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dated August thru Oct. 1968 EXT.C.2 contains a combat action analysis of the
first battalion 5th infantry mechanised division on the 31st of August 1968
' contains a account of one of their battles in case I .should in the future find

someone who is employed with the 1st and the 5th.
—_— . — . N - G | [,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
(::) HEADQUARTERS 25th INFANTRY DIVISION ARTILLERY
APO  San Francisco 96225

AVDCDA-CO , . 16 November 1968

SUBJECT: Operations Report of 25th Inf Div Arty for period ending
31 Oct 68, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1),

To: See Distribution

1. Section 1, Operations: Sipnificant Activities

a. General Summary

Elements of the 25th Inf Div Artillery were actively engaged in combat opera-
tions throughout the reporting period in support of Operation Toan Thang

11, which continued from the previous quarter. Greatest enemy activity con-
tinued to be centered in the Tay Ninh-Dau Tieng areg. (Enemy tactics varied
throughout the reporting period from relatively long periods of avoiding
contacts with significant elements of US forces to sudden violent ambushes
of armed convoys and coordinated attacks against relatively well defended
combined artillery-infantry positions, referred to as fire support bases)

(::) (FSB). Artillery direct fire against attacks on these fire support bases
accounted for a significant number of the high casualties inflicted on the
enemy, while sustaining very light casualties themselves, Reenforcement
training on Vietnam type operations for new artillery personnel who have not
previously served in Vietnam continued to be conducted by the 25th Inf Div
Reenforcement Training School. Attendance is mandatory for officers 02 and
below, WO, and enlisted men E7 and below, Training lasts 5 days for Artill
personnel. Artillery units continued on the job training to develop proficlency
in all phases of artillery with emphasis on duties of the cannoneer and-fire
direction center techniques at battery level, Also, proficiency training in
defense of base camps and fire support bases was conducted continually through-
out the period with emphasis on proper planning of defensive fires, direct
fires, countermortar/counterbattery fires, use of appropriate ammunition such
as_beehive or_charge 1 fuze time for minimum raoge, (referred to in Sec 2
as Killer Junior), and jmmediate preplanned reaction to enemy attack (including

predetermlned direction for each gun).

b, Specific Activities:

The activities of the elements of the 25th Inf Div Artillery continued to be
characterized by frequent moves of individual firing batteries to support
relatively small elements of the infantry; companies pr battalions,

FOR OT UT " DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
C\' sea10z - "1 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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1 On 2 Avg 2/319 Arty returncd to P88 Fatton (AT5921) from FSB Jnckson
(XT4216) es it continued to provids dirict support (US) to its own 3d brigade
of the 10lst air Cevalry, which Wos undor the operation-l control (OPGON) of
the 25th Infantry Division, -

(2) On 4 aug

Kaenc IT ()['1‘6502) ' ronl 3SR ha-de

1011) 0 Supporl Trrjpemrte—s by  Upurations continued in the arca
throughout .august. The following day 4/1/€ mowcd from F&8 Stusrt III (XT~
4319) anc 0/3/13 moved from Cu Chi into FS3 sutler III (AT5404) to support
slinents of the 3/101 iir Cav in conbat assault, (CA) and reconnsissance in

foroe (RIF) operations north of Bao Tred. On 7 sugust''these buttorics
retumed 'to the FS3tg Fags Wrhthiy hod come, -

(3) An additional medium battery B/1/27 was assigned the idselon of ;
Goneral Support feinforcing the 25th Inf Div Arty on 6 August at which time
it moved into PSB Mo ado (XT6011), This battery soved to Stusrt IIT (XT4919)
M 8 August to replece A/L/8 which re tumed to Cu Chi,

(4) The following day, 9 August, a now 788, Buell IT, wos occupicd in
grid AT<256, B/7/11 moved from Buell (XT21%3) ond 4/3/13 from Toy Ninh into
Busll 11, : ' . |

