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Included in the report USARV25-DLL 

dated August thru Oct. 1968 EXT.C.2 contains a combat action analysis of the 

first battalion 5th infantry mechanised division on the 31st of August 1968 

• contains a account of one of their battles in case I should in the future find 

someone who is employed with the 1st and the 5th. 
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DjPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS 25th INFANTRY DIVISION ARTILLERY 

APO San Francisco 96225 

AVDCDA-CO 16 November 1968 

SUBJECT: Operations Report of 25th Inf Div Arty for period ending 
31 Oct 68. RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl). 

To: See Distribution 

1. Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities 

a. General Summary 

Elements of the 25th Inf Div Artillery were actively engaged in combat opera­
tions throughout the reporting period in support of Operation Toan Thang 
II, which continued from the previous quarter. Greatest enemy activity con­
tinued to be centered in the Tay Ninh-Dau Tieng are!}. (Enemy tactics varied 
throughout the reporting (Eriod from relatively long periods of avoiding 
contacts with significant elements of US forces to sudden violent ambushes 
of armed convoys and coordinated attacks against relatively well defended 
combined artillery-infantry positions, referred to as fire support bases) 
(FSB). Artillery direct fire against attacks on these fire support bases 
accounted for a significant number of the high casualties inflicted on the 
enemy, while sustaining very light casualties themselves. Reenforcement 
training on Vietnam type operations for new artillery personnel who have not 
previously served in Vietnam continued to be conducted by the 25th Inf Div 
Reenforcement Training School. Attendance is mandatory for officers 02 and 
below, WO, and enlisted men E7 and below. 1Xaining lasts 5 d~~r A~ 
personnel. Artillery units continued on the job training to develop proficiency 
in all phases of artillery with emphasis on duties of the cannoneer and-fire 
direction center techniques at battery level. Also, proficiency training in 
defense of base camps and fire support bases was conducted continually through­
out the period with emphasis on proper planning of defenSive fires, direct 
fires, countermortar/counterbattery fires, use of appropriate ammunition such 
~~ive or charge 1 fuze time 6e t fpr minimum rengA (referred to in Sec 2 
as Killer Junior), and immediate preplanned reaction to enemy attack (including 
~etermined direction for each gun). 

b. Specific Activities: 

The activities of the elements of the 25th Inf Div Artillery continued to be 
characterized by frequent moves of individual firin batteries to su ort 
!elatively small elements 0 t e infantry; companies pr battalions. 
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(1) On 2 Aug 2/319 Arty r"'turn~cl to r'&J ,F:\tton ("{T5921) frail! ~'S3 Jf'.cl:son (XT4216) 1'.6 it crmtinued. to provid0 direct support (DS) to its own 3d Br:ignde of too lOlst Ail' Cavall"lJ, which W:'.3 und8r th: Op0r,"tion~1 co,ltro1 (OPCON) of the 25th Infantry Division. 

(2) On 4 Aue C 1 8 do 1m'&d to "'S3 Kaenc II (,XT6502). from "W i'Q ode 11 to ~o • "rations continu"d in tho i:\l'Oa througmut .,ugust. The following di1J' Al1/e move-d from F58 Stu:'.rt III (XT-4919) Md C/3/13 moved front au Chi into FS3 Butler III (1T5404) to support GLrwnts of th: 3/101 Air C,W in COnDat ass!1ult, (CA) r.nd Nconn:cissMce in foroe (RL7) aper3tions north of 13110 Tr3i. On 7 AugusttthaBO battqills rGturn(;d"to th", eSd'? i';:Q .. ! NliQ,ga tbx*Y' h{l.d come. 

(3) An :'.dciitionDl n).)dium b.o.ttery 13/1/27 W.lS ass:ignod tho iAsBian of GGnor:>..l SUj.)port R:linfarcing tho 25th Inf Div Arty en 6 August nt which tiil-e it moved into FSB j'£ado (XT6OU). This bRttsry ;,nwd' to StU1'.rt III (XT4919) en 8 August to rcp1c,cc All/$ which retum"d to Cu Chi. , 

