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ending 31st October 1968. On or about 1840 hours 25th of October 1968 a platoon 

~ sized ambush patrol' element of the 2nd 14th infantry was departing fire support 

base Kienl!! Locations XT6001. The point element had cleared the gap in the -
tactical war and was in the process of clearing the area forward of the wir~. 

The patrol proper was halted within the gap awaiting instructions to proceed. 

This procEdure had been employed extensively with the time of departure remaining 
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almost constant. therefore unknown. to the personnel concerned a pattern had been 

established. At above mentioned times sporadic sniper fire initially prevented 

\J~ 
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movement of the patrol. The sniper was immediately supported by 160 mm mortar with 

a the gunner placing fire in vicinity of the gap then walking the mortar rounds 

thru the gap and back to the yicinity of the i?itial burst causing all rounds to 

impact within the gap. This resulted in one death and 13 wounded. 
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,)~tC)1J.J.J.~;<'lnt Activltio8: 

2. Le:.:; uona I.e ('.rne d 
~' .. 

tt. Perflonnc-!l: none 

b. OIt,!utTlONS: 

(1) E:st.abb.Gllmenc of p"ttorn: 

(n) Olle"mVjtTION: Units and individuals h::ve tendon6,;c to establish opcrati.onal pntternc Hhen conductinr, tactical opcrc";jnnc from static positions for sust:dmd periods. 

(b) EVALUiI'rIo!i: On 01' about 18hO hours, 25 Oct00",r 1968 a pL'ltoon size anbusn Iwcrol,oloment of 2-·14 Inf;ll1try"H8C ",,­parting FSB Koc.ne, 11.1'6001, The point eloment hF'.d clen.rod tho gnp in tho t(~ctic;:!.l 'Niro (tnd 1v,::ts in the process of clc[~'.ring tho <'..ren for­~Ja1'd_ of the wirc. Tho patrol proper W(j8 ho.ltod wi.thj.n ·t.he en.)) (soo nttucl10d ~~cl1fJm':1tic) f.1.11niting L'1.structJons to proceoujf ~lhio r_·roc()(:ur~ had boon iJmp1.oycd extcDuivaly with tho tine of departure rCLl'<',ini:1(: nlmost corwt,2il.1t,l' there foro ;> tl.nlcaov-m to the personnel concerned .. C!. prlt-Lorn l'""d oeEm established. At above f]o;1tioncd tir:tC>; Spo1',o.dic entpo!' fire in:Ltin1ly prevented movement of tho prltrol. The sniper was h"nedin.tely supported by one 60NI! norta1' \~ith the gunner rL1cing fire vicinity 0.f the gnp then n1·mlld.n[i" tho (r;;ortF.r) rounds tLrollf;h the [r~l';' ;)l:d b<.:cl-c 'S':; ·'.ricin.it,T D.L' thc· iniGir,.l burst, cn.usi:ne· all lV)l.mcls to inp"'1ct \<iithL!> the gHp~. I-i:usults: Onc US Klj'l j 13 us \JI;t. 

(e) W;.;SUi·l.l,[.l::;,Jl)il'J.'JOi,I: 111.:l.t ;,1.11 Fire SUP110rt R'lSOS or nig;ht 1::1.:).gc:r' positiuns (r;'(.n.tic) have ~::ufriciunt <1,venucs of cloperrtul'o v . .nd return; th.qt. time tlnd placo of' dep'~'.rturc w.ry dr:dly and that 
co!'~unan{j (~:~\~h::l,S:t~i be plnccd 0\1 the (p:t< .. .'vu?ltion of ostnblishing operat.t .. n _ 
p.:lt.tcr.;:-l:'~ ,; 

(~2) Identification of Gmm;t.'}ncl Vehicles (Hech): 

(a) OBSf;ltVATION: RC(.:ont activities involving Arne!' a.nu In.L:m.tr~r (NOcIl) units hnvQ reo1l1taci in the destruction ()i' rrlf:lC'­O'l:W v(dtJ.clt,;:s to include an exeessive nW!lber of C()r:1Lln.ncl and contl'cl 
t,X'nckfJ II 

(b) EVilLUA'I'ION ~ C'J!>Tr'1and :~cl Cont.rol are o:lsiJ.y dis­tirJguis!hblu becausu of t,h" dual 01' triple .antcml.1s affixed to the vahlel", SnJlPol' or killer tomilS ,')mod wi.t. m'G l,"uncher, sUPJlorted by rif.lor,Jen, eoncentrnto their efforts on t~ corn1:U1d tracks occtlsioneJ-ly riiirJt~ ont! or two IWG x'ounds at) close range: t!1c:n effect­ing a haGty 1,ri.tlldr£1.walfll 

