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of Chicago emerges from

one beilt in a hay stack. The rice straw bunkers were dis-

covered by 2d Batialion, 27th infantry seldiers during

operation north of Saigon.
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Tropic Lightning Strikes in Same Place
3d Time; Triple Deuce Breaks Ambush

By SP4 D. J. Caldwell

DAU TIENG — Tropic Light-
ning struck’ in the same place
for the third time in three
months when 3d Brigade sol-
diers shattered an enemy at-
tempt to ambush a convoy near
Dau Tieng recently.

History repeated itself as
mechanized infantrymen of the
2d Battalion (Mech), 22d In-
fantry Triple Deuce, supported
by artillery and helicopter gun-
ships, decimated a North Viet-
namese Army reinforced battal-
ion.

AS ON TWO previous occa-
sions, the convoy was traveling
on Route 239 near the edge of a
heavily wooded area 11 miles

_east-southeast of Tay Ninh City,

when the North Vietnamese
opened up with small arms and
RPG fire,

The enemy amhush was ill-
starred from the beginning.

Among the first to spot the en-
trenched enemy was Colonel
Louis J. Schelter, commander of
the Tropie Lightning 3d Brigade,

All-Volunteer Company Takes on Job
As Guardian on Peak of Nui Ba Den

Specinlist 4 Jesse Ware of Blr- - 5.
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Tomahawks Pitch Teepees on VC,

who was flylng overhead in his
command and control helicop-

) o X
SCHELTER AND  Lieutenant
Colonel Vernon B. Lewis of Mar-

shall, Tex, commander of the 2d

Battalion, 77th Artillery, began
calling in artillery on the epemy
positions.

Meanwhile Lieutenant Colonel
Ralph M. Cline of Rockville,
Md,, Triple Deuce battalion
commander, committed his Al-
pha and Bravo companies to
reinforce Charlie Company.

From his helicopter abave the
battleground, the brigade com-
mander spotted an enemy pla-
toon running across an open
field. :

As the aircraft, commanded
by Warrant Officer 1 Gunther
Siedler of Torrington, Wyo.,
blasted away, killing several
enemy, the mechanized riflemen
of Charlie Company Triple
Deuce moved in to sweep the
enemy force from the area.

As Bravo Company pulled up
to join the fight, they ran into an
enemy bunker and spider hole
position. Company Commander
Captain Jack Johnston of Mis-
soula, Mont., called jn girstrikes
to assist his men in routing the
enemy from their positions.

Alpha Triple Deuce, com-
manded by Captain David Cro-
cker, Old Mystic, Conn., encoun-
tered a group of NVA fleeing in
the open north of the amhush
site and stopped the enemy in
their tracks with a wall of ma-
chinegun fire. ‘

Meanwhile, Cline and Lewis
continued to call in a fusillade of
accurate artillery fire.

LEWIS CALLED in deadly
fire from Alpha Battery, 2d of
the 77th Artillery, Alpha Bat.
tery, lst Battalion, 27th Artil-
lery, Charlie Battery, 2d Battal-
fon, 32d Artillery in Dau Tieng
base camp and Bravo Battery,
3d Battalion, 13th Artillery in
Fire Support Base Wood.
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“TAY. NINH — Nui Ba Den,

‘the legendary mountain that

looms high above Tay Ninh
Province, in War Zone C, has a
new gecurity force atop her ma-

Tropic Lightning ' soldliers of

the 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry
Division, were offered the
chance to volunteer for duty
atop her mighty pedestal.
" The new security company, an
innovation introduced by divi-
sion headquarters, will man the
bunker line that protects the
valuable communication system
atop the “Black Virgin.”

THE OLD METHOD of having
an infantry company guarding
the precious equipment was not
practical, headquarters decided.
By bhaving an all volunteer
force, the infantry can be used
in their trained role ~- to search
for the enemy, instead of acting

.88 a permanent bunker guard.

“The defense and security of
the fabled moeuntain is the tight-
est in Vietnam, My men are well
trained and versed in their spe-
cial role,” said the security
company commander, Major
Ronald L. Baker of Rapid City,
South Daketa.

The Tropic Lightning soldiers
do not besitate to volunteer.
Atop Nui Bz Den the heat of the
jungle is soon forgotten, the
peace and tranquility that exists
on the mountain makes life
pleasant.

*1 was surprised when I heard
they wanted volunteers to serve
on the mountain. I didn’t waste
8 minute getting my name on
the list,” said Specialist 4 Ed-

. RED CROSS

ward Bischoff of Gallup, N.M.
“I’VE BEEN up there before;

the duty was just great, The cli- )
breeze - served
- makes Vietnam bearable, and I

mate i1s cool, 8 soft-

Specialist 4 Jesse Ware of Bir--

mingham, Ala

Both - Biséhoff - and  Ware 7

23rd Infantry.

can't wait to get back,” stated

Tomahawks Pitch Teepees oh V¢,

NVA Happy Resupplying Grounds

TAY NINH — Patrol Base Mo-
hawk was opened by mecha-
nized infantrymen of the 1st Bri-
gade, 25th Infantry Division
recently to close an enemy infil-
tration route to Saigon,

The Tropic Lightning troops,

from the 4th Battalion (Mecha-
nized), 23d Infantry, a monu-

mental task in establishing the
base in thick jungle 55 miles
northwest of Salgon.

In order to maintain security

in the area, Mohawk had to be -

constructed in only 24 hours. Af-
ter the Lancer Brigade mecha-
nized infantrymen penetrated
the area, workhorse CH-47 Chi-
nook helicopters airlifted tons of

wire, portable steel paving, and

4

THIS STARLET, 20th Century-

Fox’s l.l.ndc. Gcn"ublo., :rhuy h;

thousands of sandbags to the
site. Overcoming dust, heat, and
fatigue, the lightning troops ac-
complished their mission on
time.

“All that hard work the first
day paid off,” remembered Pri-
vate First Class David Duree of
Trigon, Ore. “Everybody was

safe in his bunker the second’

morning when the enemy de-
cided to send in some mortar
rounds.”

Patrol Base Mohawk was pur-
posely designed to be loaded
with firepower.

“If Charlie ever tried anything
here, he probably wouldn't even
get past the woodline,” said Pri-
vate .First Class Reynold D.

, Weinbrapdt.

LR

TOW AWAY ZONE—This giant Chinook offers o helping

“sling™ to a downed Cobra gunship that recently made a -
forced fanding at the Dau Tieng base camp. The gunship

was hit by sniper fire near the camp,

g
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TAY NINH - “It was really
an interesting experience, a
chance to see bow the Vietnam-
ese live, a chance to learn a lot
about bow they're different from
us, and how we're all the
same.” )

‘That was the reaction of Pri-
vate First Class Ger;ld Y;I

y., to

spending a week living and
working with a South Vietnam-
ese Army unit in Tien Thom vil-
ﬁlﬁ% 16 miles southeast of Tay

Windhorst was part of a squad
from the 4th Battalion, 9th In-
faniry Manchus’ B Company
who made . the mile-and-a-half
trip Irom Fire Support Base

Gls Find AR VNs Generous

Sedgwick for the week s stay at

- the vill

TIIE SQUAD. led by Sergeant‘
Pete Bauer, Bismarck, N.D.,
worked joint ambush patrols
with the ARVN forces at night,
and during the day tried out
Vietnam's food, customs and
language.

“We jearned right away that

those ARVN; really know what
they're doing militarily,” Bauer
sald at the end of the week,

Private First Class Rudy L.
Gar s e besy ot airaville
&., ‘" t at p u
the Vietnamese langu 4
cording to Windhorst,

" WINDHORST SAYS he was

age I" ac- _Whlle ” he said.

