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ending 3lst October 1968.:_On or about 1840 hours 25th of October_196§_9 plgspon

slzed ambush patrol element of the 2nd 14th infantry was departing fire support

base KienjE Locations XT6001. The_point element had cleared the gap in the._ \J€7

o

tactiéal war and was in the process of clearing the area forward of the wire.

The patrol proper was halted within the gap awalting instructions to proceed.

_—

This procedure had been empioyed extensively with the time of departure remaining
— " " oo é.‘"w“:ﬁ—‘

almost constant.therefore unknown to the personnel concerned a pattexn had been

established, At above mentioned times sporadic sniper fire initially prevented

movement of the patrol. The sniper was immediately supported by 160 mm mortar with

a the gunner placing fire in vieinity of the gap then walking the mortar rounds

thru the gap and back tCLWmuuurst causing all rounds to

impact within the gap. This resulted in one death and 13 wounded.
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~w oA deant Activitios: omitted
2a " lessona Iearncd B

de Personnel: none

be OFLRATIONS:
(1) Establishment of Pattorne

(a) OBSLRVATION: Units and individuals heve tendencice
to establish operationnl patterns when conducting tactical opersions
from static positions for sustained poriods,

(b) LVALUATIUN: op op about 1840 hours, 25 Cetober
1968 a platoon size ambush patrol -clement of 2-U Infantry. was co-
parting MO8 Keore, X16001,  the point element hed clenrcd the gap in
he tactical wire and was in the process of clezring the arca for-
ward of the wire The patrol proper was halted within the gap (see
attached schematic) awaiting instructions to procecds  This rrocodnp
had been employoed extensively with the time of departure remsinine
almost conghant, therefore, dnknown to the rersonnel concerned, o
patiorn had been established, At above nentioned time, sporndic
Sniper fire initially prevented movement of the patrol, fThe snipor
was Imnediately supporteq by one 60M{ mortar with the gunner placing

fire vieinits alliing” the (morter) rounds tlroush
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the rar Lial burst, causing all 1ounds
Cne Ub K.L-J.; 13 Uus le-a..

o dmpaet wik

(e)  RBUUMADATION: That 211 Pire Suprort Zascs or
tions (sfatice) have sulllcicnt avenues of derarturce
- time and place of departure vary daily and that

el e STeld . 4 L - .
cea on the {privention of establishing operatica

Lot

{2} Fdentification of Command Vehicles (Mech) s

{a) OB3ERVATION: Recont activities involving Armcr
and Infartry '-IfMech) units have resulted in the destruction of n e -
ous venicles to include an excessive mwber of comrmnd and conticl
tracks,

by EVALUATION:  gompund and Control are easily dis-
tinguishable because of the dval or triple\ antenuas affixed to the
vehilelo,  Sapper or killer teams armed wit \ G Yauncher, supported
by rifleren, concentrate theip efforts on the cormand tracks
ccasionally firing ond or two HFG rounds at| close range then effect-
ing a hasty withdrawal, ' ' :

(c) MSCOMMENDATION: qnat, an entenna "similiar to tre
one presently in use, be devised for. test/evaluation, Said antemna
should be positioned around or under track vehicles to prevent
"marking" of the cormand and control tracks, | Mowever, if the present
antenns remains in use. durmmyr ant’égnws shouldBe nounted on each
vehicle to confuse enery gunners and rrevent "marking” of the command
nd control tracks,

2




- placirig the alrcraft and persomel in an extrerely conpronising ;os-—

-destruction of booby traps have been

3? Encj'rclen'ent Operations, (Sce Incl 2)

o

L4as Landing ZonefPick—-up Zone :

 ae ODSERVATION: Many times, either because of poor plarming or
necessity, landing zones/pick-up zones have been established within
twenty~thirty meters of built. up areas or hedge-row corplexes thereby,

itlon, This unnecessary danger is morc prevalent when tho Eagle
Fllght concept is utilized because nornally Artillery/Air preprrstions
arc nut employed, .