(4) Th.; fullowing de~r, 9 August, a now ;758, Buo11 II,w.s occupiud in grid XT<:256. D/7/11 mowd from E\loll (XT2153) Md A/3/JJ from Te.v Ninh into 13U'-'ll II. 
, U • /I (5) 13"tween ::nd 17 ., just sowrtl ,!lOWS w~re mI:'. "t "J:'.intcln e.rtillPry su;:port for tl'ie f aL moVJPf" j )."'n.-'ll ~ n .dev¢log"d, On one occasion the artilldry virtu:J.1y outrm th" infantry. During th" ovening of 15 August a Civi1iD.n IrNgualr Dof,mse Group (arm) p1c:ltoen of 30 l1l0n W~.s Nportod surrounded bJ IlIl NVA forco of 100 or roore in the vicinity of XT3377. Il11nl:Jdiatsly, B/7/i1 Arty Wo,s alerwd for a possible move to support thJ bc1c11gueNd force. tJy midnight 15-16 August 4 schema of lU~.nOuwr D.nd firo support had bG'ln dovo1oj:Gd to relieve tho su:trounded pl~,toon. At first light 16 August, A/3/D Arty follow~d a rOad sweeping teem frofil FSB lluGll II to i"SB St Bllrb'!,ra (XT2768) and by 0900 was ready to firll [\ ten-j,Un1,lto LllIlding Zone (Ll) prcp1ration for 2/27th.Inf2.ntry. At tho S(UJl) tirae 0/7/11 Arty pNp:1.r6d for e.n nir mooil", tIDW from l"1:e Rawlins III (XT4!94S) to FSB I(nox eX12(77) to provide diNct support to tl1.> 2/27 Infantry as it . HUn t to too re 1i~f of tho OJl)G platoon. "t 0915 and 1'gain nt 11.3 5 tre Oper­::,ti'h WI\S delay>3d tiS 'G3 :md oth.:r divisiomu. eleLJilnts reaes6saod the BitUc:ltion .~cl. cooroinated air nss.o&s with thtl noods for both the. Wantrv' conbat cssllult (C,~) ,".lld. the :lrtillary air mobil,;, cIPplacerJGnt. ,The .ClDG plt\toon w:'.so:x.trr.cted at 1200 hrs. f'ina1ly at JJ10 thQ reli"f Op"rntion - nOW e. follow-up opontion-­bog:'.ll ~"ith tho o.rti11Jry pNpnr'ltion of tha LZ in the lIicinity of XT28'f7. At 1435 C/7/ll.b&gPTI th" sir--mobilG mw it had prep:\red for at 0900. Tao nOJ..-t dny, 17 Aug, A/3/JJ retumed to i'SS Buell II (XT2256) Md C/7/ll retUn'led to FSB Rawlins III. 

(6) Tbi 10p& nxpycted 'yC/NyA Third Qiron§;" beft'.p in tbfi early I!1Qmjn~ .QclllP.s of 18 NW 61l, with :w ettnck on ",sa bU;.lll II. At 0120 rs thG position . w::'.s 1'.ttack"d with mortars, rockets, small e.rms, I\I'ld foot troOps. i<t 0225 hra, T::;;" Ninh be.se CJ.ll1l was rec0iving small nrms fire .md mort<ll'$1 and at 0245, thu Nui B Q. D.:;h sign '\l '.r:~cl,lity .~cme und~t" gNund ntt::'.ck. ' ... -
'., 
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early August while the 

fighting lulled in south Vietnam 25th infantry division intelligence officers 

-rIA"! '/VI"''' 
began receiving information indicating a major offensive against ~e city • 

On~17th the 1st brigade Tanine base camp shook to the sound of exploding 

mortar and rocket shells. The shelling was apparently aimed at diverting 

tropic lightning's attention from the major NVA VC objectives. 4 miles north of 
A·0~ ",,<.{,.NC-

Tanine city tropic lightning at fire support base ll.ue1 2 were under mortar and 

rocket fire also. As the intensity of the fire increased NVA soldiers tried 
a.m. 

to overrun the American camp. At 234 more 

lowlands tropic lightning residents of the 

than 3,000 feet above the surrounding 
N,\I>It~o,"" 
Neubaden signal facility were also 

attacked. Both of these attacks failed. At Bue1 2 84 NVA attackers perished in 

3 hours - and at Neubaden 15 enemy soldiers:.died. The next morning an unknown sized 

enemy force was reported in Tanine city setting several fires in civilian areas. 

