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Nov., 68-Jané9" .2, All notes ére"takéﬁ out of operation Thoﬁg Thun phase 2 e

. Lz : ( _ .
which begin on the %continued until I left. The 2nd battallion

l4th infantry worked out of fire support base Kien NE*ofﬂnggpa. It continued to
e 4

conduct its profitable VCI Operatioﬁs in the MiHiDuquo boytri complex. -These

continued'operations lérgely neutralized the enemy.infra'strucfure in this vital

region of the west'Saigon. This then the 2nd of the lé4th .was the compény that

worked with us, The 2nd of the l4th then was employed by the 2nd brigade.

during

2nd _Nov. 1968, Action was heavy .. the afternoon in the area of operations of the

2nd battallion 14th infantry around Duquoboytri, 1445 hours D combany sweepiﬁg

5 kilometgrs.NE-of Duquo apprehended 2 VC suspects. An hour later A company

. operating 6 kilometer:agzyzii apprehended a VC suspect. A company remained in

this general area and at 1616 houfs'helic0pter.gunships flying in support of the

company detached é small group of armed enemy. The helicopter engaged the enemy
._ and the ground troops moved into the contact site to discover 3 de'ad. enemy and 2

AK47 rifles. Between 1630 and 1715 hours as the ground troops searched the

contact area one enemy soldier himself turned himself into the tfoop as a hoychow

and one individual was detained as a suspected enemy.




R ————N.—
3rd Nov. The 2nd brigade reported numerous small contacts. In the morning

at 748 an infantryman from A Company 2nd Battalion l4th infantry was wounded by a

boobytrapped handgrenade that he tripped as his unit moved in a sweep thru an area 8



location of numerous supply caches and small base zamp complexes, Extensive
use by the enemy of mines and booby traps posed a eritical for the brigade
elements im the execution of thelr externsive dally sweep operations and

reconnalssance-in-foree activities,
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(jﬂh (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activitles.

A. Generzl, The 25th Infantry Divisicn (Ivople Lightning) contimed
II.throughout theXrzport-

its participation in Operatlen IQAN THANG, 2
period, 1 Noverber 1968 fo JL Januar Q, Operation TCAN TH
II commenced on e 1068, and Tho divisional Uperational fepaiis
the quarterly perieds ending 31 July and 31 Cetober 1968 provide compre-
hensive data and information on the division's opsrationsl activities in

the operations earlier stages. .
a2

Thtoughout the reporting period, all divisional resources and assets
wore committed to Operation TOAN THANG which is directed at the destruction
of Viet Cong/North Vietnamese (VC/NVA) main force units and enemy political
and guerilla infrastructure (VCI) operating within the divisicnal tactleal
area of operational interest (TAOI) (see sketch #1).

As the reporting period opened on 1 November 1968, the 25th Infantry
Division was gemerally deployed in the followirg posture: Lthe lst Brigede
eperated in and around TAY NINH City with an overall area of operations
the included the northwest quadrant of the divisional TAOIL, the, 2nd Brigade
was deployed in the southern half of the TAQI with an area of operatlions

that gemerally included areas south of the east-west 30_grid 1ine, and the

Jrd Brigade operated in and arcund the town of DAU TIENG with an overall
A0 that encompassed the Rortheast quadrant of the divisional TAOL. These
general brigade areas of operations remained in effect throughout the

reporting period with modifications and boundary changes mads from time to

_time as will be indicated throughout this narrative. A dally Task Organization
“or the division for the months of November, December, and January 1s included

~ag Tab A of this report. This Task Organization indicates the composition
of the divisional bripadés for the reporting period.
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The general tactical situation at_the begianing of the reporting N@
Wuc orized by the withdrawal of VC/NVA maln force vmits
into &ries in northorn am Zope "C" and Cambodia.to reorganize,

- " ol & a4 3 o e ng ha nllon P21 YNH .Aw' -

tha,AH8EéE:Eggégﬂkgznﬁiug_igémg,,.Intelllgence sources available to

the division lcicated tbat the enomy's intention at the time was to
prepare his main force units that had been badly mauled im August-Septem-
ber for a renewed rffensive effort against TAY NINH City. While these

proparations were tuking place,*he onemy would limit his activities
to scattered baltalion size 4nd smalles—oparaticns-simed-at-intgrdicting

main supply harrassing U,3. and South Vietnamese
In addit] enemy local 5
woul 1l harrassing acti thin their customary
areas of o eratima-—%w\weu \mku&w g\eu,u‘d\ wirt hned e

