‘Po date, Operation THAIC has been divided into two. phases:
Phase I temminating on. 3121.00 May- and Phase IT continuing: throuah the
-end or the reporting per:.od .

Most significant in the activities of the divielon batween T Hav . /Mﬂ‘({/ SJT
and 31 July were its counternffensive operstions to defest the : :

- 2nd Phase Offensive! of the -enemy ageinst SAIGON-CHOLOM and its

search and destroy maneuvering te thwart and upset the enemy prepa=

rations for his "3rd Fhase Offensive' of late July or early August.

The. M2nd Fhese Offensive" {the "ist Phase Of fensive" being
the TEP.Offensive of 31 January~13 Februsry) commenced 2 May and
. eontimued until 15 May, ~ Alerted by intelligence sources in late April
* of the ilmperding enemy attacks intp the capital resion, the 25th
-Infantry Division maneuvered the Lulk of its comhat forces into
the sputheastern quadrant of its tactical area of operaticnal interest

" ‘to establish a screen beyond the western environs of SATGON-CHOTON,

Deploying itself in depth in western GIA DIM Province, eastern HAU

. NGHIA Province and northern LOMG AN Province during the first few
_days of May, the Division effectively executed & mobile defense to
block the memy s main avenues of approach from the northwest, west
"and ‘southwest. Vhen the eneny meih force units of the Sth and 9th
VC/NVA and the Tth NVA divisions committed themselyes to their approsch
‘marches beglnning on 2 May, the 25%h Infantry Division moved in force
-a3 required to successfully intercept and destroy' the advancing enemy

3 before he could reach his aaaa.ult peaitiona into SAIGON-CHOLON,

Wit.h his main ground thrust. broken and tnrned ‘back, the enemy then
mounted his boastfull "100 rockets a day" 122mm rocket~morter- assaults
ageinst-the capital resion., Hounting extemsive day and night, giound/
geriel patrgls throughout a "rocket belt" 10w15 kilomet ers west of -
‘SAIGON, the "Tropie Lightning! Mvision syatematically crushed this
threat within a few days of its initiastion,
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: A general statistical snalysie of the Divl.sioﬁ 's opersations
: ‘_betwm 1 May and 31 May 1968 reveals the followlngz results: -

218 -

15156 (893 evacusted)

22 amored personnel carriers
five tanks :
one helicopter

one 8" howitzer.

two 15%m howltzers

one trailer . .

Sseven trucks

V.5, killed in action
-+ V.8, wounded in action.
©-U.8, egquipment destroyed
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" U.S. equipment demaged
- (deadlined 2% hours or

- one. 175mm howitzer
7 longer) '

ona tank ratriever

ten trucks -

31 held copters”

two 15%m howitzers

tvo 105mm howitzers

ten tanks : a
21 armored personnel darriers
five individual weapsns

tw crew served weapons -

Uu.8. equipment captured
heny k1lled in action

(confirmed by body count) - 2,275
Eemy prisoners—of-war - - 77
Deteinees - 237

Enany equipment and - : ST
" esupplies captured - 478 1ndividusl wedpons
T o - 213~orew servel wWeapons
' 33.6 tons of rice
one star 1ight scope
471 hnd grensdes - -
31,026 small ams rounds - -
511 rockst, artillery or mortar

rourds
: . o = 100 mortar.fuzes
- Themy document s captured -~ 183 poums -
. Heny equipnent and - - o
. oupplies destroyed =~ 15014 rocket, artillery or
mortar rounds o
166 mines o

53,185 emall arms rounds -
1,775 hand grensdes :
151 sempans .

12,8 tons of rlce

19 erew served weapohs -
26. 1ndividual  wempons .
32-eluster Yomb unita’
1,800 pounds. of salt

two tombe:

243 ‘mortear fuzes
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In genersl, contact with mein force snemy wnite. throughout the ‘
23th Infantry Divielon's tactical area of operationsl interest (TADI) - ;
diminished  considerably in June. and July.  With hig 2nd Fhase Offensive.
on SATHON and subsequently threstened artillery assaults on the o
capital city totslly defeatad, the ‘eneny demonatrated litile dll"
ingness to fight. Rethem in June his maln force unitf that remained

-outaide. SATGON Wwoke .contact, dispersed and exfilirated west into :
back the g Tthwest into WAR 20NE-C. In exsouting this pdl -
into small TV AV01Rsd: asntact and when engaged wes quick to disperse -

rcos olocrao e and dismgege as quickly aa possibls, Intellizence
ad the enemy's intent of withdrawing his :
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l. Operations: Significant Activities.

Operation TOAN THANG continued from last quarter. The forces deployed to
the Capital Military District were successful in spoiling an all out '
May Day attack on Salgon. Approximately two enemy battalions, unable to
consumate their attack on the capital, were trapped in the swamps to the
southwest of Highway 1 near Duc Hoa. During the period 3-5 May over
10,000 rounds of artillery were poured into the area inflicting heavy
casualties on the combined VC/NVA force.

_Duriﬁg the early morning of 9 May, Fire Support Base (FSPB) Maury, vic
XT6502, occupled by elements of 7/11 and 3/13 Arty, repulsed a strong ground
attack (See Incl 1).. ° ' .

On 14 May, one medium battery was deployed to FSPB Patton (XT5921) and on
15 May, two light batteries were moved to FSPB Pope (XT5430). These moves
were made to provide support for TF Daems in operations in the vicinity of
the Mushroom. - ' :

e S———— -