(5) Betweenn and 17 August sewersl doves WoI'G o e"t aintain artillery

support for the Tast moving ononare cintg. but.no sienific-nt ~etion
developed, On one occasion the artillery virtu:lly outran the inf antry.
- Durdng tho cvening of 15 August a Civilien Irrvgualr Dofunse Group (CIDG)
platoon of 30 min was reported surrounded by an  NVA forcs of 100 or wore in
the vicinity of xm3377. Tmmediately, B/7/I1 Arty was alerted for a possiblo
move to support the belesguered force., by widnight 15~16 August g scheme
of woneuwsr ~ad fire support had been developed to relieye the surrounded
pletoon. At first light 14 Avgust, 4/3/13 irty followsd a road swseping teom
frow FSB Buell II to I'SB St Barbara (XT2768) and by 0900 was ready to fire
2 ®n-inyte Landing Zone (L2) preparation for 2/27th Infantry, At the sam
tine G/7/11 irty propared for an air mobile move from P8 Rawlins IIT (XT2948)
% FSB Knox (XT2677) to provide diruct support to the 2/27 Infantry ns it
wont to the relicf of the CIDG platoon. st 0315 and again at 1135 the opor-
2tlmwas delayed as G3 and other divisional eloments reassesacd the situation
~nd coordinated air assobs with the neods for both ths infantry combat essault
(Ga) mnd the artillery air mebils emplacerxnt., The CIDG platoon wos extracted
at 1200 hrs. Finally at 1310 tho rellcf operation —— now a follow-up opcrationa-
begrn with tho artillery pruparation of the LZ in the wicinity of XT23%7.
At 1435 G/7/11 begen the =iremobile move it had prepared for at 0900, The
noxt day, 17 Aug, A/3/13 retumed to §% Buell IT (4T2256) and ¢/7/11 retumad
to FSB Rawlins ITI. |

(6) . ; . - L) . L3 . 'r

, £18 4 > With an ptiack on FS3 Buell II. At 0120 hrs tac position
" wWas attacked with morters, rockets, smell arms, and foot troope, at 0225 hrs,
v Ninh basc camp was recciving small arms fire and mortars, and at 0245,

T(’.‘ .
the Nui Ba Den signal Tacility come wndér ground attack. . ‘ -
- e . ¢ . .
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In early August while the

fighting 1lulled in south Vietnam 25th infantry division intelligence officers

Taq M
began recelving information indicating a major offensive against Tandme city. Lﬁ? (o
. : . 1 el
On Aug 17th the lst brigade Tanine base camp shook to the sound of exploding ?dﬂ ;
. W&
mortar and rocket shells. The shelling was apparently aimed at diverting 7

tropic lightning's attention from the major NVA VC objectives. 4 miles north of
Ah"‘}g\ _wt.x,-wu Qv
Tanine city tropic lightning at fire support base Buel 2 were under mortar and

rocket fire also. As the intensity of the fire increased NVA soldiers tried
a.,m,

to overrun the American camp. At 234 more than 3,000 feet above the surrounding

fot o bigm Bk :
lowlands troplc lightning residents of the Neubaden signal facility were also
attacked. Both of these attacks failed. At Buel 2 84 NVA attackers perished in
3 hours = and at Neubaden 15 enemy soldiers.died. The next morning an unknown sized
enemy force was reported in Tanine city setting several fires in civilian areas,
Tropic lightning units deployed in blocking positions around the city as Vietnamese
forces moved thru flushing out the enemy. In the SE portion of the city elements
of the 4th of the 23rd infantry and the 3rd of the 4th calvary killed 12 enemy.

Daw Tuoma

Meanwhile the 1lst of the 5th infantry mechanized departed Datien base camp to

%e\Cm
clear the road to Tanine. Entry in the Biemnehweeo rubber plantation 2% miles southwest

of Dauten the bombcats encounted an NVA force whose apparent missions were to

block any attempt to reinforce Tanine. For 6 hours the bobcats clobbed the

helpless enemy force killing 42. Following morning at 9:30 after an uneventful night