In wisw of thls general enemy situation, the 25th Infantry Division
was deployed In a mannsr in which it could maintain continuous surveil~
lance of the recognized lines of communications (LOC) and avenues of
approach for enamy main force units from their sanctuwary areas to known
targst areas: namely, SAIGON and TAY NINH., In addition, extemsive
operations ware to be carrled out against enemy main force and local
force units suspected to be still Jocated in reduced numbers in such -
areas as the "CITADEL", the "TRAPEZOID", the, BOI LOI Woods, the "CRESCENT",
and the "SIRAIGHT EDGE® Woods, T T~

batua' 2] ir
23rd lnfa trv) cent
$6 sucesssful in
om TAY NIKE City two infantery battalions and the brigade's direct
support art*llory tLalion (7th Battalion, 1llth Artillery) continued to
maintain Miecldar positlons on the oublskirts of tna clty astride the
primary awvsauss of spproach. Thes b

artillepy [ava cuonont haces .Firﬁ Supnort Bases EUELuI RAWLINS, and
WILJHIRG”"OM J l} POV ‘:'ru. strate H a

the ls

_____j;ihiga“a-
and helicopfer borps com 1t all diractions from the city” against

month of Hovembar, the Lyt Lﬁ,&hua with_twe maneuver
talien, 22nd Iu;uﬁury and Uth Battalion (Mechanlzed),

inued to follow the opsrational tactics that had proven
15t and Jeptember in pre-empting the enemy's attack

3 |_'-,

,gnapﬁsiﬂa,nnsax;Laaﬂ_axaaef During tne .ours of darkness, the vasas sent

out extensive nlatoon slze ambush palrols to monitor principal trails and
suspects  routes of enemy movememt. The artillery weapons located at these
fire bazes ware in such a position that day and night they could direct fire
into any aves surrounding the eity.

lst Brigade operations throughout November were closely co-ordinated
with Scuth Vietnamsse Army {ARVN) airborne battalions and South Vietnamese
Marine Battalions that had moved into the TAY NINH region at the height
of the enemy attacks in September and had remained in the area in force

- to defend the clity against the continued enemy threat to the city. In

iddltiona the brigade maneuver battalions worked closaly with local Reglonal
oape (R¥) and Popular Force (PF) units in conducting joint and combined
¢ifonsive operations against suspected enemy posltions and supply areas.
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In the month of‘November; the enemy made no attempt to carry out his
threat to renew his attack on TAY NINH, Fighting was generally light despite
extensive lst Brigade eoforts to sesk out the enemy.

The-wonth.of Novembor in.L igad arall
daily spall scale cauiigls with.lestd—Ffeweemonsumy—anils jn tho CITADEL-
"HO BO Woods~FILHOL Pla:tation complex north of route 1, Lhe(SUGAR MILL) reglon
of DUC HUE and in the MY HANH-DUC HOA-BAO TRAL triangle,

The 2nd Battalion, '12th Infantry working out ef Fire Support Base
STUART at TRANG BANG and Fire Support Base PERSHING to bhe northeast
conducted extensive offensive operations in the CITADEL to locate numerous
enemy supply caches and small base camp vomplexes. ey the 7ivst hal
of. the month, the 4th Battalion, 9th Infaniry working oul of Fipe Suppori
Base PATTON near TRUNG LAP also operated extensively in tbe CITADEL, On
19 November, the lst Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry moved into PATiON
to replace the Lth of the sth in the TRUNG LAP area,

Although no large scalo actions by the enemy wars encountsared, tha
brigade working in tho CITDADEL experienced daily difficuliliss with wines
and booby traps that the enemy planted throughout the region.

The 2ud. Bastalion, 14tk Infantoy working cul ol [ re Supsold age

onti conduat=its profitable VCI operations
j “TANH-DUC HOA-BAQ TRAL complaw, 18986 sogiinued operations larpely

tralized nemy infrastruclure indhis-edial pgeion to” The wasl, Ol
SAIGON, .

