


Underway nearly 2 months 

pressure on the enemy 

\.~and then foiled his plan to isolate inter ____ Saigon. One of the largest range in 
lightning 

operations should undertaking Saratoga saw tropic soldiers engaged from the 
Bin 

Cambodian border to Saigon. In Tainin and Duan provinces did the 1st brigade. 
(,~ 

A participation lasted from{Feb. 25th to March)24th in spite of alert and 

aggressive combat sweeps the brigade made little contact. CHar lies battle plans 

had drawn him to the south where Saigon loomed as the glittering prize. 

By March 24th the body count was 58, 3 enemy soldiers had been captured. Posted 
!h. N!N\ 

in the Hakmine area to dispute Vietcong passage and to keep the way open to 

civilians and"free world forces" the 3rd brigade found far more enemy to deal with 
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than had the 1st brigade. Action flared up early during the afternoon of Feb. 9th 

the 2nd battalion 27th wolfhounds were attacked by an estimated battalion of 

Vietcong. The fire.:f.ight claimed a 102 enemy lives. About the same time the 

next day a task force composed of two companies of the 1st of the 27th and a 

company of the third and fourth calvary came under fire from the Vietcong forces 

of underdetermined size. The forces large enough to leave a 105 bodies in front 

of' the task force guns. They complemented their effort from the previous morning 

when the task force killed a 176 Vietcong. After third brigade dominance of the 

area had been proved again action tapered off to rae.? fire and skirmishing. 

Even before Tee? began the 2nd brigade seemed to be in the eye of the storm 

for operation ~araLo~a' 
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(1 ,Februar:y to 31_ 6a) soUld Soo , com.:I:!1lintl.cn ~ or>orotionB with 
the anphn.sis pla.cod 'iF tn '$ • 81 rcq>epep.j1U 1 fon TAM pAwifi ... 

oal!toil bO Llltl. ,.Ft\Jj:f iaL~ elihS! anJ ile. $88*. 

. , The oxecution of S:~!.'.'l'J"'Q:~ underwone s1.r,nifi c:mt ch:mees in tho 
l?.st hru.£ of J:mu,,",l'y" 'With the r.tr~lu,<U._ buildup of N'VA/VC forcos in tho 
three provinco arell propntory to the TEl:' ('ffonsi va. The o!,cr,q,t1ou. ~....: 
took on on entirely different a5!?oct" with tho l".unching of the cnany's 
t'El' I"'fftmsive on 30-,31 Jmuary 1963. :.Ih' pal reed. MnllilUtd to 
::;Y'!!(~W~O fed*W~9X~ #?;:;' §ll=;t'4~!li~~f.. 'l...wrn' Err' 7"0 
,-n"...".. ~ .H es '-'c i.~ ._~ tS., .. lid!;W ts _ .... _.. • .. ' e it 
"'015::0612 'W 1 gWSlP tIB ad S,?W!SG:~. On- 16 Fcbrurl.r:1, tho 3rd Br:l.s·'¥le 
terminated its involvenont in YELI..01~S'll'"'rE to devcto all ita- attention 

~% ~le:i'~bfU':::-:~~~;; ;;, s:::rJJS:!ts 
t:!f21:Wt..,.. t. sr~ISiG,~ •• TVlth the oxci;ption of division:il. c_i.a:H.lnts 
deta.~hoo to the CnpitiU. Milit.ary Distrlct «(}f)) nil cd. ~1is1 .. on;'\1 0113-
ments pl'U't1cipatei in S.~ .. 1...\T(,(}:. until its terminp.tion 10 H{'.I'ch~ 

Sl.lltlTOG.\ , 

• 1 

~ ... 

~ t: .. iJ 

, m1 on ' ~ counter' >. l' / \1"-
dest.~0Y for0es :>,n:', installations in the no:"-:,hern \.1 

IYJrtion of tha TArI. GJncurrenc.ly Hith this ph''''.se nf' S·.~II,.'.rrC-:.~ 
diviaion.-il elemonts were soot into tho Cn}.:itlll Hilitar:'l "'ish-';-:l<'"'';' to 
!lSsist with tho defense of Sai'!,on, T"n fun Nlut :.:I.r Br:;:oc, et.c.;, ",;yl 
tp clem' enemy forces out of' ~~ (MD. 

