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Tropic Lightning Strikes in Same Place 
3d Time; Triple Deuce Breaks Ambush 

HIDDEN ENEMY BUNKERS can be found almost anywhere. 
Here Sergeant Robert Rakstanez of Chicago emerge. from 
one buill In a hay stacie. The rice straw bunleers w ... dis­
covered by 2d Battalion, 27th Infantry soldle.. during an 
operation north of Saigon. 'PHOTO BY SP4 B. WILLIAMS) 

By SP4 D. J. CaldweU 
DAU TIENG - Tropic Light· 

ning struck in the sam. place 
for the third time in three 
months when 3d Brigade sol· 
diers sbattered an enemy at· 
tempt to ambush a convoy near 
Dau Tieog recently. 

History repeated itself as 
mecbanized infantrymen of the 
2d Battalion (Mech), 22d In· 
fantry TrIple Deuce, supported 
by artIUery and helicopter gun· 
ships. decimated a North Viet· 
namese Army reinforced battal· 
iOD. 

AS ON TWO previous occa­
sions. tbe convoy was traveling 
on Route 239 near the edge of a 
heavily wooded area l1 miles 
east .. outheast of Tay Ninh City, 
wben the North Vietnamese 
opened up with smaU arms and 
RPG flre. 

The enemy ambush was ill· 
starred from the beginning. 

Among the fll"St to spot the en· 
trenched enemy was Colonel 
Louis J. Schelter, commander of 
the Tropic Lightning 3d Brigade, 

All-Volunteer Company Taltes on Joh 
As Guardian on Pealt 01 Nui Sa Den 

TAY· NINH - Nul Ba Den, ward Bischoff of GaUup, N.M. SpeclaUst 4 Jesse Ware of BIr· 
lb. legendary mounlaln that "I'VE BEEN up there before; mlngbam, Ala. 
looms high above TaY NInb . lb. duty was just great. The cli· Bot b Bischoff and Ware 
Province, In War Zone C, bas a' mate Is cool, a.. BOlt· __ served previously with Company 

.• ' ,new .. curlty·for\:e atop ber mao , DII!kes VIe~ beJU"8b1e, 8IId I A, 41b Battallo!l, (Mechanized) 
.... jeatlc perch.. ",>, .. ' ' '. can't w!'1t to get bact," stated 23rd Inf......,. •. 
.., . Tropic Ligbtninlr'< soldiers of ----\-,~. ---:=---'-.7". ~---'--:-, ",;---~---::",,-..... -;---,~ 

, !be bt BzIgade, 251b Infantry. '. . . ." . 
' .. ~ ;Dhhlolt.· were offered the r . TO' ·mahawks. P.Otch Teepees on y'C, . . ehanee to',~oIaDteer for duty,I'. II 

~.' . atol> ber IJIi8hty pedestal.. . ,;. -
.. ; 'lbe new BeeurilJ' company, an . 

•. ;;,.·lImovatlo;' I~ bv ollvl- ,.\1 Ail • 1.1 __ • 0 ..... • 

who was flying overbead in his 
command 8IId control heUcop­
ter. 

SCHELTER AND Lieutenant 
Colonel Vernon B. Lewis of Mar­
sbaU, Tn, commander of Ibe 2d 
BattaUon, 77th Artillery, began 
caUing in artIUery on Ibe enemy 
positions. 

Meanwhile Lieutenant Colonel 
Ralph M. Cline of Rockville, 
Md., Triple Deuce battaUon 
commander, committed his Al­
pha and Bravo companies to 
reinforce Charlie Company. 

From his belicopter above the 
battleground. the brigade com· 
mander spotted an enemy pia, 
toon running across an open 
field. 

As the aircraft, commanded 
by Warrant Officer 1 Gunther 
Siedler of TOrrington, Wyo., 
blasted away, tilling several 
enemy, the mechanized riflemen 
of Charlie Company TrIple 
Deuce moved. in to sweep the 
enemy force from the area. .. 

As Bravo Compaoy pulled up 
to join the fight, Ibey ran into an 
enemy bunter and spider hole 
posItion. Company Commander 
Caplaln Jack Johnston of Mls­
soula, Mont., caUed In alrstrlkes 
to assist his men In routing the 
enemy from their positions. 

Alpha TrIple Deuce, com­
manded by Captain David Cro­
cker, Old Mystic, Conn., encoun· 
tered a group of NV A fleeing in 
the open north of the ambush 
site and stopped the enemy in 
their tracks with a waD of ma­
chinegun fire. 

Meanwhile, Cline and Lewts 
continued to caD in a fusillade of 
accurate artillery fire. 

LEWIS CALLED in deadly 
ftre from Alpha Battery, 2d of 
the 77th Artillery, Alpha Bat· 
tery, 1st Battalion, 27th Artil· 
lery, Charlie Battery, 2d Battal· 
ion, 32d Artillery in Dau Tioog 
base camp and Bravo Battery, 
3d BattaUon, 13th Artillery in 
Fire Support Base Wood. 
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bunker line that protecls the 
valuable communication system 
atop the "Black Virgin." 

TIlE OLD lIIE1'IIOD of having 
an infantry company guarding 
the precious equipment was not 
pracllcal. headquarters decided. 
By llavlllg an all volunteer 
"force. the infantry can be used 
ill their trained role - to search 
for the enemy. Instead of actillg 
as a permanent bunker guard. 

"The defense and security of 
the fabled mountain Is the tight­
est in Vietnam. My men are well 
trained and versed in their spe­
cial role," said the security 
company commander. Major 
Ronald L.· Baker of Rapid City. 
South Dakota. 

The Tropic Ligbtalng soldiers 
do not hesitate to volunteer. 
Alop Nul Ba Den the heat of the 
jungle Is soon forgotten. the 
peace and tranquility that exists 
on the mountain makes life 
pleasant. 

"I was surprised when 1 heard 
they wanted volunteers to serve 
on the mountain. 1 didn·t wasle 
a minute getting my name on 
the 1Is1." said Specialist 4 Ed-

REO CROSS 

TAY NINH - Patrol Base Mo­
hawk was opened by mecha­
nized infantrymen of the 1st Bri­
gade. 25th Infantry Division 
recenlly 10 close an enemy infil­
tration route to Saigon. 

The Tropic Lightning troops. 
from the 4th Battalinn (Mecha­
nIzed). 23d Infantry. a monu-' 
mental task in establishing the 
llase ill thick Jungle 55 miles 
northwest of Saigon. 

In order to maintain security 
in the area. Mohawk had 10 be . 
constructed in only 24 hours. M­
ter the Lancer Brigade meella­
nJzed infantrymen penetrated 
the area. workhorse CH-47 Chi­
nook helicopters mlifted Ions of 
wire. poriable steel paving. and 
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thousands of sandbags 10 the 
site. Overcoming dust. heat, and 
fatigue. the JIgIItning troops ac­
complished their mission on 
time. 

"All lllat hard work the first 
day paid off." remembered Pri­
vate First Class David Duree of 
Trigon. Ore. "Everybody was 
safe in h1s bunker the second' 
morning when the enemy de. 
cided to send in some mortar 
rounds.'· 

Patrol Base Mohawk was pur­
posely designed 10 be loaded 
with firepower. 

"If Charlie ever tried anything 
here. he probably wouldn't even 
get past the woodline," said Pri­
vate . First Class Reynold D. 
Weinbrandt. 

l'HIS STARLET, 20th Century-Fox's Linda Gomble, may be 
lying down on the lob, but you can't blame h.r; You'd 

':''---

TOW AWAY ZONE-This giant Chinook oHers a helping 
"sling" to a downed Cobra gunship that racenlly made a . 
forced landing at the Dau Tleng base camp. The gunship 
was hit by sniper fire near the camp_ 

(PHOTO BY 5P4 JACK R. ANDERSON) 

b. tired too if you had to cany thos. heavy earrings 
around all day, and keep all those brass buHons polished, 
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GIs Find ARVNs Generous, Capable 
- . 

TAY NINH - "It was really 
an interesting experience. a 
c:haDce to see bow the Vlelnam­
ese live. a cbance to learn a lot 
about bow theY're different from 
ns. and bow we're all the 
same." 

That was the reaction of Pri· 
vate First Class Gerald W. 
Wlndborst. Louisville. Ky.. to 

Warriors Turn 

Tables on Enemy 

Mortar Squad 
By Sp4 P. A. Brenna 

cu CHI - Somewhere there Is 
an enemy mortar squad that 
must stili be woodering wbat 
bappened to Its mortars and 
rockets. -. 

A squad of 2nd Battalion. 12th 
lDfantry soldiers. after dis· 
covering an enemy rocket 
launching site. turned the launcb 
pads so that all the rockets 

-would land off target. 
THE 2ND BRIGADE WhIte 

Warrior& were on a sweep 
around their fu-e support base· 
wben the' point man' spotted the 
first position. -

"When I first spotted it. I was 
sure it was a mortar position," 
881d Specialist 4 Jack Sbort, of 
New Port Rlcbey. Fla. 
" "It was complete with aiming -stat..... added Specialist 4, 

.. __ How~i!"I' of 

spending a week living and 
working with a South Vietnam· 
ese Army unit in Tien Thom vil· 
lage. 16 miles southeast of Tay 
Ninb. . 

Windhorst was pari of a squad 
from the' 4th Battallon. 9th III· 
lantry Mancbns' B Company 
who made the mile-and-a·baU 
trip from' Fire Support Base 

Sedgwick for the week's stay at 
the village. 

