_hen came Tet? The first major action of the Tet offensive I

for ‘the 25th div, troops with éalvary sent 1ts columns streaming down highway 1
towards the heavily beseiged Tonsnood airbage. In brutal fighting the calvary
men aided by air strikes .and artillary pried the enemy away from the vital base

more than 3,000 enemy bodies were counted., Meanwhile the 2nd brigade was drawm

into the caldron of fire near Hakman as the enemy approached Saigon, There the 2nd of the
® S

12th infantry warriers killed 22 vietcong on a sharp fight, The same day the

3rd of the 22nd killed 30 enemies near Apcho, The third regulars also figured “X

from .
in a ten day battled to prevent Charlie cutting Highway 1. The regulars won, ‘

.

Charlie lost among other things 219 of his best fighters. Contact continued
-almost daily with well armed and disciplined Vietcong and NV soldiers, but
when the operation ended tropie . lightning soldiers had claimed more than LNN

3,000 enemy soldiers. In the course of operation Saratoga tfopic lightning

also captured a quarter of a million rounds of 'small arms ammunition,

identified huge enemy tunnel complexes-and generally destroyed much of the

enemies combat effectiveness. ‘A new enemy the NVA had appeared on the scene

with the coufage'and professional skills of the tropic lightning soldiers

had again won the day. From early dec. to late feb. tropic;lightﬁiﬁg troopetrs
. faced some of the_ gternest tests at the hand of the Vietcong and paid them i:'_ack

four-fold in operation yellowstone.




The nlght of 31 Jnnunrv sow the drdt~tien of the VOTER. v
offensive throughout the III CTZ. “Within tho. 2nd Rrigade TROT,
~ the offensivo was initiated with stand of f rocket and moftar .

" attacks against Cu Chi, Nuc Hoa, Bao Tral and Trang Rang, . This
" attdck oignallcd the first utilication of 122MM rockets against Cu
" Chi, The main cmphasis was directed agninst Ten Son Nhut and

-Sﬂi%cn ‘although ther~ were scoveral corollarv rround attacks in the ‘

THCL.  The. following dav, the intent of the enem in the fu Chi ;
- “area Boeame appar- nt as National Route 1 was integdicted at Tan

- Thu Trung by .a VC Bottalicn of the ?72nd Nrgiment, the battle to
T push the 272nd out of the Ten Thu Trung = An Cho area lasted 10
. days (616 February) and cost the VC 219 dead, The armarent ine
CbentToF o rémain in the area, no matter what ERET
‘.-'consequonccs, pointod out the importshea of this interdiction to
¥, the overall success of the VG mnster nlan in and around Saigon.

.| The énomy consistrd of the 271lst rnd 272nd Regimmts ns well as
1+the 2nd o Mon and 1st Miei Battalions and assorted artillerv
“|elements of the 56th and 56th Dattalions 6f the 69th artillerv - =
| Groups  and mortions of tho 8th frtillery. (Contact was made '
\dailv.in most portions of tho arca with well armmd and discipline
Ve solﬂiors. . _ . :j

Tho extont of the encmy bu11d~un bocame obv1cus ad large
caches of foord,”ammunitinn and emiipment to inelude rockets,

were dlscover,“ ~-Gpnbact: with 2nd Prigade in the Saigon area
7?gm3 _ 'RIL;EIﬂﬁﬁ), nnd 211 wrATONS captured

: : Sadnsd Uv ﬂhmm" forces, bhoth loeal.
force and main force, during Oporation SARATCOA has greatlv reduced
th ir combat effectivenoss, The large auantitie# of arms, armunition
and other supplies’ captured by 2nd Drigade units, have rendered
sustained enemy offensive overations 1n the area extremeclw

difficult without - a major resupply c;ffrt In addition., much
knowledge of VC main force and NVA organization, emipment and
operation tendenciés has been gained by 2nd Rrigade unifs, This
information can be efféctively uta.liz.é’*d in. future orerntioms

KA against similisr units, Large tumel complexes and caches areds:

Cwo e st dnithe ‘Ho Boy Filhol, and Trung fn have boen rendered ynusable, = -
' : .Rome Dlow operations in the Ho Bo and 'Iren Trnngle have destrovnd '
aluﬁble, previouslv secure, bﬁs@ arqns.




r Tet R |

o In ]an'u"at'y.-'Fcl.)n‘_latv'1968, during a truct

which Tad been agreed upon in honor of the
- Vietnamese New Year, a desperate enemy
" launched his all out offensive in a dramatic
- attempt to regain the ground and influence
“that the operations of the Tropic Lightning

. Division and other allied forees had denied

him. Moving rapidly into the path of the
main force units which the cnemy had assem-
bled for his major attack, I'ropic Lightning .
“soldiers absotbed the full force of the - i
cnemy blows and then counterattacked 1
* vicibusly to smash the offensive and dcstroyi
many of the enemy’s crack units. .
1n the second phase offensive, the Divisi¢
mancuvered the full might of its forces.
into blocking positions immediately west
of Saigon to meet the threat against thc- |
capital city. Tn a pitched battle that
raged for ten days, the cffectiveness of
three enemy divisions was totally destroyed
and the enemy was forced to withdraw far
" shott of his objective. '

(A CHESA ‘tmh‘;

o M
ey

“\'U’_V‘Mﬁ_\ - MW

e




