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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report 

See Distribution 

1. NAMil: OF OPZRATION: Operation :gmEBNE-?§.. 

2. DATES OF OPERATION: 8 March 1968 thru 7 April 1968 ---,-
LOCNI'ION: Tay Ninh Province 

CONHtUm HEADQUARTERS: 3d Squadron, 17th Cavalry 
----

15 April 19M 

5. REPORTING OFFICER: WILLIl;M W. BH.ai'l1,rON J')'. iI LTC. GOllllllfll1'.iing 

6. TASK ORGANIZATION: 

A Troop, Major Robert A. Witcher" C"Ull'DP,lluil:g 
(OPCON to 199th Light Ini'antry Brigade) 

B Troop, Major James T. McManus, Connnanding 
8 March 1968 thru 23 March 1968, 24 March 1968 OPCON t.o 1st Brigado .. 
1st Infantry Division 

C Troop, Major Gary E. Luck, COlm1ll1nding 
OPCON to 9th Infantry Division until 23 March 19M; 24 M2..~h 1965 
thru 7 April 1968. 

D Troop, Captain Russell W. Mengel, Commanding 

7. SUPPORTING FORCES: None 

8. INTELLIGENCE: 

A. When the 3d Squadron 17th Cavalry was collllllitted to Operetion Wilderness 

(
fro had been no recent contact with tho 271st, 272d and 273d va Regiments 

__ .Lch indicated that elements of these units had possibly movod"to supply 
areas and wero dclibera,tily avoiding contact with Free World FOl,·ces. 
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B. Terrain and Weathel , ~ ;\~qc~P'''''",)' "" ll·E~1.:.~ , .e» ~ \1 V ~~.~-F,(~~) 01·r itI ,1 

(1) General: The TAoR was bo~ed ge~eral1Y by ~amb~ia on the North 
and West in War Zone C, the 1st Infantry Division boundary on the Eallt and the 
XT25 East West grid line on the South. 

(2) Terrainl 

(a) Ol:eervation and fields of fire ranged from limited in War 
Zone C to excellent in the ,rice paddles near Go Dau Ha, 

(b) Obstacles - Throughout the TAOR there ~/Ore no natural or 
artificial obstacles which impeded the roconnaissance or movement of the 
sqt(.D .. Ci.l'ona. 

(c) ConceaJ~nt - The hours of darkness and early morning fog 
providod tho 1JC and NVA with natural concealmont frOtl air activity. 

(d) Key Tcrrain - Highway 22 was selected as kay terrain since 
this is the route by which convoys move to resupply the' Tay Ninb area. 

(e) Avenues of' "pproach: 

(1) Fi.sh Hcok'- Saigon'River - Michelin Plantation. 
(2) Higll'.;ay #1 leading fiom Cambodia to Go Dau Ha. 

(a) Visibility - During early morning hours visibility was 
:!"cfJtricted ibm to :fog and haze to 

(hi 'romperature - The temperature averaged in the high eighties 
th:ro1.1;::;hor~.t tho operation ... 

C. I"t"Uigonco During tho Operation (Annex B Intelligence Overlay): 

(li Lines of connnunication for 'ChB va INIl! extended from tho Fish Hook. 
South t,OW8.X-a. tho Jor:l.cholin Plantat1.on. 

(2) Logist:l.cal Bases: Several la"gc bunker complexes wore discovered. 
In tho vicinity oi' XT,5271 a pOll sible transfer peint was located; sevoral truck 
tracks bll, ton) led into the aroa from tho North but no tracks wero discovered 
l<:lading from tho a.rea to the South" Thera 'Here also tW'o 3/4 ton trucks, typo 
.<:;,~·,,~l •.. ",~ 1:-" ·,"'·''\..~~...,r·,~,·,:,,; ~ .... ~-I-+,.....:I ~'ndr\"'" "'ar.:J'~t.+"'ll!of" T'h +.ho "',...Aa a cache consio~ing - ........ \ • ..,..,.,,0. .... ' ,-"-~~_~_,,J .... ,:< ~t'v"v~''''~ \,LI. '-' .... __ ............. _~~,...'" _ .. ~ ""~~ ,.,.,. •• _~ ~u 

of !l,pproxir,;a'l;oly 4000 lbs of rico was discovered as well as 300 boxes of 
smt3.ll e.rm.s 8.mmunition". 