THE SQUAD. led by Sergeant 
Pete Bauer. Bismarck. N.D .• 
worted joint ambusb patrols 
with !be ARVN forces at nlgbt. 
and during the day tried out 
Vletnam's food. cnstoms and 
language. 

"We. learned right away that 

those ARVNs really know wl!at 
theY're doing militarlly." Bauer 
sald at the end of the week. 

Private FIrst Class Rudy L. 
Hopkins. Bo,. 183. Adalrsvi1Ie. 
Ga .• "did !be best at picking up 
the Vietnamese language." ac~. 
cording to Windhorst. . 

WINDHORST SAYS be was 

struck by the Vietnamese'. &ell-
eroslty. _. 

Windborst added that be'd uta 
to spend some more lime In the 
vUlage.·' ;-

"It was reaJIy worth' our 
while," he said. uI tbink ·there 
was a big Increase In our under­
standing of eacb other after that 
week." 

Choppers Add Firepower, 

Light to Diamond Defense 
By lLT Bernardino Vargas 

cu CHI - Seconds after the 
first enemy fire slammed Into 
Patrol Base Diamond m. three­
minute alert gunship crews of 
the 25th Aviation Battallon's 
Bravo Company were sprinting 
for their aIrcrafL 

Responding -to the base's 3 
8.m. call, the Diamondbeads 
guided their Cobras through 
gathering overcast toward the 
acllon and were quickly directed 
In to the assistance of the em· 
batUed infantry. 

They found the scene of the 
action covered with low clouds 
and were forced tn work down In 
the cauldron of fire that Patrol 
Base DIamond m bad become. 

Swooping in by !be IIgbt of 
flares flicterlng eerily 00 the 

low clouds, the Dlamondbeadx 
scourged ,the attacking NVA 
with minI·gun and rooket fire. 
Under direction of !be ground 
commanders, the gunships en.­
gaged the enemy right up to the 
edge of the perimeter. 

With the pressure on the in­
fantry eased. the Dlamondheads 
pounced on .51 callber macblne 
gun positions that bad been try­
Ing to break up the helicopter at­
tacks. Eight were suppressed 
with rocket fire. -

DIamondhead fire teams alter­
nated on station over Diamond 
m all tbrougb the atteck. By 
5:15 8.m. all !be NVA who 
weren't on the ground were g0.­
Ing some place else. and the flr­
Ing died down. The gunshlpe 
continued to orbit protectively 
over the base unW 9 a.m. 

Sell-Defense Force Gives 
.. ~~' 
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" "toctet JaDilcblna posItIou." ' 
THE "1IIOD SQUAD," as It II 

called, decided to play the trick 
on Charlie, 

"We reported the positions to 
our commaDdlDg officer," said 

, squad, leader Sergeant Darril 
Walden of GIrrard, m" "then 10-
.tead of destroying the positioDS 
only to have Charlie rebuild then 
again. we moved all of the aIm­
log stakes withont dJaturblog the 

, area." r T hat night;' sure enough. 

i
' Charlie begao to fire but none of 

, ' the rounds landed near the Trop­
"" ' Ie Lightning positiODB, ' 

In fact the rounds fell outside 
the perimeter into uninhabited 
area surrounding the base. 

The first rockets fired went 
over the perimeter, 

ALL ASHORI? THAT'S GOING ASHORE-Manchu. of the 4th 
Battalion, 9th Infantry, inch their way aero.. a thin plank 
that affords the only way of crossing a deep stream. "All of 
the troops made It aero.s and kept their powder dry, with" 
the first and la.t men aeross providing .ecurlty. 

(PHOTO BY SP~ RALPH NOVAK) 

cu CHI - PeopIe's Self De­
fense Forces soldiers have won 
the respect of both AmerIcan 
and ARVN military personnel 10 
Vietnam for their determloatlon 
aod ability, 

Frequently their forces are 
small and their equipment Is 
limited. but for sheer d .. lre and 
ability these clvUiao soldiers 
have shown themselves a valu­
able part of the military effort 
in Vietnam. . 
~ RecenUya PSDF team from 
Cu Chi District. 25th Infaotry Di­
vision area, gave a demonstra­
tion of their effectiveness near 
the village of Ap Cho, The four­
·man team set up an ambush 
wblchnetted them three Viet 

Coni IdIJed and C81i>lunllloil_.',j, 
ODS.' ' 

J~t outside the village.' tile' " 
ambush team lay 10 walt few. ' 
VC patrol expected to pass 
through 10 the early momlog. , 

When the VC did 'approach 
close to the PSDF position. tile 
local solcliers opened UP. klIlIog 
all three VC and captmiog two 
rUles and one pistol. ' 

"The self' defeose force 'actloli 
against the VC dearly shows 
that the Vietnamese people de 
care 'aod are taking positive 
steps to counter the enemy:' 
said Colonel H.S, Long. com­
maocliog officer of the 2d BrI- , 
gade. "We salute tha PSDF of 
Ap Cho." "We couldn't move the rocket 

, firing' positions so' We elevated 
, the .tak..... said Specialist 4 

M Ike Aguilar of Loclthart • 
. Texas. "This caused the rounds 
to pass over the base." 

THE ENEMY evidently real­
, lzed .omethlng was wrong aod 

began' adjusting, 

Bobcats Build Underground Theater a~ FSB ·Patton 
When the rounds begao falling 

closer. elght-inch guns from D 
Battery. 3d Battalion. 13th Artil­
lery opened UP on the enemy po­
sitiODS aod silenced them. 

By Sst 188 F_ Audersoa 
cu CHI - Ever imagine a 

theatre of the underground in 
Viet Nam? You say you doubt 
the Army would furnish the type 
of entertainment you watched 
back in the world. 10 Greenwich 

Vtllage or Halgbt-Ashbury? 
Mechanized tofaotrymen of 

the lst Battalion (Mechanized). 
5th Infaotry have possibly one of 
the most formidable of under­
ground theatres. 

At FIre Support Base Patton. 

the Infantrymen decided they' 
needed an occasional breat 
from chaslog Charlie, With the 
encouragement of IJeuteoant 
Colonel William E, Klelo. battal­
ion commander, the troops be­
gao to dig, 

AERIAL ASSAULT-Second Brigade soldle .. of the 2d BaHalion, 27th Infantry charge off Huey troop shlp.wesl of Cu' Chi 
near the Oriental River. (PHOTO BY SP4 R. B. WILLIAMS' 
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In one week a large' hole 111-
tered the landscape of Patton. 
TImbers. j>Ortable steel paving. ' 
aod saodbags formed a roof 
sturdy enough to resist rocket 
and mortar attacks, In no time 
the underground theatre moved 
from ao Idea to a reality. 

Each night tofaotrymen can 
see such favorites as "Casino 
Royale". "Hang 'em _ High", 
"Return of the Seven"~. 

Sergeant Anthony ,Pappalardo, -,'i;~" 
of Bronx, N.Y., commeated,. ",. " . ~"" 
"I'm afraid we'U all be eac- ' .-~ ,.' 