Tropic lightning units deployed in blocking positions around the city as Vietnamese 

forces moved thru flushing out the enemy. In the SE portion of the city elements 

of the 4th of the 23rd infantry and the 3rd of the 4th calvary killed 12 enemy. 
~o.\1·E(,,,,, 

Meanwhile the 1st of the 5th infantry mechanized departed Datien base camp to 
\\t'\ C~i 

clear the road to Tanine. Entry in the BieaeHHs8 rubber plantation 2~ miles southwest 

of Dauten the bomb cats encounted an NVA force whose apparent missions were to 

block any attempt to reinforce Tanine. For 6 hours the bobcats c10bbed the 

helpless enemy force killing 42. Following morning at 9:30 after an uneventful night 
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the 3rd of the 4th calvary troops moved east along highway 26 coming under 

fire from an enemy force entrenched in rice paddies along the road - 34 enemy 

died in this six hour clash. Before the 3/4 horsemen could polish off their foe 

at" (vi 
the bobcats were again attacked while moving thru Bt*tqaee. With arti11ary, 

infantrymen mauled the attackers - 67 of them perished. Wednesday's I~ 

activity shifted back to BenCui and the 1st of the 5th mech at 1254 p.m. the 

bobcats were advancing thru the rubber when .an enemy batta11ion met them head 

on. For 90 minutes the enemy launched 3 human wave attacks on the bobcats. 

Supported by arti11ary gunships and airs trikes the bobcats made short work of 

the foe killing 182. TWo trqpic lightning fire support bases were attacked 
R..,tll1I. ~ shortly after 1:00 Tliursday. 60 attackers died at Bue1 ~as they charged at -

point blank artil1ary barrages. And 25 perished at fire support base Rollins 

2 miles east of Tanine city. Fr.iday tropic lightning got a break, but 20 
south 

minutes past midnight saturday the 5 miles west of Datien 62 NV soldiers died 

charging fire support base Goldfield. The week finally came to a close 

more than 900 enemy soldiers 

The new week opened with ~
w . h lightning and died. 
~ evLk. 

a attack on the Cochee to Tanine convoy. 

Elements of the 4th of the 23rd infantry mechanized and the 3rd of the 4th calvary 

snapped back killing 103. Scattered contacts involving fire support base Rollings 

the 1st of the 5th infantry mech and the attached 3rd brigade 101st airborne division 

accounted for more than 190 dead in August's final 5 days. The first batt1~, of 

Tanine was history the victory belonged to tropic lightning 
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A total of 6.3 NVA (body Count) ware Id.ll"d ~ring tho attack o.t FSb BUElll II. 
During the dllYllght hours continuous c011tact was m.'ldo with en~my forc,;s in 
tw T!lY Ninh !lX'iln. As d"rkn0ss f"ll it b~Cml)3'!lpparent th\J "nGtny woUld 
ron.;,w his ,,!forts agllinst Tay Ninh, Buell II, Dc.u Thng.· and To.y Ninh ,"1\6t. 
An G stinnt..;,d two NVA battnlions occupiod T~.y .Ninh ':'!lst. C/2/J:3 arriwd in 
Cu Chi from I'hu Loi (23d Arty Group) to n981llJk) a G<Jner<'.l Sup!=Ort Roinforeing 
mission. This 105mm ilowitzvr blltt<;.ry Wml moved to Tay Ninh b~' r.ir on 19 Aug 
68 •. 

(7) The following two d,.ys till enomy eonl',inuod sporadic att"cka by fire 
en Dnu Tieng e.nd Tny Ninh b"so camps and fire Bupport b:·.ses in tl".; £INn. 
Div Arty units provided oontinuous elollO fire support of the mo.n"uwr Gl.3UlClnts 
sould.ng him out. On 21 August, A/2/lJ llXlvod from TIliY Ninh to RD:wlins III 
(XT 2(48). to eup!=Ort 4/23 J-iioeh In! and A/l/SllXlvoiJd to Dau T:L3og fr6lnCu Chi 
to support 1/ 5 ~10ch Inf. . 

,,.....___(8) FSB .sohofiald III (;.T 4l44) was occupied on 22 August by All/S Arty 
from l!t\u Ticng and C/7/11 Arty frcrn Rawline III. Two dnys lo:t.or. nt npprox­
innwly 0015 hours 24 August this ndW poeiUon roedved !l Illnvyground ~.ttaek; 
ThO more than 2000 ro\ll1Cls of artill.::ry fil\>d in def~ns6 o.ccountcd for n 
~.jor part of tl".; 62 onulI\Y body eount. Sohofield IIIwils V\".c<".wd on 25 
August (c!x! both butt8riss 1'U turne d to tl;c b.1ses from which t~y carll). Aleo 
OIl 25 Aug;. A/2./l3 Arty(rol\dmc.rch"d)tQ Cu Chi from FSB RtlWline III. During tm 
e~.rly IIXlrnihg hoUrs of 22 ,u'Qyst b'$tI1 S \lImn n (1.T 22.56) I i8wlins III (~T 2948), 
D.nd Stuf.rt III (AT 4919) ull recei vudat·t"cks by fire and light ground prob<1s. 
Light tri(lpCU;Y (Jhsulllti<o;s .'U1d unknown onol1\V casuultitls rvsulted • 



