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came Tet? The first major action of the Tet offensivellllllllll 

for the 25th div. troops with calvary sent its columns streaming down highway 1 

towards the heavily beseiged Tonsnood airbase. In brutal fighting the calvary 

men aided by air sttikes<and artillary pr:l;ed the enemy away from the vital base 

more than 3,000 enemy bodies were counted. Meanwhile the 2nd brigade was drawn 

into the caldron of fire near Hakman asths snemy approached Saigon. There the 2nd of the 

21 

12th infantry warriers killed 22 vietcong on a sharp fight. The same day the 

3rd of the 22nd killed 30 enemies near Apcho. The third regulars also figured 
from 

in a ten day battled to prevent Charlie cutting Highway 1. The regulars won, 

Charlie lost among other things 219 of his best fighters. Contact continued 

almost daily with well armed and disciplined Vietcong and NV soldiers, but 

when the operation ended tropic lightning soldiers had claimed more than 

3,000 enemy soldiers. In the course of operation Saratoga tropic lightning 

also captured a quarter of a million rounds of small arms ammunition, 

identified huge enemy tunnel complexes and generally destroyed much of the 

enemies combat effectiveness. A new enemy the NVA had appeared on the scene 

with the courage and professional skills of the tropic lightning soldiers 

had again won the day. From early dec. to late feb. tropic lightning troopers 

~ faced some of the sternest tests at the 

four~fold in operation yellowstone. 



The night of 31 Jnnunry snw t.ho ir.:t+ -Uono:i' thr-i 'iT1'i'l'ET 
offensive throughout the III CTZ. 1'Jithin t.he 2n~ l\r:!ga~e TAro!, 
the offensive wns initiaten with st~nd off rocket nnn ~ortar 
nttncks "gl'tinst Cu Chi, nuc Hop., n"" '1'r"i pnd 'rrllng nllng, 'rhis 
IItt:ick signnlled the first utili7,lIti.on of 122~~ "OCK",tS "F,ninst. 'Cu 
Chi, The m.'\in omph!\Sis ,<as dir"ct.cn. arrP.inst Ton ,~on ~"'''ut nnn 
Saigon although thor"worn sovcrnl coroUn!"r groun<'l I.\t,t~'\c1(s in thA 
TAC'I.The following A"y, t·he ;nt"nt of the one~'r in t.he r.u r:hi % ~i 

. arcll beonmo npPI.\r· nt I.\S Nat; (">nnl 110ut,e 1 w"s intel"il; cte<'l at T",n 
T"hu Trung by a VC BnttnUC'n of thc ?72nn n.~gimont, thE! battle t.o 
/-Sh the> 272nn out of th~ 'ron ""hu Trung - .!:.,., Cho nre~. lnsten 10 
days (6-16 February) nnrl cost the VC 219 nrmd. "'hn 1I,:,,:,,,ront J.n­
tent of 'tric! .Mom" "'to remllin in the nr"", no M<'\ttcr .,hp.t'·tliA 
consequences, pointen out the in1P(')rt,nncn of' this interrliction to 
thr" ovcr,~ll success of the VC ~"st.er ,.,llln in p.nd IIround Saigon. 
Tho enomy consisted of the 271st end '72nd Jl.el'im~nts ns "",11 "s 
the 2nd ('.0 Mon I.\nd 1st 1!rl..4 B •. ttltlions nnd nssorted arUlle!"r 
clements of the 56th Rnd 58th nlttt"lions Of' thl>. 69th IIrtillorv 
Groups nod nort.ions of tho 8th .Artillery. (' C''l''ltMt w~,s JMde ~ 
dnily in most pnrtions of tho aroa ,nth ·well ~.rm~d, I\.nrl disciplj.ned 
·VC sol!1.iers.. .' . , .. 

( 
The ext.ent of the enomv buil<'l-lIl'l bqcn~e obvious 1\.5 l.-"trke 

cltChes of food, 'Rm'miUnn ".nd o'"'lIi pment to include rockets, , 
w"'rn diSCO. v"' .. r .' ....... rt!!.~.~.t .wl.th ... ~ Brir.;,'v1..o. in the SlIigon nr.ea . 

~...,,,,,+. t.M~V __ ,. .... '!,H), ~~J)'An~~,i1 w<"a"ons captured. 

CON LUS " Th$ lOll! • "'met! ill", ~enl" .forces, h(1th loch 
for~c nnd P<'iin force, ("hIring C1porllt:!.on SAltATCGA lJ.os gl"ellt.l." r~duced 
th J.1" combat cf.fecti veness. The large Quanti tie(\ of ;<trr>1S, """"'uni tion 
and oth~r supplies cnpture0 bv 2nd Brigane units, ~IIVP. rendered 
s';lst~ined e~em.v offensi va ()l"'orntions, irt tlie nro,,\ extremal '7 

dJ. ff~cult WJ.thout 1\ lTlD.,ior. resupply offcrt,. In ,,(l<ii ti.rm. 1'!1Uch 
knowledge of va mAin force nnd INA orgp,ni7."tion, ","'uil"'l'len-e p.nd 
opcrnti~ tendencies h'\s been g •. inen GY 2nd l1rig.'\r1e unit,s. This 
infornatJ.on can be effoctivaly utili:';'ifd in future 01"erllt.ions 
against. sim.i.1in.r units. L"trge tunnel:' complElxes "nd cp.ch,,~ "'re~s 

. in the Ho BO I Filhol, lind "'rung 'In 'hA,ve boen rendered unllsl\ble. . 
"nome rlow opsr"tions in ,thA Ho Bo and'Ir(')n Trinngle hP.ve destrovnd 
valu".b~e J previously secure,"ilnsr> ll:rrJ!ts..· . 



Tet 

In anuar -Februar 1968, during a truci 
which 1a een agree upon in honor of the 
Vietnamese New Year, a desperate enemy 
launched his all out offensive in a dramatic 
attempt to regain the ground and inAuence 
that the operations of the Tropic Lightning 
Division and other allied forces had denied 
him. Moving rapidly into the path of the 
main force units which the enemy had assem­
bled for his major attack, Tropic Lightning 
soldiers absorbed the full force of the 
enemy blows and then counterattacked 
viciously to smash the offensive and destroy 
many of the enemy's crack units. 

In the second phase offensive, the Div 
maneuvered the full might of its forces. 
into blocking positions immediately west 
of Saigon to meet the threat against the 
capital city. In a pitchcd battle that 
raged for ten days, the effectiveness of 
three enemy divisions was totally destroyed 
and the enemy was forced to withdraw far 
short of his objective. 
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