rossed 10 a mystery some Dlght " :~ -,' 

~~~g~=~ :!,?"& = "', -.:.':c.. j 
guards are always rotated so we, - " , ,;; 
need Dot fear." .. :::.,' ~< r :; 

, , .!'~ ",,~,J" ,: :;;:,:,~,:, 
, F S B Patton s ,Ulldetg,OUDd,'.", ;-, ' ",. 'j 

theatre may not be'advan_:,'~~\J':'t:~,';,~,'" , ' 
new art forms but Jt provides a :;.," '~'\~~ 
very Important functlon_ It .... " ,. "';:' 

and 
_'I. . '1 "",<::t 

laxes the Infaotrymao, !"" " . ": "".;':~..! 
lows some of hill tensiOlli' to,;. " "" 
drain off. ....., ~ 

I ~ , 
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WolFhounds, Afty,Gunships Kill 198 

DIAMONDS ARE FOREVER 
PATROL BASE DIAMOND -

Dawn's first light shows sweat. 
dirt and exhaustion engraved On 

, . their faces. Some try to sleep. 
.. _ others stare blankly into the dis­

tance. A few talk. A _deep weari-
ness prevails over the sweet 
smell of gunpowder. 

Four hours ago -an estimated 
two battalions of Nortb· Viet­
namese Regulars swept across 

, the Cambodian border and 
burled· themselves at the Fire 

., Brigade's 2nd Battalion, 27tb In­
fantry in this tillY patrol base on 
a dry open plain. The Wolf­
hounds fought for their lives, 
and now it shows. 

Tbe ·men of Alpha and Delta 
Companies killed 198 NY A regu-

. Jars in a battle tbey will talk 
about foro-years and remember 
for a lifetime, Twenty five bours 

they dismantled Diamond II 
moved' it, gun, beam and 

sandbag to this- new position, a 
job which would normally re­
quire three days. 

Working 1iwiftly against time 
the entire battalion carved a de­
fensive position which had to 
bold. The enemy bad attacked 
00 the first night in the previous 
position' and would likely attack 
again here. 

At midnight, Patrol Base Dia' 
mond III was ready. Guards 
w ere posted and the jn­
fantrymen tried to rest. 

As the guard changed at 0300, 
movement was detected 800 me­
ters to the southwest of the per­
imeter. The command post was 
notified and the r11"st of nearly 
2000 rounds of artillery was 
called in. Gunships from B .Com­
pany, 251b Aviation Battalion, 
were called in and Ibe battle ~e­
gan. 

"The mortars started· at03l5. 

It was the most ,ntense mortar 
attack that I have ever experi­
'enced. twice as bad as the at­
tacks on Diamond I and Dia­
mond II," said 1st Lieutenant 
James J. Sullivan, Chaton, N.J. 

Specialist Five Eino Hookala. 
Vancouver. Wash.. reported: 
"The shells really rruned in. It 
sounded like 'automatic mortar." 

Few were injured as an, esti­
mated 500 mortar shells ex­
ploded against the overhead cov­
er constructed that afternoon. 

A lull fell on the battlefield, 
. The NVA had lifted the mortar 
attack to allow their assault 
troops to move. closer. 

Earlier that evening, three lis­
tening posts bad been estab. 
lished, on~to Ibe west, one to . 
Ibe norlb, and one to Ibe soutb. 
Wolfhounds at Ibe.westeril LP 
,took advantage of Ibedull to 
break fok.lbe patrol ba.se_ 

They made it. The post to the 
east suffered several casualties, 
while the post to tbe north held, 
kept low. and had no injuries. 

Experienced troopers knew 
Ibat the time had come to get 
out of their bunkers and fight 
from the prepared positions. 

. "Getting out of that bunker." 
said Specialist Four Paul ·Gai­
ther of Elkins, No. Carolina, 
"was one of the bardest things I 
have ever done. But I kept re­
membering what could happen 
if I remained." 

The NV A regulars proved 
themselves creatures of habit 
as. true to form. they 'launched 
the second phase of the attack 
with a bail of RPG's arid small 
arms fire. The NY A Battalion 
had moved forward under the 
mortar fire and were 'launching 
their deadiy .... ckets from within 
30 meters of the perimeter> 
-~ . . 

Major Calvin Swenson. Dia­
mond's Commander. from Wil­
son.. No. Carolina. estimated 
that 400 RPG's struck around 
the base. Time after time posi­
tions took direct hits. but none 
were knocked out. 

The men, fighting outside 
their bunkers, kept the enemy 
from getting close enough to' ac­
curately fire their weapons. 
Each bunker had an M-60 ma­
chinegun, and many had 90mm 
recoilless rifles. The Wolfhounds 
knew hoW" to use them . 

As the RPG's rained in. sap.­
per squads closed on the per­
imeter's defensive wire armed. 
with bangaiore torpedoes and 
AK-47's in a desperate attempt 
to breech the line. Specialist 
Four William Baumgardner of . 
Huntington, Pa., recalled: 
''They blew the wire to the front 
and right of my position. So we 

a lot of fire in Ibat directlon_ 
were ready for them, and 
ne'fer got iDside .. to •• 

i 
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Drawing by 2d Battalion, 27th Infantry artist Specialist 4 Dennis Tupper 

NVA Fall at Diamond II, Too . . 
On April 5th and 6th in the 

second round of battle for the 
Diamond Patrol bases along the 
Angel's Wing, two companies of 
the 2d Battalion 27th InfantrY 
Wolfhounds wrecked two battal­
Ions of the North Vietnamese 
Army, killing 117. 

Shortly after 1 a.m. Aprtl 5 
troops detected a small group of 
lJeOple 800 meters from the per-
imeter. . 

Specialist 5" Harold T. GiI­
" . lespie of Compton, Calif., said, 

"'They were moving around in 
one location. and were apparent .. 

" ly setting up a mortar position. 
. Other' detected groups movtng 

'. arounil:·the base drew artillery fire.":- . -. . - . 
'Then,at 1:30 a.m., the enemy 

began mortaring a listening post 
200 meters west of the base's 
wire. This fire was quickly 
shifted into the perimeter. 

"We got up to look around," 
said Specialist 4 Kenneth Brink 
of Laingsburg, Mich., "and the 

· first thing I saw was a whole 
bunch of enemy soldiers running 
'right at us. It reminded me of 

· an end run going through my po­
sition in a football game." 

"The NV A had apparently 
been planning on using the cover 
in the listening post's site to 
place fire on the perimeter, to 
said Specialist 4 AIgher Griffin 
of Rochester New York. ".They 
were carrying a heavy weapon 
of some sort. We changed their 

· plans when we opened up on 

them'." 
From their vantage point, the 

Wolfhounds saw the enemy thun· 
der at the.-perimeter in vain. 
None reacbed the" wire, deadly 
rounds fired from leveled how· 
itzers, devastating airstrikes of 
pinpoint accuracy and, fierce 
small arms fire saw to that.; . 

Five a.m. found the enemy 
blasted by Wolfhounds and reo 
treating from the cOming dawn. 
- uThe batHe was actually over 
almost before it got started," 
1LT Robert Nebiker of May­
wood, N.J., said. "The enemy 
was starting to carry away his 
dead within ten. minutes after 
the attack started." 

Another lieutenant said the 
biggest problem was the dust 

raised by· the enemy mortars. 
He "reported the Wolfhounds 
could hardly see the enemy ad· 
vancing through the dust. 

" With the coming of full light, 
the Wolfhounds policed up the 
debris of their victory. Found 
were 81 Chi-Com grenades, 9 
bangalore torpedoes, 34 RPG 
rounds, 14 RPG launchers and 
21 AK assault rifles. 

The enemy, normally scru­
pulous about taking his dead 
from the battlefield, had left be· 
hind 81 bodies In his flight. 

On April 6th an even more 
abortive attempt was launched 
on Patrol base Diamond II, as 
artillery and gunships killed 36 
NV A. They got no closer to the 
wife than 1,200 meters. 

Flare ships and night JlgbllDg 
aircraft circled above II1umlnat­
ing the scene as dust and debris 
rose from rounds impacting 00 
both sides. ; 

The beleaguered infantrYmen" 
were not alone here, last night: 
All the firepower the Tropic 
Lightning Division could call OD ' 
was here in support. Artillery, 
gunships and air strikes broke .~ 
the back of the advancing ene­
my as automatic weapons cut 
him down in front. 

As the fight continued, eight 
gunships circled overhead COD­
tantly spitting their fire onto the 
plain below. The Air Force 
came in with jet air strikes OD 
the staging area used by the 
enem 

e two l05mm bowitze 
from C Battery, 1st" Battalion, 
Eighth Artillery fired an incred­
ible 300 rounds and, auring th 

eight of the battle, lower 
their tubes and fired potnt b 
'nto the ch in 

e eavy ig ling continu 
untH the rising moon warned. the 
NV A of the coming dawn. They 
broke contact and. leaving a few 
behind to continue the fire. re­
treated. to their sanctuary across 
the border. The flghttng sub­
sided shortly before 6: 30 a.m: 

The gunships have returned to 
base, the guns are quiet. Patrol 
Base Diamond ill is intact. The 
men have·a right to be exhaust·· 
ed, they bave fought bard. Victa- -
ry does not come easily. or 
cheaply. Thirteen Americans 
lost their lives in the battle. 

.. , 

Soldiering Is a prof.sslon, 
and you must b. a profes. 
sional, Know the tools of 
your pro'.ss'on-weapons 
and .xplosive_nd treat 
them with resped. Share 
your knowledge with those 
you work with, and don't 
be afraid to ask questions 
of them. Remember that 
the next mistake you mae 
could be your last, .' ~c. ":.'.~~~' 

:.~:?;\.~f; 



Decorated 
'BRONZE STAR MEDAL (HEROISM) 

LTC William 1. O,mmings, HHC,2d Bn,14th Inf 
MAl George B. Sweet, 25th MI Det . . . 
CPT lames F. Harvey, C Btry, 7th Bn, 11th Arty 
lLT Lauren E. 10hnsOn, 2d Bde Mobile Training 

Team 
lLT lames W. Conway,.A BIIJ;7th Bn, 11th Arty 
lLT Gary W. Carlson, B TJ'P, 3d SQ!\n, 4thCav 
lLT Michael D. lackson, C Trp, 34 Sqdn, 4th Cav 
lLT Dennis Gnu, Co D, 2d Bn, 12th Inf ' 
lLT Andrew D. Malloy, Co B, lst Bn, 5th I.nf 
lLT lerry D. Pruitt, HHC, 2d Bn, 12th Inf , 