9. MISSION: 

Conduct "mod aerial reconhaiSSaJlce of 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, 
TAOR to locate VC/NVA forces, enemy logistical bases, and intordict cnony 
lines of connnunlcations •. Provido countor-mortar aoro woapons tcuLl for Dau 
Tieng Base Cnmp during tho hours of darkness. Conduct route rocennaissance und 
security betweon Tny Ninb nnd Trnng Bang. 

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATION: 

3d Squadron, 17th Cavalry (-) will conduct erood aerial roconnaiasanco in 
tho 1st Brigade TAQR \nth ono air cavalry troop. B Troop w111 locato, report, 
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and dostroy, withl.... its c~'ll1n-&:ros, VCfN'JA fOrCee, enomy 10gistioal 
basos, and enom:r linos of commun:!.catiens. Provide a countor-mortar teat! 
for Dau Tieng each evening. D Troop will conduct a daily route rocon­
naissance of Highway 1 and 22 from Tay Ninh to XT413238. Local patrols 
w:nl be eonluctod along route following the initial reconnaissance mission. 
SeelU'o onginoer work parties as necossary. 

U. EXECUTIONz S'l-hrch 1968 thru 23MJ.rch i'}68 

On 8 March 1968, 3d Squad:>:'on, 17th Cavalry (-) ,,-as placed OreON to 
1st Brigade, 25th Infl!ntry D:I."~.~lon and givon tho ni~s:!.on of pcrformi.'lg 
roconnaissanco in the 1st Br:'p'>.: '::'MlR (~bnox l\.), ser.rehing for sig:ls of 
enemy lilOvcmont and nIl e1"'..cmy ~.1.':Lolli;;;c:1CO 'i' Dtt't':tng tius pori(~d;J l'lnB 8 oi' 
conmrun:\.eation between Cambod1.o. and the )/cicholin PlantD.·~1.on Ilr;i ';0-"'01:''.,1 OOS<l 
areas were plotted. On 11 Ml.c·c;h, B Troop spotted fou-: NVA ~oldiol7'; d:rosaed 
in Khaki un:!.fortls at XT613312. The onet'Y troops wore takon 'll'.ilor fire ros­
u1 ting in 4 KJ3ll (Be). Lator .in tho day> D Troop reported a roadblock and 
possible enoll'Y ambush a1.te at XT530l83. Ono eonrpnny of 4th Hat;tr.lion, 
23d Infantry was sont to thnt locntion as a renet:lon foroo. DUfJ t·o tho 
distanoe and time 1.l1'ITolved for tho rCD.ction forco, tho onOJ.'l'{ l:,o.d U.l:.aDL1.or",il. 
the ambush site just prior to the company deploying. No cont<lct '""3 J:>lldo 

C···" during tho maneuver. On 16 }larch, t\{O noro weapons teams tic,T!'. B T::-oop 
.) worE> sent to XT234300 when an .ARVN out-post cllllle undel' heu"i)~r ;c,·t',:;:,cc< b,)" 

an estit~ted va battalion. B Troop receivod ant1._9.ircraft fi..-o i:rotl 
ono pdsi tion which they i:::lmedlatcly engaged nnd silel'1..ceQ., ~!~h0 ;:i.cro 1-1'0.;), .... 