Capable

struck by the Vietnamese & gen-
erosity.

Windhorst added that he’d like
to spend some more time 1n the
village.

“It was really worth ou:r
"I think there
was a big increase in our under-
st.nn]t‘lmg of each other after that
wﬁ »”

Warnors Turn
Tables on Enemy
Mortar Squad

By Spi P. A. Brown

CU CHI — Somewhere there is
an enemy mortar squad that
must still be wondering what
happened to its mortars and
rockets.

A squad of 2nd Battallon, 12th
Infantry soldiers, after dis-
covering an enemy rocket

“launching site, turned the launch -

pads so that all the rockets

--would land off target.

THE 2IND BRIGADE White
Warriors were on a sweep

arourul their fire support base:

when the point man spotted the
first position,

“When I first spotted it, I was
sure it was a mortar posdtlon."
sald Specialist 4 Jack Short. of
New Port Richey, Fla.

"' “It wag complete with alming

stakes,” added ' Speclalist 4.
James Howerd of Deytone

Beach, Fla. “We continueds:
tearching the area and lound L
4 uhunchingpodtion .

Choppers Add Flrepower

Light to Diamond Defense

By 1LT Bernardino Vargas

CU CHI — Seconds after the
first enemy fire slammed into
Patrol Base Diamond IIT, three-
minute alert gunship crews of
the 25th Aviation Battalion’s
Bravo Company were sprinting
for thelr aircraft.

Responding to the base’s 3
a.m. call, the Diamondheads
guided thelr Cobras through
gathering overcast toward the
action and were quickly directed
in to the assistance of the em-

~ battled infantry.

They found the scene of the
action covered with low clouds
and were forced to work down In
the cauldron of fire that Patrol
Bsése Diamond rl[:-thad become,

wooping In the light of
flares mekering eerily on the

low clouds, the Diamondheads
scourged the attacking NVA
with mini-gun and rocket fire,
Under direction of the ground
commanders, the gunships en-
gaged the enemy right up to the
edge of the perimeter. .

With the pressure on the in-
fantry eased, the Diamondheads
pounced on .51 caliber machine
gun positions that bad been try-
ing to break up the helicopter at-
tacks. Eight were suppressed
with rocket fire

Diamond'.head ﬂre teams alter-
nated on station over Diamond

weren’t on the ground were go-
ing some place else, and the fir-
ing died down. The gunships
continued to orbit protectively
over the base until  a.m.

Self-Defense Forte lees
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ST Jamés Howard of Daytone .
o Beach,"Fla. “We continued )
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THE “MOD SQUAD,” asitis _ }
called, decided to play the trick @

- on Charlie, .
' **We reported the positions to
our com. officer,” sald

. .squad. Jeader Sergeant Darril
Walden of Girrard, IIl., “then in-

. stead of destroying the positions
only to have Charlie rebuild then

again, we moved all of the aim-

" . ing stakes without disturbing the

i area,'”

That night, sure enongh,

- Charlie began to fire but none of
the rounds landed near the Trop-

"~ Ie Lightning positions. .
‘- In fact the rounds fell outside

" the perimeter into uninhabited

.~ area surrounding the base.

.-~ The first rockets fired went
. over the perimeter.

. “'We couldn’t move the rocket

", firing " positions s0 . we elevated

. the stakes,” said Specialist 4

Mike Agullar of Lockhart,
.Texas, “This caused the rounds
to pass over the base.”

THE ENEMY evidently real-
- {zed something was wrong and

- .began-adjusting.

When the rounds began falling
closer, eight-inch guns from D
Battery, 3d Battalion, 13th Artil-
lery opened up on the enemy po-
sitions and silenced them.

added ~ Specialist 4 ..

ALL ASHORE THAT'S GOING ASHORE—Manchus of the 4th
Battalion, 9th Infantry, inch their way across a thin plank
that affords the only way of crossing a deep stream. “All of

the froops made it across and kept their powder dry, with'

the first and last men across providing securlty. - :

~ Self-

RS

CU CHI — People’s Self De-.
fense Forces soldiers have won
the respect of both American
and ARVN military personnel in
Vietham for thelr determination
and ability. ‘

Frequently thelr forces are
smal and their equipment Is
limited, but for sheer desire and
abllity these ecivilian soldiers
‘have shown themselves a valu-
able part of the military effort
in Vietnam. -

-, Recently -a PSDF team from
Cu Chi District, 25th Infantry Di-
vision area, gave a demonstra-
tion of their effectiveness near
the village of Ap Cho. The four-
‘man team set up an ambush

Defense Force,
“to-Viet

ons, - . . e e g
Just outside the village, the -
%%bush&teaml xhgﬁl:dwalt fora -
"patrol e {0 ' pass )
through in the early morning. - '
~ When the VC did "spproach . -
close to the PSDF position, the

local soldlers opened up, kiling
all three VC and capturing two..
rifles and ome pistol. -~ . . .
“The self defense force action
against the VC dlearly shows

-that the Vietnamese people do

care ‘and are taking positive _
steps to counter the enemy,” - -

said Colonel H.S. Long, com- - . v
manding officer of the 2d Bri- - A
gade. “We salute the PSDF of - . ;; ~ .
Ap Cho.” - ‘

(PHOTO BY 5P4 RALPH NOVAK)

Bobcats Build Underground Theater at FSB Patton

By Sgt Jan F. Anderson Village or Halght-Ashbury?.

CU CHI — Ever imagine a Mechanized infantrymen of
theatre of the underground in the 1st Battallon (Mechanized),
Viet Nam? You say you doubt 5th Infantry have possibly one of

the most formidable of under-
ground theatres.
At Fire Support Base Patton,

the Army would furnish the type
of entertainment you watched
back in the world, in Greenwich

which .netted them three Viet

the infantrymen decided they

needed an occasional break
from chasing Charlie. With the
encouragement of Lieutenant
Colone! William E. Klein, battal-
fon commander, the troops be-
gan to dig.

AERIAL ASSAULYT-—Second Brigade soldiers of the 2d Batfalion,
near the Oriental River.

27th Infantry charge off Huey troop ships west of Cu Chi
‘ (PHOTO BY SP4 R. B. WILLIAMS)

Sergeant AnﬂmyPappahrdo

‘ eourss, - ;
-guards are always rotated so we .
‘need not fear.”’ s :

‘theatre may not be: advarcing

. laxes the infantryman and sk . -

In one week a large hole al-

‘tered the landscape. of Patton.

Timbers, portable steel paving, -
and san s formed a roof
sturdy enough to resist rocket

-and mortar attacks. In no time

the underground theatre moved _. e
from an idea to a reality. . o PR
Each night infantrymen can - - -
see such favorites as “Casimo . " .
Royale”, uHang 'Em ~ mgh”’. L .
“Return of the Seven”, . - =

of Bronx, N.Y., commented, . -
“I'm afraid we'll all be eng- ™
rossed in a mystery some night - . "
and turn around to find the Viet -

Cong watching, too: Of

*FSB Patton’s - undgrgrmmd

new art forms but jt provides a .-
very important function. It re-. " -

lows some of his tensioss:to.: -

drain off. : _ -
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Wolfhounds

s, Arty, '_'Guns/ﬂbs'

Kill 198

-~ TROPIC LIGHTING

ﬁ'oady To Strike cosw Anyivhon. Anyt-‘m
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‘25th INFANTRY DIVISION, VIETNAM |

- PATROL BASE DIAMOND —

-- Dawn’s first light shows sweat,
* dirt and exhaustion engraved on

- -their faces. Some try to sleep,

1

_others stare blankly into the dis-

tance. A few talk. A deep weari-
ness prevails over the sweet
smell of gunpowder.