lLT Andrew C. ADred, Co A, lst Bn, 5th IDf 

'lLT Eddie G. Rigsby, Co A, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
lLT Michael D. lackson, C Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav 
lLT Michael D. May, Co D, lst Bn, 27th Inf . 
lLT John R. Moore, A Trp, 3d -Sqdn, 4th Cav 
2LT lerome'P. KIar, A Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav 
MSG Phillip F. Dice, HHC, lst Bn, 5th Inf 
lSG Harvey L.Harper, Co B,ht Bn, 5th Inf 
180 Ernest C. Randolph, Co A, lst Bn, 27th Inf 
lSG Douglas C. Raab, 25th MI Det . 
SSG Jerry Smart, HHC, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
SSG James Tmibrook, C Btry,2d Bn, 77th Arty 
80T Bennie D. Begay, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SP5 Roland D. Kimbrough, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty 
SP4 Robert K. Williams, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SP4 Ronald L. Stetson, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SP4 Charles W. Spalding, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SP4DaJe L. Robinson, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
.SP4 Patrick G. Camacho, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SP4 James G. Balk, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty 
SP4 Anthooy J. Nagy, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SP4 James T. Archambult, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf 
SP4 Raymond B. Tsosie, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty 
SP4 Larry D. Lawen, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty 
SP4 Donald R. Anderson, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty 
SP4 Jay W. Taylor, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty 
SP4 Edward Mac Donald, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty 
SP4 John C. Ganey, Co D, 2d Bn, 12th Inf, 
SP4 Robert 1. Harrold, lst Bn, 5th Inf . 
SP4 Cevel8Dd Johnson, Co D, 2d Bn, 12th Inf 
SP4 losephB.BaJtuska, Ir., Co A, 1st Bn. 5thInf 
SP4 'AleX H. 10hnsOn, Co .A. lst Bri 5th Inf ,"" 

~ SP4Roy A. MonteDcro, Co A, lst 8n, 5th In( . ...... '. 
·.SP4 .. Lewis A. Pappalardo, Co A, lst-Bn, 5th Inf .' ,.,~. 
-SP4;JoImS. Murphy, Co A. 1st Bn, .5th Inf . "";-: 
-SP4:~-A:"Monscm, Co:A lst Bn, 5th ~4~.~i 
SP4Lonnie w. Cruse, Co A. Ist,Bn. 5th Inf .' "' .•. ,c' 

-~1::~'~, ~ ~"'2~ Bnr.!4..tJ1}nf •.• _ .., .:' 
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TROPIC LIGHTNING" NEWS 

MPC UseProlecls 
Stifles Reds' Black Market' 

SAIGON-n.e eoDtrol and proper use 01 money are of creat Ima-tanee in Viet- . 
DIIDl. 

IIlepl currency tnlDMetioD&-black marketiDa in IDOiIi!y-Iwm Our own war effort 
and the economy of VietDam. - , 

SouDd money Is a baslc requirement for war JUBt, .. It Is for a stable ecoaOlDy. This 
Is wby the Military AaaIataru:e Command, Vietnam, ,In c:o-operation with the gcmmment 
of the Republic of VIetnam, bas lsaued strict regulations on the handling and elrculation 
of IIIODe)' In the oommand. . 

Failure to oomply with these nlI!UIations can result In severe c:ou.q_ for the . 
individual and for the nation. The' fonowinJr questioll8 and answers are Intended to ex-
plain what the regulations are and how to lollow them. . 

Q. Why do we use MPC? . Q. CaD I ....... ert plsst.... to have the old scrip in their ]lOS. 
A. MPC, Military Payment MPC? To deIIars? session. The old ill qulekly called 

Certificates, are issued 8S a A. MPC, no; dollars. yes. _ in in. on short notice, and the new 
substitute for .. ,.... .. U.S. dol· to th In Its pi lars. MPC are illsned in areas, some cases. goes e troops ace 
such as Vietnam, where the free If you leave Vietnam on emer. dollar for dollar. 
circulation of dol1ars would re- geney leave or for medical evac. Q. WiIat .... ,. to dollars 
suit In their being a1pboned off uatlon you can convert plasters tJoat Ret .. tile bIadt _ltd? 
for purposes which wouid harm at port of exit up to the amount A. Blaclt market dollars can . 
the U.S. or the host country. of your most recent monthly Det end DP as pa)'Jllents for commu' 

pay _ the actual pay you draw nlst weapons and _"es. U.S. 
The U.S. dollar Is one of three here. Leaving on a permanent dol1ars are gathered here and 

IDternational currencies. It wHl change of station, you can con. elsewhere, smuggled to places 
buy goods In any market In the vert up to UO worth. like Hong Kong and funneled 
world. Many nations attempt to Q. H_ shout IDInIr on IlA:R into Red ChIna or other commu· 
get U.S. dollars by legal or ille· or TDY1 nlst countries. The commUDlsts 
gal means in order to buy OD the have lIIlllor accounts with many 
world market. A. No. Leaving the command international bants, contracts 

This Is particularly true of on RlcR or TDY you can convert with many munitions suppllers 
communist nations whlcb do not MPC to dollars but Dot plasters throughout the world. In effect 
have normal trade relations to dollars. This Is usually done the dollars you place Into the 
with the free world. It Is un· after you check In for your black martet pool In Vietnam 
doubtedly true of North Vietnam night, at the port of exit. could pay for the gun and bullets 
and Red ChIna. Q, If I wanted to take plasters that IdIl you. 

There Is another side to this out of VIetDam, would It be Olt? Q. If I'm CBIIA'ht In some 1m. 
problem. Vietnam, like many A. Only up to 500. Written per. _ _ deal, wllat 1uIp-
nations, needs to keep Its mODey m~IOD of the RVN government _1 
'at home to provide capital for. ill required for you to take out or A. First, wilen you say "im· 
crowth. PeOple in Vietnam who bring In more than 500 piasters. proper," you Ibould say "ille-
convert plasters to dollars have . Q. If a Vielaamese asks me to gal." Under the Uailorm Code of . 
.a curreney wl!lch they can lIet dI_ Ida MPC. _ plasters, Military Justice, you could, If 

,out Of \tIJe: COUDIJ7j Jea9lng the..-. ~ 1i"'lt1!'· l, • convicted of iUelial curreney ae­
Vietnamese economy _. A. Only If you want to engage tivitlea at a court martial, be 
. Q.Wbo Is aulllawbed to ave .In illep1 blaclt llUlrket .,,-. . _tenced to 18 months con· 

,.1I1'CT ",., •.. ,., .' < . ",;. allons:. MACV, 1!IrectIve'. 17.. " fil!ement at IuIrd labor, total for· 
-" ,. ..... . .. . ,.,. la,.., U.S, authorized perSOllDel ',' r..uu.., of pay, and a dlshon· 

'A.IIPC .... for use only In.. .wln notdeallnanYlD8DJierwlth'fi~arable disclI8I'ge. . 
.. ' U.S. facllitlea (exchanges, clubs, persons not authorized to __ j,'~ Ouem ......... _tenced to dis. 

... de.) and ObIy a!'lhorlzed pa· sesa MPC. "All trBU88Cllcm 1ni= .. ~dfrClDl !be Setvice. twQ 

.' trona of those facilities may))OS- O,VN hPtw..,... n ~ , ... th,.ri7.M ,~~.....,tt ..... 1 .......... _ . __ '" . __ ~. 

-
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'TAY ~~~Ti~:~ award ... 
flU!lry llanchus' 
ceremony lofarch 31, 
combat decorations tile 
since the start of 1110. 

The llanc:hu battalion' , 
. Colonel Leo L. Wilson of ~ 
pany Commander, Captab 
Chattanooga •. Tenn .. per: 
Bronze Stars with "V" d. 
Army Commendation Me< 
In a formal ceremony , 
Sedgwick, 1$ miles south. 

mOSE .. decorations, I 
coupled with medals distrn 
earller this year brought tI 
to one DistInguished Ser 
Stars, 44 Bronze Stars wil 
CommendatioD Medals wit 

The If other medals 
lI88, when the Manchus fr 
namese Army regiment's 
wbich was then Patrol Ba 

In the January 2S acl 
n_n by helicopter from S 
SquadroD, 4th Cavalry,. 8J 
bottle up a Viet Cong comp, 
Phuoc Lnu, a sman village 
Saigon. 

USING BUILDING mate 
Ninh by beUcopter, the M 
night, working unW miclnigl 
with overhead cover. 

When the VC unit atla. 
an attempt to push througl 



SP4 Edward Mac Donald: mm, 2d Bn, 771h Arty 
SP4 John C. aaney, Co D, 2d Bn, 12th Inf 
SP4 Robert J. Harrold, 1st Bn, Sth Inf ' 
SP4 aeveland Johnson, Co D, 2d Bn, 12th Inf 
SP4 Joseph 1J. Baltuska, Jr., Co A, 1st Bn, Sth Inf 
SP4 Alex H. Johnson, Co .A, 1st Bn,.5th Inf 
SP4 Roy A. Montenero, Co A, 1st Bn, 5th lilt 
SP4 Lewis A. Pappalardo, Co A, lst Bn, Sth Inf 
SP4 John S. Murphy, Co A, lst Bn, 5th Inf 
SP4 Michael A. Monson, Co A, lst Bn, 5th Inf 
SP4 Lonnie W. Cruse, Co A. 1 st Bn, Sth Inf 
SP4 Mike Miller, Co A, 2d Bn, 14th Inf 
SP4 Albert J . . Herbert; A Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cay 
SP4 Ronald K . Moore, A Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav 
SP4 Robert I. Calhoun, A Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav 
SP4 Charles C. Patterson, A Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav 
SP4 Richard C. Millis, A Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav . 
SP4 Gary W. Barlow, A Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cay 
PFC Steven M. Britton, Co A, 1st Bn, Sth Inf 
PFC James W. Ash, Co A, 1st Bn; Sth Inf 
PFC Buddy Brockington, Co A, lst Bn, Sth Inf 
PFC Richard D. Kirk, HHC, 4th Bn, 23d Inf 
PFC Robert W. Raymond, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty 
PFC Robert W. Raymol!d, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty 
PFC Wilna G. Dennis, Co A, 1st Bn;"Sth Inf . 
PFC Alex Washington, Co D, 2d Bn, 12th Inf 

Tropic Lightning Tots 
The Commanding General 
Welcomes The Following 
Tropic Lightning Tots To The 
25th Infantry Division-As 
Reported By The American 
Red Cross. Born To: 

SSG Paul L . Smith, 25th Admin Co, a son, born 
- April 7th. 

SP4 James C. Baisch, 25th Admin Co, a son, born 
April 4th. . 

SP4 James R. Miller, HHC 1/5 Inf, a son, born 
