
ITEM: ALr Mobile Operations .. Advance Parties. 

DISCUSST.O~: ,Advance parties are an extrrnlely import.ant factor in a 
su()cessfii] .. airmobi:1.e operation. Units have relied in the past upon 
infantrY !lor:.,ieato transport Artillery Battery Commanders and advance 
parties ou"initial laifts to the LZ. This method has never been 100% 
successful. 

OBSmV.\TION: Every effort'should be made by the artillery battalion 
to obtain itu own 'aircraft for advance j:arty insertion. 

:!!lli: Air'Mobile Operation - tz ~election. 

DISCUSSION: On a. recent battalion size combat assault to'establish a 
rmw;!iO'rec:mnaissance was made by an artillery officer. Word was 
accepted rro~p the supportM' unit who "hnd boen thel'e l'cfore" 
with'&. art:!Uery battery. Upon' of the first CH..;L.7, t;'l LZ was 



~: Air'Support for Combat Assa;u.'~t:-:::s~.--------------· 

DISCUSSION: It was determined afterus1ng '.rAe as an LZprepmany 
times, t.hat an LZ cap was more e.f'fe.ctive, especially when used in con­
junction If.\.th all LZ unprepped by artillery. On a number of opera,tiona 
a false LZ'was prepped. This proved to be effective ,in establishing 
ccntact. 

OIlSERVATION: LZ air caps should be used as a method qf increasing 
the chance 01' contact with the en8llliY". The FAC, howeVer mUB,t ,not arrive 
above the LZ prior to LZ time not to give the ' 'of the 
LZ' away. 
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