(c) liliCO),rr'J:;t'WI(l'ION: That an c.ntcnna ·si.milinr to tl-.e 
ono presontly in uso, be dovised. for tost/eve.luation. Sr:id "ntcnna sho·ul.cl be position'cd ,,,round or unc.\er t1'::ck "ohich,s to provont "lllilrking" of tho cOl'urnnd il.nd coptrol trr:cks ~ fbVJ()vcr, j.f' the prosGn'~ nntonn:'- l• :rem,ains in use·- dllrmny nnt!b~;!H1S J3!rcnilt!")I\e J;1ounted on c['.ch vehicle to confuse;' enerw gunners nnd "'~"v"nt "uf\1'king" of the cOP.lumd and control tracks. 
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3. EncirclelTflnt Operntiol19. (Seu 1no12) 

4. La~ding ZonefPick-up Zono: 

a. OBElliHVATlON: M.'111y tir.Jes, either because of poor planning or 
necessity, l:mding zone.a/pidc-up zones hnve been establishod within . 
twenty-thirty metors of built up aroas or hedge-ro'l coq)lexes thereby, 
placirlC tho aircraft cmd personnel in ..u1 extreu~~ly conpronising r os­
ition. This urme.ce.ssary d,'111gcr is more pr()valent when tho Engle 
Flight concept is utilized because normally Artillery/Air prep"-l',.tions 
arc nut employed. 

b * EV ALUiI.TION: Propnrntion of L."l.nding zoneS 1;IJ omplo~ITlcnt 01' 
Air/Artillery eXists When particip;,ting in nirrlobile opemtions­
combat 6.ssnults. When onployin[; tho EaGle F]jt;ht concept of nit""IOJil·., 
oporations and engaging tf1rg()ts of' oppor'bmity, Inndinr: "<me/rick-up 
zone prepr'.r.:ltions arc net fo'.;Yib'tu." 

c. IiLCOMI>Lb'ND"TlUN: Tlw.t lnndinE~ zones/picJc-up zone" ;J:> proppoc: 
when possible. If tho misston or tnct:Lc;·.l nitU("t.ion doe:;; not, I:0l'rd.t. 
the onployncnt of pl'epllr,:ltion fires tltJ,ke n;:xi.f,mD usa of [-,'IT; :tl~-:.ble 

terr,"!in; io, open rice field n Sil,J'c dist:1.nco from hedg~row C()r:~p2..e.xos 
or popuL.'1ted areas., 

5. Do~oction of Booby Trnps: 

~ 
a. OBElliRVATlON: Recently, mutn in tho 2d Brigado 'l'J,(jI al"O '\ 

ustr:.~ning an excessivQ nUJnber of caslJr,ltiu8 from TAl"l,rlufc'..ctured -.\nd \ 
'orr!: h':\de booby tr<J.poo 

b • .bVAI1JATION: Past ~ssons I(i.:lrned r<;rti1i.n~,nt: to det(~,.,tion :n:d 
dostruction of booby t.raps h~.vn beeD ]lin.do ![vil.il[»:51c to 11.."r1itso:; Fl'o):""er 
tec1miquGs nro., 1."'1. Ir>.tu'l;Y· :L~~'3~ja.:::-=':::-5j rhJG l)<..;.inL; e,,~~ploycd; j.o ainc 
detectors, Jc:LIler eye dovice, observ[ltion Hnd r.lOverent, b!lTIlboo polo:;., 
etc. 

c. RC;COMNUlDa'rroU: That past lessons learned in the ~.::-'"o.· of 
r.dIles/booby traps be reviewed and proper techniques ir.lplenonto·.l, 
Further, that commanders pl:lO() co=nnd oJ~phnSis j.n this c'\5u.~lty 
produ.cing area to reduce and tdnimize unnecessnry casW'.lties. lic·to : 
Scout dogs nre extremely proficient in locating recently l..mplnced 
beoby trnpso 

6. Airmbile Operations· (E"gle Fllght-Combnt Assault) 

n. OIlSEUVATION: During recent Engle Flight opere.tions it waS 
not.ed that once helicopters wore on the ground Mel the ground elements 
hnd cor,"'.litted thenselves to a elirectj.on of advance numerous personnel 
(possible VC) Were dopnrting the .orCaS vdthout restriction. . . 