April 10th. 

SP5 Terry G. Trout, Co E 725 Maint Bn, twin daugh­
ters, born April 9th. 

PVT Jose Quinones, Co C 2/27 Inf, a daughter, born 
April 12th. 

SP4 Walter Herrick, HHC 2d Bde, a daughter, born 
April 12th. . 

SP4 Joe Ray, HHC 2/14 Inf, a daughter, born April 
11th. 

2LT Walter N. Weiler, HHC Band DISCOM, a 
daughter, born April 15th. 

probi;;';;. _. VIetrUl'';;, -ilk';, -m;;;;Y 
nations. needs to keep ita money 
at home to provide capital for 
growth. People in Vietnam who 
convert piaster. to dollar. have 
a currency which they can get 
out of the country. leavlng the 
Vietnamese economy poorer. 

Q. Who Is authorized to bave 
MPC? 

A. MPC are for use only in_ 
U.S . .facilities (exchanges, clubs, 
etc.) and only authorized pa. 
trans of those facilities may pos­
sess MPC. All MACV personnel, 
upon entry into Vietnam, con­
vert all U.S. dollars or dollar in· 
struments into MPC or piasters 
or both. 

Q. Why do people who aren't 
authorized MPC try to gel 

. them? 
A. Two reasons. One is they 

want to gain illegal possession of 
the goods and services which 
can be purchased with MPC. 
For example, they may try to 
bribe or "con" military person­
nel into buying items for them 
at the PX. Two, they want to 
convert the MPC into green dol­
lars, money they can take out of 
Vietnam. Again. these people of­
ten try to do this through mili· 
tary personnel. 

Q. Why Is the legal rate of ex­
change lower than that of the 
black market? 

A. People who don't have 
faith in their government's cur­
rency prefer to have a "hard" 
currency which holds its value. 
Also, other people want U.S. dol­
lars for even less legal uses, and 
are willing to pay a high price 
for them. . 

Q. Where can I convert MPC 
to plasters? . 

A. Only at authorized con­
version points operated by the 
U.S. agencies, in many billets, 
compounds, etc. 

A. Only up to 500. Wrltteo per­
miSsion of the RVN government 
is required for you to take out or 
bring in more than 500 ptasters. 

Q, II a VIdIIamese- .s.l:s me to 
.baage Ills JIPC .. '" plaslers, a.a 1 .. 1&1 _ 

A. Only if you want to engage 
In JIlegal black market oper· 
allons. MACV directive 37-6 
says. &lU.S. authorized personnel 
will not deal in any manner with 
persons not authorized to pos­
sess MPC. All transaction in 
RVN between U.S. authorized . 
personnel and unauthorized per· 
sonnel will be consummated in 
piasters.7J 

Q. If I acddeotaDy get Into a 
position 01 haviDg DO plasters 
with me, can I pay, say, a taxi 
clr\vcr ID ~IPC? 

A. Definitely not. Your giving 
MPC -to him is worse than tak­
ing it from him. It might not he 
your fault that he had MPC be· 
fore, but it sure is if. you give it 
to him. 

Q. What about when a com· 
mand changes Its MPC, chang­
Ing the site or design, calling In 
the old and tssulng news? 
What's thai for and how do they 
do II? 

A. It's done to spoil as many 
crooked operations as pOSSible, 
to catch illegal operators who 

., 

proper DI_ cIeooI, ftd·""..,....---- ... _1 
A. First, when YOU say "Im­

proper,'J you should lay 4'm_ 
gal." Und@r the UDHorm Code of 
MIlitary Justice, you could, If 
<:on....t.d.ed of Wegal currency ac· 
UviUes at .a court martial, be 
sentenced to 18 months con· 
finement at hard labor, total for-
feiture of pay, and a dishon-
orable discharge. 

One man was sentenced to dis­
missal from the Serviee. two 
.years at hard labor, and p.ay­
ment of a $3,1)00 fine. 

MACV and all subordinate 
commands have been ' cracking 
down on black market and ille­
gal currency operations. Such 
dealings not only put the mili­
tary in a very bad light, b.ut also 
do considerable damage to the 
economy of the host nation and 
to the security of U.S. and other 
Free World Forces. 

YOIl Slve more than monet 
willa V,S, Samls Jonds 

The TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS is an authorized 
publication of the 25th Infantry Divi8ion. It is published 
weekly for all division units in the Republic of Vietnam 
by the II.lformation Office, 25th Infantry Division, APO 
San Francisco 96225. Army News Features, Army Photo 
Features, Armed Forces Press Service and Armed Forces 
News Bureau material are used. Views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Department 
of the Army. Printed in Tokyo, Japan by Pacific Stars 
and Stripes. . 
MG Ellis W. Williamson .. ... ... Commanding General 
MAJ John C. Fairbank ...... . ... ' Information Officer 
1LT John . C. Burns ... .. ........ . . . Officer-in-Charge 
SP4 Robert Imler ......... . . .. .... ....... . , . . Editor 
SP5 Charles Withrow .. . , . . . . . . . . Asst. Editor 
SP4 Jim Brayer . . _ . . . . . . . . . Production Supervisor 
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. "~ (Company Total Soars to 154 lor Year ,..-.--

Man(hu Company Earns 60 Medals 
TAY NINH-Wben 60 medals for valor were 

awarded to soldiers of the 4th Battalion, ith in­
fantry Manchus' Charlie Company In a special 
ceremony March 31, It brought to 154 the total of' 
combat decorations the company has received 
since the start of 1969. 

The Manchu battalion commander, Lieutenant 
Colonel Leo L. Wilson of Sa1ina, Kans., and Com­
pany Commander, Captata Ramon T. PullIam of 
Cbattanooga,. Tenn.. personally pinned on 25 
Bronze Stars with "V" devices' for valor and 35 
Army Commendation Medals with "V" devices 
in a formal ceremony at Fire Support Base 
Sedgwick, 15 miles southeast of Tay Nlnh. 

mOSE III decorations, for a battle January 26, 
coupled with medals distributed In two ,ceremonies 
earlier this year brought the company's 1969 tally 
to one DistInguIshed Service Cross, 12 Silver 
Stars, 44 Bronze Stars with "V"s, and WI Army 
CommendaUOD Medals with "V"a. 

The .. other medals were earned Dec. 22, 
1969, when the IIlanchus foupt off a North Viet­
namese Army regiment's attack on Sedgwick, 
which was then Patrol Base Mole City. 

In the January 21 action, C Company was 
Down by helicopter from Sedgwick to jOin the 3d 
Squadron, 4th Cavalry,as a blocldng force to 
bottle up a Viet Cong company which had Invaded 
Pbuoc Luu, a small village 40 miles northwest of 
Saigon. 

USING BUILDING materials shipped from Tay 
'Ninh by helicopter, the IIlanchus dug In for the 
night, working until midnight to construct bunkers 
with overhead cover. 

When the VC unit attacked around 1 a.m. in 
an attempt to push through the U.S. barrier, the 

bunkers proved Invaluable. Only one Manchu 
was wounded, not seriously. as the Tropic LIght­
ning units battered the enemy force. recording an 
official total of 15 killed and capturing a truckload 

• 

of weapons BDd equipment. , , 
In presenting the latest group or medals, 

Wilson praised hls C Company troops as a 
"proven fighting unit. n . . . 

-,,' ~~ ....... ~ -'i;..; 
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AWAID CEUMONY-Soldlers of C Company, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, talule their bat­
fallon commander, LIeutenant Colonel Leo L_ Wilson of Salina, Kans_ !for leftl, at the end 
of a ceremony In which 60 of the company's men received medals for valor. 

!PHOTO BY SP4 RALPH NOVA«J 

Fire B~igade Slays 143 
Enemy in NVA~ VC Lair 
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~. A. FIrSi, when you say "1m. 

~ .• ~.. yoU lhould say. "lie-

,
·P." Unde. r !be Uniform. . Code of .' 
MllltarY . JUltlce, JOG'couId, H 
_vtcted of liep\~'a". 

. tlvltles at a court IDartIal, be 
sentenced to 18 m ... th. con-
finement at hard labor, total for· 
feiture 01 pay, and a dtsbon· 
orable discharge. 

One man was sentenced to dis­
missal from the Servk:e, two 
years at bard labor, and pay. 
ment of a $3,000 fine. 

MACV and all subordinate 
commands have been cracking 
down {)R black market and ille­
ga·1 currency operations. Such 
dealings not only put the mili· 
tary in a very bad light, but also 
do considerable damage' to the 
economy of the host nation and 
to the security-.of U.S. and other 
Free World Forces. 

TOil sav. 11m IllllllIOlIey 
willa V.S. SavIDgslOlldl 

NEWS is an authorized 
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AID TO A CIVILIAN-Troopers from the lst Battolion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry, old a ci­
yilian Injured by shrapnel. The boy was rushed to safety after h. wandereil Into the 
deadly crossfire of a firefight. (PHOTO BY SGT JAN ANDERSON) 

~"·~ ... n CHI- One huDclredforty. 
North Vietnamese 80IdIers 

died at the bands of lei BrIgacle 
. &lid aapportlna fires fi .... mBes 
.' northeast of Trang Bang In two 

days of close, fierce flgbtlng. 
On the first morning of the 

two.(\ay battle, Fire Brigade 
Iroopers' made a helicopter 
assault inlo enemy·i n 1 est e d 
area. 

"We were just getting spread 
ou.t wh~n Charlie opened uP." 
saId Private First Ciass Vernon 
Turner of Washington, D.C. 

WITH GUNSHIPS providing 
cover, the infantrymen regroup~ 
ed to mass firepower on the 
enemy. 

One unit commander, Captain 
Robert B. Powell, commented, 
"Charlie might have had us but 
we blasted our way back with 
the aid of gunships." 

Each time the Fire Brigade 
infantrymen advanced.. they 
were greeted by intense small 
arms and .51 caliber fire. 

STALKING elements front C CompllnY, lst Battotlan (Mechanized), 5th Infantry moye out with the Dreadnought Task Force 
during a sweep in the Filhol Plantation. The. FIre Brigade operation Is under ihe control of the 2dBattalion. 34th Armor. 

- (PHOTO BY SP5 DOUG ELLIOTT) 

AS ARmLEllY aDd' air' 