Pet.:dls of tho signLficl))1\:. or'genizat.~on;il opcrt(tif';ns of .'J,\~i.TrG!\. 
are .incluner1 in (',omo"t Cj:or".ti'.)lls :.i't(Jr :.cticn TIerorts ~tt(\ch0<'~ to 
this re"'"'Ort r\.'J T ,';,B C • 

• Tho.fir.l'J. rosults of \'· ... vra.t.ion S .. \~'.rro,"i. W¢rf'n US loSS08~' Yl4 
laA, 1855 J;.L' (1164 evacuat"I); 2 ill:" 2'():..l's, 50 hell.cor-ters , 5 ' 
dozers, -18 nome Flows, 1 F .... I.\C, 15 tanks, 27 trucks, 31 t.rc's q,.'1d 1 ~ 
rOOio damaged: 1 asphru..t dj,strlbutor, 1 trilotor, 2 tanks, 1 90r:tr!l -mt, 
46 fIC's, '5 trucks'llIli-1 heJj.cOl~t(.,"l"' dostroyrrl~ IzwrlY losses: 383f,~ 
KIf., 581 det.aiOY':;lo..9, 406'ind.iviC<~ucl"wo~c!".e,:. 160 crm..Lscr-J))d wail ..... on3, 
3l'1 poun(l,s ~f documents, 18 rndios, $.,8 tons of r19Q, 40850 small 
NnrS roun1s, t71 rtrG-2 rounds,600 p"'uI"rls of meclicel stl::f'!:,li~ ~f\ 5 
telephones ca,..,t,ured: :3 r8.'1105", 2533 eremdes;, 1715 tockets; nrtillery 
and mortar rnunns .. 98 mines, "'66147 s~ll arms rounds, (ft cluster bomb 
\lnits, 24·individu.-1.l wearons, t13 crew-served .WOIl7'nns Alld 17 ln~bs 
destroyed. 1432 tac. .. tioru. ro.r ~_~,_,:t-tios ~re flown in sQ.rrort. of 
SA'1l\Tf·GA. 
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in the area an:! completing s",re:.~_ ""Lgt:n~"r:lng 

or constructing road net~rks( '~"~;;;..J.K~:?f~;el'..\,~~%~, 
Irregular Defense Group t GIro} cmps 

As of 1 February, the 1st and 3rd Brigades were committed L'l 

force wi th suppo~ing engineer r!nd cavalry units t9 YELlO~lsrONE. 

However, the initiation of tho enemy buildup in the southern portion 

of ,the TAOI in mid J."lluary forced the grt\dual redeployment of the 

1st ani 3rd Brig8de ~~6~ ~ the ·-south. The comm:.->ncenent· of the 

TEl' Defensive on 3Q- i u v 1968 accelera.ted the redeployment 

as assets were moved to support Operation ~..'I. and/or dotached to 

the C11pital Hilitary District (a.m) for the dafense of Saigon, TIUl 

'l!ln /but. oLc. 

The 1st Brigade was conuni ttai to YELL01oJS'reNE from 1 February" ) 

until its tenninro:.i.on on 24 Febru'ary. :1-t~~,"-VlerM the 1:'1t. ...... 

Brigade opera.te:i on 1 February with foUr maneuve.r battallons, ·on 24 J I 

Febru~y it termlnl'l.te:i operations With one maneUver battalion. '!'ne 

1st Brid8t:~e also oommenced participation in Operation S.\JU.'.('(X}A on 

17 February' and Was committed to both operations ooncttt'rffitly untn 

24 February. 

The 3rd Brigrrle terminated its activities in Y'ElJ.OT:fSTONE on 1.6 

FebrUary after being ccmmi tted t6 YELLOWSTONE and SllL'il'OGl. ccncurrmtly 

on 6 Fepruary. Th. 3rd Sauruiron, 17th Cavalry >i1ich hod support":! 

the two brigades throughout the earlier phases of Yl!l.L011S'TONE WA.S with­

drawn from the Operation on 2 February; but provided lind ted aeri..u 

reconnaiss9Ilcc on 4, 8 an:1 15 February. 