TIw tedlPO of ground r.ction incru8.so d 
1~"S agt\:in' on ·th~ ill;JV~ to lJl(lint,\in its sUP1-ort 

Arty NtUr)Nd to ·Cu Chi and iJiv .~rty control from op...ri1 tion:,l control of tll:; Cr.pi trLl M.litary ilseistnnc" Conumna at r'SB Danford (XS 7799). OtINr iJiv ,lrty o16Jn"nts fann"d out from Cu Chi to tho nortrr..ost (A/3/J3 plus ono 60 ction of D/3/D to F'SS Pntton) '!lci to tIN north (All/8 to i<'StJ ~iog" rs, XT 6827). II 101st ,drbol"!l" bflttuI'Y, B/4319, mOVbd from Pptton to ?'$ ShrJ'Wr (.~T 6525) to Ql'ld its 6UPtxlrt to th..Lt of All/8 for infmtry op~rnting in that vicinity. 'rho- nuxt dc;y, 4 ~ptt.liD,.r, nrtlll-JI'Y ;,owm~nt continued as D!3/13 di6plec~d from G'lI CM. to l'sa Lincoln II (XT 3$25) 'l1ld .1/1/8 mndfi) n short K10c,1tion from l"Sb Rool6-rS to FSB, D.arby (XT 6432). C/2/77 ,.,n;l a firo dire ction cc;nt"r from l/S movod frCill Cu Chi to FS1:J Hodgus ("T 6232) to support th<J 1/27 InfantI"'JI ' 

(12) Ji'rom, through 8 &'ptornbc.r, c.lcl!\,mts of th" 3d Brigr.de, 10lst Airborn" Pivision, cngat;t:d th, eJ1€wy in significrnt Conkcta in thu vicinity of XT,419 (5-6SiJp) and the vicinity of J:T 5728 (7-8 Sop). Despite 11,500 rou;\ds of c.rtillur,)T fired in flupport, tt:.; final !"<leul ts we ro dj snppointi~: 
\. ' 

US Lossus: 

EnolI\V Lossus: 

Cnpt1:'-red: 

KIiI VlIA FW 

Ja ~ 

59 (Sody Count) 
19 (Possibl,,) 

2 mort'1rs, 24 ,individual w":lponS; ~ssorted rocklt propG11Qd gr0n,1d0S, mindS, m1Ci hE,ni gNnades. 

(13) .r reI 'm t.s increaso. c<> [.gdn t ,) threa Wt.Sp t T"'y ~ I'MI)D-U T.!.eng ar~& and on 11 Saptelli::><tr C/2/77 cond1l\ctud an alrmobls mow frOJll ~'seHodgus (XT 6:2.'32) to T<\)T Ninh. Till fi!':) dire ct;i.on e1"1ll<.mt f~oml/e ill'tu 10 c .. tod with C/2/77 ruturn0d tp au Chi. Th.G en",II\V's I.\ctivtty reach"d n clwlX at 0200 hours on 13 SJptunb€Jl' wn.n h;, L.unclNd l!, lll'\ssive s.thclc 1lgainst YSlJ Buell III ("T 2153). , this woll dug :I,n position, m&'Pn0d by C/2/13J1rty and 3/22 Inf,ntr,)T, recdwd 1000 mortf,r f\l!d rocket prop6.Ued t;r,vnnd,Q rounds !md D- bJavy ground v.ttack. Tho nt,t;ckilrs 10ft \:>ohj.nd,76 dead;. but wounded onl,y 17 U5 dcftlndvrs. Ontho 14th B/3/J:? Arty displCLood to Cu Ch;i. :\ft.Jr nlmOllt n~," months nt~' Harrison. (;:T7304). Tho Sf.m.; ~"y i.1/2/-319 Arty disp1nc..;d from FSB Sh,.fWr XT 6.52 to FSIJ Popa (XT 5h30)~. en 16 &;pto~b()r23d Jl.rty Group r\;Jplaci,;d C/Z/J3 at 2uo11 III with· B/2/JJ. C/F./J3 110 nt to ,Gu Chi Md on thv lath Wf\S eXCh~Jlg(Hi for A/2/J3 from Phu Loi •. Qn16 and 17S<;pwmber tM unemy lost 104 KIA in ground nss,,-ults em 3/2/319 at F$ PQPj.· On J.7 &lptoll1b(;r D/3/13~t F&J Lincoln II (xr 3825) !!I1d B/3/D :.t Cu Chi be th ~leT(; diopl,cdd to FSS F.a.mpton (XT 4123) to ./eight the. ~.ction cgS:l.nst 0nelliy elem"nts engage;d in th .. Trung Lnp orea. 

