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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Reporﬁ o

See Distribution

1, NAME OF OFZRATION: Operation WILDERNESS

2, DATES OF OPERATION: 8 March 1968 thru 7 April 1968
o LOCATION: Tay Ninh Province

C‘/ COMMAND HEADQUARTERS: 3d Squadron, 17th Cavalry

e I —————— )

5, REPCRTING OFFICER: WILLIAM W. BRANHON Jy,, LIC, Gormsnding
6. TASK ORGANTZATION:

A Troop, Major Robert &, Witcher, Commanding
(OPCON 4o 199th Light Infantry Brigade)

B Troop, Major James T, McMenus, Commanding
8 March 1968 thru 23 Merch 1968° 2/, March 1968 OFCON %o 1st Brigade,
1st Infantry Divieion

C Troop, Major Gary E, Luck, Commanding
OFCON to 9th Infantyy Division wuntil 23 March 1968; 2. Mexch 18948
thru 7 April 1968,

D Troop, Captain Russell W, Mengel, Commanding

7o SUPPCRTING FORCES: None
8, INTELLIGENCE:

&, When the 34 Squadron 17th Cavalry was committed to Operstion Wilderness
C*‘v\are' had been no recent contact with the 27lst, 272d and 273d VO Regiments
dch indicated that elemonts of these units had possibly moved:to supply
areas and were deliberatily avoiding contact with Free World Forces,

e / L Mant o3 DOWHWGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
wel o NARY DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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(1) Generel: The TACR was bounded generally by Cambodia on the North

and West in Wex Zone G, the lst Infantry Division boundery on the East and the
X725 Bagt Weat grid line on the South. : :

B, Terrain ond Weatheb

Tew o

(2) Terrain:

. (a) Otservation and fields of fire ranged from limited in Wer
ong O to excellent in the rice paddles noar Go Dau Ha, _
(b) Obstacles - Throughout the TAGR there wore no natural or
artifisal ohatmoles which impoded the recomnaissance or movement of the

(¢} Conceslment ~ Tho hours of darkness end eerly morning fog
provided the VO and IVA with natural concealment from aly ectivity,
(@) Key Terrain - Highway 22 was selocted as koy terrain slnce
his is the Toute by which convoys move to resupply the Tay Ninh aresa,
(e} A&venues of epproach:

(1) Fish Heoke~ Saigon River - Michelin Flantation,
(2) Biglway #1 leading from Cambodia to Go Dau Ha,

{2) Vislbhility » During eerly rorning howrs visibility was
reptrloted dus to fog and hasze,
(b} Tesperature « The temperature sveraged in the high eightics
o operation,
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6. Tatelligenco During tho Operation (Annex B Intelligence Overlay):

(1) Lines of commurication for the VO/NVA extended from the Fish Hook
Scuth towsrd tho Michelin Flantation.

(2) Logistical Bases: Several lerpge bunker complexes were discovered,
In the vicinity of ¥T5271 a posslble transicr point wasg locatod} sovoral truck
tyacks {3/4 ton) led into the aros from the North but no tracks were di scovered
rsading from the erca to the South, Thers were also two 3/4 ton trucka, typo
and mako wiknown, spobbed wnder camouflage, In the ares o rache conslsting
of approximstoly 4000 1bs of rice was discovercd as well as 300 boxes of
ampll erms smmundition, ‘

9, MISSION:

Condust armed sorisl reconnaissanco of 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,
TAOR to locate VO/NVA forces, cnomy logistical bases, and lntordict onony
1ines of commmicntions, Provide cowntor-mortsr aoro weepons tocum for Dew
Tieng Bage Camp during tho howrs of darkness, Conduct route roconndisgence and
sceurity botweon Tay Ninh and Trang Bang,

10, GONCEPT OF OFERATION:

34 S%uadron, 17th Cavalry () will conduet armed aerial recomnnalsgance in
tho 1gt Brigade TACR with onc alr cevalry troop. B Troop will locatc, roport,
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© and dostroy, withi. 1ts c!.'pamnﬁ'os, VC/NVA forces, enomy 1ogistica1

An khakl wndforms at XT613312, The onerry troops wore takon under firo rogse

/wnra sent to XT234300 when an ARV'N outpost ceme umdor henwy witack Ty

_ono position which they irmediately cngeged and silenced, Tha o¢

@

bases, and onemy linos of commundcations, Frovido a countor-mortar toanm
for Dau Tieng each evening, D Troop will conduct a daily route rocone
nadssance of Highway 1 and 22 from Toy Ninh to XT413238, Local patrols |
wlll be corducted along route following the initial recomnaissanco mission,
Sccwre onglnoer work parties as nocessary.