29
the 3rd of the 4th calvary trqops moved east along highway-ZG coming under
fire from an enemy forcg entrenched. in rice paddies along the road - 34 enemy
died in this six hour clash. _Béfofe the 3/4 horsemen could polish off their foe
the bobcats were agaln attacked while moving thru Bégg%é;t With artillary,
infantrymen mauled the attackers - 67 of them perished. Wednesday's [ﬁ@:
activity shifted back to BenCul. and the 1lst of the 5th mech at 1254 p.m. the
bobcats were advancing thru the rubber when :an enemy battallion met them head
on.For 90 minutes the enemy launched 3 human wave attacks on the bobcats.
Suppérted by artillary gunships and airstrikes the bobcats made short work of

the foe killing 182. Two tropic lightning fire support bases were attacked

: eM
shortly after 1:00- Thursday., 60 attackers died at Buel ;Fés they charged at
N
point blank artillary barrages. And 25 perished at fire support base Rollins
2 miles east of Tanine city. Friday tropilc lightning got a break, but 20
south T

minutes past midriight saturday the 5 miles west of Datien 62 NV soldlers died

charging fire support base Goldfield, The week finally came to a close

more than 900 enemy soldiers with lightning and died.
' ‘ ' i Co Uy
The: new week opened with a mg attack on the Cochee to Tanine convoy.

Elements of the 4th of the 23rd infantry mechanized and the 3rd of the 4th calvary
snapped back killing 103, Scattered contacts involving fire support base Rallings
the 1lst of the 5th infantry mech and the attached 3rd brigade 10lst airborne division

accounted for more than 190 dead in August's final 5 days. The first battle. of

Tanine was history the victory belonged to tropic lightning.




? . _ A total of 83 NVA (wody Cownt) werc killed during tho attack at #8 Suell 1I,

During the daylight hours continuous contact was made with encmy foress in
the Tay Ninh arca, 48 darkness fell it beeome’ apparent the encmy would
renew his vfforts against Tay Ninh, Suell 1T, Dou Tieng, and Tay Ninh sast,
An estinated two NVA battalions occupied Tay Ninh sast, €/2/13 arrived in
Cu Chi from Fiu Lot (23d Arty Group) to assumc a Genorsl Support Reinforeing

!giasion. This 105%m howitzur battery was moved to Tay Ninh by air on 19 Aug
8‘ . ) ‘ oL | . .

(7) The following two deys the enemy continucd sporadic attacks by fire
an Dau Tieng and Tey Ninh buse camps and fird support brses in the area, :
Div Arty wnits provided continuous eloss fire support of the mancuwer clousnts
scoking him out, On 21 august, A4/2/13 moved from Tay Ninh to Rowlins IIT
(XT 2848), to support 4/23 Moch Inf and A/1/8 moved to Dau Tieng frém Cu Chi N
to support 1/5 Mich Inf, . ,

~—"(8) FDB Sohofield ITT (LT 414L) was occupled on 22 August by 4/1/8 arty
fram Dou Tlong and- C/7/11 irty from Rowline III, Two days latsr, at approx-
imately 0015 hours 24 August this new poeition reeciwd a2 heavy ground sttack,
The more than 2000 rounts of artillery fired in defensé aceounted for a
mejor part of the 62 ¢nomy body ¢ount, Schofield III was vocated on 25
Auzust and both batteries rcturned to the bases from wilch they came, also
on 25 dug) A/2/13 Arty(roadmerched)to Cu Chi from FSB Rawlins III, During the
early mmihg hours of 22 jugnat FS3te Wuell IT (4T 2256), Awlins IIL (T 2948),
end Stuert III (AT 4919) all receivsd ottacks by fire and light ground probes, —

Light Triondly &@sunltics and unknown ¢nouy casunlties rusulted.

(9) On 27 Agust the eneuy Iost arother 34 men killed in a pre~dewn
attack on S8 Rewlind:III (oceupled by €/7/1) and two compenius of 4/23 _
Mechrnlzed Infantry), The following day three artillery moves were completed
in response-{o a’shift of division maneuver slemente: Ho and 4/1/8 irty
r¢tumed to -Gu"".'t‘}h:t‘ffbm'Ds_Lu"I'ieng,ﬂA/B/Ii arty moved Into Cu Chi from FSEB
Buell II, and G/3; Asrty moved: O Chl to ) eade-(
remained for the rest of the ouarter,” The 2/319 arty (Adrboms) reliovid
Ats A Boxfery (at Fe3-Davis, AT 4622) whish rotermsd to the 1018t Alrborne
Division base’ camp 4t Phuoc Vinh (XT 95i3), with 1%s' C battery from Fhuoe
Vinh, In othor astich on 27-28 sugust, drtillbyy fArcs were concuntrated in
grid XT 5227 to help the 2/506 Infantry (Abn) ki1l 10° NVA soldisrs, On 29
August’ C/2/319 Arty mowed from FSE Davie to 83 Porshing (vie XT 50R5),

e | (10) . August ¢loeed yelatively eudlotly: as sriew action subsided, the
KQH{EIL i3t C/1/8 Arty moved by helicopter T poin - FEH- Keepe 11 (it XT 650 Z/H
d{& eW poaitlion, Keeno 1 ¢-AT GUUL), £1wo Km to the west, whure the battery ju’F'