4 
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On this s:un-c dltS Colon,;,l Gordon Sumn';;1' Jr, CO, 25th In£ Div "rt~ W.'\S rc-:',c3i(ln­
ad tlsCi1id of St:cff 25th Inf Div. H0 wns succv0dtld in cOJlllncnd of' the 25th 
Inf Div'wty by Colon"l Luciuo G. Hill. On 19 S0ptcm~·,r-6./}/8-:\ which lvd Ollen 
at FSD S~,g;e (:[T 5734) sinc0 tl1() 15th, r6livvod&/1/S},t i'~d Crock"tt 11 . 
(,:1 7416). nt'"vo B.nttvr,Y rvturnIJd to Cu Chi. ;Urhi'. B''.tkry rc;ITnlll<)d nt 
Cr-oc.\{Gtt II through the; ene). of thv r.:u'.rt~r. On the, 20th 13/4319 ;\1'1" dis­
pbC0d from }'Sri Poo.:: to /Sl:l P,.tton II ("T 5819). 

(14) 5i; kM00r 2 ., d 
only minor !loptoct. wah th' tlP'''ij!'. Tha uost sJ.gm.nc.·:nt nrh cry' d0v(". or­
JllJnt lit,S t:.0 r..: turn of 2/77 Arti)' to Division Ar-tillvro' contrul after ~lewn 
1ji.-"ks und.,rCr,pitrJ, hilikry "66i6t".nc.; Conunmd ((}lAC) control in the 
vicinity of 'lll.n Son Nhut ;.ir Bns£.. Too 2/319 Arty (Abri) r.nd its suprorted . 
unit, 3d .lilE/101st.bn Div, rotum"d to tl10ir pt'.rent org:>niz·,tion IS control 
rt Phuoc Vinh on 25 3"ptcmbor. il1so clUring this J)vriod ;, nUlllb~r of sh0rt 
dur't'..c'n ,o.ri;' u ;' l!J)VuS WI'" mr.d€l in th~ vicinit· of th.> HSR o0tWQOn 'inh 
rJ1d F'StJ Se B,'ll'bara.. (XT 27. to sUPiX>rt the lnt. iJrig", 0 (.pvl1ing th" 1·.SIt 
nnd securing th" ~ 1'513, which hi::d been the tr,rget 0 f fr,,(:ll'Jn t 
:>.tt eks b:r fire. On, 'f t,iiC's'O mov:,s bNUght 0/1/27 from FSB Stucrt III Ucr-
4919) t.o l'S3i'r"('>[~ L (.;T 3958) con 25 Scpi;.;hlbcr. On JO S0p~rnbcr C/.t./"7 
Jn0vl..i from T~.:r Hil!!-, :,·;·SS HeN:'ir (.5 4.<56) to provid" direct sup!o,'~; 101' tho 
:2j:Z2 Inl (Mveh), as '.tie 3d Brigade began operations in th.t area. llle lull 
. vr~ y aeti un :n 20 Su tvl11bv '1 3 October ~I s o~ 
con ac >·s 
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c=:: horwitscher shells were hurled into their faces from point blank range by the 

2nd battalion 13th artillary. Other defenders from the 3rd of the 42nd 

infantry and the 2nd battalion 27th infantry added fire power. The enemy fled 

3 hours later leaving 76 dead behind. Another Koochee to Tanine convoy was hit 

on Sept. 12th. On Sept. 17th the predawn attack routine was replayed against 

the guns at fire support base pope 15 miles NW of Koochee. Screaming eagles 

from the 3rd brigade 101st airborne division conducted the defense and the final 

count was 131 enemy dead. The last action for the tropic lightning soldiers during 

the 27th year occured on~~ 20th. The day opened with the mortar and 

ground attack against the bobcats night defensive position on the edge of Benquee. 

The attack began at 5 minutes past midnight lasted 3 hours and cost the attackers 

37 dead. 28 more enemy died the same day in a two hour battle with the 4th of 

the 23rd infantry and the 3rd of the 22nd infantry. 10 days of moderate 

C) activity brought tropic lightnings 27th year to a close. More than 3,700 enemy 

had challenged lightning and died since Thong 2 had begun. 



brief lull in the 

fighting ended before dawn O~llth when the Benchuey erupted to exploding 

mortar shells. The night defensive position of the 1st battalion 5th infantry 

mech. 3 miles south of Daten was the target of an estimated enemy battalion. 