11. EXECUTION: & March 1968 thru 23 Merch 1968

On 8 March 1968, 3d Squadron, 17th Cavalry {~} was placed OFCON 4o
1st Brigade, 25th Ini‘an'bry Diwision and nivon the misslon of pcrmrmlng
roconnnissanco in the lst Brig:dc TAMR {Annox 4) , scerching for signs of
enemy rovement and all enemy 1 4011 izence, D*m“"*}g tnds porded, Ay linsa of
commmication between Cambodia ond the Michelin Flantotion snd scversl buso
nreas wore plotted, On 11 March, B Troop spottod four NVA scldisws droased

ulting in 4 KBA (BC), Iator in tho day, D Troop reported a roadbiock and
poasible onemy ambush site at XT530283, Ous company of 4th Fodtelion,

23d Infontry wos sont to that locatlon as e reaction force. Num to the
distance and time involved for tho reactlon forco, the cnemy had cbandonsd
tho ambush site just prior to tho compony deploying. No contaet wosz mado
- during tho moneuver, On 16 March, two aero weapons teams fom B Troop

an estlmeted VC battalion, B Troop recoived anti-aireraft fire from

pons teams then engaged the VO positions. With the combined Tinmco
tho weupons aircraft and the ARVN goldiers, the VO attock subsided o
wag soon broken. B T"'rnp wes credited with 25 XBa (BC), Or H:s B
an aero scout team Jfroa B Troop wma on o recommalssancs 73
when the toan recelved heavy automalie weapons fizve,. Tho tson leador
immediately celled artillery on the position, Following the flro migelon
tho toan nodo o low levol assessmont of the damnge and eredited the artlle
lery with one automatic weapona pogition destroyed and two ¥BA ( (8C), .
Between 18 March to 5 dprdil, D Troop was aﬂs.mgnud the additionnl missgion
of escorting gravel trucks, from the 65th Engincer Battalion, from Tay
Kinh to Trmg Banz ir support of road repair opcrations, On 20 Murch,
B Troop discoveraed an enomy ﬂ'borago arga at XTA81593 coptaining bunkars
ard ono largo tin bullding, 4n artillery mission was called on the site,
resulbting in ono socordary oxplosion producing a 130 foot high mushrocn
clowd, On 21 Mapch, the aero rifle platoon of B Troop was inserted at
XT1646, on & recornaisgsonce in force operation of o roporied VC rendezvous
point, Inspecetion of thls aroa folled to show any signs of recent actlviiy
and the platoon was extracted, D Troop, on & route reconmulissance nmisslon,
encountored an ARVN popular forces unit which ho? just been embushed along
the route at XT385285, D Troop asgsistod the unit by plocing 106m recoll.
logs rifle firc on targets pointed out by an imerican advisor to the unit,
Contact wes then broken with umknown results. The acro rifle platoon of
B Troop woe lnserted on 22 Murch at XT573502, in coordimation with 2d .
Battalion, 22d Infontry (Mechinized)}. The platoon ostablishod a blocking |
pogition at that location as the battalion swept toward the platoon fronm g
the wost. Negative enery contoct was encountered on the operation and the i
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platoon was extracted &t 1336 fowrs, un 23 huren, ¢ Troop wms relessed

- from tho 9th Infantry Division and returned to sguadron control,

be 24 Merch 1968 thru 7 April 1968

On 24 March 1968 B Troop was placed OPCON to 1st Prigede, 1st Inf-
antry Division and G Troop assumed B Troop's missions in operation WILDERm
RESS, On 25 March D' Troop encountered an ARVN Mochanised Company which
had been ambushed ot XT299361, D Troop approfchsd the rear of the ARV
uwidt and deployed to the south, weat and east of the villege of Can An
(XT292361), D Troop supported the ARVN advance by lacing 106mm recoile
less rifle fire on the enery locations, Twenty (205, VC were spotted ot

XT299361, attompting to onvelop the ARVN from the south and were irmodintely

engeged. The VC then withdrew in the dircction they had ecomp, Approx-
imntely one howr and thirty minutes later, the VG broke contact with the
AV wndt, D Troop had nogetive cousaltles or damage and inflicted thres
{3) VC KIL (Possible), The rero rifle platoon of C Troop was insorted
at XT528553 in a coordinated operation with 24 Batteldon, 224 Infantry
{Mochanized), © Troop set up a blocking position with the battalion
sweeping towerd the platoon, MNegative contact was establlshed ard the
piatoon was oxtrected at 1300 howrs vicinlty XT519556. On 26 March,

an 8y Force Foryard Air Controller, assigned to the squadron, spotted
40 VG at XT120947, walking olong o road, The FAC contactod ons of ,
¢ Troops aers scout teams and wectored them te the target aren, By using

o -~ & ) [T g o .. 7 g, e T, L —— 1 5
TUSWESD GoT CORUIULAARg proseditioes, ths toum was vectored to tho enemy