Four hours ago-an estimated
two battalions of North - Viet-
namese Regulars swept. across
tbe Cambodian border and

.. hurled -themselves "at the Fire

-=. Brigade’s 2nd Battalion, 27th In.

fantry in this tiny patrol base on

- a dry open plain. The Wolt-

hounds fought for their lives,
and now it shows.
The -men of Alpha and Delta

- Companies killed 188 NVA regu-
"lars in a battle they will talk
i about- for-years and remember

for a lifetime. Twenty five hours
ago they dismantled Diamond II

and moved it, gun, beam and

sandbag to this new position, a
job which would normally re-
quire three days. .

Working swiftly against time
the entire battalion carved a de-
fensive position which had to
hold. The enemy had attacked
on the first night in the previous
position and would likely attack
again here,

. At midnight, Patrol Base Dia-

mond III was ready. Guards
were posted and the jin-
fantrymen tried to rest.

As the guard changed at 0300,
movement was detected 800 me-
ters to the southwest of the per-
imeter. The command post was

notified and the first of nearly .

2000 rounds of artillery was
called in. Gunships from B Com-
pany, 25th Aviation Battalion,

were called in and the battle Pe~.

gan.

“The mortars started-at 0315.

It was the most intense mortar
attack that I have ever experi-
‘enced, twice as bad as the at-
tacks on Diamond I and Dia-
mond II,”" said 1st Lieutenant
James J. Sullivan, Chaton, N.J.

Specialist Five Eino Honkala,
Vancouver, Wash., reported:
“The shells really rained in. It
sounded like automatic mortar.”

Few were injured as an_esti-
mated 500 mortar shells ex-
ploded against the overhead cov-
er constructed that afternoon.

A lull fell on the battlefield.

-The NVA had lifted the mortar

attack to allow their assault
troops to move. closer.

- Earlier that evening, three lis-
tening posts had been estab-
lished, one to the west, one to
the north, and one to the south.

. Wolfhounds at the-western LP
-.took advantage  of the-lull to
. break for-the patro] bage. .- -

They made it. The post to the

east suffered several casualties,
while the post te the north beld,
kept low, and had no injuries.
Experienced troopers knew
that the time had come to get
out of their bunkers and fight
from the prepared positions.

- “Getting out of that bunker,”

said Specialist Four Paul ‘Gai-
ther of Elkins, No. Carolina,
“was one of the hardest things I
bave ever done. But I kept re-
membering what could happen
if I remained.”

The * NVA regulars proved .

themselves creatures of habit
as, true to form, they launcbed
the second phase of the attack

with a hail of RPG’s and small

arms fire. The NVA Battalion
had moved forward under the

‘mortar fire and were launching

their deadiy reckets from within
30 meters of the perimeter..

sy

ONDS ARE FOREVER

Major Célvin Swenson, Dié-

mond’s Commander, from Wil-
son, No. Carolina,
that 400 RPG’s struck around

the base. Time after time posi- -

tions took direct hits, but none
were knocked out.

The men,- figbting outside
their bunkers, kept the enemy
from getting close enough to ac-
curately fire their weapons.
Each bunker bad an M-60 ma-
chinegun, and many had 90mm

" recoilless Fifles. The Wolfhounds

knew how to use them.

As the RPG's rained in, sap-
per squads closed on the per-

imeter’s defensive wire armed

with- bangalore torpedoes and
AK+47's in a desperate attempt

to breech the line. Specialist ..

Four William Baumgardner of
Huntington, Pa., recalled:
““They blew the wire to the front
and right of my position. So we
put a lot of fire in that direction.

We were ready for them, .and -
-they never got inside”” . - -

PRI ‘2

Flare ships and night lighting
10§ the scene as du;:’and debris
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alreraft cipeted above iluminat- - “: ‘




~ NVA

" On April S5th and 6th in the

Drawing by 2d Battalion, 271h Infunify artist Specialist 4 Deﬁnis Tupper

second round of battle for the
Diamond Patrol bases along the

Angel's Wing, two companies of .

the 2d Battalion, 27th Infantry
Wolthounds wrecked two battai-
lons of the North Vietnamese
Army, killing 117.

.- Shortly after 1 a.m. April 5
troops detected a small group of

‘people 800 meters from the per-
imeter. Tl
Specialist 5 Harold T. Gil-

lespie of Compton, Calif., said,

“They were moving arotnd in

- one location, and were apparent- ,
"1y setting up a mortar positlon.
--Other detected groups moving

amsafjthe base drew artillery

- Then, at 1:30 a.m., the enemy

Tl -

he ¥
T

Fall at D

began mortaring a listening post
200 meters. west of the base’s
wire. This fire was quickly
shifted into the perimeter.

“We got up to look around,"’
said Specialist 4 Kenneth Brink
of Laingsburg, Mich., *‘and the

-first thing T saw was a whole

bunch of epemy soldiers running
right at us. It reminded me of

"an end run going through my po-

sition in a football game.”

“The NVA had apparently
'been planning on using the cover
in the listening post’s site to
place fire on the perimeter,*’
said Specialist 4 Algher Griffin
of Rochester New York.: “They
were carrying a heavy weapon
of some sort. We changed their

_p[ans wh_en we opened up on

lamon

them.” - 8 R

From their vaniage point, the
Wolihounds saw the enemy thun-
der at the.-perimeter in wvain.

None reached. the - wire, deadly

rounds fired from leveled how-
itzers, devastating. airstrikes of
pinpoint aceuracy and. fierce
small arms fire saw to that,

Five a.m. found the enemy
blasted by Wolthounds and re-

treating from the coming dawn.

“The battle was actually over
almost before it got Started,”
ILT Robert Nebiker of May-

wood, N.J., said. “The enemy -

was starting to carry away his
dead within ten minutes after

the attack started.”” = ..
Another lieutenant said the

biggest problem was the dust

d I, Too

raised by -the enemy niortars.
He ' reported the Wollhounds

-could hardly see the enemy ad-
vancing through the dust.

With the coming of full light,

the Wolfhounds policed up the

debris of their wictory. Found
were 81 Chi-Com grenades, 9

. bangaloré - torpedoes, 34 RPG

rourds, 14 RPG launchers and
21 AK assault rifles.

The enemy, normally scru-
pulous about taking his dead
from the battlefield, had left be-
hind 81 bodies in his flight.

On April 6th an even more
abortive attempt was launched
on Patrol base Diamond 11, as

* artillery and gunships killed 38

NVA. They got no closer to the
wire than 1,200 meters.

‘they never -got‘

Flare ships and night lighting

ing the scene as dust and debris
rose from rounds Impacting on
both sides. ¢ .

The beleaguered infantrymen
were not alone here, last night.
All the firepower the Tropic

Lightning Division could call on

was here in support. Artillery,

gunships and air strikes broke .

the back of the advancing ene-
my as automatic weapons cut
him down in front.

- As the fight continued, eight -

gunships circled overhead con-
tantly spitting their fire onto the
plain below. The Air Force
came in with jet air strikes on

aircraft circled above illuminat. - .

the staging area used by the
€nemy, ‘

e heavy fighting continue

untii the rising moon warned the
NVA of the coming dawn. They
broke contact and, leaving a few
behind to continue the fire, re-

treated to their sanctuary across -

the border. The fighting sub-
sided shortly before 6:30 a.m.-
The gunships have returned to
base, the guns are quiet. Patrol
Base Diamond III is intact. The.

men have a right to be exhaust- .

ed, they have fought hard. Victo-
ry does not come easily, or
cheaply. Thirteen Americans
lost their lives in the battle.