The bobcats called in artillary counterattack and in 3 hours killed 99 enemy. 

Two days later the enemy hit Bue1 2 hard and mortar barraged estimated at more 

than 50 incoming rounds a minute at peak intensity hit the camp at 1:50 in the 

morning. Waves of attackers flung themselves at the position, more than 1105 



(15) ", momi? hours of .3 Octoo-cr ,';-J!:! 1\,,011<: 1 L.L w;',S 

'ckud with mort ,l'f] "nd RFCPs; os wvro n, nor whilv (·118 

1:' t.. ': '.,le ;-;r coun ·'rfi ... t~tr f.i.r",s. 1V (" r(!c W;I t: .. , .... +J,,) '.-:; 

ow 'lr,r'nlinl' "1)( 0 I'll' wl.':,h no ["'.n . lcmt e,'.S11 .ltlcs. IJn 3 Octc,00r 
H/l 27 ond,.)(4, ·.C W"<l:< nne. S cy t. i.:rc';;g. ,:T 958 'n,. mow to &:wlins III 
(,.':' 2948). Th.., ne;ct. d,',y A/':!./77 .. '.t T:·;y Ninh nnd ,,/7/11 •. t D,,,..! Ti"ng b :~E) 
c[~mps Q;~ch,ong"d pooi tiona in order to r0 join their F.'runtunits. ;,'urtLcr 
!'vclistribution of i'rtilhrY'lss.;ts took pl,...00 on 6 Octoovrs B ;:nd D/)/B 
d.Jf.'.rtcd FSE! H:'JlpLn C •• T 41;<3): l:Jr.~.\'O B,ttor" roovin~ t,_ t·'Si:J ,'ood ("T4434), 
r.no IJ"ltc. B,.tt':r;·· l' tU)'ning to Gu. Chi. Th. r';d<;Jpl··y.nvn t of '''.rtillvl''J tc' Lho 
"n<,nl:.Q." p,.tt~rn d dil'cct sUPFort 1.0. 7/11 ;.rty n,;, tc.: 13~ ::Srig·.cio .'t 1',"Y 
Nhln end 2./77 ;:.rtji us to 3(1 Erig;;dJ o,t Dt.u Ti0ng Wt.S cornplvt..,d on 7 Oct:.'hr 
t~h0,l i./7/11 lI1()wd front Tc.y Ninh trJ r(;pl·.cG J/2/1.3 ret til'; ')IJ()l1 III C;T ;;, .~») 
·n·t ;;';:477 llmrvd in t,,) FSB McN;,jr (.:'1' 45:<6) from C.u Chi. ..;nroutv c",; T" 
Ni'j:l B/;,/13 wont to FSL Hull (XT 2638) J 'lDd vnrolltc to tlc;),ir S/;'/77 "~'l~ to 
F~}: ;,ustin (..~T 37.31) to ~Upp01"t 3/::2 Inf'.nt]"V opGr',tiC'ns iri th, vicini.t.y of 
xT~930, during whi,:h .'\ ninu-ton ricc c '.ch~· "~',S loc·.t,.d. T', Coli, "j,; lc,y 
Bj: /13 r-~t.l1rn"(! t<~ I;U Chi frOl,l 1',":'1' Ninh ~n<l its sister ,)-+.; ... r"'. ,~'rh'-'J 
mov ,d by helicopter from Cu Chi tu ~'SB \~'\ro (n 5926) ill GUp;.Q,t of 2d 
nd ,:-de "rcr,~ticns. ,sig,nific:.nt cont ,ct duv, lVj..l.d on 1" "lctvb<.:r w!1on 
til,- '.'.jJ.2 h[ r0cciwu ::mipvr fire in Grid ;:1' 5322. Duri!lf;"t:u d::y lelQ':, 

........... ,I'W' ....... 



frounds of artillery were fired into the target ar"as d(!spit" fr",!u('nt ilnd 
{.prolonged check-f-jrps for gppSh"ips and aUstrikes. D.ur..iJ)P thc' n~ 3 PIl,I 

more rounds were fired. When maneuver elements swept thc' urea U!i 11 
October, 26 enemy bodies were located; 13 of tlH'se were o;-ficial]~: (T\,d~ _,.d 
to artillf:ry. l'Je(]mvhile, on 10 October, Givision ArLillr.~rv r(;'ct'.lV{'(fr<'ll, 

23d Arty Croup an addit'ional General Support Reinforcjn(~ lll;,dium Gal t ('ry, C/! 
v/hich moved into Cu Chi. On 11 October, D/3/1J (HI! Howitzcr) P]OVI!c! fr(llJ: 

Cu Chi to FSB Stuart lIT (XT 4919) which it continued to occu,'\' at lh,' ,'I "S 

of the quarter. The following night B/1/27 Arty a': FSB Raw[jns 1:1 l'l',"-I:cd 
to int£d ligl!I1ce indicating an attack on Tay Ninh base camp by Il,akir:g a 
night march into the camp to provide additional fire pow"r. Ot, u,,' 13t], 
C/1/27 moved from Cu Chi to replace its sister battery at Rawl,ns Ill, 
where it remained as the quarter ended. 