strikes pounded the eDeIDf'r 
underground fOrtress,' ~ 
and mechanized infantry forees 
were called In 10 reinforce their 
comrades and help conduct a 
sweep of the area .. 

As the los!< force began Its 
sweep, it was again greeted by 
automatic weapons and BPG 
fire from the entrenched enemy. 

First Lieutenant Louis M. 
Geilka reported that It was "just 
like trench warfare" as the 
Tropic IJghtolng soldiers moved 
forward to rout the persistent 
enemy. 

"We fought from dike to dike 
and bunker to bunker." said 
Geitka. 

As fire ceased and the sweep 
was concluded, 76 NV A bodies 
were discovered along with 
three BPD machlneguns, six 
AK-47s, flve RPG launchers and 
a .51 caliber machlnegun. 

THE FOLLOWING day a 
combined armor,infantry task 
force moved out to combat· 
assault the area. 

As soon as they got started 
they received mortar, small 
arms, automatic and RPG fue 
from the north. 

Armored personnel carriers 
and ·tanks were called In to aid 
the infantrymen once more. 

As the combined lorce fought 
against the North Vieloamese . 
troops on the ground, air strikes, 
gunships and 81mm mortars 
rained shrapnel on the enemy. 

AGAIN AS fire ceased the Fire 
Brigade soldiers began a sweep 
of the battlefield and they reo 
celved flre from a well, bidden 
enemy faree-. After an bour duel 
the last round flew overhead, 
and the Tropic Lightning In· 
fantrymen continued the sweep. 

Tallied on the second day of 
fighting were 67 NVA bodies, 
one light machinegun, 31 AK· 
47s, 15 BPG launchers, three .50 
caliber machine guns, three ear-.:. . 
bines and assorted munitions 
and documents . 

.. .''' 
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TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS 

.. '.-
BolKats Repel NYA AHack, Slay 3 
:: B7 SGT Jan F. Andersoa 
cu cm - Fire Brigade sol· 

diers from· the 1st Battalion 
(Mechanized), 5th Infantry Bob­
cats repulsed an unknown size 
enemy force April 10, forcing an 
NY A unit to lesve 33 dead com· 
rades just outside a U.S. laager 
site only an boor after the com~ 
munist atlack started. 

Tbere were no friendly casu­
alties during the bour·long fight 
six miles northeast of Trang 
Bang. . 

EARLY DETECTION of the 
attack was the Bobcat's key to 
success. . 

Sneaking close to the mech 
soldiers' position in an open rice 
paddy. five NVA had crawled to 
within ten meters of the con· 
certina wire ringing the men 
and their APes. At 0320 hours. 
Staff Sergeant Richard Haute· 
keete. Grinnell, Iowa, a platoon 
sergeant, sounded the alarm af­
ter spotting the enemy quintet 
through his starlight scope. 

Hautekeete quickly advised 
the commander of one of three 
tanks from the 2d Battalion. 34th 
Armor on his flank of the danger 
to his front. A well-aimed round 
would eliminate those five. 

The first round from the 

tank's 9O-mm cannon missed its 
mark, but number two killed all 
five. as the morning sun was lat· 
er to show. 

CAUGHT OFF balance by the 
early lIelection. tbe enemy was 
forced to begin his assault pre· 
maturely. While mortars and 

RPGs rained on the Bobcats. 
teams of enemy troops moved 
into position for a human wave 
thrust against the wire. 

A BURST OF I OO--Specialist 4 Lee Spencer of 
Memphis, Tenn., a soldier with the 1st Bat .. 
talion (Mechanizec:::U, 5th Infantry, rakes a 
VC-infested hedgerow with M-60 machine-

gun fire as 2d Brigade soldiers fight their 
way out of an enemy ambush. 

(PHOTO BY SGT JAN ANDERSON) 

Tomahawks Check Charlie's Caches 
RF Help Dig Up 

· Bunker Complex 
TAY NINH-Smashing through 

· dense jungle •. 11 miles northeast 
.of Tay Ninh City. South c Viet· 

• lI8Dlese Regional Force ele­
+:··:·.·.·-lIIents.world ... with Company 

~ .. ';"~~.' \c ••. 4i11 Battalion (Mechanized). 
t\~ .. ~ J . .2Id Infantry. found a mammoth 
r:-:;;;'-:,: ":. enemy. we~poris and munitions 
" ;'~:: .... cache m a bunker complex. 
.:,.-;;,.~~ . A#er . finding the complex the 
.. ~:" ... " .. , ..... 'D ...... I_ ... ~' 1':'_ •• ~ 

one Chinese· light machinegun, 
one Chinese' sub-machinemn, 30 
bangalore torpedoes, 301 .51 
caliber rounds. 500 AK-47 rounds. 

VC Troops Say 
Farewell to .Arms . 

30 pounds of Chinese TNT, eo TAYNINH ..;. Fint Brigade 
RPG boosters. 75 cans of mortar troops of the·25tb Infantry Divi· 
charges. 500 rounds of 7.62mm.sloo: uncovered two separate 
ammunition. and. 2000 feet. !#c _ caches wblle operatiq . 
commo wire. {< . . "~:;. in the Crescent area ". U. miles 

Near the first bunker· was esst of Ta,.NinbCq; . .. . . 
another containing 1000 mixed. Two companies oflbe 4tlt Bat. 
57mm and 75mm recoIDess rine talion· (Mechanlzell), 2Id In­
rounds. 650 mixed IIOmm and fantry: Tomahawks- Uncovered 
82mm mortar· rounds. 25 large· the caches two .miles apart: . 

1500 rounds of .30 ealiber ammo, 
3 SKS rilles, 5 bolt action rifles. 
one semi-automatic rille, two 
Chicom machineguns. one me­
dium machinegun, one 82mm 
mortar (base plate and tube). 18 
bangalore torpedoes. and 21 
82mm mortar rounds. 

'~We were 9n them so fast they 
.didn·t know what hit them. The 
VC tried to make a stand; they 
sure didn't want to lose aU that 
stuff." said Sergeant Stanley 
Frew. of ~ "Ml'linpC! 1............ '"' 

Ground·mounted .50 caIibIir. 
machine guns will! their gra%in. 
fire inches above the ground, 
mortar tubes arcing 8l·mm hlgh 
explosive rounds, and claymore 
mines. plus belicopter gunships' 
and an Air Force AC-4'I Spooky 
gunship. all served to effectively 
stifle the NV A charge. 

Fir s t Lieutenant Jeffery 
McGrath. Mattituck, N.Y .• exec-. 
ulive officer of the Bobcat onit, . 
said the enemy used a wedge-' 
shaped formation to fix the 
brunt of their attack on one 
point. 

MCGRATH SAID the enemy 
repeatedly tried to blow apart 
the concertina wire with bang­
alore torpedoes. each effort 
meeting with streams of auto- . 
matic weapons fire. 

"They came looking for 's 
light, and we gave them· one," 
he said. 

Specialist 4 Walter Bromwell, 
Baltimore, Md., gave the tanks 
a lot of credit. 

"FORTUNATELY FOR us 
they hit right at the point where 
the tank was," Bromwell. said. 
"The big gun was more than a \ 
match for them." . 

, . 

~ ... 

.. ~ .... , 
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,Bunker Complex 
. TAY NlNH-Smashing through' 
dense jungle, 11 miles northeast 
of Tay Ninh' City, South Viet.­
namese Regional Force ele' 

'lDents, working with Company 
B, 4th Battalion (Mechanized), 
23d Infantry, found a mammoth 
enemy weapons and munitions 
cache in a bunker complex. 

After rmding the complex the 
Regional Forces. a d van c e d 
cautiously to check the area for 
enemy soldiers. 

After a thorough search was 
-completed an.d security put out, 
the RF.s searched the large 
bunkers, In the first bunker most 
of the bounty was found. 

Inside were two RPD machine­
guns, one AK-47, 14 SKS rifles, 
one Thompson sub-machinegun, 

one Chinese sub-machinerrun. 30 !' ~ ~ r(J(Jp~ ;::Jay 3-sKi;rin":i; -i,O£t"cti';"-riiie;: . 
bangalore torpedoes, 301 .IiI Farewe" U. to' Ar-·"· one semi-automatic rifle, two. 
caliber rounds. 500 AK--47 rounds, •• .0 _ Chlcom machineguns. ODe me- . 
30 pounds of ChiDese TNT, 80 .. TAY .. NINH·..;;..··Flrif BrIg8de·::.dium .machiDegun,. one 82mm . 
RPG boosters, 75 cans of mortar ·'troops oftb8"J5tb InfMltly Divl. :;.mortar (base plate'.~tube). 
charges. 500 robnds of 7.62mm 1.sIOn~~:,1IDCOvered, two ··'.parate', bangalore ·torpedoeJl" aJUt 
ammunition, and 2000 feet <II. . wetII>ODS caches wbHe operating. 82mm mortar rounds_ . 
commo wire.' " in the Crescent area 13, miles _. '~We were on them so fast they j 

Near the first bunker was east of Tay Ninh City, didn't know what hit them. The 
another containing 1000 mixed Two companies of the 4th Bat.' -VC tried to make a stand; they 
57mm and 75mm recoilless rifle . talion (Mechanized) 23d In- sure didn't want to lose aU that 
rounds, 650 mixed 60mm and lantry. Tomahawks.' uncovered stuff." said Sergeant Stanley 
82mm mortar rounds. 25 large the caches two miles apart. - Frew, of Des MOines, Iowa, a 
Chinese claymores, 75 B-40 One company was 'working its squad leader. 
rockets, 65 B-41 rockets, and way into a woodline when it was The Tomahawks' Alpha Com· 
1500 electric fuses. . met by small arms fire. As the pany was checking out a sus-

"We've been finding a lot of U.S. troops pushed ·forward, the peeled VC hunker complex when 
material that belongs to the VC fell back, leaving one dead it .came upon a s~all base camp 
enemy, but not anything as big com r a de. The thick jungle WIth enemy eqUIpment strewn 
as this in the last few months. thinned. out revealing a SO-bunk- al~. over.. . 
It was a fantastic find," said er storage area. The VC in their After setting up securIty 
Captain Luther DeWalt of Oki· has t y retreat left a large around the s~all base camp we 
nawa, commanding officer of amount of military bounty, started checkmg out each bunk­
Bravo Company. The Tomahawks policed up er. Somebody left in a big hurry. 

We had a real Easter egg hunt," 
said Specialist 4 Richard Lang­
er, of Willowick, Ohio_ 

The other company found 3 
SKS rifles. one bolt-action rifle, 
25 RPG-2 rounds, 25 RPG hoost­
ers, 2750 rounds of assorted 
small arms ammo. 10 pounds of 
TNT. 80 automatic rine clips, 
and 49 60mm mortar rounds. 

MONKEY ON MY BACK ...,; 
Staff Sergeant Jeffrey Stefa­
novich of Gary, Ind_. leaps 
across a smail stream with 
his pet monkey. (PHOTO 
BY SP4 KARL KARLGAARDI 