Soldiering is a profession,
and you must be a profes-
sional. Know the tools of
your profession—weapons
and explosives—and treat )
them with respect. Share
your knowledge with these
yYou work with, and don"t
be afraid to ask questions
of them. Remember that
the next mistake you maske
could be your last,

-,
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' TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS

{"SP4 Lewis A, Pa
- §P4 ‘Michael-A.. Monson, Co. A, 1st Bn, 5th Ivt ,.

_ ; o .
Décorated
‘BRONZE STAR MEDAL (HERQISM)
LTC William
MAJ George B. Sweet, 25th MI Det
CPT James F. Harvey, C Btry, 7th Bn, 11th
1LT Lauren E. Johnson, 2d Bde Mobile Training
Team .
1LT James W, Conway, /A Btry, 7th Bn, llthArty
1LT Gary W. Carlson, B Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav
1LT Michael D. Jackson, C Trp, 3
ILT Dennis Gnas, Co D, 2d Bn, 12th Inf °
ILT Andrew D. Mall CoB 1st Bn, 5th Inf
1ILT Jerry D, Pruitt, C 2d Bn, 12th Iaf .
1LT Andrew C. Allred, Co A, 1st Bn, 5th Inf
"1LT Eddie G. Rigsby, Co A, 2d Bn, 14th Inf
ILT Michael D, Jackson, C Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav
1LT Michael D. May, Co D, 1st Bn, 27th Inf -
1LT John R. Moore, A Trp, 3d-Sqdn, 4th Cav
2LT Jerome-P. Klar, A Trp, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav
MSG Phillip F. Dm, HHC, 1st Bn, S5th Inf
18G Harvey .. r,CoB ‘Ist Bn, 5th Inf
1SG Emest C. Randolph, Cp A, 1st Bn, 27th Inf
1SG Douglas C. Raab, 25th MI Det
SSG Jerry Smart, HHC, 4th Bn, 23d Inf
SSG James Timbrook, C Btry, 2d Bn, 77th Arty
SGT Bemnie D. Begay, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf
SP5 Roland D, Kimbrough, HHB 2d Bn, 77th
SP4 Robert K. Williams, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf
SP4 Ronald L. Stetson, I-II-IC 3d Bn, 22d Inf
SP4 Charles W.. Spaldmg, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf
- §P4 Dale L. Robinson, HHC, 3d Bn, 224 Inf
8P4 Patrick G. Camacho, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf
SP4 James G. Balk, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th :
SP4 Anthony J. Nagy, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf
SP4 James T. Archambult, HHC, 3d Bn, 22d Inf
SP4 Raymond B. Tsosie, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty
SP4 Larry D. Lazoen, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty

| SP4 Donald R. Anderson, HHB 2d Bn, 77th Arty

SP4 Jay W. Taylor, HHB, 2d Bn, TTth

Sp4 Edward Mac Donald, HHB, 2d Bn, 77th Arty

SP4 John C. Clancy, Co D 2d Bn, 12th Inf.
SP4 Robert J. Harrold, 1st Bn, 5th Inf )
SP4 Cleveland Johnson, Co D, 2d Bn, 12th Inf .

SP4 Alex H. Johnson, CoA, lstBanthInf

:SP4 Roy A, Monwnero,CoA.lstBn, 5th Inl
, Co A, lstBn,SthInf
“SP4-John: S. Murphy, Co A, 1st Bn, Sth Inf -

SP4~lemeW Cruse, Co A, 1st Bn, 5th Inf .

"";" awd‘-~ -~

J. Cummings, HHC, 2d Bn, 14th Inf

Sqdn 4th Cav

SP4 Joseph B. Baltuska, Jr., Co A, 1st Bn, SIhInf

Illegal curren
Soundmoneyisabasic

‘!swhytheMih
Republic Vietnam haslssuedsh'h:
oi the command.
:Rmto enm'ﬂgr with these
nation. The follo
plain what the regulations are and how

individual and for

Q. Why do we use MPC? .

A. MPC, Military Payment
Certificates, are lssued as a
substitute for “green” U.S. dol-
lars. MPC are issued in areas,
such as Vietnam, where the free
circulation of dollars would re-
sult in their being siphoned off
for purposes which would harm
the U.S. or the host country.

The U.S. dollar is one of three
international currencies. It will

" buy goods in any market in the

world. Many natlons attempt to
get U.S, dollars hy legal or ille-
gal means in order to buy on the

" world market,

This Is particularly true of
communist nations which do not
have normal trade relations
with the free world. It is un-
doubtedly true of North Vietnam
and Red China. - .

There is another side to this
problem. Vletnam. like many

. nations, needs to keep its money
" 'at home to provide capital for.-
.. growth. People in Vietnam who

A B

AL HPC Il." for use . only in.
. U8, facilities (exchanges, clubs,
" .ete) and only authorized pa-

Mikshﬁl]er COA, 2d Bn, 14'.!111]‘ . _,‘ ",'3m°fmfadhmmvm

s

; . and the economy of Vietnam.

ow them.

. This

uences for the -

Q. Can 1 eourvert plasters to
MPC? To dollars?

A, MPC, no; dollars, yes.— in
some cases.

If you leave Vietnam on emer-
gency leave or for medical evac-
uation you can convert piasters
at port of exit up to the amount
of your most recent monthly net
pay — the actual pay you draw
here, Leaving on a permanent
change of station, you can con-
$40 worth.

Q. How sbout going on R&R
or TDX?

A. No. Leaving the eommand
on R&R or TDY you can convert
MPC to dollars but not piasters
to dollars. This is usually done
after you check in for your
flight, at the port of exit.

Q. I 1 wanted to take piasters
out of Vietnam, would it be OK?

A. Only up to 500. Written per-

vert up to

‘mission of the RVN government

isreql.:lredforymtotakeoutor
g in more than 500 piasters.

. Q.ll Vietuamese asks me to
. change: his MPC.inio piasters,

sess . MPC. Al tr
RVN hnfw-en s

have the old scrip in their pos-’

session. The old s quickly called
in, on short notice, and the new
goestoﬂ:eu'oopslnitsplace
dogar for dallar.

What happens t» dollars
that get on the black market?

A. Black market dollars can .

end up a3 payments for commu-
nist weapons and supplies, U.S.
dollars are gathered here and
elsewhere, smuggled to places
like Hong Kong and funneled
into Red China or other commu-
nist countries. The communists
have major accounts with many
international banks, contracts
with many munmitions suppliers
throughout the world. In effect

the dollars you place into the

black mearket pool in Vietnam
could pay for the gun and bullets
that &ill you.

Q. If I'm caoght in some Im- -

nronermeydenl,whthap-

A Fm when you say “im.
you should say “ﬂle-

MiMtary Justice,
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*MPC Use Protects Alli |es:_ ’
Stifles Reds’ Black Market

SATGON—The control and proper use of moneyare of great lmpnrtanee in Viet-
cytransacﬁons—bhckmnrketinginmmey—harmmmmeﬂort
uimmentfor wnr]ustasitisim-nshbhamomy
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tions on the handling and circulation
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C Company Total Soars to I54 for Year

Manchu Company Eams 60 Medals

TAY NINH—When 60 medals for valor were

awarded to soldiers of the 4th Battalion, 9th In-

" fantry Manchus' Charlie Company in a special
ceremony March 31, it brought to 154 the total of-
combat decorations the company has received
since the start of 1969.

The Manchu battalion commander, Lieutenant
-Colonel Leo L. Wilson of Salina, Kans., and Com-
pany Commander, Captain Ramon T. Pulliam of
Chattanooga, . Tenn., personally pinned on 25
Bronze Stars with “V" devices for valor and 35
Army Commendation Medals with “V" devices
in a formal ceremony at Fire Support Base
Sedgwick, 15 miles southeast of Tay Ninh. .