<AL R -

-

romained I8 support of the-2/14 Infan r bhroughoit the pest of the cuartor,

o :‘ S (11) e 1ull in activity ‘continuwed until 3 Septambor whon the Tay Ninhe

W8 Dou Tieng convoy was aumbushed.  Therc werd scme artillery rolocations during

%&w - the lull. On 1 Septembor 4/2/13, from 23d Artiliery Group aseigned the mission
W m\;& of General Support Rscnforeing the 25th Inf Div Arty, returncd to its purent
L A

bettelion at Phu Loi (XT 8415) and was réplacod at Cu Chi by its sister bottary,

afﬁi Ji B/2/13, Memnwhilo, to tho northwest, C/</13 at Tuy Ninh exchinged positions .

) ! t i - 4 ~ 21 L |
R T | .. 3wt B/7/11 at FSB suell III (;AT 5)
w‘:dt\}p %&\‘A\ . v b L ‘
o . ‘ -




W The teupo of ground ection inervascd |
Suptember, and the ertillor: wos again’on the mwowe to muintain its supjort
of the infentry: ¢ Battury 2/77 arty returned to -Cu Chi and Liv irty control -
from op.rationzl control of the Copitnl bilitary assistence Commang st 83
Danford (XS 7799), Othur Liv ATty lements famed out from Cu Gil to the
nortiwest (4/3/13 plus one scetion of D/3/13- to ¥SB Patton) wnd to the north
- (A/1/8 to s ogurs, XT 6827), A 10lst adrtoorne battery, 5/4/319, moved from
Potton to PS8 Shefter (AT 6525) to add its. support to thut of A/1/8 for '
infentry operating in that viclnity, Ths next dey, 4 Septenber, artillery
wwmint continued as L/3/13 displaced from Cu Chi to F83 Lincoln IT (XT 3625)
and 4/1/6 made a short rlocation from FSB Rogers to FSB Darby (AT 6432),

C/2/77 ~nd a fire direction centur from 1/8 moved from Cu Chi to FSH Hodgous

(4T 6232) to support the 1/27 Infantry, S : :

- (12) from 5 through 8 Suptember, vlemsnts of the 3d 3rigrde, 101st
Alrbome Division, ‘ngaged the enemy in significrnt contacts in the viecinity
of XT 5419 (56 %p) and the vicinity of AT 5728 (7-8 Sep), Despite 11,500

~roupds of artillicry fired in support, ths f results we appointing:
v | | "KIa Wi4 B
S Losses: 44 50
Enemy Loss.s: 59 (Body Count). : 8
: 19 (Posgibl.)
Captured: - 2 mortars, 24 ,individual.wuapons; assof’rﬁd‘ 'rockat

propelied gronades, mines, and herd grenades,

s o f relstive] rc‘ ont.ot, enomy activityr b e
Rereaso agein the threat weas in € Tey Ninh-Dau Tieng area and
on 11 September C/2/77 conducted en airmoble movs from PSR Hodges (XT 6232)

to Tay: Mnh, The fire direction €lewent fram 1/8 arty locgtod with C/2/77
roturned to Cu €ht, The cnemy's activity reached o climx at 0200 hours op

13 Septenhor whon he liunched & massiw ettwck agadnst ¥SY Bucll III (T 2153),
“This well dug in positien, mipned by G/2/13 arty and 3/22 Infontry, reccived
1000 mortar and rocket propelled gpopads rounds and a havy ground attack,
. The atteckers loft pehind .76 dead; but wounded only 17 US defendurs, On the