Details of significnnt activities with:tn YF.LlO!'lS'lONE for tho 

period of this report are contairod in the llimbat Operations l.fter 

t.etion Reports attached to this' report as T~,B B. 

The final result-s of Operation YELICWS'IONE were:' US losses: 

137 KIl~, 1085 W1,\ (586' cvacuatErl); 14 ,'lPC's, 2"O-1/.~s, 1)1 helicopters; 

22 trucks, 4 tanks, 1 M55 Quad 50, 3 howitzers, 2 AVLB's, t Rome'Plow, 

1 crane, 1 earth mover' ond 3 trailers d~maged; 5 trucks, 2 tanks, 

12/.FC's, 1 M42 dUster, 1 trailer, 1 seerch'light 1'/4 ton tmd ? heli­

mpters destroyed.' Einemy losses: 1170 KIA, "182 detainees, 144 

individual weapons, 69 crew-servoo we~ons, 36 JXlun:ls of docU1J.mts, 

42765 rounds of smill arms rnununition, 14 12)mm mortar rounds, 4 

flare pistols, 179.B tons of rice, 7 radios, 2)0 pourrls uf-medicrU 

SUpplies, 2 hand gren~es Md 12"telephone§ citptured; 15686 grenJ;1des, 

293 mines, 43 cluster bomb units, 42"oombs, 562 artillery and oortar 

ramus, 16515 small Oms rol.U1ds, 384.3 tons of rice, 1 truck rod 3 

telephones dQstroyed. 

1. total of 1:;;:01 tactical tJ.r Force sorties were flown in support 

of YELLOWSfONE. 

(3) ·Operation S.'"1,\'lOGA (8 DecllUber 1967 to 10 March 1968). This 

operation, a9 previously discussed in the 25th Infantry Division 

Operational Report for the period 1 I-'bvcrn,bcr 1967 to 31 January 19h8, was 
directed at the southern portion of the division T.'.OI arrl WP"5 executed 

concurrently with YEU('fWSTO'tE in its earlier phases. '!h.ff·mission of 

SI.:V.'lOGf. as orecified by 25th Infantry Division OPLAN 19..67 WM to 

corduct operations in conjunction with nVN forces to paCify pc:M.ions 

of. WNJ- :.N, BUB DUOm and H: .. U }GHI.'. Provinces"wi thin the TAOI, to 

so e base areas, 1;&,-contr61 resources, particularity f0..2.d 

and to revent enan r co taxation. 

The initial concept of execution for ~J\ enviSioned the 2nd 

Bri§<rlc maneuvering with three batt~ns an1 supporting forces in­
con ficting oombined operations with the ~h And 2 t ATlVN Divisi~ 

Md other GVN forces in·the throe province area. The conce of 

execution was to tcoxe place in two phases. Phase I (1 December -

31 January 68) correspondoo with tho last two months of too rice 

harvest and with Operation YELID"lSTO~$ in r1m- Zone lIGH, Phase II 



. Jab _' I, 1 .! . ',', "1\'" . ' .. , ,~, .. ,- .. ~;z.; \~ ~\ )' ~,.¥~ t~'\ ~~).;) i ~ 
(1 ,Fobruarr to· 31~ 68) sould aoo, cont.imintLn''!!1'Oporotions with 
the anphllBia rlacod on tranoforrill[l r03~on3ibilit)' for TAr! l',e1£1-
cntion to the" ;.nVl<l nnrl othoXl G \'N fO::'006. 