pons teams then engaeod tho va poSitiono o With tho ccnbincd i':!.:t"":l~ !~o:t'l 
the weapons airc:cai'l; 0.:0. the MVN sold1.ors, the VC attack subsided unci 
was soon brokon.. B T,'c;:lp was credHcc1 'wl th 25 KBi>. (Be). On IS i".s.:rch. 
an aero scoU't~ tuum :zrO~:l B Troop "'..;<::'..;; on ::J. :t'ocOT.1";.O.isso.ncG 1t:lcir:i"!-:y r.:r·56:~~m3 
when the tean l'oc0ived heavy 8.utomtio 'weupons firo •. Tho tGC1.U ls~or 
imocdiatoly cD.lled artillery on tho position. Fo11~'ing the i'I~ nission 
tho teatl OIldo a low level assessnont of the damage am crodited the artil­
lery with ono autolltltic weapons position destroyed am two !"..Bl\ (Be) •. 
B€rt'~een 18 l-hrch to 5 .\pril, D Troop was azs:i.gnod tho additional mssion 
of escorting gravcl trucks, froD the 65th Engj.ncer Battalion, i':rSJD Tay 
Ninh to Trang Ban:; in BUpport of road ropair opcrntions. On 20 M:-,rch~ 
B Troop cUscoVG:i'od D.n cnet'Y storago areD. at XT481593 containing b'.mkors 
Ill'li! one large tin building. An nrt1.11cry niss:l.on was called on the alte, 
resulting in ono secondary explosion produci.'1g a 150 foot high J::us:-:OCl:l 
clom. On 21 March, the aero rifle platoon of B Troop was inserted at 
XTl646, on a reconnaissance in force 'oporation of a reported VC rendezvous 
point. Inspoction of this aroa failed to show any signs of recent nctivity 
and tho platoon was extracted. D Troop, on a route reconnaissance mesion, 
encountored an I..RVN popular forccsun:!.t wh1.ch bJJ.d just been anbushod along 
tho route at XT3f.l5285. D TJ;'oop assistod the un:!.t by placing l06mn roc oil­
loss rino fire on targets po1.nted out by an American advisor to tho un:i.t. 
Contact was thon broken with unknown results. The aero rifle platoon of 
B Troop was inserted on 22 l-hrch at XT573502, in eoordirJlltion with 2d 

C--)' Battalion, 220. Infantry (Mcchin1.zed). The platoon ostablished a blocking 
.' position at that loeation as thQ battalion swept toward the platoon fron 

tho wast. Negative enot'Y contact was encountered on tho operation and thQ 
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b. 24 Mnrch 1968 thru 7 April 1968 

On 24 Mlrch 1968 B Troop VIlS placed OFCON to 1st Brigade, 1st In:f­
antry Division and q Troop aS8uood B Troop' IJ r:!l.ssions :In operation WIL'!)Ell... 
NESS, On 25 Mlrch D' Troop eno01mtered an AlWN Mechanized COlJpally which 
had been nnbuahed at X'l'299361. D Troop approached tho rear of the ARVN 
unit and deployed to the south, west and east of the village of CanAn 
(XT292361) • D Troop supported tha ARVN advance by placing 106m recoil­
less rifle fire on tho enot1y' locations. Twenty (20) VC were spotted at 
XT299361, attolilpting to onvelop the .\RVN f'ron tho south and were il:lz:lI3diately 
engaged. The VC then withdrew in tho direction they had COIOO. Approx­
i:~t€ly one hour and thirty minutes later, tho VC broko contact with the 
':'::WN unit, D Troop had nogative c1:lusaltioB or damage and in:flic'ood th:t'ee 
(3) VC KIA (Possible). The cero rifle platoon of C Troop was insoxted 
!'.t XT528553 in a coordinated operation 'b'ith 2d Datttlion, 22d In:fant;ry 
(Nechanized). C Troop sot up a blocking pOSition with the battalion 
9weepi!'.g tOWl'_rd the platoon. Negative contact ~ll\S established and the 
plat,oon was o::ctr~.ctod at 1300 hours vicinity XT519556. On 26 Mnrch. 
an Air Force Forward Air Controller, assigned to the squadron, spotted 
i.o va at XT120947, wnlJd"g !\long n road. The FAG. contactod OM of . 
a Troops aero scout tenne and vectored. them to tho target area. By us~ng 