14th 3/3/13 irty disploced to Cu Ohi ftor almost ninc months at ¥S Harrison
(4T 7B04),. The seme gay w/2/319 4rty displaccd from FSB Shoftur (AT 652

to I'Sy Poge (AT 5i30),: On 16 Sipteiber 23d arty Group replacsd G/2/13 at
Sucll IIT with 8/%/13, ©/2/13 went to Cu Chi and an the 18th was exehanged
for 4/2/13 from Pm Lot. -On 16 and 17 Ssptember the wnemy lost 104 KIA in
ground nssaults on 3/2/319 at FSi Fops,” On 17 Sopteuber D/3/13 =t PS&Y Lincoln
II (XP 3825) :nd B/3/13 at Cu Chi both were displ~ced to FS3 Hampton (XT 4123)

to welght the action cgainet enemy elements engagoud in the Trung Lop area,

4

e - Ll
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On this sme dite Colonel Gordon Sumner Jr, CO, 25th Inf Div arty wos rerssign-
ed as Cniel of Stoff 25th Inf Divae Ho was succecdsd in commrnd of the 25th
Inf Liv arty by Colonsl Lucius G. Hill., On 19 Septcxmuré‘.,_/l/le which hed buen
at F'S3 Sage (4T 573L) sincc the 15th, relicved[B/1/8)et 33 Crockett 1I

(4T 7416). Rravo Battery returncd to Cu Chi. Alphe Bobtery remained ot
Crockott II. through the end of the currter, On tho 20th 8/2/319 Arfr dis-
placed from FS5 Pop: to 8B Potton IT (AT 5819), :

Lz ! it .  The most signitient artillery dowelop-
mont wos “Turn of 2/77 Arty to Division artillcry control after sleven
wooks under Copited Mlitory assist-nes Commnd ( (MAC) control in the
vicinity of Tan Son Nhut air Basc. The 2/319 arty (ibn) ~nd its supported
unit, 3d 3BE/10lst bn Div, rotumcd to their prrent orgoniz-tiom's control
~t Phuoc vinh on 25 September, Alsc Gurdng this poriod & number of short
dur~tion artilluyy moves were made in the vieinity of ths MSR between Try Ninh

e et et o S
nd Fad 5t Barbara. (XT 2768) to support the lst Briguds Im cpening the hiR

tnd securing the Jdarbara FSB, which had been the target of frecuent
~tt-cks by fire, On. <[ thSHC movas brought B/1/27 from FS8 Stucrt IIL { LT~
1919) to P& wrepp Ti (4T 3958) cn 25 Scptember, On 30 September Cle/7T
meved from Try Mink 5o #88 MeNeir {uT 4256) to provide direct supjort lor the
R/i2 Ini (Much), as *he 3d Brigade began operations in th.t area, _Tie Jull

: in cremy acti un -n 20 Supwmmm 3 Qctober, when sporadiG.
. contac s _ . _ B '




J 30
v horwitscher shells were hurled into their faces from point blank range by the

2nd battalion 13th artillary. Other defenders from the 3rd of the 42nd

infantry and the 2nd battalion 27th infantry added fire power. The enemy fled
3 hours later leaving 76 dead behind. Another Koochee to Tanine convoy was hit
on Sept. 12th. On Sept. 17th the predawn attack routine was replayed against
| the guns at fire support base pope 15 miles NW of Koochee. Screaming eagles
from the 3rd brigade 10lst airborne division conducted the defense and the final
count was 131 enemy dead. The last action for the tropic lightning soldiers during
the 27th year occured 0“;§E§;) 20th. The day opened with the mortar and
ground attack against the bobcats night defensive position on the edge of Benquee.
The attack began at 5 minutes past midnight lasted 3 hours and cost the attackers
37 dead. 28 more enemy died the same day in a two hour battle with the 4th of
the 23rd infantry and the 3rd of the 22nd infantry, 10 days of moderate
(Tj) activity brought tropic lightnings 27th year to a close. More than 3,700 enemy

had challenged lightning and died since Thong 2 had begun.