The oX3cution of S:.:-:':.1rG.'. l1Uclommrt dgni'1 nnw OhQR8P' 1 n tbD 
\Jl!!l; holf of J~u'ry 5th J:.ho y"'\qol rujl~"l'<~VVC £gregs 10 tho 

, oVi co are", pro JtQry to::Ib.;LTE.:r ,rfff!n!!iv!b The operAtion 'f"~ 
took on an G re y fferent aspect with tho l~,unching of the onanyls 
TEl' flffonsive 00 30-31 JPlluary 1968. :liviaionel "saats co_ttod to 
YEI..lfIl';S'IONE wero rodaploye:l to support:. s.m\TrGl.. The 3rd J3r1gooo 
commenoEd activities in stl.TI/~T0Gi:'on 6' FGbrulll';r d:l.'Oidins: ~~tB Msats 
batwen nu.oWSTNlE and S:,lI.TrG.~. On 16 Fobrunry, tho 3r1 Ilri'lo:\o 
terminm.ed its involv""ont in YELIl'lISTl'~ to devoto ell ita ntt.ntion 
to. 8/"1I.TrG,\, rn 17 February tho 1atBrigede .loi",d SA'lI.TrG,', rur.. on 
24 Februnry 5th tho termination of YELL0''lSTl'NE, W!1S corul:!l,ttod in its 
ontiratoy to st~n:.T0G·.. ''dth the oxo~tlon of di visionrU. clemente 
detaohod to the C"!'itolllil:l+,IlX'Y Diatrict (00) ell divis~ono,l e1e-

o ments pro:-ticipnte:l -in S:.;1\Tro:. until its tenrdnp.tion 10 f.ir'l'ch. 

, The ecphf\Sis in Oporation Sl.i1.AWG .... bet'W!3'en 1 Fobrull.I'Y Illrl 10 
H~rch was place:! on counter attacldns against twA/VC forces »h\.oh hp.d 
moved in' force into 1::W.lt' Up :md populrttro contors in H '.U 1[;HIA, 
mNH DurN}, :{.rID '"\l'ld GIl. JIm rrovinces, to c'.eferding .'llllo:l 1;)1\88 
cnmps l'A1ich had come under hcnyy n.ttnck tim on I!r'untinR P. count or 
offcnsivo to dest.r(l:'t NIIJ.lve forces fUb,."\ installations in the nof"::.hern 
portion of tha TArr. OJncur:rell~ly H1.th this ph:'l.so nf S·,-:].,A/.lrc: .. 
division,'ll elements wero sent 1n1:.6 the Cnrit~ll.alit,1l"Y "lis~rl(.-~ to 
Maim with the dorona'e flf Sai~()n, T.ftn Son lbut :.l,r B,~.so, ctc~:, 'l.rrl 
to alent' enemy fcrces out -of the 00. ' 

netl\lls of tho signi.fico,nt orgenizntionl'l oporntir;ns D.f !3,\~~\T(,(}A 
are included in Comon.t C'ror".t-i'Jns .1fter ,'.et1en 'Rerorts \'ltta.clwd.. to 
this rEr'0rt 1\3 T .\B C. 

, Tho.fir.pJ_ rcsu.1ts of r ..... vra.tion S.\'1AT('G,~ ~rp;: US lossos:' 174 
KIA, 1855 \VB (11$4 evacuat",I); 2 MI:" 2'00-1'a, 50 helicopters, 5 ' 
d:"zere, 1$ nome flows, 1 F .... JAC, ·15 tatJka, 27 trucks, 31 ,~.rCle ~d 1 ~ 
radio dsruagod. 1 ""phnlt distributor, 1 trMt6r, 2 tanks, 1 9Orll!l'ln, 
46 l.re's, 5 trueks'an1'1 helicopt"" destroyed. EnOI'lY 10as08. 3836' 
KIt., 581 data!.nr::Jos, ~6'incliVidulll''WO~ons, 100 crew:.seryed well~('lDB, 
3(,1 I'lol.lll.C.e 1f cioc\.lJlents, 18 radtos,· 8.8 tons of rioo, .l,OS;o small 
_s rounds, 211 llFG-2 rounds, '600 P'uoos of ",edied sUf'rlif3S ,'<l~ 5 
telephones ce,:t.ured: 3 rs:l1ott'j' 2533 BrenA.-ies J 1715 rockets, Arlillery 
m"Jd mortar romr\s, 98 mines, '66147 BmU arms rQums" f17 cluster bomb 
\.utl.ts J 24' indi vinulll weo.rons, 113 crew-served weapons And 17 oorn.bs' 

1432 ta.cticAl air sortios WEIre flown. in st,lrrort of 
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