Locatlon, rade the first firing pass, and caught the VO still on the road,
The tosn wes credited with ton (10) VO KBL (BC), On 30 March, C Troop
roing an serlal recommaiasannee south of Toy Ninh betwosn the
Uprilental River ond the Canmbodian bordor, An estinnted VO company wag
slghtod oceupylng o bose carp at XT301301, Three alrstrikos wore put into
the forgot oren, however the strikes werc rolotively ineffective., On

s ixng;«i'}_é, < froop spotted sn onery buse cuwmp at IT53%721 and marked the
targot for o FAC, Rosults of the airstrike were 30-40 bunkers destroysed
with e £38 (L0, Op 5 April, C Trp discovered rocent vohlcie tracks
leacing from Cambodia toward Dau Tieng, Sirdlox tracts had been spotted
and woported in the past, however, no trusks wore ever found, On this
goomaos, O Troop followod the vehicle tracks to o storage aree, XI527713,
and fowrd two 3/4 ton trucks, type wnlmown, and 300 boxes of armmition,
An alr strike on the ares destroyed 1 truck and more than half tho orrmpe
nivion ond demnged the other trusk, Artillery firve was placed on the tame
zet aron thwoughort thet night, On 7 Jlpril, D Troop stopped a Vietnomese
veldcis eiong with-several suspleious porponnel, at XT35233,, The veb~
icle was filled with contraband inelvding whigkoy, clgerettes, C-Bationa,
and veer, The vehlcle and porsommel were turned over to the Vietnomeso
Nationad Police, Lhis-perdod-contirned that Y0/MWi forces were rebuilding
and_reocoupying old base areas in Mar Zome C and were moving large cpounts
of supplies from Oanbodia, by truck, toward the Dau Tieng eres, :

WoE s

12, RESULTS:
a, Friendly
‘ KHA WHA
Officers - - -0 0
Warrant Officors 7 0 0
Enligted Men 0 0.
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1) o/ ki (56) o o WD Lt

2) VC/NVA KIA (Poss) ~ 109 - '

3} Mlitery Structures Destroyed ~ 107

4} Military Structures Damiged = 23

5} Sampans Degtroyed «~ 37

6) Saupons Daraged - 4

7} Miscellanecus Destyoyad:

(
(

1-3/4, Ton Truck |
150-Boxzes of Small drps demumition

ds 411 Bomb Damge Assessments were conduntod by aerial recomneissancd,

+ADMINISTRATIVE AGTIVITY

4,

ba

Svpply |

(1) WNo difficulties wore expardenced in either Ulamen I, XX, 1T, IV,
Ve ‘

(2) Total amunition experditwres by ths sguadren duwring thi

oporaticnss: :
2075 Rockets ‘1;
7.621:11:1 Id.nked. 15,
5. 56]1]13. 4 o
/,0nm 51&-‘7?) 2%
Lomm (M-5 1,6
Smoke (411 Colorsa) )
Frag Grenadee 10
White “hesphorcus CGreundes 248
106m (Recoilless Rifle} 29
&rm {(Mortor A
Mk-2/, (Flare 192

Mnintenance

Daily road reconnaissance wissions are véry dommnding or equinvewt
= eq

and vehicles in D Troop, Bach vehicle avernged 125 miless per day dwring
this operation, 4lthough numerous ports were replaced, partleunlorlly
sugpengion itens and tires, equipmont rondiness averaged 9S% timousbouwh “ha