fighting ended before dawn ollth when the Benchuey erupted to exploding
mortar shells. The night defensive position of the 1st battalion 5th infantry
mech, 3 miles south of Daten was the targetr of an estimated-enemy battalion.
The bobcats called in artillary counterattack and in 3 hours killed 99 enemy.
Two days later  the enemy hit Buel 2 hard and mortar barraged estimated at more

than 50 incoming rounds a minute at peak iIntensity hit the camp at 1:50 in the

morning. Waves of attackers flung themselves at the pesition, more than 1105



, ; n 3 Octooer
_ 27 cndad . WouL long STOY ©b LTLGE - T 3958) - nd moved to Rewlins IIT
(472948}, Thu next doy A2/ TT-»t Tvy Ninh ond a/7/1L ot Do Tieng bose
cutps exchenged positions in order to rejoin thelr porent units. urtler
rodistribution of artillsry nassts took plrec on 6 Octover 3 b snd D/, /13
dop.rted PS8 Heapton (AT L%3):" Brovo B-ttory moving to FSo wood (AT 4434),
~ne Delts Buttsr: riturning 4o Gu Chi. The rdeployment of Artillery to the
Spormd " pottern of dlicet suprort 1., 7/11 irty bs tc 1s* Srigrec ot Ty
Niph end 2/77 irty DS to 3d Brigade at Dou Tiung wos completed on 7 Octoner
Cwhra 4/7/11 woved from Tay Ninh to roplues 3/2/13 ab igu jusll III (T 225510

et 5/2/77 wowed dn to F3B MeNoir (LT 4526) from Cu Chi. .oroutc uo A
Ninh B/2/13 went to FSS Hull (AT 2638), »nd cnroute te Heidr B/2/77 woat to
Fep justin (4T 3731) to suppert 2/:c2 Inf-ntrv oper:tiens in the viein ity of
AT 2930, during which n nine-ton ricc ciche wos loerted. |

(s foluwia Uny
B/ /13 ruturned te Cu Chi frow Ty Ninh ona its sister o-ttory. wlthi,
mov:d by holicopter from Cu Chi to #'SB ware (4T 5926} in supioct of 2d
. Rrivode operations. 4 significont cont ¢t duew lop.d on 10 Octuber when
Lhe 2/12 Tnl recciwd aniper fire in grid 4T 5222, Durdne b d: .




rounds of artillery were fired into the target-arcas despite froquent and
prolonged check-fire i irstrikes. Durine the ridht 3 000
more rounds were fired, When maneuver elements swept the wrea on ]
October, 26 enemy bodies were located; 13 of these were oirficially crod!
Lo artillery, Meanwhile, on 10 October, Division Artillery receivelirom

23d Arty Group an additional Gencral Support Reinforcing medium battery, /1. 27,
which moved inte Cu Chi. oOn 11 October, D/3/13 (8¢ Howitzer) moved From

Cu Chi to FSB Stuart IIT (XT 4919) which it continued to occupy at the ctog..
of the quarter, The following night B/1/27 Arty a FSB Rawlins 131 Lcadted
to intelligence indicating an attack on Tay Ninh base camp Ly making a

night march into the cemp to provide additional fire power., O Lie 13th
C/1/27 moved from Cu Chi to replace its sister batterv at Rawlins 1171,

vhere it remained as the quarter ended,

(16) On 14 October C/2/77 was displaced from FSB McNair (XT4526) 1
Tay Ninh West (base camp), where it was attached to the 7/11 to support
lst Brigade operations. Second Brigade operations ware support e by A/2/13,
which moved Zfrom FSE Ware (XT 5926) to Cu Chi on 15 October, and then to IS
Jackson 1IT (XT 4316) on the following day., Also on 16 October p/7/1!
moved from Tay Ninh to FSB Hines (XT 0151), where it remained until 21

October, when it rcturned to base camp, _Deep mud at FSB Jacksop 111,
c el 2 rains. prevented A/2/13 from returning to Cu Chi on

22 October, as planned., The battery was bogged down until Lhe following day,
when a CH 54 (Flying Crape) helicopter lifred five” trucks® out of the d,

The battery closed into Cu Chi late on the afternoon of 23 October. The

same day C/7/11, which had gone to FS5B St Barbara (XT2708) on the 17th, velorned
to its parent battalion at Dau Tieng., The following day C/2/77 moved to

FSB Mahone (XT 5337) to support the 1/27 Infantry, as the Wolfhounds and

other 3d Brigade elements spent the last week of OcLober rooting out encmy
troops and Viet Cong Infrastructure personnel in the Than An area (XT 5338),