(6) On 14 'Jctobcr C/2177 was displaced from FSIl McNair (XT4S26) te, 
Tay Ninh West (base camp), where it was attached to the 7/11 to support 
1st Brigade operations', Second Brigade operations ~vere supportpcl by J\/2/1'1. 
which moved :rom FSB \,are (XT 5926) to C:u Chi on 1'; October, and thvn to FSiI 
Jackson TIl (XT 4316) on the following day. Also on 16 October P/7/'! 

moved from Tay Ninh to FSB Hines (XT (llSI), where it remainc'd unLil 21 
October, when it returned to base camp. Deep mud at FSB Jackson 111. 
c§llsed by U'Cen; Rca$, rains, preventl~d A/2/13 from returning to eu Chi (m 
22 October, as planned. The battery was bogged down unlil thv following day. 
when a CH S4 (Flying ~ane) helicopter lifted five"t{llc1sS'" Wit of !1]p !])1!~. 

,-, 
t .•• 

The battery closed into Cu Chi late on the afternoon of 23 October. Til, 
same day CI7/11, which had gone to FSB St Barbara (XT27I,8) on the 17th, 1'etl"-1I d 
to its parent battalion at Dau Tieng. The following day C/2/77 moved to 
FSB Mahone (XT 5337) to support the 1127 Infantry, as the Wolfhounds and 
other 3d Brigade elements spent the last week of OcLober rooting out (~nl'my 
troops and Viet Cong Infrastructure personnel in the Than An area (XT 533R). 

(7) The 23d Ar,ty Group's 2/13 I\rty Battalion again rotated two of its 
light batteries on @ October. A/2/13 went to Phu Lol from Cu Chi. and was 
rq)laced by C/2/13, which road marched to Tay Ninh. AIs" on the 21,th CO/ll 
moved from Rawlins III to ~ (XT 3958), frOlI which it SUl'po,"tcd 
1st Brigade operations through the end of the month. An outstanding exan~I(, 
of the close fire support given to the smallest infantry element occurred on 
the night of 25-26 October. Two ambush patrols from the 2/27 JofoptT" 

ecame enga" with enem force ~pjt]' Of XI 7015, liB Arty Cjred 

in sUPllort, an t e infantry battalibn cQmmandf.r credite(! tIlt' artill, r¥ 
SUpp 1 '1 sav'n' troIs from bcin overrun. As First Brigad{. 
operaLinns pushed i.nto the southern edge of War Zone C on 27 October, BI7/l1 
moved to FSB Grant II (XT 3862) from Tay Ninh and remained there as the 
mooth ended. 
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(18) On th" 28th th~ ~,rtillvJ:' lic'.ison offic~r (LNO) "Hh 1;/9 Ini>ntry 
"'["S kiileo, !.'..s he :md the b~.ttalion CO~IUl'l::ndcir s.3~~rchcd tll( .. bodi(;r, ().L sGv0r:,1 
8nomy killc:d by m c.ircrClft .from th" 3/17 Air C:,v-lrO'. Thv; -,1LAing:1,:­
tho LNO \Vith 1/5 Noch Inf,ontry \V:\<' \Vound~d ·,hen tl",; CU'M"',r~ tr;,cl: ":',8 h',' 
b~r.3 rockut prOp,-,110d grvni.dtS b0t,wl,;on Dc·,u Tivng ~·: . .nd Try NirA~. 

(19) On 31 Oct0b"r 3/2/13 r .. uvsd fro;;l FS:i httc;n II (ZT 5"19) :;0,'3 
Gordon (AT 5830) to support t·,10 cOlllpmi0s of th~ 4/9 Inf:cntr:,'. T'lis brought 
to :\ close :, c,u,.o,rtvr in "hich Div Arty vluTlL'nt8 heed ",r,d0 2",5 ;,lOV.,S "1cl fil"'c] 
283,102 i',rtill;;r;y rounds. ~-

c. H"rsonnel end Logistics. 