b. EVAJ.U,SION: An effecthe method of restricting frecdor.l of 
move mont. personnel within the mcis of c:dv.oncc of II s~'8"!,in!, element 
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must bo employed. 

c. /tti;CUHHLNDATICN: ,!hen possilllo ()l1rlo~' n blocking force in close proximity of the sweep elonent. JI:OHovor, \>Ihon this is nut fensiblc and contnct \>lith i1 lnrgo enoln,;' forco is unlikoly, n. tested concept is for one of the helicopters utilizod to insert t'lo sweop or blocking eloments, with two inf,'ntrJryJCn rew.inin': "board, ,..nd wHh [';1Jr:­ships [lUpport, to 'go nirborne above the ol'cr".tion['l ".roa to rur·n·J.l " IIspottor" missiono As porsonnel nrc obsorvcc1 fle0i~~ tho .:>TC[', '~:":F~ helicopter (with two riflelWn) supported b." the gunshi)Js, "ffocts " quick Hpprohondsion. 

7. StowN;C of 90l1I1 Recoi1.1ess Rifle AnI'lunition: 

n. ODSb"tVie 'fION: \'lhen nn IlfC is hit by nn ltl'G nnti-k.nk roun,\, the 9()l1N r:ecoilless .t1J:lI1unition stower! in tho vehicle of ton C:utOI1<l tc<,;, deetro~i.'1g the vehicle :md cnusing nunerous c[1.sunltius o 

b. JWitLUilTIUN: Protection of this a"Vlunition fron ot!lCr th".n a direct hit by nn ;.lnti-tank \'lonpon vdll serve to sign:i.fic~lntly rec:ucc; loss 0.1' personnul and eouipnentQ 

c. HbCOHLCSNDA,TION: An D.rr:1orcd annunition stor::-.gc container should be fnbricatud and issued on a bnsis of onG p~r 90MH !,.JCOU'.0SS R; fIe in 0. nechanized Infantry tmit 0 As fln jntorin ne2.sure, doul;~ ... >J 'W'2,llod footloc:kcr s i 7,8 boxes." cGnt::l.ininr, tvmd n .. l1Q' c\lll·c!" n()n .. C(Jr.L)'lH.;t: .. '~.b::"v rn l.u1:'i,:l.; ,:;~':crt,lld h.: ijiitHl fen:' ;:rt"_')r£lk.~/j of sD.ic[ ,'1j'jJ:tun:;'tiono 

d,e OBSLEtVJlT'l.O:\I; 'lhe loss of rtrnGl"ud vohicles nnd cargo vehir:Ies 
h<~,s incrcaf.~8d sj.gnificantly dJ,J,o.-t.e-tks ~ ... M!SFa .. 98cl 'WQ of non-l'1otrf.llic trLnc·:) by t h:':.JU.·~" 'j .3, 

b~ l;V .. ~I..uI~TION: 'rho presont r~()tn.llic nine detector is inc2p,.'.bl(~ of d(.:d: .. ccti.rJ£~ n-.:.mh L18tnllic tlirws, <"nd the presont density mine dc;tec'~or C{',n not.. difi'e!'ont:i.nto between 8. noru:tut;l.llic uine and l"".terite,t J0}'!uG. rend81':tng p.PEwcnt detect.ors of little vp~uc on most roads in tL\T:.'~~ 

c. W"COlll'lbNDlt'l'IUN: JH1ed:i.;,te steps should be t(,ken to obt,\ir. an issue "'yr'loln,,! dotectors capablo of loc~ting n0!2I1ct,'111ic runGS in :,Latcr itt: r.o(J.dG t,l 

9. Track Tension when opemttng in Roro Plo·· .. IGd !.r0:OS; 

n. OHo.r.:RVi~TIC)N: If the tr.::tck tension on the N-113 Al rlrnor,.:c.: per-sormel cnrri.8r is not rrnintnined at the proper adjustment wh3n the vehicle is ()p{~r;>"ti!1g in 'romE: r1o",red '(trons ~ em unusuall~l high r.'1te of thrown tracks result;:,_ 

b. EVALUi:l'ION: Operating liFC's in Voe llPlISil,oJ !'l1ount of dl!bris on. the g.rou'l1d 'result..j ng frOM .llm:l.o.....plpw Qperatiop"). Q'c,tcn restiTts i.n thrown trncks·. W)lGr track tons ion appears to solvG thG r",jority of 
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