% The 2nd Batlalion, 27th Infantry and Ind Bablialion, Fib : o he
to the east of the CU CHI Base Caemp out of Fire Support Base CROCEEIT near
PHU HOA DONG, In mid month, the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry relocated to
Fire Support Baseh in the SUGAR MILL area DUC HUE destriet south of
YRANG BANG to counter lncreased enemy activity in that general area, Two

of the most significant combat actions of November within the Ajvisim

TAOL occurred on the mights of 26 and 28 November when the aight locations
of A Company, 2nd Battaiion, 27th Infantry southwest of THAwG DA camne
under heavy ground attacks, These enemy attacks were both turned back with
a total enemy body count of 51,

The beginning of November in the 3rd Brigade area of operations in

the northeastern quadrant of the division TAOIL found the 1st Battalion
(Mechanized) 5th Infantry working out of DAU TIENG and conducting exten-
_slve sweep operations in the BEN CUL and MICHELIN Rubber Plantatlons.
“The"lst Baftalion, 27th Infantry was deployed in the TRAPEZOID to the
south of DAU TIENG operating out of Fire Support Base MAHONE near THANH

AN, In the meantime, the 2nd Battalion (Mechanized),22nd Infantry operated
in the BOL LOI Wocds out of Fire Support Bases McNAIR and WOOD.

As was the case in the 2nd Brigade area of operations, the maneuver

tattalions, of the 3rd Brigade expecienced almost daily small scale contacts
with eremy local force units. The daily sweep operations resulted in tho

INCL




The month of December saw a marked ircreggouin—the gccuprancaod .
‘ g_ggéiiggn&_ggmbat actions I8 The enemy wain force unlt& loggtﬁdmin_ﬁambadi :

made _an obvio t to mount increas
JAOYL. In addition to more intense ground contacts with enemy forces, the
division's three base camps at CU CHI, TaY NINH and DaU [TENG was SubJected
to inecreased attacks by fire,

In the 1lst Brigade, tho general pre-emptive operations around TaY NINH
City were comtinued and oxpanded with the employment of an additiomal fire
suppart base, Fire Support Base MITCHELL, southwest of the eity, To counter
an imereassd eneny threat from the southwest, the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry
was placed under the opsrational control of the lst Brigade and assigned
anm AQ in that area. This battalion established Patrol Base MOLE (later
redesignnated Fire Support Base SEDGEWICK) from which to mount its pre=-
emptive operations, .

Between 15 and 22 December, MITCHELL and MOLE became the focal polmts
;] the lst Brigade’s actions to destroy the renewed enemy movements agaimst ;
This effort came to a climax on 22 December when Patrol Base
2} smise enewy agsanlt,.,.the largest
snamy affort in the division TACGT since August-beptembero This
turned back with the enemy sustaining 81 dead by body count
thiom 120 killed or wounded ss indicated by blood trails and
5 taading away from the comtact site, With this defeat, the o
enemy mais force units again retired across the border into Cambodia, -
apd the immedizte threat to TaY NINH was relioved,
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The pattern of operations im December within the 2nd Brigade area of :
onarations was ”%ﬁarally similar to that of November with an increase of

enamy 1Cu*"le in the CITADEL and the area to the south and west of [RANG ‘
BANG the Zmd Battsilon, 12th Infantry amnd lst Battalion {Mechanized), 5th i
Intantiry were successful in countering these increased enemy activities ‘
im the CITADEL while the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry turned back eriemy
probss scuth and west of TRANG BANG,

Subseguent ic Christmas day and the casse Tire that was in effect
on-that day, 2nd Brigade eleme: ts noved into the MUSHROOM aroa to the
immedats north of the CITADEL and the HO B0 Woods to capturo and destroy _

significant quantities of rice thut the enemy attempted to position in o
that area under the protection of the ceass fire, N

In the 3xd ﬂrigade area of operations in December, the l:zt Battalion,
27th Infantry continued to concontrate on the dostruction of the enemy
strongholds in the IRAPEZOID aroa, Although the battalion continued to
.:1: 10??6 almost daily contact with the enemy in that area, the long :
o sutcess of the battalion's operations in the TRAPEZOID began to §

TLamR annare
n‘.:.»-;, aant _'m the prog robsively reduced severity of these daily

i ‘ ' The 2nd Battalion, 22nd Infantry continued its operations in the
BOL LOI Woods throughout December. The battalion's major engagement

‘ during the month oceurred of 17 December when 1t defeated an enemy

o battallon size ambush along route 239, the MSR beotwsen TAY NINH and

| DAU TIENG, The enemy attempted to ambush a logistical motor convovy !