RVNGovernment, 2e1 Bele Help 

· Rehuilel Village aher Terrorism 
cu cm - 2d Brigade, 25th In- Helping Hand and other civic 

fantry Division troops rushed to action groups gave the villagers 
the aid of Xon Ben Moi village 7,000 pounds of rice, 40 cases of 

· after terrorist fires left 70 fami· staple foods, and 70 gallons of 
lies homeless recently. cooking oU the morning after the 

Xon Ben MOi, a small Tay attack. 
Nflinh Provboince villda~eh' wfas set "We gave the food directly to .. 
a arne.a ut mi mg t or no the hamlet chief. and it was 
apparent reason by terrorist. 42 banded out by his men." said 2d 
hootches were completely de-
stroyed . in three hours of sy~- Brigade S-5 (Civic Action Sec· 
tematic ·burning. The 'villagers tion) Major Walter Burns. &OWe 

all d . wanted to let the people know' 
. '. were owe to escape. After·' that it was their. government. 
· the fires had been set, the VC not the US Army, that was hel~ 
cleared out of .the area. Y-

Brigadier General Edwin F_ r.:~J~t. We just provided the 
,Black. assistant Division Ctlm~ 
mander. heard of the incident The Army is not through yel 

"WE'VE MADE CONTACn"-Captain Luther 
Dewall of Crosby, Tex., a company com­
mandar with the 4th BaHalion. 23d Infantry. 
maneuvers his men while in the midst of a 

firefight 13 miles east of Toy Ninh City. Two and knew ~d Briga~e '!nits were More than 78,000 feet of lumber 
VC d' d'· th I' . operating'm the V1ClJUty of the is being sent to the hamlet. The 

.e .n a act on, '. . village. lie ordered that food first loads have already arrived . 
(PHOTO BY SGT ROGER WELTI ,. and supplies be taken to the vil- and villagers are beginning'to : 

'" lage . Immediately _ rebuild. , '" . 
" .'.... .,' . ~. . ~ " . , 

, .,01 ,';; "~ 
.:.' :f;" '-'~r. . . !. 
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Wolfhounds" Arty, 'Gunships Kill 198 
~ , 

, , 

... DIAMONDS •. ARE·. FOREVER 
sandbag to this- new position, 'a 
job which would normally re­
quire three days. 

Working "wtltly against time 
the entire battalion carved a de­
fensive . position which had. to 
hold. The enemy had attacked 
on the first night in the previous 
position -and would likely attack 
again here. 

At midoight. Patrol Base Dia' 
mond III was ready. Guards 
w ere posted _ and the ,in­
fantrymen tried to rest. 

- . It was the most lniense mortar 
attack -that I, have ever experi';'­
'enced, twice as -bad as the at­
tacks on, Diamond I and, Dia, 
mond n," said ·1st Lieutenant 
James J. Sullivan, Chaton, N,J. 

Specialist Five' Eino Honkala, 
Vancouver, Wash.,. reported:' 
"The shells really ramed in. It 
sounded like automatic mortar." 

Few were injured as an~ esti­
mated 500 mortar - shells. ex­
ploded against the overhead cov­
er constructed that afternoon. 

. They made'-jt:_The pOst to·the Major Calvin - Swenson, ~ Di~._ 
east suffered several casualties, mond's Commander, fro~ Wi!- ~~ 
while the post to the north held, son; No. carolina" estimated, ' 
kept low and had no injuries. . that 400 RPG's struck around 

Experienced __ -troopers knew t!te base. ~e aft~r time posi~ 
that the time had come to get tions took direct bits, but none 
out of tbeir bunkers and fight were knocked out. 
from the _ prepared positions. The men, - fighting outside 

,"Getting out of that bunker," their bunkers, kept the enemy 
said SpeCialist Four Paul 'Gai- from getting close enough to' ac­
ther of Elkins, No. Carolina. curately fire their _ weapons. 
"was one of the hardest things J Each bunker had an M-60 ma­
have ever done. But I kept re- chinegun, and many -'had 90mm 
membering what could happen . recoilless rifles. The Wolfhounds \ 

As the guard changed at 0300, 
movement was detected 800 me­
ters to the southwest of the per· 
imeter. The command post was 
notified and the first of nearly 
2000 -rounds of artillery was 
called in. Gunships from R_Com­
pany, 25th Aviation Battalion, 
were called in and the battle be·~ 

A lull fell on the battlefield. if I remained/' knew how to use them. _ -I 

gan. . 
"The mortars started at 0315, 

The NV A had lifted the mortar 
attack to allow their assault 
troops to move. closer. 
. -Earlier that evening, three lis­

tening posts had been estab­
lished, one to the west, one to 
the north, . and one to the south~ 
Wolfhounds at the western LP 
took advantage of the lull to 
break for the patrol base. ~ 

The' NV A regulars prove!i As th'-RPG's ramed in, sap-: 
themselves creatures. of habtt per squads_ closed on the per-
as, true to form, they launched. imeter's defensive wire armed" 
th.e secon~ phase o! tbe attack with, bangalore torpedoes and 
WIth a hail of RPG s add s~ AK-47's'in a desperate attempt > 
arms fire, The NV A' Battalion to breech the line. Specialist 
bad moved forward under !he Four William Baumgardoer of 

" mo~ lIre and were launc.h~g . Hun tin g ton ~ Pa., recalle9: 
theIr deadly reckets from WIthin, "They blew the wire to the front 

~ 30 meters of the perimeter.' ~ and right of my p<JSition. So we 
,>, , put a lot of (ire in that direction. 

We were ',ready for ~them. and~ 
~tIieY never got inside." " 
~ FIai-e shipS and nightli~ting 
aircraft circled above, illummat·, 
ing the scell.e as dust and debris 
rose, from --rOunds impacting on 
both sides.~' ~. , . ~ ~ 

The beleaguered infantrymen 

i 
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ago they dismantlod Diamond II 
and moved' it, gun, beam and 

gan. 
"The mortars started at 0315. 

Jook advantage Of the --fuil -to 
break for the patrol base. 

---~: -~- ~-- - ...... -~ •. -- ... ...... "".-'7~~~:-e . Hun tin g ton, Pa.. recalled: 
theIr d""dIy rockets. from WIthin. "Tbey blew the wire to the froot '. 

.30 meters of..the penmeter.·· and right of my position. So we: ,: ::.4' 
It a lot of {ire in that directiGoC.·:;,;r:,,,L 
e -Were" ready_ fOI'Jhem~-:aad;r,~-~-:·r~t:: 
ey'-never :got' iIis~de.':-~_;::,_:~~-- ~S;t;;.:rs~,:·-~ 
Flare ships and nlg)it.ligbling -:,'c'Y 

aircraft circled aboveill1IIDinilt- .."': ' 
ing the scene as dust and debriS 
rose. from -rounds. impatting on . 
both sides. ; . . ...... " 

The beleaguered infantrymen" 
were not alone here. last night.:" 
All the fn-epower. the Tropic ." 

. Lightning Division cotdd' call on . 
was here in support. _Artillery~ 

,gunships and air strikes-:broke' 4-
the back of the advancing ene­
,my' -as automatic weapons cut 
him down in front. 

As the fight continued, eight 
gunships circled overhead COD­
tantly spitting their fire onto the 
plain below. The Air Foree 
came in with- jet air strikes on : 
the staging area used by the 
enemY. -
. _'be--tWo- l05mm howitze: 
from C Battery, 1st, Battalion, 
Eighth Artillery fired an incr~ 
!ible 300 rounds and, auring the: 
height of the batUe, lowerl 
their tubes and fued point b\: 
, .to the charging NV,A. 

Drawing by 2d Battalion, 27th Infantry artist Specialist 4 Dennis Tupper 

e heavy fightfiig cimtiiIu 
until_ the rising moon warned the 
NV A of the coming dawn. They 
_broke contact and; _leaving a few _ 
behin~ to continue the fire, re­
treated to their sanctuary across NVA Fall at Diamond .11, Too 

". , On A~ 5th and 6th In,'the . began mortartog a Jistentngpost 
-'-"- second round·of batUe for-the 200 meters.-west of the base's 

them~" _ raised- -by -the enemy mortars. 

the border. The flghting sub-, 
sided shortly before 6: 30 a.m" 

The gunships have retomed to 
base, the guns are quiet. -Patrol : 

Diamond Patroi bases along the· wire: This fire was quickly 
"'~. Angel's W'mg,. two companies of.. shifted into the perimeter. 

the2d Battalion,- 27th InfantrY. "We got up to look around." 
Wolfhounds wrecked two .batta!. said Specialist 4 Kenneth Brink 

.' . ions of the North Vietnamese of Laingsburg, Mich., "and the 
, - .' ,Army, klIling 117.. . '. fIrSt thing I saw was' a whole 
,. .' Shortly after 1 a.m. April 5 bunch. of enemy soldiers rurming 

Froin their vantage point, the He'· reported the Wolfhounds 
Wolfhounds saw the enemy thun·· could hardly see the enemy ad· 
der at theq>erimeter in vain.. vancing through the dust. 
Nonereached· the . wire, deadly '. With the coming of full light, 
rounds fired from. leveled how· the Wolfhounds policed up th'­
itzers, devastating. airstrikes of . debris of their victory. Found 
pinpoint accuracy -and .. ,fierce. were - 81 Chi-Com grenades. 9 
small arms fire saw to tha" . .",bangaJore-torpedoes, 34 RPG 

Base Diamond ill is intact: The­
men bave-a right to be exhaust·:. 
ed. they have fought bard. Vict<>- <, 
ry does not come easily. or 
cheaply. Thirteen Americans 
lost their lives in the battle. 

-.'-: 

. . troops detected a small group of " 'right· at us. It reminded me' of 
- -~))eople 880 meters_ from the ~per- '-.' an end ~ going through my po-

imeter.--· - _ .~_ .- -_ . -_ - sition in a football game." 
. 'SPecialist 5, Harold '1'. Gil· ' "The NV A. had . apparently 

-·-<~~:::--···'::--..:--iespie _of- COmpton.- Calit.~ said; been planning on using the cover 
',. '. '. ,"They were molling around··m· in the listening post's. site ·to 
- . -. ,; :one location,.. and we:r:e ap~t- p13pe fire on the perimeter~'" 

,. .ly sel,tingllpa mortar position. said Specialist 4 AIgher Griffin 
, . Other, deteeted. groups molling of Rochester New York. ",They 
'3I'O!lIld'-tbe base'drew ariillery were'caming a heavy weapon 

:;, ::~""--. --~~ . - . . • of some sort. We Changed their 
. . , '-, ,:Then,:"t 1:30 a.m.;tbe enemy . plans when we opened upon J<; . . 