g

period, & concrete proventive maintensnce program, actively esupervised

“befere, during, and after operations, forestalled mjor problems, Adrcraft

mintensnce woa greatly improved emabling all air cevolry troops to increase
tholr availability approsinntely 10% over thet avodlable during tho inst
operation,
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! DAILY STAFF J 9" i g {¥o. oF PaGES |
e intidiedoinil N 2 '
|ORGANIZATION- OR "INSTA Idﬂ“"‘m T“‘T’"“ i BARI0D COVEED i
i33/s2 Cu Chi FROM TG o
HO, 1st Bn 8th Arty . XT 654 154 HOUR iDATE HOUR | DATS :
}“*PO 96225 - 000L 8 Mar 68| 2400l8 Mar 68 |
( INCIDENTS M3ISSAGES, ORDERS, EIC i ACTION TAKEN 3
| NO TN : !
!
| 1. 10001} Journal opened. JR ‘ i
! - . §
. 2, | 0600 Div Arty--Helicopter for Bn GO wdll be ready fromi _
§ 1300. %0 1600 hours today. Not Bn HQ TA i
-
; . i
! 3, 13300{ Bn CO departed Cu Chi at this time, }Not FDC TA )
| 4. 11350 6/77 Arty--Night location far 2/27 Inf is at grid .
T | XT578164, _ & Fud FDO ;'
i i
b5, 11737} 2nd Bde INO~~2/34 Armar has a roving patrol with .k
| %79 InT C Co, attatched., They will be moving 2 f
from grid XT726156 to grid XT'733156. Ntfy Fwd ¥DC _MJR
i ‘ ok
‘6., 11800} 2nd Bde INO--2/27 Inf night location attacked by _ :
" : unknown size VG force with small arms, auto weapdns, b
and RPG's, Returned fire with small arms, auto ' i
wedapons, mortars, and 1ight fire teams, Resultas:
oo neg US casualties, 1 VC KIA (BC) Contact wab - :
i i brokeh at I815 hoirs. Not Fwd FDC VC i
! ? !
¢ . ; DRVUR S, O ﬁ‘: -
7. 11820} Fwd FIJC--A/I/S and B/3/13 received end- f-missior{ b
8t T647 Rours, ReSsults? 5 VO KIA (BC) by arty, | :
= 3 secondayy explosions, 11 buildings destroyed, Ntfy D/A TA I
T T )
. 8. {1900 2nd Bde I.N0—1/2’7 Inf night location is in grid i g
: T T XTg28269, 7 T T CNGTY FEFDC TR ; X o
g, '2%151 6/77 Arty--2/27 LNO requests a nKiller Junior® at o
: iz Ioeation tomrorrow or " thHe TRET 44y, 1T there R
P! . is any question contact Bn Ce. Not FOC  JP ¥ E g
' - - R v » —— --—-.. - “ﬁ :‘
! 10, 12400 | Journal closed. S ' MJR o8
T | PR
i i INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY J;z & r}?. =
P
i During the reporting period enemy activity was .. .. 2 3‘
: 1 moderate. A/1/8 fired one mission resulting in 5 Vo £ 3
’ | KIA (F 3 gecondary explosiong, and b 5. .das ..HS
TTYPRD NAME NG ¢ i i
. _
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DATLY STAFF JOURN] L NO. NO OF PAGAS |!
UG ... 2 2 :
| CRGANTZATTON- OR "INSTATIATION BELIOD COVED j
! 83/ s2 Cu Chi FROM TO ‘
¢ Hg, 1st Bn 8th Arty XT 654 154 HOUR |DATS HOUR | DATE :
f APQO 96275 o ool ! 8 Mar 68 2400 8 Mar 68 :

LIt [TIME INGIDENTS, M&SSAGES, ORI £°S, EIC ACTION TAKEN |
| NO. |IN - _
It
; __ INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY CONT,
- Totaly are as follows:
- PER SONNEL: | §
:: VC KIA (BC): 1729 VC KIA (POSS): 1630 L
E l, Weapons DES DAM
— A.Mortars 17 - IR U - :
2. Buildings.., .. .29 .. .. 16 . .l i
3, Ammo dumps 1 0
4o Bridgas 10 0 -
5. "Trenches 3 0 ;
f. _Sampans 108 7
7. Vehicles 3 3 i
f.... Roats 14, 0 e ;
9. Sec Exp 99 0 :
0,__Bunkars a1 5 —
i PLANS AND SIMMARY
s . IMOVES: None. . j
] PLANNED MOVES FOR{9 Harch: Hg, B/1/8 to meve from i
FSPB Harrigon to FSPB MacArthur, i
- OTHER SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION 3
1 1 The total amount of ammunition expended gsinca | . .. ...... -
arrival in country is 4’79,2(1]. rounds., 3;i
All tubes are operational, i
— i
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- Ve KTA {EG) ' | , ]
S VG KLY {P0SS) BT | o |
VC Py 39 | |
SMALL ARMS | 247 '
OREW SERVED WEAFONS- | | 22, - |
12210 ROCKET | 13
12244 AL - 3 |
RPG ROUNDS ‘ 332 ': i
BANGELOR TORPEDOS o \ 26 |
MALL ARMS AIDO | 332995 E
60MM MORTAR AMHO 462 . ‘
BL AND g2 MO | | 3(;§ | ” _f |
’) | 105 ROUNDS 105
- '1
BOMBES o r
FXPLOSIVES 235 Ibs.
HAID riﬁ-mmDEs ;1_
AT MOES - 51 |
AP MINES : 3{;
BOCBY TRAPS | 33 |
CBUTS 207
BUNKERS | 22
'SPIDER HOLES 219
TRENCHES 19 _ |
TUNNELS : 216 L
SIMPLNS 15
,.) o PUNJI PITS 99
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