be EVALUATION: proparption of Ionding zones by employrent of

Air/Artillery exists when participnting in airmobile operations— £

Combat dssaults, When enploying the Bagle Flight concept of airrobils
operations and engaging targete of 'OppOI"t}llnit}G londing zone/pick-up
zone preparations are not fonsible,

co ILCOMMENDATION: hnt larding zones/pilck-up zones be prepped
when possible, If the mission or tacticsl situstion does not rerrit
the enployriont of preparation fires make rMaxirmn use of aviilahlo
terrain; ie, open rice field a safe distince from hedgerow conplexes
or populated areas,

5¢ Detection of Booby Traps:

ae OBSBRVATION: Recently, units in the 2d Brigade 1m0l gre
ustn,,ning an excessive number of casucltivs from manufsactured +nd
oe nde bhooby traps,

b, &VALUATION? past Iossons Tsearned portaining to detéction and

e avallelle to wnits. Trorer

techniques are, in many inshances, nob bolng employed; ie mine

detéctors, killer eye device, observation and moverment, bamboo poles, ;

etc, ) \
co, DHUCOMMENDATION: That past lessons learned in the axes of :

riines/booly traps be reviewed and proper technicues irplementesd, . '

Further, that commanders plhce cormand omphesis in this casualty

producing area to reduce and minimize unnecessary casualties. Note:

Scout dogs are extremely proficient in loeating recently implaced .

booby treps,

6o Alrmobile Operations (Engle Flight~Combat Assault)

ae  OBSERVATION: During recent Eagle Flight operations it was
noted that once helicopters were on the ground and the ground elements
had cormitteqd themselves to a direction of advance numerous personnel
(possible VC) were departing the areas without restriction,

be EVALULTION: An offective method of rostricting frecdon of
novement, personnel. within the axis of sdvance of a sweeping elerment

Tine e




mst be employed,

co HECOMMENDATION: yhon possible erploy » blocking force in
close proxlmity of the sweep elerment, owever, when this is not
feasible and contoct with a large enery force is unlikely, » tested
concept is for one of the helicopters utilized to insert the sweep or
blocking clements, with two infentryien remnining sboard, esnd with on-
ships support, to ‘go airborne above the operotionel nrea to vorern a
"spotter" mission, As personnel are obscrved fleeing the oren “im
helicopter (with tws riflemen) supported by the gunships, offcets a
quick apprchendsion,

7o Stowago of 90M4 Recoilless Rifle Amranition s

Qs OBSRAVATION: yhen an AFC 45 pit by an G anti-tink round,
the 90MM recoilless @mmunition stowed in tho wehicle often dotonstes,
degtroying the vehicle and causing nunerous casualtics,

be BVALUATION:  Protection of this arrunition from other thrn o
direct hit by an anti-tank weapon will serve to sipnificantly recucc
ioss of personnel and eouiprent,

co IBUCHIENDATION: pn apmored armunition storsge contniner
should he fabrieated and issued on A basis of one por 90ME rocoilluss
Rifle in a mechanized Infantry wnits As oo interin ressure » doubie
' sy, contalning sand and'édher nonccorntst hle
o storage of said avamition,

oy f

- OBSERVL

f armored vehicles and cargo vehicles

rhe—dmoraatedaitort mone-rchsllic

o ba BVALULTIOND fhe present metallie sine detector is dncapsbic
of deteciing nenemeztallic mines » “nd the present density mine detector
con not differcatiste between a nommetnallic nine and loterite s hua
rendering present detectors of little A clue on nost roads in LV,

Cco MECOMMENDATION: Irmediate steps should be taken to obtain aan
lssue mine detectors capable of locating nonmetnllic nines in laterite
roads

%« Track Tension when opernting in Rore Plowad Areas:

do  OBSERVATIONZ  1f tho track tenalon on the H-11341 armorce poer-
sonnel carrier is not muintained at the proper adjustment whzn the -
vehicle ds operating in rome plowed areas, an unususlly high rate of
thrown tracks recoults,

b, EVALULTICN: Operating APC's dip the ymuspsl spount of debris

e e,

ori_the ground resultipe from Rore Rlow cperations,.oiten results in
Ahrown trackss  Proper track tension appears to solve the rajorily of
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