. =0Zi·;r.~.~ G.is ccnt~o:li!lg proCC-7d'm,'"U2!! 'the tu,-'.1lt \~'as "Vectorod to tho onemo; 
loc,'rtion, tlIU'\o the first firing pllSII. and caught t.he VC still on the road. 
The tenn ",as credited with tOll (10) VC KBl. (BC). On 30 llirch, C Troop 
W"D.S P3l'"i'(i"!"'Z.tZ"....-3 un nOl"ial rccotLT'J.D.isstll:'lCe f.louth of To.y Ninh betwoon tha 
Orient.al .it:1;,";r and the Cambodian ·bo;rdoX'. An ostint.ttod VC conpany was 
sightod occupyir>.g u base cnnp at XT301301. Three airstr:!.kos were put into 
t,hn tnrgot nro"., hewovor tho s't:dkos "oro rolatively ineffoctive. On 
:> Ji.p:t-H, C '£:-0<.'1' spotto(l un on"~ huse C('iap at XT539?2l and mrkod tho 
targot for 0. FAe. Results of the nirstriko wore .30-40 bunkers destroY!Jd 

, ., ..._. '.",' On 5' ., r. '1' d:t d t } .• - . k Ul:C,l'l -G\.'i'O r~ \!:)I ... ,).. 4Lp!'~ .... ; v _:rp .. ocO'VCl"O' rocen va J.J,.c~a -erne s 
J,oad:Lng J"rOl!1 C"'':lbodia toward Duu ~'ieng. Sinilnr tracts had been spotted 
f4 .... I.d. ':;oportod. ~~n t.ho past., however, no tl"'UClts \lere ever found. On this 
00"";3:10;:;, C :troop followed the vehicle tracks to a storago aroa, XT52m3, 
and fouril two 3i4 ton trucks, tyJ?t> unl=. and 300 boxes of arnunit10n. 
lI..'l alr stz.lko on the ureu destroyed 1 truck and more than hBJ..f tho nl:l!lU­
nit,ion o.nd dnVD.goc1 tho other tl-I.tck~ ",\.rtlllo:ry fho vas plnced on tho ta....--
r.'.:c\+. ~~'1"''''"'1 .;·.h ......... ~.,~,h,...,'rI- +"hr:.+ r..i'":'"'i-.+- t')..,~ N "t;'l'<"'~<! D' Tl"oon "top""d a ViEf~1"Il'l'!'~se ,,'-,"","'': .•. , ..... '-~ ..... -- '.A~"_""''''''-' v ... __ ~ h"~"''' '''.!.-;I """'".,._-!l ... ....... 1"""'" ..... 

"1'01'.101" along with ·sevoral suspic:!.oua personnal, at XT352334. The voh­
iele was filled with contro_band including vhiskoy, cigarettes, O..&.tions, 
and roor. Tho vehicle and porsennoJ. >lero turnod over to tho Viotlk~sO 
Natlol'lfJJ. Polioo. Tbi s l'ericd cenf:lrtl@o that vcjNVi. forces HorO rebuildi11/S 
lWi raoccupyi!!LQld_lWlJL>lrQ;tJ'LinJW.r. . ..z.c.m C and were moving lnrgEi alJOunt,!! 
oi~yPll~_~eE.!':r.om. ~~b(:<'li~~_?Y_tl'1l(,Cls..-'k>;1.!l;J:1t.:l;11<3.J)u1!.Ji~ng ~. 