THOSE 68 decoratlons, for a battle January 26,
coupled with medals distributed in two ceremantes
earlier this year bmught the company’s 1969 tally
to one Distingutsh Service Cross, 12 Silver
Stars, 44 Bronze Stars with “V*'s, and 97 Army
Commendation Medals with “V*s.

The 94 other medals were earned Dec. 22,
1968, when the Manchus fought off a North Viet-
namese Army regiment's attack on Sedgwick,
which was then Patrol Base Mole City.

In the January 28 action, C Company was
flown by helicopter from Sedgwick to join the 3d
Squadron, 4th Cavairy, as a blocking force to
bottie up a Viet Cong company which had invaded
Phuoc Luu, a small village 40 mlla northwest of

USING BUILDING materials shlpped from Tay
‘Ninh by helicopter, the Manchus dug in for the
night, working until midnight to constrict bunkers
with overhead cover.

When the VC unit attacked around 1 a.m. in
an attempt to push through the U.S. barrier, the

bunkers proved invaluable. Only one Manchu
was wounded, not geriously, as the Tropic Light-
ning units battered the enemy force, recording an

official total of 15 killed and capturlng a h-uckload

of weapons and

uipment.
e latest group of medals

“proven fighting unit,* -

C Company troops as a

AWARD CEREMONY—SoIdIer: of C Comp&ny, 4fl| Baﬂnllon, 9|I| lnfantry, uluh their bat-
talion commander, Lieutenant Colonel. Leo L. Wilson of Salina, Kans. {far lef1), at the end
of a ceremony In which 60 of the company’s men received medals for valor.

(PHOTO BY SP4 RALPH NOVAK)

Fire Brigade Slays 143
_Enemy In NVA V( I.alr
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w “First, when you =say “im-
'x."f;iﬁ.ﬁer." you should say “ille- .

‘gal.” Under the Uniform Codeof .. . .
E.umury-Jusﬁce. could, H

oonvlcted Bf me m ‘h& Y " - 'VZ'J e, '--' T K coLT u
T tivities at a co i T . NPT
sentenced to 18 months con- AS ARTILLERY - and ‘air’

finement at hard labor, total for-
feiture of pay, and a dishon-
orable discharge. .

One man was sentenced to dis-
missal from the Service, . two
years at hard labor, and pay-
ment of a $3,000 fine.

MACV and all subordinate
commands have been cracking
down on black market and ille-
gal currency operations. Such

dealings not only put the mili-

tary in a very had light, but also
do considerable damage to the
economy of the host nation and
“to the security of U.S. and other
Free World Forces.

'~ died at the hands of 3d Brigade
- smd supporting fires five miles
+ northeast of Trang Bang In two

days of close, fierce fighting.
On the first morning of the

- two-day - battle, Fire Brigade

troopers made a helicopter

. assault into enemy-infested

area. .
- “We were just getting spread
out when Charlie opened up,”
said Private First Class Vernon
Tumner of Washington, D.C.

WITH GUNSHIPS providing
cover, the infantrymen regroup-
ed to mass firepower on the
enemy. :

One unit commander, Captain
Robert B. Powell, commented,
“Charlie might have had us but
we blasted our way back with
the aid of gunships.”

strikes pounded the - =
underground ' fortress, ml' E

and mechanized infantry forces
were called in to reinforce their
comrades and help conduct a
sweep of the area.,

As the task force began its.
sweep, it was again greeted by
automatic weapons and RPG
fire from the entrenched enemy. .

First Lieutenant Louis M.
Geitka reported that it was “‘just
like trench warfare” as the
Tropic Lightning soldiers moved
forward to rout the persistent-
enemy. : ‘

“We fought from dike to dike
and bunker to bunker,” said
Geitka, ’

As fire ceased and the sweep -
was concluded, 76 NVA bodies
were discovered along with

AID TO A CIVILIAN—Troopers from the 1st Battalion [Mechanized), 5th Infantry, aid o ci- Each time the Fire Brigade three RPD machineguns, six

You save m than mll vilian injured by shrapnel. The boy was rushed to safety after he wandered into the \Di#ntrymen  advanced. they AK-47s, five RPG launchers and

were greeted by intense small a 51 caliber machinegun.
deadly crossfire of a firefight. (PHOTO BY SGT JAN ANDERSON} arms and 51 caliber fire THE FOLLOWING da
- . 3 y a
with U.S. Savings Bonds ‘ = : A _ . .. combined armor-infantry task

force moved out to combat-

assault the area.

As soon as they pgot started

they received mortar, small

arms, automatic and RPG fire

from the north.

- Armored personnel carriers

and tanks were called in to aid
the infanirymen once more. .

As the combined force fought -
against the North Vietnamese -
troops on the ground, air strikes,
gunships and 8lmm mortars
rained shrapnel on the enemy.

AGAIN AS fire ceased the Fire
Brigade soldiers began a sweep
of the battlefield and they re-
ceived fire from a well hidden
enemy force, After an hour duel
the last round flew overhead,
and the Tropic Lightning iIn-
fanirymen continued the sweep.

Taltied on the second day of )
fighting were 67 NVA bodies,
one light machinegun, 31 AK. :

STALKING elements from C Company, 1st Batialion {Mechanized), 5th Infantry, move out with the Dreadnaught Task Force ?:Zj;b?r ﬁifhﬁ:“g‘::s&,m,:;’;',ﬂ, A

during @ sweep in the Filhel Plantation. The Fire Brigade operation is under the coniro! of the 2d Bottalion, 34th Armor. bines and assorted mumitlons = © o .
\ - o (PHOTO BY SPS DOUG ELLIOTT} and documents, Sl Ty
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"By SGT Jan F. Anderson

CU CHI — Fire Brigade sol-
diers from the 1st Battalion
(Mechanized), 5th Infantry Bob-
‘cats repulsed an unknown size
enemy force April 10, forcing an
NVA unit to leave 33 dead com-
rades just outside a U.S. laager
site only &n hour after the com-
munist attack started.

There were no friendly casu-
alties during the hour-long fight
six miles northeast of Trang
Bang. ’

EARLY DETECTION of the

attack was the Bobcat's key to {3

Success. :

Sneaking close to the mech.

soldiers’ position in an open rice
paddy, five NVA had crawled to
within ten meters of the con-
certina wire ringing the men
and their APCs. At 0320 hours,
Staff Sergeant Richard Haute-
keete, Grinnell, Iowa, a platoon
sergeant, sounded the alarm af-
ter spotting the enemy quintet
through his starlight scope.
Hautekeete quickly advised

the commander of one of three -

tanks from the 2d Battalion, 34th
Armor on his flank of the danger
to his front. A well-aimed round
would eliminate those five.

The first round from

the .

-~

tank’s 80-mm cannon missed its
mark, but number two killed all
five, as the morning sun was lat-
er to show. : .

" TROPIC UGHTNING NEW

Bobaats Repel NVA Attack

A BURST OF 100—Specialist 4 Lee Spencer o
Memphis, Tenn., a soldier with the 1st Bat-
talion (Mechanized), 5th Infaniry, rokes o

CAUGHT OFF balance by the -

early detection, the enemy was
forced to begin his assault pre-
maturely, While mortars and

(A . - .

VC-infested hedgerow with M-60 machine-

gun fire as 2d Brigade soldiers fight their
way out of an enemy ambush.
{PHOTO BY SGT JAN ANDERSON)

RPGs rained on the Bobcats,
teams of enemy tireops moved .
into position for a human wave
thrust against the wire.

