honvy attack snd on meunting a countor
offonsive to destroy NVA/VC forces and installatlone in the norihern
rortion of the TACI, Concurrently with this phrse of 5.NAICGL,
d4visiondl cloments werc sent intd the Cnpital Military "isbricl te
nBaist with the defonse nf Salmon, Ten Son Mwt My Brse, cic.. -l
to clear enemy fercos out-of the O, . . ‘

Netails of the aigrificant orgenizationnl opm'ntiﬁna of OMDATNGA
-arp included in Combnt Crerntdions Lfter Lcticen TMeports sbtachad to
this re—ort sz TAB C, . :

* Tho.firsd results of Tworation SARAICGA werst US lossos:” 374

© KIA, 1855 WL {1184 evacuatod); 2 MI%, 2°0=1's, 50 helieopters, 5 -

. dogmors. 18 Dome Flows, 1 FADAC, 15 tasks, 27 trucks, 31 APC's and 1 ¢
rodio damaged: 1 asphalt dlestributor, 1 troctor, 2 tanks, {1 90am A,
46 ATC's, 5 trucks-and -1 helicoptur destroyed, Enemy losscs: 3836
KIA, 581 dotainwos, 406 individunl’welpons, 180 crewservud wearons,
341 pounds 4f documants, 18 radios, &,8 tons of rice, 1085 amall

" smre rounds, 271 TFG-2 rounds, 600 p-umds of medicel surrlits and 5.
telephones captured: 3 ratiosy 2533 grennades, 1715 rockets, artillery
e mortar rourrds, 98 mlnes, 66147 samll arme rounds, 87 cluster bomb
writs, 24 individusl wenrons, 113 crew-served weapons and 17 bombs'
destroved, - 1432 tactical air sortios were flown in syrport of

‘ S_HTWIT‘ GA, .