(17) The 23d Arty Group's 2/13 Arty Battalion again rotated two of jtg
light batteries on October. A/2/13 went to Phu Loi from Cu Chi and was
replaced by C/2/13, Wwhich road marched to Tay Ninh. Also on the 26th C/7/11
moved from Rawlins 111 to FSB ragg 11 (XT 3958), from which it supported
lst Brigade operations through the end of the month, An outstanding examplc
of the close fire support given to the smallest infantry element occurred on

the night of 25:26 October. Jug ambush patrols from the 2/27 lofapntr

gecame engaged with enemy forces ip the. eiinlide Bl QoL T 015, 1/8 Arty [iped
??"Eﬁﬁﬁ%?ff£§§§=fﬁé infantry battalibp commander . creditsd Lheartillesy
BUPDOTTWILN Saving frols from being overrun, As Tirst Brigade
operations pushed into the scuthern edge of War Zone C on 27 October, B/7/171
moved to FSB Grant I1 (XT 3862) from Tay Ninh and remained there as the
month ended,

¢ e e TR




OB

~ (18) On the 28th the artillery licison officer (LNO) with L/S Infantry
wes killcd ns he and the battalion comewnder searched the bodies ol sewer:l
encmy killed by an aireraft frowm thi 3/17 Air Covelry,. The (>1lowing d:7
the LNO with 1/5 Mech Infentry wos woundud when the cousr?d treck was hit
br a rockst propelled gruncde botween Dem Tieng =g Toy Ninh,

" (19) On 31 October 3/2/13 woved Trom P& Tattun IT (AT 571%) o 3
Gordon (AT 5830) to support two compcnies of the 4/9 Infantri. This brought
tec o clost o cunrter in which Div drty <lements hod 1dtwr]

263,102 crtillery rounds.
¢. Porsonnel ond Logistics.

(1) Th. S5~1 s~intrined coordination of the personncl necds of Div Arty
with G-l throughout tas quarter. The one mejor perscnnel proble wes o
shortoge of ortillery ceptains. This short-ge hns been pointud out t¢ -1
mc is boing cttacked approprictely. Div Arty units lost 11 men kill:® “n
acticn ond hmd 166 men woundod in -.ction during the past currter, (Artill.iy-
men recoived 166 Velor Awards, 361 Scrvice Awerds, J3C Furple Heorts onc

75 Air Medals during AugusdeSipterbor ond Octols

(2) During the prst Guorter Div arty S—4 operations sonsistoa of
coordinating resupply setivitics in support of the firin. urits. The
negnitude of the task renched - ponk 7-0 Septomber wikn Glo,ents o) the 3d
Brigade 10lst airtorue Division hed hunvy cont-ct in the :dcinity ol &T 57213,
Div Arty fired 840Q.r-unds t support them durirg this orn .4 nomn riiriod,
All available mesznsiof tr-ensportation wers used for the xesupply, including

Wial sortiezs of €4 47. (Ammmition was resupplivd throughout
the nigit ~nd re-stocking was completed by 1800 the following d:y.:] e 1-ck

of sufficient velicles and personnel in the cobined e wdeunrters -nd .
service battery orgmaic to Division Artillery bettalicus niade the roe.rly
task especially difficult, A separate service battery such as thot org=nic
to the non—divisional nrtillery battalion would provids the ncelssary

* vehicles snd personnel. (Reference Operational Report Lessons Leénmed

dated 18 May 1968 stum 2.£.(1) Service Jattery Requirement, pag- 10 wng
ORLL dated 15 Aug 68 item 2.6.(1) Class V Transportation, pge 7.)

d, The Civil £ffairs progrsm reclized scms succuss daring the cunrter.
There wes increased popular cooperntion with Goverawent of Vistnrm (V) :
agencics, md mere woluntary intelligense reports wore made to GV, US ~nd
Frec World Militnry Assistcnce Forces (F;JIvLAFSD. School buil-dings in Trong
Bong were repoired by the self-help efforts of the Iceal - oputation using
mitorisls provided by the Div Arty Civil Affcirs seoties. Ao «dy necded
latrine facility wos completed at the Loc Du Frimnry scnovl (AT 4920), The
school hes several mundred students cnd this samitation freility will help
improve the hygiene of the students. In Treng Bang propor © asuch neotod
bunk.r for the maternity dispensary wes comploted. - Fsychological cper-tions