—
e

g

’ Slay 33 ‘

- utive officer of the Bobcat unit, " -~

Ground-mounted - 50  ‘caliber. -
machine guns with their grazing . -
fire inches above the ground, -
mortar tubes arcing 8§1-mum high
explosive rounds, and claymore - |
mines, plus helicopter gunships -
and an Air Force AC47 Spooky
gunship, all served to effectiv
stifle the NVA charge. L0

First Lieutenant Jeffery
McGrath, Mattituck, N.Y., exec-.

said the enemy used a wedge-
shaped formation to fix the
brunt of their attack on one
point. :

MCGRATH SAID the enemy
repeatedly tried to blow apart
the concertina wire with bang-
alore torpedoes, each effort
meeting with streams of auto- -
matic weapons fire.

“They came looki.ngAfor ‘& - .
fight, and we gave them.one,”
he said. '

Specialist 4 Walter Brumwéll,
Baltimore, Md., gave the tanks
a lot of credit.

“FORTUNATELY FOR us
they hit right at the point where
the tank was,” Brumwell said.;
“The big gun was more than a
match for them.” ’ .

Tomahawks Check Charlie’s

RF Help Dig Up

‘Bunker Complex

‘TAY NINH—Smashing through’

. i+ . dense jungle, 11 miles northeast
" =i .of Tay Ninh City, South- Viet-
namese - Regional Force ele-

3¢ Infantry, found a mammoth
- enemy weapons and munitions
..cache in a bunker complex.

i Aﬂer.ﬂng‘ing the co‘mplex the

- LY R |

a7 meents, working with Company
R, -4th Battalion (Mechanized), .

one Chinese” light machinegun,
one Chinese sub-machinegun, 30
bangalore iorpedoes, 3080 .51
caliber rounds, 500 AK-47 rounds,
30 pounds of Chinese TNT, 60
RPG boasters, 75 cans of mortar

charges, 500 rounds of 7.62mm .
feet i~

e,

ammunition, and._ 2000
commo wire. YT

Near the first bunker was
another containing 1000 mixed

S7mm and 75mm recoilless rifle

rounds, €30 mixed 60mm and

82mm mortar - rounds, 25 large .

VC Troops Say

Farewell to Arms

TAY NINH — First Brigade
troops of the 25th Infantry Divi-

- slon. uncovered two separate
weapons caches while operating -
“in the Crescent area: 13 miles

east of Tay Ninh City.” , . =

Two companies of the 4th Bat-
talion- (Mechanized), 238 In-
fantry.” Tomahawks- uncovered
the caches two miles apart, .

.. Frew. of Des Mninac

Caches

1500 rounds of ;30 caliber ammo,
3 SKS rifles, 5 bolt action rifles,
one semi-awtomatic rifle, two

. Chicom machineguns, one me-

divm machinegun, one £2mm
mortar (base plate and tube), 10
bangalore torpedoes,
§2mm mortar rounds,

“We were on them so fast they

* didn’t know what hit them. The
" VC tried to make a stand; they

sure didn’t want to lose all that
stufl,” said Sergeant Stanley

Frsmra A

and 27




FAT D .I.lblr‘.l Uls UP

Bunker Complex

" TAY NINH-Smashing through’

dense jungle, 11 miles northeast

- of Tay Ninh City, South Viet-

. . namese Regional Force ele-
‘ments, working with Company
B, 4th Battalion (Mechanized),
23d Infantry, found a mammoth
enemy weapons and munitions
cache in a bunker complex.

After finding the complex the
. Regional Forces advanced
. cautiously to check the area for
" enemy soldiers.

After a thorough search was
completed and security put out,
the R.F.s searched the large
bunkers. In the first bunker most
of the bounty was found.

Inside were two RPD machine-
guns, one AK-47, 14 SKS rifles,
oné Thompson sub-machinegun,

one Chinese sub-machinesun, 3¢
bangzlore torpedoes, 3090 5%
caliber rounds, 560 AK-47 rounds,
30 pounds of Chinese TNT,-GI)
RPG boosters, 75 cans of mortar
charges, 500 rounds of 7.62mm

‘ammunition, and 2000 i'eet of -
" commo wire. . T~

Near the first bunker was
another containing 1000 mixed
57mm and 75mm recoilless rifle
rounds, 650 mixed 60mm and
82mm mortar rounds, 25 large
Chinese claymores, 175
rockets, 65 B-41 rockets,
1500 electric fuses, ;

“We've been finding a lot of
material that belongs to the
enemy, but not anything as big
as this in the last few months.
It was a fantastic find,” said
Captain Luther DeWait of Oki-
nawa, commanding officer of
Bravo Company.

and

B0
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Farewell to Arms’
TAY NINH = “First

h'wp. of the"¥%th Infantry Divi- . mortar (base plate “and tube). 10‘ s

. slon [ uncovered . two separate .
weapons caches while operating -

in the Crescent area 13 miles -

east of Tay Ninh City.

- Two companies of the 4th Bat-
talion (Mechanized),
fantry . Tomahawks uncovered

23d 1In-
the caches two miles apart.

way into a woodline when it was

"met by small arms fire. As the
1.5. troops pushed forward, the
VC fell back, leaving one dead

comrade. The thick jungle

thinned, out revealing a 30-bunk-

er storage area. The VC in their

hasty retreat left a large

amount of military bounty.
The Tomahawks policed up

—;

“WE'VE MADE CONTACT!"—Captain Luther
Dewalt of Croshy, Tex., a company com-
" mander with the 4th Battalion, 234 Infaniry,
maneuvers his men while in the midst of a

One company was working its

R S

3 SKS rlfles 5 bolt action rifles,

° one aemi-au‘lomauc rifle, two.
Chicom machineguns, one me- .

. diumm machinegun, " one S2mm . K

" bangalore  torpedoes,”
£2mm mortar rounds.

“We were on them so fast they
* didn’t know what hit them. The
VC tried 10 make a stand; they
sure djdn't want to lose al that
stuff,” said Sergeant Stanley

Frew, of Des anes. ITowa, a
" squad leader.

The Tomahawks’ Alpha Com-
pany was checking out a sus-

pected VC bunker complex when -

it came upon a small base camp

with enemy equipment strewn

all over. -

“After setting up security
around the small base camp we
started checking out each bunk-
er. Somebody left in a big hurry.
We had a real Easter egg hunt,”
said Specialist 4 Richard Lang-

#  er, of Willowick, Ohio.

The other company found 3
SKS rifles, one bolt-action rifle,
25 RPG-2 rounds, 25 RPG boost-
ers, 2750 rounds of assorted
small arms ammo, 10 pounds of
TNT, 80 automatic rifle clips,
and 49 60mm mortar rounds.

MONKEY ON MY BACK —
Staff Sergeant Jeffrey Stefa-
novich of Gary, Ind., leaps
across o small stream with
his pet monkey. (PHOTO
BY S5P4 KARL XARLGAARD)

RVN .Governmen‘t, 2d Bde Help

CU CHI — 2d Brigade, 25th In-
fantry Division troops rushed to
the ald of Xon Ben Moi village

.after terrorist fires left 70 fami-

lies homeless recently. -

Xon Ben Moi, a small Tay
Ninh Province village, was set
aflame .about midnight for no
apparent reason by terrorist, 42

. heotches were completely de-

stroyed ‘in three hours of sys-

. tematic burning. The villagers
- were allowed to escape. After -
.- the fires had been set, the VC
_ ¢leared out of the area.

-Brigadier Genera! Edwin F.