12. RESULTS: 

Friendly 

Officers· 
Warrant Officors 
Enli sted 110n 

RHA. WIlA 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 

._-----_._-------
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em!N:EU~.EN;fI Al . 
b Ene""" l1i'·,......· '.' .".d". '.,r··· ·:<:· ... .,C·· , ·C . ..., f I~.·.' .. ' .. ' , , """" • ....... I' . ' - " ", , I{'·'<, '" " ... , 

I
iI :~f ~ ~~!~) ~~~( .. F\~)..) i'~ I t::. ~J. 
3 Military Structures Destroyed - lIfT 
4 Military Structures Dalll!1ged - 23 
5 Sampans Destroyed - 37 

(6) Sanpans DlltlIlged - 4 
(7) Miscellaneous Destroyed: 

1-3/4 Ton Truck • . 
150-B0xes ot SIll!1ll Arms o\maunition 

(j. All Bomb Dalllilge Assesscents were cooouotod by ael'inl ).'(l(lOnooissMc.a. 

No difficulties were e:x:ner:I.encod in either Clt;ss X., Il. II!. :tV. v. ' .. ., .. . 
Total o.rnmunition expenditures by the squadron dm~1.ng this 
operational 

Daily road reconnaissance mssiona ll3;'e very dena.'1.dir.g ell equip;::e!rl; 
and vehicles in D Troop. Each vehicle averaged l25 miles per dny dU!:"lng 
this operation. .l.lthough m.1Ll6roua parla wore repla.ced, pnrtlcula......!-.ly 
suapensi~n itecs and tires, equipment rondinosa averaged 99% thro·ughout. th~ 
period. A concrete preventive OIlintonance progro.m, aci?lvoly supGl'Vised 
bi<fore. during, and atter operationa, forestalled Liljor problolllll. Aircrntt 
l~tenance was croatly :Unproved enabling an air cavalry troops to increase 
·their availability approxilJatoly 10% CfVer that available d.uring tho last 
operntion. 

14. COHNAIIDER I a AnALYSIS 

a. ~ Loct!.l Intelligence 
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VG KIA {Be) 

VG K;I:l. (f'003) 

VC Pl'f 

SMALL An!'>S 

GIW:\\' SERVED l'J7..APOI1S· 

122l11'l ROCKET 

RPG ROuNDS 

BANGELOR TORrEDOS 

')~1ALL ARHS A!~lO 

60M}! HORTAR AJ1HO 

81 AND S?_"1M AHJ.!O 

·105 ROIJNDS 

BCJ!.ffiS 

EXPlOSIVES 
, 

. HAND GRErSADES .. i 
AT HII~S 

/iJ? HINES 

BOOBY TRAPS 

CBU'S 

BUNKERS 

SP mER HOLES 

TRENCP.ES 

TUrITIlELS' 

PUNJI PITS 

·U I(\J (' ~ ./., 
,-j~ ... 

477 

39 . 

13 

3 

362 

26 

332095" 
'_. 

105" 

11 

235 Ibs 

61 .' --
51 

36 

33 

207 , 

2412 

219 -. 
19 

216 

15 

99 
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B~' Fricnc.ly T ~sses 
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I. 
I 

, I 

UN:!:':; 

1-27 

2-27 

1-5 

4,<) 

2-·J~ 

3-~~ 

2.....34 

J,...9 

65TH ENGR 

168TH LCTF 

1-8 ARTY 

D TROOP .3-4 Cl',V 

\ .~\ 1 h' " ; .•. 
: '. \ . ( 

DCCm~rJTS 

l{EDICt.L SUPPLIES 

G,\S HI.SK 

lOu, T:lH/, 

65 '439 
.:.-:. 

ii 265 

24' 248 

.30 258 

12 121 

42 1.34-

0 7 

64- 124 

0 2 

0 .3 

0 18 

4 18 

._" . 

l072j:J Ibs 

10no:;, 

D0:! TOTAL .. 
5 509 

1 299 

5' 277 - , 

1 289 

0 13.3 .. 

2 178 

0 7 

0 188 

0 2 

0 .3 

0 IS 

0 22 

lq 55 
dct\~ 
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