(1) T11. .. S-l irnint°ined coordination of tho pvrsonnJl nvc'tls Cl iJiv Art~' 
wi th G-I throughout th~ qtl1!'..rte r. Thu on .... 111 •. ;,jor p'" rscnnol problvi!i ;""',3 ,'1, 

s:lOrkg" of o,rtilLry co,pt:cins. This short"£8 ho,s been po:u\t"d out tr ()-1 

Me: is being :,tbck"d ,oppropri,o,t';'ly. Div Arty units lost 11 nen kill;' ".n 
r.ction 'cr:d h:',Q .166 1:12n wouno;;d :U;, ',ctio~ during thw p:,st c:u',rte':'. ( Arti~"i'Y-] 
mon ~c()?ved 12:(j Y",lol' Alj1r.rds, 3v.L Scrncc A\Vc,rds, -pO l-urplv H'>'xts :,110, 

75 Air l~:!.ld:l.ls durmg lWell st . .:):lph;nPy,r, '"'pd QctOOyr,) 

(2) D",ring t'P p~,st ,,"',I-tur IJiv Arty S-4 op,~r:,ti()ns"')n sisth, uf 
coordin,oting r0supplJ' :'.ctivitlvs in support of the) firine, uri to. 'he: 
n,"gnitude of thJ tr',s!{ r..;!:cl~d :-'. p(...~k 7-8 S3ptomi::wr \~Jl-:rl ~~lu. '-,,;;t3 : . .<' t.hw 3d 
Brigo,de 101st Airco)"l)() Division he,d h",:vy cont"ct in t.hv . iLi'lit;;; c1 ;;T 57;'3. 
Div Arty fired 840ihr~Ul1ds 'lA, sup:?ort thorn duri.cg thin cr,'" ~,,;1')'L r:.I·iod. 
All nvnilnblo r,pens\ of tr';nsporktion w0r0us"d for the .rcsupg1;" inc.Ludiru; 

Contle:!; ""ssimtic,l sorties of CH 4 • (ArilffiUl1ition \',"S l'osupplivd thl"')U6:,C'lt 
the nlgnt ['ll re-5tocking WD.S comp10ted bl' 1800 tn0 fc:~ovlin;; d,{{.J ?:cp J."ck 
of sufficient velriclus ond pcrsonn"l in the co:bimd b, c.tic,uc,rti:l's -net 
service) butwry orgcnic to Division Artil10ry br,tt,llicrls m'cd" til,? rvcl.:-ly 
tasl, especially di[ficult. A separate service b2,ttory such us thr,t, oIg"nic 
to tho non-clivisionnl p,rtillcry b,o,ttulion would provide t:J0 nc,ccssu:i" 
vehicles end p"rsonncl. (llDfeI'0nC0 Oporntion.'11 Rf;port Lessons L0,~med 
dded 18 hay 1968 i;t0m 2.f.(1) Service 3r.ttory RcC;uirvmcrlt, p<v> 10 °nd 
ORLL dnted 15 Aut: 68 i tom 2.8.(1) Clr.ss V Tn1l1sport"tiol1, pog" 7.) 

d. Tlle Civil J,ffD,irs progro,m rG[,lized scm- SUCC~SB d~ring the ,:u ',rtcr. 
There W[.S :L'1crec.seQ popub,r coopor .... tion \Vi th GOV"I",11nnt cf Viatn[Jll (C; VN) 
t1g0ncics, ~J1d meN Vl,luntnry intellig0DJJ Nports wore llL:d0 tn GVli, US "11d 
Free Ilorld Ydlitr',rJ Assistcnco Farcels (Fill'iAl'). School bujJ ~ini!s in Tr,"ng 
Dong W0~~ rop~.irud by tnt) self-h~",lp efforts of th3 JccC'.l ' 0r111 ,~.tion u:-'ling 
m~t0ricls providod b:: tw Div Art~;· Civil ALf.cirs se" ;tio:,. ,\, ',u" nvu r10d 
Ltrino fucili t,' WO,3 cOllp13tod at tl10 10c Du Fl'LlnrJ 5c(:,0,'J. (AT 4920). The 
school 1'1 ... 5 sevural hundred students r.nd this s 'jli tr,tion 1':' cihty will lp Ip 
inlJrow the hygiene of thd stud"nts. Ll Trcng BMg prop'or c :,;;uch nCvQ"d 
btmk"r for tIP nnt0mity disp0ns::ry \V8,S cOlllpl,)wd. Fsy"hulogic:ll C')d'",tion:s 
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