- Black, assistant Division Com-

. "'M —"’.. v

firefight, 13 miles east of Tuy Ninh City. Two
VC died in the action. = -

- mander, heard of the incident

and knew 2d Brigade units were
_ operating- in_the vicinity of the
" village." He ordered that food

_{PHOTO BY SGT ROGER WE“) .. and supplies be taken to the vil-

Iage immediate y.

' Rebuild Village after T errorism

Helping Hand and other civic .
action groups gave the villagers
7,000 pounds of rice, 40 cases of
staple foods, and 70 gallons of
cooking oil the morning after the
attack. .

“We gave the food directly to. .
the hamiet chief, and it was
handed out by his men,” said 2d
Brigade S-3 (Civic Action Sec-
tion) Major Walter Burns. “We .
wanted to let the people know -
that it was their government,
not the US Army, that was help- -
;ngd out. We just provxded the
0 »” -

The Army is not through yeL
More than 78,000 feet of lumber
is being sent to the hamlet. The -
first loads have already arrived -
and villagers are beglnnh'lg to
rebuild.
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Kill I98

PATROL BASE DIAMOND -
o Dawn s_first light shows sweat,
- dirt and exhaustion engraved on

.. --their faces. Some try to sleep, .
- others stare blankly into the dis-

tance. A few talk. A deep weari-
ness prevails over the sweet
smell of gunpowder.

- .. Four hours ago-an estimated
- two. battalions of North - Viet-

namese Regulars swept. across
: and
- - hurled. - themselves " at the Fire

""" 'Brigade’s 2nd Battalion, 27th In-

fantry in this tiny patrol base on
a' dry- open plain. The Wolf-

hounds fought for their lives,

and now it shows.

- The men of Alpha and Delta

: Compames killed 198 NVA regu-
“lars in a battle they will talk

- . about- for "years and remember
" for a lifetime. Twenty five hours

ago they dismantled Diamond II

_and moved 1t gun, beam and

sandbag to th.ls new p051l:10n a
Job which would normally re-:
" quire three days.

Working swiftly against tlme
the entire battalion carved a de-
fensive - position which had to
hold. The enemy had attacked
on the first night in the previous
position and would likely attack
again here.

At midnight, Patrol Base Dia:

mond IIT was ready. Guards
were posted and the in-
fantrymen tried to rest. -

As the guard changed at 0209,
movement was detected 800 me-
ters to the southwest of the per-
imeter. The command post was

notified and the first of nearly .

2000 rounds of artillery was
called in. Gunships from B Com-
pany, 235th Aviation Battalion,
were called in and the battle be-
gan.

“The mortars started at 0313.

-1t was the most mtense mortar
attack that I -have ever experi-

‘enced, twice as bad as the at-

tacks on- Diamond I and. Dia- .

mond IL” said 1st Lieutenant
James J. Sullivan, Chaton, N.J.

" Specialist FiveaEmo Honkala,_

Vancouver, Wash., Treported:
“The shells really rained in. It
sounded like automatie mortar.*’
Few were injured as an_esti-
mated 508 mortar- shells ex-
-ploded against the overhead cov-

.er constructed that afternoon.
! fell on the battlefield.

-The NVA had lifted the mortar

attack to allow their assault
troops to move.closer.

-Earlier that evening, three lis- .~
tening posts had been estab-

lished, one to the west, one o
the north, and one to the south.
Wolfhounds at the western LP
tock advantage of the lull to

- break for the patrol base.

-.: 30 meters of the penmeter

They made it] The post to the; :'- "
'east suffered several casualties, -

while the post to the north held,
kept low, and had no injuries.

Expenenced troopers knew
that the time had come to get

.out of their bunkers and fight

from the prepared positions.

- “Getting out of that bunker,”
. said Specialist Four Paul Gax—

ther of Elkins, No. Carolina,

“wags one of the hardest things I
have ever done. But I kept re-
membering what could - happen
if I remained.” .

The - NVA-
themselves creatures of habit
as, true to form, they launched
the second phase of the attack

with a hail -of RPG’s arld small
-arms -fire. The NVA" Battalion

had moved forward under the

‘mortar fire and were launching

their deadly reckets frecm within _

“FoREVER

regulars proved .

son, No. Carolina, ‘

were kmocked out.

The men,- fighting outside
their bunkers, kept the enemy
from getting close enough to ac-
curately fire their weapons.
Each bunker had an M-80 ma-

Maaor Calvm Swenson D:a- ‘
mond’s - Commander, from wil-
estimated -
‘that 400 RPG’s struck around
- the base. Time after time posi- -
tions took direct hits, but ncne

chinegun, and many had 80mm

knew how to use them.

As the RPG’s rained in, sap-

per squads closed on the per-

imeter’s defensive wire armed

with: bangalore torpedoes and
AK47s’'in a desperate attempt
to breech the line. Specialist

Four William Baumgardner of - -
‘Huntington,

Pa., recalled:
““They blew the wire to the front

i a lot of fire in that direction.

sides. .
e beleaguered mfantrvmen

are ‘ships and mght lxghtmg
sraft circled above-illuminat-..-.
the scene as dust and debris
from’ ronnds impacting on- -

" recoilless rifles. The Wolfhounds . -

" . and right of my position, So we




ago they dismantled Diamond II

. .and moved it, gun, beam and

gan. : '
““The mortars started at 0315.

took advantage of the Iuli to
break for the patrol base. -

Drawing by 2d Battalion, 27th Infaniry artist Specialist 4 Dennis Tupper

cea U e e i Ve s atemsalIIELLE,

their deadly rockets from within .

30 meters of the perimeter. -

© - On April 5th and 6th in-the -

-+ . 'second round-of bhatile for the -

. Diamond Patrol bases along the-
— - Angel's Wing, two companies of .

. 7" the 2d Battalion, 27th Infantry. -

. v Wolthounds wrecked two battal:
ip. .. .ions of the North- Vietnamese
-~ -Army, Killing 117.. - T
;- Shortly after 1 a.m. April-5
-iroops detected a small group of . -
“Yeople meters from the per- -~
imeter."‘. EREAR _,_7\-_ IR EE : o S :
~Specialist - 5. Harold T. Gil- -
‘Fespie of Compton, Calif ; said;"
“They were moving around. in -
“ome location, and were apparent-
1y sefiing up.a mortar position.-
-Other; defeeted . gfoups” moving
armilfd“thehase “drew artillery

t 1:30 am,; the enemy

' began moriaﬁng a ljstening.post-‘.
200 melers- west of the base’s -

wire. This fire was  quickly

shifted into the perimeter. :
“We got up to look:around,”

said Specialist 4 Kerneth Brink

- of Laingsburg, Mich., “and the .
;- first thing ‘T saw was a ‘whole
‘bunch. of enemy soldiers running

right- at us. It reminded me of

. -an end nm going through my po-
- sition in a football game.”

“The NVA. had “apparently
'heen planning on nsing the cover

in_the. listening - post’s site :to
.-Place fire on -the perimeter;”

said Specialist 4 Algher Griffin

- of Rochester New York. “They

were-carrying a heavy weapon
of some sort. We changed their

-plans when we opened up on

am Ol'ld" , TOO |

ﬂlem‘,” N .-

From their vantage point, the-
Weolthounds saw the enemy thun--
der at thesperimeter in vain.
None reached. the -wire, deadly’
rounds fired from leveled how- -

itzers, devastating. airstrikes of

Pinpoint accuracy - and -:fierce.
small arms fire saw to that; -
" Five am. - found the: enémy

blasted by Wolfhounds~and -re-

treating from the coming dawn. .+
" “The batile was actually over -

almost ‘before. it -got - started,”

wags starting to carry away his

dead within ten minutes after

the attack started.”. -..-

Ancther lieutenant “ said the
_biggest problem was the dust

. bangaloré: - torpedoes,

raised - bfr -the enemy Iimrtars.
He - reported  the Wolfheunds

‘could hardly see the enemy ad-

vancing through the dust. .