~~~~ik~~$t'SY;:~i;;.;:;;;:;;'§;~;";:C~l<~';:';-:~ _.c'- c:,~:. 

Five a.m. found the;- enemy rounds, 14' RPG _launchers and 
blasted by Wolfhounds'· and ·re· 21 AK assault rifles. 
treating from the conllng'dawn. .- The enemy, normally scru­
'. "The battle. was actoally .over· . pulous about taking his dead 
almost before it got . started;~ from the battlefield. bad left be· 
lLTRobert. Nebiker "fMay" hind 8l'bodies in his flight. 
wood. N.J., said. "The enemy· On April 6th an even more 
was starting to carry away his abortive attempt was launched 
dead Withil,l ten.~ minutes after on Patrol base Diamond n, as 
the attack started."·' " artillery and gunships. killed 36 

AnoTher lieutenant' said the NVA. They got no closer to the 
biggest problem was the. dust . wir-e than 1.200 meters. 

~, 

. 
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I 
Soldiering is a profession, 
and you must be a profes­
sional. Know the tools of 
your profession-::-weapons 
and explosives--and treat 
them with respect. Share 
your knowledge with those 
you work with, and don't 
be afraid to as~ _ questions 
01 them. Remember thatl 
the next mistake you make 
couldbe your last • 
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New Port Rlcbey, FIa. 
~"It was complete with _ 

'stakes." . added SpeciaIist: 
.;-;r a me. Bo..aro of DaYtooia ": 

Beach,' FIa. "We con tinned . 
;searching the area. and found a 
rocket launching position." . 
. ' THE ''MOD SQUAD," as it IS 

called, decided to play the trick 
on Charlie. 

"We reported the positions to 
our commanding officer /' said 
squad leader Sergeant DarriJ 
Walden of Girrard, Ill., "then in· 

· stead ()f destroying the pGSitions 
only to have Charlie rebuild theo 

; again, we moved all of the aim-' 
J. ing stakes without disturbing the 
: ~ area."' _" 

\ 

. T hat night:' sure eoougb, 
Charlie began to frre. but none of 
the rounds landed near the Trap-' 
ic Lightning positions. 

In fact the rounds fen outside 
the perimeter into uninhabited 
area surrounding the base. 

The first rockets fired went 
over the perimeter. 

"We couldn't move the rocket 
· firing' positions so· we elevated 

the stakes," said Specialist 4 
M ike Aguilar of Lockhart, 
_ Texas. '1'his caused the rounds 
to pass over the base.u 

THE ENEMY evidently real· 
ized something was wrong and 
began adjusting. 

When the rounds began falling 
closer, eight·inch guns from D 

· Battery, 3d Battalion, 13th Artil· 
lery opened up on the enemy po- . 

. ' sitions and silenced them. 

• II~ 

~ ........... '-...... _-.......o.e, "'_J>.~ ...... .....-u v .. ~_ •. uc .....,."' ... u.u ....... ~ 4.J.M. :"" ;.::;:-

,. r .#L'DeIen· .. ; ..... :.~, ... ' .,.e· '.' ... ,,:~~< 
~eIT- 'Ie· rorce .', v/ves'C"";''¥-'''~?:-!: 

·"i!i1lJ»i6j,Vkift"Ctjl:rr~f!' 
cu . CHI -'- People's Self De­

fease Forces soldiers have won 
the respect of both American 
and ARVN military personnel in 
Vietnam for their determination 
and ability. 

Freqnently their forces are 
sma1l and their equipment is 
limited, but for sheer desire and 
ability these civilian soldiers 
have shown themselves a vaIu· 

. able part of the military effort 

Cong killed' and captured weap-': .' 
.ons .. :, 

Just outside' the village, the 
ambush team lay in wait fora . 
VC patrol espected to pass 
tbrong,'t in the earlY morning. 

When the VC did . approach . 
close to the PSDF position, the 
local soldiers opened up, killing 
all three VC and capturing two . 
rifles and one pistol. 

''The self defense force action 
in Vietnam. . . , 

ASHORE' THAT'S GOING ASHOR6-Manchus of the 4th' Recently',,' 'PSDF team from 
BaHalion. 91h .!nfantry. inch their way across' a· thin plank -C.u.Cbi District, 25th Infantry Di, 
that affords the only.way of crossing a deep stream •. All of ~n area, gave ": demonstra· 
h d •· d k th' d' d ith· tion of theIr effectiveness near 

· against the VC <>IearlY shows 
· that the Vietnamese people do 
care . and are taking positive 
steps to counter the ,enemy," 
said Colonel B.s. Long, com· 
manding officer of the 3d Bri·' 
gade. "We salute ·the PSDF of 

I e troops ma e .t across an ept elr p"w er. 'Y, w the village of Ap Cho The four. 
Ihe first and lasl men across providing security,>' ·man team set. up a..' ambush 

, (PHOTO BY SP~ RALPH NOVAIO which .nettedthem three Viet Ap Cho." -

Bobcats BuildUndergro'und Theatera~FSB·Patton. 
.. "'- - .-" -

. By sgt Jan F. Anderson 
cu cm - Ever imagine a 

theatre of the ,underground in 
Viet Nam? Yon say you doubt 
the Army would furnish the type 
of entertainment you watched 
back in the world, in Greenwich 

Village or Haigbt·Asbbury? 
Mechanized. infantrymen' of 

the 1st Battallon (MechanjZPJ\), 
5th Infantry have pGSsibly one of 
the most formidable of under­
ground theatres • 
• At Fire Support Base Patton, 

the infantrymen decided. they In one week a largii' bole aI· 
needed an occasional break . tered the landscape of Patton. 
from chasing Cbarlie. With the . Timbers, portable steel paving, . 
eocouragement of Lieutenant and sandhagsformed a roof 

,Colonel William E. Klcln, battal· sturdy enough to resist rocket 
ion commander, the troops- be-. . and mortar attacks., In no time­
gan to dig. the underground theatre moved 

· from an idea to a reality • 
Each night infantrymeo can 

see . such. favorites as '. uCasino 
Royale?>. - "Hang 'em _ High", 
uReturD of the Seven"~ 

·:.Sergeant Anthony.Pappalardo .' . 
of Bronx,· N.Y., commented, . 
"I'm afraid we'D alI be eng-_ 
rossed in a mystery some night 
and tUrn around to find the Viet 
Cong watching, too, Of· course, 

'. guards are always rotated so we 
need not fear." 
\PS B . Patton's, underground . 

"theatre may note be advancing . ,,, 
new art forms buUt provides a 

. very Important furiction.,·It re:--c: ... '., : .. 

AERIAL ASSAULT-Second Brigade, ""iliersof the2d BaHalion.27th Infantry charge off Huey troop shlpowest of Cu' Chi 
near the Oriental River. . . {PHOTO. BY SP4 R. B. WILLIAMSl 

laxes the infantryman. and!'l· . 
lows some of his tensions to; 
drain off. 

/ .. . ~ . .... 
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