.- With the coming of full light, .

the - Wolfhounds policed up the

- debris of their victory. Found

were 81 Chi-Com grenades, 9
31  RPG
rounds, 14 RPG launchers. and

.21 AK assault rifles. - .
- The enemy, .normally scru-
. pulous about taking his dead
- from the battlefield, had left be-
ILT Robert. Nebiker of:-May-". bind 81 bodies in his flight,
wood, N.J, said. ““The enemy .*

‘Op “April. 6th an even more

"abortive attempt was launched

on Patrol base Diamend II, as

" artillery and gunships. kilied 36

NVA. They got no closer to the

. wire than 1,200 meters.

Huntington, Pa., recalled: ="

- and right of my position. So we
= put a lot of fire in that divection_:

.- Lightning Division could ¢all on~

I The two 105mm howilze

linto the chargin

' Base Diamond IIT is intact. The.

‘“They blew the wire to the fromt -

We_were ready. for them,
hey never got inside.”’
" “Flare ships and night lighting -
aircraft circled above ‘illuntinat- -
ing the scene as dust and debris -
rose. from rounds impacting on
both sides..* .~ -. -~ X
The beleaguered infantrymen _ .
were not alone here, last night;- -
All the fitepower _the. Tropic -

was here in support. Artillery, - ..
_gunships and air strikes 'broke’
the back of the advancing ene--
my -as automatic weapons cut
him-down in front. o

- As the fight continued, eight
gunships circled overhead con-
tantly spitting their fire onto the
plain below. . The Air Force
came in with jet air strikes om: -
the staging area used by the
enemy. -

from C Battery, 1st.Battalion,
Eighth Artillery fired an iner:

ible 300 reunds and, during the
height of the battle, lower

their tubes and fired point bi
NVA, - =~

e heavy fighting comtinued - -
until the rising moon warned the o

- NVA of the coming dawn. They - -~

broke contact and, leaving a few ...~ -
behind to continue the fire, re-. -
treated to their sanctuary across - - .
the border. The fighting sub-- :

- sided shortly before 6:30 a.m.:

"The gunships have returned to. -
base, the guns are quiet. Patrol -

men have a right to be exhaust-i. -
ed, they have fought hard. Victo- -~
ry does not come easily, or -
cheaply. Thirteen Americans .
lost their lives in the battle. . -

Soldiering is ‘a profession,
and you must be o profes-
sional.” Know the tools of§ . -
your profession—weapons} - "
and explosives—and treat] -
them with respect.” Share
your knowledge with those
you work with, and den’t
be afraid to ask questions
of them. . Remember that
the next mistake you make
could be your last.




.- New Port Richey, Fla. i
ke was complete with éimtng -
- stakes,” - added - Specialist
James - Howard  of Daytona
Beach,” Fla. “We continued "

7 THE “MOD SQUAD,” as it Is'
called, decided to play the tnck

on Charlie.

“We reported the posmons to
our commanding officer,’” said

-_squad leader Sergeant Darril

it
P

_Walden of Girrard, IIl., “then in-

stead of destroymg the positions - .

only to have Charlie rebuild then .
. -again, we moved all of the aim-" |
.. ing stakes without disturbing t.he :

area.’

That mght 'sure enocugh,

B Charlie began to fire but none of

- |  the rounds landed near the Trop-.
-:" ic Lightning positions.

In fact the rounds fell cutside

~ the perimeter into uninhabited

area surrcunding the hase. -
The first rockets fired went

* “over the perimeter.

“We couldn’t move the rocket

" . firing’ positions so -we elevated

- the stakes,” said Specialist 4
Lockhart,

Mike Aguilar of

- ‘Texas. “This caused the rounds

to pass over the base.”
"THE ENEMY evidently real-

- ized something was wrong and
.began adjusting. - .

When the rounds began fallmg

’ closer, eight-inch guns from D

" Battery, 3d Battalion, 13th Artil-
lery opened up on the enemy po- .

smons and silenced them.

ALL ASHORE THAT'S GOING ASHOR

Battalion, 9th Infantry, inch their way across a.thin plank

that affords the only way of crossing a deep stream. "All of
the froops made it across and kept their powder dry, wrﬂl"
the first and lust men across providing security.r . - !
’ . - (PHOTO BY SP4 RALPH NOVAIO

AR e A gehberi mabf Gl Al WAE RS

Vrsh MG ARG Mulbat M GekMe | -

- CU CHI Peop]es Self De-
fense Forces soldiers have won

thempectotbothAme.ﬁcan'-

and ARVN military personnel in
Vietnam for t.heu' determmat:on
and ability.

- Frequently therr forces are

small and their equipment is
limited, but for sheer desire and
ahility these civilian soldiers
‘have shown themselves a valu-
. ‘able part of ‘the military effort
in Vietnam. ;

Cu Chi District, 25th Infantry Di-
vision area, gave a demonstra-

tion of their effectiveness near . -

the village of Ap Cho. The four-
man team. sei.up an ambush
which netted ‘them three Viet

ons.

ambush team 1ay in wait for a
vC - patrol expected 10 pass
through in the early morning. -

‘When the VC did approach - )

close to the PSDF. position, the
local scldiers opened np, killing
all three VC and capturing two -
rifles and one pistol. -

“The self defense force actior

- "against the VC clearly shows
Recently ‘a 'PSDF t.eam from -

that the Vietnamese people do
care ‘and are taking positive
steps to counter the -enemy,”
said Colonel H.S. Long, com-
manding officer of the 2d Bri- -
gade.
-Ap Che.”

By Sgt Ja.n F. Anderson
CU CHI — Ever imagine a
theatre of the -underground in
Viet Nam? You say you.doubt
the Army would furnish the type
of entertainment you watched

back in the world. in Greenwich .

Sth Infantry have possibly one of
the most formidable of under-
ground theatres.

: At Fire Support Base Pattan

the mfantryme.n -decided - t.hey
needed - an occasional - break

" from chasing Charlie. With the -

encouragement of = Lieatenant .

.Colonel William E. Klein, battal-

ion commander, the troops be-
gan o dig. - .

' AbﬂﬂtL ASSAULT—Second Bﬂgcde soidrers
- mear the Oﬂenful River.

‘of !'he 2d Baﬂulron, 27th tnfcmtry chcrge off Huey troop ships west of Cu’ Chl-

(PHO'I'O BY SP4 R B. WI’I.IJ.AMS)

“Return of the Seven”. R
_+ Sergeant” Anthony Pappa]ardo Cle
of Bronx, :N.Y., - commented, "',
“I'm afraid we'll ail be eng-

'Bobcats Burld Underground Theater at FSB- Patton_f ‘

Inoneweekalargehoteal-
tered the landscape of Patton.
Timhers, portable steel paving, -
and sandbags formed a rocf
sturdy. enough to resist rocket

.and mortar attacks. In no time -

the underground. theatre moved
from an idea to a reality.

Each night infantrymen can
see such. favorites as. “Casmo
Royale”, “Hang ‘em . Htgh

rossed in a mystery some night-

-and trn-around to find the Viet ~
-Cong watching, too: Of course,
. guards are always rotated S0 we
'~ ‘need not fear.”
- *FSB Patton's - undergrom:ld..-""
theatre may not: be- advancing -

-new art forms but.it provides a

_-very important function. It Te-:
.laxes ‘the " infantryman _and al-- k
-lows some of h13 tensmus to_

dramoff. SR L
- K / :

Just_outside” the vxll.age t.he',

“We salute the PSDF ot .






